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PREFACE

Christians and even ministers often struggle to hear God speak through the Bible.  The problem in part is that sound principles and methods for interpreting the Bible are not known or practiced.  Instead, everyone does what is right in their own eyes.  

In Ears to Hear: A Guide for the Interpretation of the Bible I provide principles, methods, and procedures for Christians and ministers as they seek to hear God speak through the Bible and communicate the message of the Bible to those who need a word from God.  In Ears to Hear I identify different perspectives for examining biblical passages including text and translation, situation and purpose, literary context and role, form and function, strategy and structure, and message. One of the most fruitful of these perspectives is form and function. Form refers to the specific type of literature in which the passage is composed.  Function refers to the way in which the particular form works to communicate a message.  Understanding the form and function of a passage is essential for understanding its message.  

Though the forms of the Bible are diverse, most of them can be categorized generally as either historical narrative or exhortation. I have already written guides for interpreting historical narrative and exhortation: These Things Happened as Examples: A Guide for the Interpretation of Biblical Historical Narrative and This Word of Exhortation: A Guide for the Interpretation of Biblical Exhortation. In this volume I provide a guide for interpreting Old Testament ritual law, a unique kind of exhortation. In the first chapter I introduce Old Testament ritual law and provide principles and a simple approach for interpreting ritual law. Subsequent chapters contain my interpretations of a variety of ritual laws as examples.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION TO RITUAL LAW

Old Testament ritual law consists of instructions for making items used in religious rituals and directions for the observance of religious rituals. These religious items and observances by their very nature have an underlying spiritual significance. Below I examine ritual law in the Pentateuch, the types of ritual law, the interpretation of ritual law in the Old Testament, the interpretation of ritual law in the New Testament, and provide principles and a simple method for interpreting ritual law. 
Ritual Law in the Pentateuch

The ritual law in the Old Testament is found in the Pentateuch or Law. Genesis has one major instance of ritual law. In Genesis 17:1-27 God instructs Abraham to circumcise all the males as a sign of God's covenant with him. However, the great preponderance of Old Testament ritual law is found in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

Exodus

In Exodus 12:1-51 the LORD gives instructions for the observance of the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and the Night of Vigil. In Exodus 13:1-16 the LORD gives instructions for the consecration of the firstborn and the observance of the Festival of Unleavened Bread. In Exodus 20:8-11 the LORD gives instructions for the observance of the Passover. In Exodus 22:29-31 the LORD gives instructions for offering the firstfruits and firstborn and avoiding unclean food. In Exodus 23:10-19 the LORD gives instructions for Sabbaths and festivals. In Exodus 25:10-40 the LORD gives instructions for making the ark, the table, and the lampstand. In Exodus 26:1-27 the LORD gives instructions for making the tabernacle. In Exodus 27:1-21 the LORD gives instructions for making the altar of burnt offering, the courtyard, and oil for the lampstand. In Exodus 28:1-43 the LORD gives instructions for making priestly garments. In Exodus 29:1-46 the LORD gives instructions for consecrating Aaron and his sons. In Exodus 30:1-30 the LORD gives instructions for making the incense altar, paying the atonement money, and making the bronze basin, the anointing oil, and the fragrant incense. In Exodus 31:12-17 the LORD gives instructions for observing the Sabbath. In Exodus 34:18-26 the LORD gives instructions for coming before him at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Ingathering, the offering of the firstborn and firstfruits, and the observance of the Sabbath. In Exodus 35:1-3 the LORD gives instructions for the observance of the Sabbath. 
Leviticus

In Leviticus 1:1-17 the LORD gives instructions for the burnt offering. In Leviticus 2:1-16 the LORD gives instructions for the grain offering. In Leviticus 3:1-17 the LORD gives instructions for the peace or fellowship offering. In Leviticus 4:1-35 the LORD gives instructions for the sin offering. In Leviticus 5:1-13 the LORD gives instructions for a sin offering when someone sins by failing to testify, touching something unclean, or swearing rashly. In Leviticus 5:14-6:7 the LORD gives instructions for the restitution or guilt offering. In Leviticus 6:8-13 the LORD gives instructions for the burnt offering. In Leviticus 6:14-23 the LORD gives instructions for the grain offering. In Leviticus 6:24-30 the LORD gives instructions for the sin offering. In Leviticus 7:1-10 the LORD gives instructions for the restitution or guilt offering. In Leviticus 7:11-38 the LORD gives instructions for the fellowship offering. In Leviticus 8:1-36 the LORD gives instructions for the ordination of Aaron and his sons. In Leviticus 11:1-47 the LORD gives instructions regarding clean and unclean creatures and touching anything dead. In Leviticus 12:1-8 the LORD gives instructions for purification after childbirth. In Leviticus 13:1-46 the LORD gives instructions for skin diseases. In Leviticus 13:47-59 the LORD gives instructions for contaminated fabrics. In Leviticus 14:1-32 the LORD gives instructions for cleansing skin diseases. In Leviticus 14:33-57 the LORD gives instructions for cleansing contaminated objects. In Leviticus 15:1-33 the LORD gives instructions for bodily discharges. In Leviticus 16:1-34 the LORD gives instructions for the Day of Atonement. In Leviticus 17:10-16 the LORD prohibits eating blood or carcasses. In Leviticus 21:1-22:33 the LORD gives instructions for the holiness of priests. In Leviticus 23:1-44 the LORD gives instructions for the Sabbath, the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, the Day of Atonement, and the Festival of Booths. In Leviticus 24:1-9 the LORD gives instructions for continually supplying oil for the lamp and bread for the table in the tabernacle. In Leviticus 25:1-55 the LORD gives instructions for Sabbath years and the year of Jubilee. 
Numbers

In Numbers 5:1-3 the LORD gives instructions for isolating the unclean. In Numbers 5:11-31 the LORD gives instructions for the jealousy ritual. In Numbers 6:1-21 the LORD gives instructions for those who take the Nazarite vow. In Numbers 8:1-4 the LORD gives instructions for lighting the lampstand in the sanctuary. In Numbers 8:5-26 the LORD gives instructions for consecrating the Levites to serve. In Numbers 9:9-14 the LORD gives instructions for observing the Passover. In Numbers 15:1-31 the LORD gives instructions for burnt offerings, fellowship offerings, freewill offerings, grain offerings, drink offerings, and sin offerings. In Numbers 15:32-36 the LORD gives instructions regarding violations of the Sabbath. In Numbers 15:37-41 the LORD gives instructions for tassels as reminders to obey all the LORD's commands. In Numbers 19:1-22 the LORD gives instructions for rituals to purify from uncleanness. In Numbers 28:1-31 the LORD gives instructions for daily offerings, Sabbath offerings, monthly offerings, offerings for the Passover, and offerings for the Festival of Weeks. In Numbers 29:1-41 the LORD gives instructions for offerings for the Festival of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Festival of Booths.
Deuteronomy

In Deuteronomy 14:3-21 Moses gives instructions regarding clean and unclean foods. In Deuteronomy 14:22-29 Moses gives instructions for setting aside a tenth of their produce and the firstborn of their herds. In Deuteronomy 15:19-23 Moses gives instructions for the consecration of the firstborn of their animals. In Deuteronomy 16:1-17 Moses gives instructions for observing the Festival of Passover, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths. In Deuteronomy 23:9-14 Moses gives instructions for maintaining the purity of the camp. In Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Moses gives instructions for offering the firstfruits of the harvest to the LORD. In Deuteronomy 26:12-15 Moses gives instructions for offering a tenth of their produce in the third year. In Deuteronomy 29:1-8 Moses gives instructions for writing the words of the law on stones and building an altar to offer fellowship offerings and rejoicing in the presence of the LORD. 
Types of Ritual Law
The survey of the occurrences of ritual law that precedes reveals a complex system of ritual laws. Below I provide a simple introduction to the major kinds of ritual law and their underlying significance. The types of ritual law include instructions for the Tabernacle and its furnishings, festivals and holy days, sacrificial offerings, ritual purity, circumcision, the redemption of the firstborn, and the Nazarite vow.

The Tabernacle and 
Its Furnishings

Ritual laws regarding the Tabernacle and its furnishings are unique in that they give instructions for making things that are used in rituals rather than instructions for the ritual observances themselves. Nonetheless, these things that are used in ritual observances convey an underlying ritual meaning. These things have a depth of significance that is difficult to fathom, and I am only able to provide a brief summary. The Tabernacle signifies God's holy presence among his people (Exodus 25:8-9; 26:1-37). The ark signifies that God is present with his people to lead them and enable them to overcome whatever challenges they encounter, and the atonement cover signifies that God graciously atones for their sins so he can live among them (Exodus 25:10-22). The table signifies God's holy presence among his people to always supply their needs (Exodus 25:23-30). The lampstand signifies that God is present among his people to light the way to life (Exodus 25:31-39; 27:20-21; Numbers 24:1-4). The altar signifies that God graciously accepts their sacrifices so they can approach him (Exodus 27:1-8). The courtyard signifies that God graciously allows his people to draw near to him (Exodus 27:9-19). The oil for the lamps signifies that God is always present with his people (Exodus 27:20-21; Numbers 24:5-9). The garments of Aaron and his sons signify that the LORD regards the priests, as representatives of his people, as precious and holy so they can approach him (Exodus 28:1-42). The altar of incense signifies that God graciously hears their prayers and atones for their sin (Exodus 30:1-10). The bronze basin signifies that God graciously regards the priests, as representatives of his people, as clean and acceptable before him (Exodus 30:17-21). The anointing oil signifies that God has graciously chosen them to be his holy people (Exodus 30:22-33). The perfumed incense signifies that God has graciously covered the stench of their sin so they can approach him (Exodus 30:34-37). 
Festivals and Holy 
Days

Some ritual laws give instructions for the observance of festivals and holy days. The primary festivals and holy days included the Sabbath, the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Harvest or Weeks, the Festival of Ingathering or Booths, and the Day of Atonement.
The Sabbath. The Sabbath is the seventh day of the week and a day to rest and focus on spiritual pursuits. The Sabbath commemorates the completion of God's work of creation on the seventh day. In addition, the Sabbath graciously provides a respite from toil and signifies that God is sanctifying his people. Other holy days are also designated as Sabbaths and characterized by rest and focus on spiritual pursuits. 
Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. Passover is a meal that commemorates God's gracious deliverance of the people of Israel from Egypt through the plague on the firstborn of Egypt when they smeared the blood of a lamb on their doorframes and the LORD spared them when all the firstborn of the Egyptians died. Closely related to the Passover is the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The Festival of Unleavened Bread is a seven-day festival that excludes leaven. This festival also commemorates God's gracious deliverance of the people of Israel from Egypt when they had to so quickly that they had no time to let their dough rise (Exodus 12:1-28, 23:14-17; Leviticus 23:4-7).
The Festivals of Harvest and Ingathering. The Festival of Harvest celebrated God's gracious provision of the spring wheat harvest. It came to be known as the Festival of Weeks because it occurred seven weeks after the Passover. Worshipers brought the firstfruits of the wheat as well as other sacrifices to honor God for his provision. The Festival of Ingathering was observed on the fifteenth day of the seventh month. This festival celebrated God's gracious provision at the end of the agricultural year with offerings and sacrifices. The festival also became known as the Festival of Booths and celebrated God's gracious provision of food throughout the forty years of wandering in the wilderness by the people living in temporary shelters or booths (Exodus 23:16-17; Leviticus 23:1-44; Deuteronomy 16:13-17). 
The Day of Atonement. The Day of Atonement was the most important day in the Hebrew calendar and was observed on the tenth day of the seventh month. The Day of Atonement was a time of repenting and seeking God in the hope that he would atone for their sins and continue to accept them as his people. The High Priest sacrificed a bull to atone for his sins and those of his fellow priests. He also offered two goats; one was sacrificed as a sin offering and the other was sent into the wilderness to carry away the sins of the people. The High Priest would then enter the Most Holy Place and sprinkle the blood from the sacrifices before the atonement cover of the ark, making atonement for the people of Israel. The hide, flesh, and offal from the sacrifices were brought outside the camp and burned (Leviticus 16:1-34, 23:23-32; Numbers 29:7-11).  
Sacrificial Offerings

Some ritual laws give instructions for offering a variety of sacrifices. The primary sacrifices were burnt offerings, sin offerings, restitution or guilt offerings, fellowship offerings, grain offerings, offerings of the firstfruits, and freewill offerings. 
Burnt Offerings. Burnt offerings were either unblemished males from the herd or flock or turtle doves or young pigeons. The worshipers laid their hand on the animal from the herd or flock and slaughtered it. The priest sprinkled the blood of the animal around the altar and burned it on the altar until it was completely consumed. If the offering was of birds, the worshiper would twist off its head and throw it on the fire, remove its intestinal tract and cut off its tailfeathers and throw them on the ash heap, and burn the rest of the bird on the altar. Burnt offerings were offered daily in the morning and evening, at the festivals and holy days for the entire congregation, and as freewill offerings. Burnt offerings depicted the complete devotion of the worshippers to God through the complete consumption of the offering on the fire. The worshippers sacrificed a burnt offering to please God so that he would accept and bless them (Exodus 35:38-46; Leviticus 1:1-17; 6:8-13). 
Sin Offerings. Sin offerings were sacrificed regularly on the holy days and for the priests and Levites and leaders, the community of Israel, and for individuals who had become unclean. The worshippers laid their hand on an unblemished animal, symbolically identifying with it. The animal was slaughtered and its blood was smeared on the horns of the altar and poured at the base of the altar. The fat portions of the animal were burned on the altar, and the rest of the animal was taken outside the camp and burned. Sin offerings depicted the grace of God to allow an animal to be substituted for the sinner to atone for sins and ritual uncleanness so that he could be accepted in God's presence (Leviticus 4:1-35; 5:1-13; 9:1-24).
Restitution Offerings. Restitution or guilt offerings are closely related to sin offerings. When someone sinned against the LORD's holy things or unintentionally violated the LORD's commands against anything prohibited, they were required to bring an unblemished animal from the flock to the priest who would make atonement for them and they would be forgiven. When someone offended the LORD by deceiving and defrauding his neighbor, they were required to confess their sin and make full restitution and add one fifth to their neighbor. Then they were required to bring an unblemished ram from the flock which the priests would offer to make atonement for their sin and they would be forgiven (Leviticus 5:14-6:7; 7:1-10). 
Fellowship Offerings. Fellowship or peace offerings were freewill offerings. The worshippers would bring an unblemished animal and lay their hand on it. The priests would slaughter the animal and take the blood and sprinkle it around the altar. The priests would then take the fatty portions of the animal and burn them on the altar as God's portion of a sacrificial meal. The priests would eat the breast and the right thigh of the animal in a holy place as their portion of the sacrificial meal. A large portion of the animal was returned to the worshippers to eat in the presence of the LORD as their portion of the sacrificial meal (Leviticus 3:1-17; 7:11-38). Meals were regarded as a time of close fellowship and the fellowship or peace offerings celebrated God's grace to enable his people to have fellowship with him.
Grain Offerings. Grain offerings accompanied other types of offerings and were presented with the daily sacrifices, on the Sabbath, and on all the festivals and holy days, and especially on the Festival of Ingathering or Weeks and the Festival of Harvest or Booths. The offering consisted of fine flour, olive oil, frankincense and salt and could contain no leaven. The grain offering was presented to the priests who took the memorial portion and burned it on the altar as an aroma that was pleasing to the LORD. The remainder of the grain offering was the portion of the priests. The word translated "grain" means "tribute" and these offerings were presented as tribute to the LORD for his faithfulness to provide for their needs and as expressions of trust and commitment (Leviticus 2:1-16; 6:14-23; 23:1-44; Numbers 28:4-29:1-40).
Offerings of the Firstfruits. Offerings of the firstfruits were special grain offerings that were brought to God at the Festival of Harvest from the crops harvested at the beginning of the agricultural year and the Festival of Ingathering or Booths from the crops harvested at the end of the agricultural year. God's people were required to bring the first or best of the firstfruits (Exodus 23:14-16, 19). The offering consisted of fine flour, olive oil, frankincense and salt. Some of the offering of the firstfruits was burned as a fire offering to the LORD (Leviticus 2:1-16) and some was given to the priests (Numbers 23:15-21). Like other grain offerings this was a tribute or expression of gratitude to God for his provision for their needs. The offering of firstfruits was also an expression of trust and commitment to God. 

Freewill Offerings. As the name suggests, freewill offerings were not required but were offered freely. Freewill offerings could take the form of burnt, grain, drink, or fellowship offerings. Freewill offerings could also be monetary or material gifts. A good example of a freewill offering is the giving of the people of Israel for the building of the Tabernacle, "So the Israelites brought a freewill offering to the LORD, all the men and women whose hearts prompted them to bring something for all the work that the Lord, through Moses, had commanded to be done" (Exodus 35:29 HCSB). Indeed, so generous was their offering that Moses had to restrain them from giving any more. Freewill offerings expressed the worshipper's thankfulness and devotion to God.
Ritual Purity
Ritual purity was required for people to come before the tabernacle, eat sacred foods, perform religious rites, and ensure that they would not be excluded from the community of God's people. Many things made a person impure or unclean and were forbidden in the law such as contact with a dead body, touching someone or something that was unclean, having a bodily discharge or a skin disease of some kind, eating unclean animals, eating a holy offering, or drinking blood. Ritual purity could be restored in most cases by a ritual washing or bath, a sin or restitution offering, or in the case of exposure to a dead body by being sprinkled with the ashes of a red cow mixed with living water. The requirement of ritual purity emphasizes the need for God's people to be free from impurity when they approach God. The means for restoring ritual purity emphasize the grace of God for providing a way for people to be cleansed so they can approach God.
Circumcision

Circumcision was initiated by God in Genesis 17:9-14 and required of all males on the eighth day after their birth. The ritual of circumcision involved the removal of the foreskin of the penis. Circumcision was a mark in their flesh of the everlasting covenant between God and the people of Israel. This everlasting covenant had deeper ritual implications beyond the removal of the foreskin. As Moses says in Deuteronomy 10:15-16, "Yet the LORD was devoted to your fathers and loved them.  He chose their descendants after them—He chose you out of all the peoples, as it is today.  Therefore, circumcise your hearts and don’t be stiff-necked any longer" (HCSB). Circumcision signified the need for God's people to be submissive to God's leading rather than remaining stubbornly rebellious. Circumcision initiated infants into the people of God and challenged them as they grew to understand its significance and obey God's commands. 
The Redemption of 
The Firstborn
The redemption of the firstborn was initiated in Exodus 13:1-16. All the firstborn males of both man and animals belonged to God because he spared the firstborn of Israel when he passed through Egypt and killed all the firstborn. The firstborn males of clean animals were sacrificed to the LORD. Deuteronomy 15:19-23 instructs God's people to bring the firstborn of their clean animals and eat them in the presence of the LORD at the place he would choose. The firstborn males of unclean animals like donkeys were either redeemed with an animal from the  flock or were killed by breaking their necks. The firstborn male children were redeemed by paying a redemption price. Exodus 13:16 describes the consecration of the firstborn as a sign that the LORD delivered them from Egypt with a mighty hand. The consecration of the firstborn was a reminder of God's grace in delivering them from Egypt. The consecration of the firstborn also illustrated that God's people are indebted to him for their existence.
The Nazarite Vow

The Nazirite vow was a voluntary commitment to consecrate oneself to the service of God. It excluded drinking wine or beer, or even grape juice and eating fresh grapes, or raisons, or anything else produced from the grapevine. The Nazirite also had to cut his hair and not defile himself with a dead body even for his father, mother, sister, or brother if they die. If the Nazarite became defiled, he had to shave his head and go through an eight-day purification process that included sacrifices and rededicating himself to his time of consecration. When his period of consecration was complete, he had to bring offerings to God and shave his head. Afterward he can drink wine (Numbers 6:1-21). The Nazirite vow symbolized giving up worldly pleasures to devote oneself to serve God completely.
The Interpretation of Ritual Law 
in the Old Testament

Each of the major divisions of the Old Testament explains ritual law from different perspectives. The most important perspective is the interpretation of ritual law in the Pentateuch or Law since these interpretations are most closely related to the giving of the ritual laws. However, the perspectives of the Historical Books, Wisdom and Worship Books, and Prophetic Books all provide valuable insights into the significance of ritual law. 

The Pentateuch 

The ritual law in the Pentateuch or Law contains some direct interpretation. The survey that follows reveals that the ritual laws in the Pentateuch or Law were primarily memorials or commemorations to honor God for what he had done, sacrifices and offerings that made atonement for sin and were pleasing to God, marks or signs of the special relationship between God and his people, reminders that God's people were acceptable before him, and practical provisions for the needs of people. Genesis 17:13 explains that circumcision is a mark of God's everlasting covenant with Israel. 
Exodus. Exodus 12:14 explains that the Passover is a memorial of God's deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt. Exodus 12:26-27 explains further that the meaning of this ritual must be passed on to their children. Exodus 12:17 explains that the Festival of Unleavened Bread commemorates the day God delivered Israel from Egypt (See also 13:13). Exodus 13:8-9 explains further that the meaning of this ritual must be passed on to their children. Exodus 12:40-42 explains that the Night of Vigilance honors God for his vigilance to deliver Israel from Egypt. Exodus 13:14-16 explains that the consecration of the firstborn was a sign that God brought Israel out of Egypt by the strength of his hand. Exodus 20:11 explains that the Sabbath commemorates God's creation of the heavens and the earth, the sea, and everything in them. Exodus 23:11-12 explains that the Sabbatical Year was so that the poor could eat and the wild animals could eat what they leave. Exodus 23:13 explains that the Sabbath is to give rest to their livestock and refreshment to their slaves as well as foreigners. Exodus 23:15 explains that the Festival of Unleavened Bread in the month of Abib was because God delivered Israel from Egypt in that month. Exodus 25:22 explains that the ark was a place where God would meet with Moses and speak with him. Exodus 28:12 explains that the two onyx stones with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel that the priest wore were reminders that they were treasured by the LORD. Exodus 28:29 explains that the 12 stones with the names of the sons of Israel that the priest wore were reminders that they were treasured by the LORD. Exodus 28:35 explains that the bells on Aaron's robe were so that he would not die when coming before the LORD. Exodus 28:36-38 explains that the medallion engraved with HOLY TO THE LORD that the priest wore was so that they may find acceptance with the LORD. Exodus 29:42-43 explains that the altar at the entrance to the Tent of meeting was where the LORD would speak with Moses and meet the people of Israel. Exodus 30:21 explains that the bronze basin was so that the priests would not die when they entered the Tent of meeting. Exodus 31:17 explains that the Sabbath was a sign forever that the LORD made the heavens and earth. 
Leviticus. Leviticus 1:17 explains that a burnt offering is a pleasing aroma to the LORD. Leviticus 3:5 and 16 explain that the fellowship offering is a pleasing aroma to the LORD. Leviticus 4:20 explains that the sin offering is to make atonement for the sins of the community, its leaders, and common people so they will be forgiven (See also 26, 31, and 35). Leviticus 5:6 explains that the sin offering is to make atonement for those who have withheld testimony, come in contact with something unclean, or sworn hastily (See also 10 and 13). Leviticus 5:16 explains that the restitution or guilt offering was to make atonement for those who had sinned so they would be forgiven (See also 5:18 and 6:7). Leviticus 5:15 and 21 explains that the grain offering was a pleasing aroma to the LORD. Leviticus 8:28 explains that a special fire offering was to ordain Aaron and his sons to serve as priests. Leviticus 9:5-7 explains that the sin offering and a burnt offering were used to make atonement so that the LORD would appear to his people. Leviticus 11:44-45 explains that they are to avoid that which is unclean because they must be holy since the LORD is holy. Leviticus 12:7-8 explains that the sin offering will make atonement for a woman who has given birth so she will be clean. Leviticus 14:20 explains that a special sin offering and a burnt offering will make atonement for someone with a skin disease so he will be clean. Leviticus 14:53 explains that a special sin offering and burnt offering will make atonement for a house that has had a contamination like mildew so it will be clean. Leviticus 15:15 explains that a special sin offering and burnt offering will make atonement for a man who has a discharge so he will be clean. Leviticus 15:30 explains that a special sin offering and burnt offering will make atonement for a woman who has a discharge so she will be clean. Leviticus 16:10 explains that a goat that is presented to the LORD and released into the wilderness on the Day of Atonement is for purification (See also verses 20-22). Leviticus 16:15-16 explains that the blood of the sin offerings will purify the Holy of Holies from all the sins and impurities of the people of Israel. Leviticus 16:34 explains that the Day of Atonement was a day to make atonement for all their sins. Leviticus 17:11 explains that the life of a creature is in its blood and has been appointed to make atonement on the altar for their lives. Leviticus 19:22 explains that a restitution offering will make atonement for someone who has slept with a slave woman designated for another. Leviticus 20:26 explains that they must not become contaminated by any creature the LORD has called unclean because he is holy and they are his. Leviticus 22:16 explains that a priest must not profane the holy things because he has been set apart by the LORD (See also 22:31-33). Leviticus 23:28 explains that the Day of Atonement is to make atonement for them before the LORD. Leviticus 23:43 explains that they must live in booths for seven days so that their descendants will know that the LORD brought them out of Egypt. Leviticus 26:2 explains that the people of Israel must observe the LORD's sabbaths because he is the LORD.
Numbers. Numbers 5:11-31 explains that a grain offering is given in the jealousy ritual to bring to mind any unfaithfulness that a wife may have committed (Verse 15). Numbers 6:11 explains that the priest must offer a sin offering and a burnt offering on behalf of a Nazarite who has been defiled by a corpse to make atonement on his behalf. Numbers 8:8-19 explains that two bulls must be sacrificed as a presentation offering to atone for the sins of the Levites (12) so that they can serve before the LORD and no plague would come against the people of Israel when they approach the sanctuary (19). Numbers 8:1-11 explains that their fire offerings, whether sin offerings, burnt offerings, fellowship offerings, or grain offerings produced a pleasing aroma to the LORD (See 3, 7, and 10). Numbers 8:22-29 explains that if the community or an individual sins, a burnt offering and a sin offering will make atonement for sin so they will be forgiven. Numbers 28:1-2 explains that the offerings at the appointed times are a pleasing aroma to the LORD. Numbers 28:3-8 explains that the daily offerings are a pleasing aroma to the LORD (8). Numbers 28:16-25 explains that the offerings for the Sabbath are a pleasing aroma to the LORD (24). Numbers 28:26-31 explains that the offerings for the Festival of Weeks are a pleasing aroma to the LORD (27) and make atonement for them (30). Numbers 29:1-6 explains that the offerings for the Festival of Trumpets are a pleasing aroma to the LORD (2) and make atonement for them (5). Numbers 29:7-11 explains that the offerings for the Day of Atonement are a pleasing aroma to the LORD (8). Numbers 29:12-40 explains that their offerings for the Festival of Booths are a pleasing aroma to the LORD (13 and 36).
Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy 5:15 explains that the LORD commanded the people of Israel to keep the Sabbath so that they would remember that they were slaves in the land of Egypt and the LORD brought them out with a strong hand and an outstretched arm. Deuteronomy 10:16-18 explains that the people of Israel must circumcise their hearts because the LORD is the God of gods and Lord of lords and the great, mighty, awesome, and just God. Deuteronomy 14:21 explains that they must not eat any detestable thing because they are a holy people belonging to the LORD their God. Deuteronomy 14:22-23 explains that each year the people of Israel must set aside a tenth of their produce and the firstborn of their herd and flock and eat it in the presence of the LORD so that they will always fear the LORD their God. Deuteronomy 14:28-29 explains that at the end of every three years the people of Israel must store a tenth of all their produce within their gates so that the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow may come, eat, and be satisfied. Deuteronomy 16:1 explains that they must observe the month of Abib and celebrate the Passover because the LORD their God brought them out of Egypt in that month. Deuteronomy 16:3 explains that they must eat only unleavened bread during the Passover because it is the bread of hardship and reminds them that they left the land of Egypt in a hurry. Deuteronomy 23:14 explains that they must maintain the cleanliness of the camp because their encampments must be holy since the LORD their God will walk through their camp and protect them and deliver their enemies to them.  Deuteronomy 26:1-11 explains that the people of Israel must give their firstfruits to the LORD so that they will remember that their ancestors were wanderers who went down to Egypt with few people and lived there where they became great; but the Egyptians mistreated and afflicted them with hard labor; so they called out to the LORD and he heard their cry, saw their misery, and brought them out of Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched arm; and led them to and gave them a land flowing with milk and honey so they will rejoice in all the good things the LORD their God has given them. 
The Historical Books
When the people entered the land of Canaan, Joshua had all the males circumcised. In addition, other ritual laws were probably observed sporadically through the period of the judges and early monarchy. When Solomon built the temple, the ritual laws were probably observed more consistently. The ritual laws were probably observed consistently in the Southern Kingdom of Judah after the division of the monarchy while the Northern Kingdom of Israel established its own rituals that in some ways paralleled those practiced in the Southern Kingdom. The Northern Kingdom collapsed due to its social and religious corruption and the Southern Kingdom continued to observe the ritual laws. However, the Southern Kingdom also was plagued by corruption and collapsed and the people were exiled. During the exile the people of Judah could not observe most of the ritual laws. However, when they returned to Judah after the exile, they rebuilt the temple and sought to observe the ritual laws. 
Joshua 3:9-11 explains that the people of Israel will know that the living God is among them and that he will certainly dispossess he Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites before them when the ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the earth goes ahead of them into the Jordan. In First Samuel 15:22 Samuel explains that obedience is better than sacrifice, "Does the LORD take pleasure in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? Look: to obey is better than sacrifice, to pay attention is better than the fat of rams" (HCSB). In Second Samuel 24:24 David explains that sacrifice requires real sacrifice, "No, I insist on buying it from you for a price, for I will not offer to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing" (HCSB). In First Kings 6:11-13 the LORD assures Solomon regarding the temple, "if you walk in my statutes, observe my ordinances, and keep all my commands by walking in them, I will fulfill my promise to you, which I made to your father David. I will live among the Israelites and not abandon my people Israel" (HCSB). In First Kings 8:30 Solomon explains that the altar in the temple is the place to seek justice. In First Kings 16:15 King Ahaz explains that the bronze altar is a place to seek guidance. David explains to Ornan that sacrifice requires real sacrifice in First Chronicles 21:24, "No, I insist on paying the full price, for I will not take for the LORD what belongs to you or offer burnt offerings that cost me nothing" (HCSB). In Second Chronicles 2:5 Solomon explains that no temple could contain God, "The temple that I am building will be great, for our God is greater than any of the gods. But who is able to build a temple for Him, since even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Him?" (HCSB). In Second Chronicles 7:12-16 God explains that he has chosen and consecrated the temple as a place of sacrifice where he will dwell and that if his people humble themselves, pray and seek his face, and turn from their evil ways, he will be attentive to the prayer from this place, forgive their sin, and heal their land. In Second Chronicles 29:24 King Hezekiah explains that the burnt offerings and sin offerings were for all Israel. In Esther 9:20-28 Mordecai gives instructions for instituting the Festival of Purim on the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month Adar every year to commemorate and celebrate the thwarting of Haman's plot to destroy the Jews. 
The Wisdom/Worship
Books

In Psalm 40:6-8 the psalmist explains that the LORD does not delight in sacrifices and offerings and that he will delight in the one who does his will and allows his instruction to live within him. In Psalm 50:8-14 the LORD explains that he will not accept their sacrifices of bulls and goats because he does not need them and exhorts them to sacrifice thank offering and fulfill their vows to the Most High. In Psalm 51:16-17 the psalmist explains that the LORD does not want a sacrifice or a burnt offering because the sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit and a broken and humble heart. In Psalm 69:30-31 the psalmist explains that a song of praise and thanksgiving will please God more than the sacrifice of an ox or bull. Proverbs 7:13-15 explains that the sacrifices of the wicked are hypocritical. Proverbs 15:8 explains that the sacrifices of the wicked are detestable to the LORD and his delight is in the prayer of the upright. Proverbs 21:3 explains that doing what is righteous and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. Proverbs 21:27 explains that the sacrifice of a wicked person with ulterior motives is detestable to the LORD. In Ecclesiastes 5:1 the Teacher explains that it is better to draw near to God in obedience rather than to sacrifice as fools do.
The Prophetic Books

The Prophetic Books address the periods of the monarchy, the divided kingdom, the fall and exile, and the return and restoration. The prophets were the foremost critics of Israel's observance of the ritual laws. On the one hand, the prophets denounced Israel's worship because of their unfaithfulness and injustice and called them to repent and return to God. On the other hand, the prophets declared that God is faithful and anticipated a time when the hearts of the people of Israel would return to God and they would live faithfully, justly, and righteously and their worship would be pleasing to God. 
Isaiah. In Isaiah 1:11-15 the LORD explains that the sacrifices of the people of Israel are nothing to him, he has had enough of them, has no desire for them and they are useless and detestable to him; he hates their New Moons and festivals and they have become a burden to him and he is tired of putting up with them. In Isaiah 29:13-14 the LORD explains that the people of Israel honor him with lip-service, their hearts are far from him, and their worship consists of man-made rules learned by rote. In Isaiah 43:1-2 the LORD explains that he has redeemed them and called them by name, and they are his. In Isaiah 43:22-24 the LORD explains that he has not burdened the people of Israel with offerings or wearied them with incense, but they have burdened him with their sins and wearied him with their iniquities. In Isaiah 44:22-24 the LORD explains that he has redeemed the people of Israel and swept away their transgression like a cloud and their sins like a mist. Isaiah 48:20-21 explains that the LORD has redeemed the people of Israel when he led them through the desert and made water flow for them from the rock. In Isaiah 51:10-11 the LORD explains that he made the seabed into a road and that the redeemed of the LORD will return. Isaiah 53:10-11 explains that the LORD will crush his righteous Servant and make him a restitution or guilt offering and he will justify many and carry their iniquities. In Isaiah 56:1-7 the LORD explains that the burnt offerings and sacrifices of those who keep his Sabbath without desecrating it by doing evil will be acceptable on his altar. Isaiah 64:6-7 explains that they have become like something unclean, like a polluted garment, and the LORD has hidden his face from them because their iniquities have carried them away like the wind. 
Jeremiah and Lamentations. In Jeremiah 2:7 the LORD explains that they defiled the fertile land he gave them and made it detestable. In Jeremiah 2:22-23 the LORD explains that they can do nothing to remove their sin that remains in front of him and it makes no sense to protest that they are not defiled. In Jeremiah 3:1-2 the LORD explains that their unfaithfulness has made them totally defiled. In Jeremiah 4:4-5 the LORD commands them to remove the foreskin of their hearts. In Jeremiah 6:10 the LORD explains that their ear is uncircumcised so that they cannot pay attention because his word is contemptable to them and they take no pleasure in it. In Jeremiah 6:18-21 Jeremiah explains that the LORD does not need their frankincense or burnt offerings, and their sacrifices are not acceptable to him because they do not pay attention to his word and reject his instruction. In Jeremiah 7:21-23 the LORD explains that when he brought them out of Egypt, he did not command them to sacrifice but to obey him. In Jeremiah 9:25-26 the LORD explains that they are circumcised yet uncircumcised because they are not circumcised in heart. In Jeremiah 14:11-12 the LORD explains that he will not hear their cries or accept their burnt offerings and grain offerings and he will finish them off by sword, famine, and plague. Lamentations 2:6 explains that the LORD has abolished their appointed festivals and Sabbaths. Lamentation 2:7 explains that the LORD has rejected his altar and repudiated his sanctuary. Lamentations 4:13-15 explains that the prophets and priests will be blind and stumble and be rejected because they are defiled by the blood of the righteous that they shed.
Ezekiel. In Ezekiel 5:11 the LORD explains that the people of Israel have defiled his sanctuary with all their detestable practices and abominations.  In Ezekiel 20:12 the LORD explains that he gave them his Sabbaths to serve as a sign between him and them, so they would know that he is the LORD and he sets them apart as holy. In Ezekiel 22:4 the LORD tells Ezekiel to explain to them that they have become defiled by the idols they made. In Ezekiel 23 the LORD compares Samaria and Jerusalem to two sisters, Oholah and Oholiab, and explains that Oholah defiled herself with all those she lusted after and with idols and her sister Oholiab has taken the same course and defiled his sanctuary and his sabbaths. In Ezekiel 36 the LORD explains to Ezekiel that they defiled the land with their actions and idols, but he would save them from their uncleanness by sprinkling clean water on them and giving them a new heart and putting a new spirit within them. In Ezekiel 40-48 the LORD shows Ezekiel the new temple and describes the restoration of the sacrifices and the appointed festivals, new moons, and sabbaths.
The Minor Prophets. In Hosea 2:10-11 the LORD explains that he will put an end to the celebrations of the people of Israel: her feasts, new moons, and sabbaths because of their infidelity with other gods.  In Hosea 4:19 the LORD explains that they will be ashamed of their sacrifices when they are carried off into exile. In Hosea 6:6 the LORD explains, "For I desire loyalty and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings." In Hosea 8:13 the LORD explains that he will not accept their sacrificial gifts and will remember their guilt and punish their sins. Hosea 9:4-6 explains that the LORD will not be pleased with their sacrifices and all who eat the food they offer will become defiled. In Hosea 13:14 the LORD explains that he will redeem them from death as he redeemed the firstborn in Egypt. In Joel 2:12-13 the LORD exhorts them to turn to tear their hearts, not just their clothes and return to him. Amos 4:4-5 uses sarcasm to explain that the worship and sacrifices of the people of Israel are sin because they love to loudly proclaim their offerings. In Amos 5:21-24 the LORD explains that he hates their feasts and is disgusted with their solemn assemblies, he will not accept and will have no regard for their sacrifices, and he will not listen to their songs and music and tells them, "But let justice flow like water, and righteousness, like an unfailing stream" (24 HCSB). In Micah 1:5 the LORD uses rhetorical questions to explain that the worship of the people of Israel, whether in Samaria or Jerusalem, is as unacceptable as the worship at the high places. Micah 4:10 explains that they will go down to Babylon, but there the LORD will redeem them as he did the firstborn of Israel in Egypt. In Micah 6:6-8 Micah says that the LORD does not require generous burnt offerings and explains, "Mankind, he has told you what is good and what it is the LORD requires of you: to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God" (8 HCSB). In Haggai 2:10-14 Haggai explains that this people is like something holy that has been touched by someone who has been defiled by touching a corpse and that every work of their hands and even what they offer is defiled. In Zechariah 4 the vision of a solid gold lampstand with seven lamps is used to explain that the LORD would complete the rebuilding of the temple by his Spirit. Zechariah 14:20-21 explains that HOLY TO THE LORD will be on the bells of the horses like the inscription on the Aaron's medallion. Malachi 1:6-14 explains that by offering blind, sick and lame animals on the altar the people of Israel are profaning the name of the LORD and their fire on the altar is useless and he will accept no offering from them.
The Interpretation of Ritual Law 
in the New Testament

The New Testament also interprets the ritual laws from several different perspectives. The perspectives of the Synoptic Gospels, the Gospel of John, the Book of Acts, the Epistles of Paul, the General Epistles, and the Book of Revelation provide valuable help for understanding the ultimate significance of the ritual laws. 
The Synoptic Gospel

The Synoptic Gospels interpret four general types of ritual law: laws specifying what is clean and unclean, laws regarding the observance of the Sabbath, laws concerning the preparation of the Passover lamb, and instructions for the construction of the sanctuary. First and foremost, the Synoptic Gospels interpret the ritual laws specifying what is clean and unclean. When questioned by the religious leaders about ceremonially cleansing, Jesus explains that they honor God with their lips while their hearts are far from him (Matthew 15:1-9); what goes into a man from the outside does not defile him, but it is what comes out of a man that defiles him (Matthew 15:10-21; Mark 7:17-23); they clean the outside of the cup, but are full of greed and wickedness on the inside (Luke 11:37-41); and it is more important to clean the inside of the cup than the outside of the cup (Matthew 23:25-26). What is more, Jesus frequently demonstrates that he was willing and able to heal people who were unclean because of some ritual law (Matthew 8:1-4, 9:20-22; Mark 1:40-42, 5:23-34; Luke 5:12-13). The Synoptic Gospels repeatedly explain that the laws specifying what is clean and unclean are concerned with inner character rather than outward adherence to the ritual laws and identify Jesus as the one who can make people clean so that they are acceptable in God's presence. 
Second, the Synoptic Gospels interpret the ritual laws regarding the observance of the Sabbath. Jesus rebukes the religious leaders for being hypocrites because they demand strict adherence to the laws regarding the observance of the Sabbath but would not hesitate to lead their ox or donkey to water on the Sabbath (Luke 13:10-17) or rescue their son or ox on the Sabbath (Luke 14:1-6). Jesus explains that the religious leaders would not be so quick to condemn the innocent if they understood that God desires mercy rather than sacrifice (Matthew 12:1-8). Jesus also explains that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28) and it is lawful to do good and heal on the Sabbath rather than do evil and kill (Matthew 12:9-13; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-10), and he is Lord of the Sabbath (Matthew 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5). The Synoptic Gospels repeatedly interpret the laws regarding the observance of the Sabbath fluidly and encourage mercy, doing good, and honoring Jesus as the Lord of the Sabbath. 
Third, the Synoptic Gospels interpret the ritual laws concerning the observance of the Passover. Matthew 26:1-2 indicates that Jesus' crucifixion coincided with the slaughter of the Passover lamb. In Matthew 20:22-28 Jesus explains that the Son of Man came to serve and give his life as a ransom for many. Jesus explains that the bread of the Passover was his body and the wine was his blood and his blood was shed to establish a new covenant (Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:14-22). The Synoptic Gospels repeatedly explain that the Passover lamb is fulfilled in Jesus' sacrificial death on the cross so that sin could be atoned for and a new covenant of grace established. 
Finally, the Synoptic Gospels interpret the instructions for the construction of the tabernacle/temple. In all three gospels it is reported that the curtain of the sanctuary was split in two from top to bottom when Jesus breathed his last (Matthew 27:50-53; Mark 15:37-38; Luke 23:44-46. The veil that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place was removed through Jesus' death so people can enter God's presence.  
The Gospel of John
John 1:14 explains that the Word became flesh and took up residence or tabernacled among us. The tabernacle was fulfilled in the coming of Jesus! In John 1:29-36 John the Baptist identifies Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (29, 36). The Passover lamb was fulfilled in Jesus! John 2:18-22 explains that when Jesus said "Destroy this sanctuary, and I will raise it up in three days" he was speaking about the sanctuary of his body. The sanctuary was fulfilled in Jesus! In John 7:21-24, after the religious leaders confront him for healing on the Sabbath, Jesus tells them, "Stop judging according to outward appearances; rather judge according to righteous judgment" (24 HCSB). Their understanding of the Sabbath was superficial! In John 7:37-39 on the last and greatest day of the feast when the people prayed for rain Jesus says, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. The one who believes in me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water'" (37-38). The Festival of Booths was fulfilled in Jesus!
The Book of Acts

In Acts 10:9-48 Peter has a vision of unclean animals that God commanded him to kill and eat. When Peter refused, the Lord said to him "What God has made clean, you must not call common" (15). After this God sent Peter to the home of Cornelius and he went without objection because God had shown him that he must not call anyone common or unclean. Indeed, Peter concludes, "Now I really understand that God does not show favoritism, but in every nation the person who fears Him and does righteousness is acceptable to Him" (34-35 HCSB). In Acts 11, when Peter reported this to the church in Jerusalem, "they glorified God, saying, 'So God has granted repentance leading to life even to the Gentiles!'" (18 HCSB). In Acts 15, when men came from Judea that taught that it is necessary to be circumcised, Peter responded, "God, who knows the heart, testified to them by giving the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us.  He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith.  Now then, why are you testing God by putting a yoke on the disciples’ necks that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On the contrary, we believe we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus in the same way they are" (8-11 HCSB). The outward practice of the ritual laws regarding ritual defilement and circumcision have been rescinded because of the God's new work of grace in Jesus Christ! 
The Epistles of Paul
Paul interprets a wide variety of ritual laws in his epistles. Preeminent among these is his interpretation of the ritual laws concerning sacrifice. However, he also interprets the ritual laws concerning circumcision, what is clean and unclean, the sanctuary, and firstfruits,

Romans. In Romans Paul interprets ritual laws concerning circumcision, sacrifice, and clean and unclean food. In Romans 2:25-29 Paul explains that true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh, but circumcision of the heart by the Spirit. In Romans 4:9-12 Paul explains that faith was credited to Abraham for righteousness before he was circumcised and he was made the father of all who believe whether they are circumcised or not. In Romans 3:21-26 Paul explains that God presented Jesus as a propitiation or sacrifice of atonement and through faith in his blood all people are justified freely by his grace. In Romans 5:6-11 Paul explains that people are reconciled to God through the death of his Son and saved by his life. Jesus' death is an atoning sacrifice! In Romans 12:1-2 Paul urges Christians to present their bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God because this is their spiritual worship. In Romans 14:1-12 Paul explains that Christians should not argue and criticize their brother about doubtful issues such as food because food is a matter of indifference and they belong to the LORD. In Romans 14:19-23 Paul explains the Christians should pursue peace and what builds up their brother and that even though everything is clean it is wrong for someone to cause another to stumble by what he eats. 
First and Second Corinthians. In First and Second Corinthians Paul interprets ritual laws regarding Passover, sacrifice, the sanctuary, clean and unclean foods, the offering of firstfruits, and circumcision. In First Corinthians 5:6-8 Paul explains that Christians should remove the leaven of malice and evil and live with sincerity and truth because Christ is their Passover sacrifice. In First Corinthians 11:23-26 Paul explains that Jesus identified the Passover bread as his body that is for them and the Passover cup is the new covenant established by his blood. In First Corinthians 15:1-3 Paul explains that Christ died for sins in accordance with Scripture. In Second Corinthians 5:14-21 Paul explains that that Christians all died through Jesus' death so they can be a new creation that lives for the one who died for them. In First Corinthians 3:16-17 Paul explains that they should not destroy another Christian because they are God's sanctuary. In First Corinthians 6:18-20 Paul explains that Christians should run from sexual immorality and glorify God with their bodies because their bodies are the sanctuary of the Holy Spirit and they have been bought with a price. In First Corinthians 8:1-13 Paul explains that Christians should not harm others by what they eat or do anything that would be harmful for them. In First Corinthians 10:23-33 Paul explains that Christians can eat everything that is sold in the market or set before them, but they should not give offense to others and seek what is beneficial for others rather than themselves. In First Corinthians 15:20-25 Paul explains that Jesus is the firstfruits of all those who have died and belong to him and will be made alive through him. In First Corinthians 7:17-19 Paul explains that Christians should remain with God in whatever situation the Lord assigned because it doesn't matter if they are circumcised or uncircumcised. 

Galatians. In Galatians Paul primarily interprets the ritual laws concerning circumcision but also addresses the ritual laws concerning what is clean and unclean and sacrifice. In Galatians 2:1-5 Paul explains that Titus was not compelled to be circumcised by the Jerusalem church and that when false brothers came in to steal their freedom in Christ, he did not submit to them in order to preserve the truth of the gospel. In Galatians 5:1-12 Paul explains that anyone who gets circumcised and tries to be justified by the law is alienated from Christ because "neither circumcision nor uncircumcision accomplishes anything; what matters is faith working through love" (6 HCSB). In Galatians 6:11-15 Paul explains that "both circumcision and uncircumcision mean nothing; what matters instead is a new creation" (15 HCSB). Paul opposes Peter for eating only with fellow Jews and explains in Galatians 3:11-14 that the laws regarding what is clean and unclean have been rescinded since no one is justified before God by the law and that Christ redeemed Christians from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for them on the cross. In Galatians 2:15-21 Paul explains that the ritual laws regarding sacrifice are fulfilled in Christ since Christians are justified by faith rather than works of the law and that he has been crucified with Christ, died to the law, and lives by faith in the Son of God.
Ephesians. In Ephesians Paul interprets the ritual laws concerning sacrifice. Paul explains that the ritual laws concerning sacrifice are fulfilled in Christ who brought redemption by his blood, unity by his flesh, and reconciliation through the cross to make the church holy and blameless. In Ephesians 1:7-11 Paul explains that the blood of Jesus brings redemption and the forgiveness of sins by God's grace. In Ephesians 2:11-22 Paul explains that the Galatians Christians were far from God and without hope, but God brought them near by the blood of the Messiah, tore down the dividing wall of hostility and created in himself one new man by his flesh, and reconciled both to God in one body and put the hostility to death through his cross. In Ephesians 5:1-2 Paul explains that the Ephesians Christians should walk in love following the example of the Messiah who loved them and gave himself for them as a fragrant sacrificial offering to God. In Ephesians 5:25-27 Paul explains that Jesus loved the church and gave himself for her to make her holy and blameless.

Philippians. In Philippians Paul interprets the ritual laws concerning sacrifice and circumcision. In Philippians 2:5-11 Paul explains that Christ Jesus became obedient to death on the cross and God highly exalted him so that that everyone would submit to and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. In Philippians 2:17 Paul explains that he is glad and rejoices because he views his service as a drink offering and their service as a sacrifice and they should be glad and rejoice with him. In Philippians 3:10-11 Paul explains that his goal is to know Jesus Christ, the fellowship of his suffering, and the power of his resurrection. In Philippians 4:15-18 Paul explains that the gifts that the Philippian Christians have provided for him through Epaphroditus are a fragrant offering and acceptable sacrifice that pleases God. In Philippians 3:2-11 Paul explains that Christians are the true circumcision and that circumcision is of no value and even loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus. 
Colossians. In Colossians Paul interprets the ritual laws concerning sacrifice, circumcision, and holy days. In Colossians 1:19-23 Paul explains that God reconciled them to himself by making peace through the shedding of Jesus' blood on the cross to present them holy, faultless, and blameless before him. In Colossians 3:2-11 Paul explains that they should seek what is above and put to death what belongs to their worldly nature because they have been raised with the Messiah and when he is revealed they will be revealed with him. Paul explains that the observance of the laws concerning what is clean and unclean, circumcision, and holy days have been rescinded in Christ. In Colossians 2:20-23 Paul explains that those who have died with the Messiah should no longer belong to the world and submit to its regulations regarding what to touch and taste because they are not of any value for curbing self-indulgence. In Colossians 2:8-13 Paul explains that they were circumcised by Christ with a circumcision without hands by putting off the body of flesh and being made alive with him when they were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of their flesh. In Colossians 2:16-17 Paul explains that they should not let anyone judge them about food and drink and festivals, new moons, or Sabbath days because they are merely a shadow of what is to come and are fulfilled in the Messiah. 

First Thessalonians. In First Thessalonians Paul interprets the ritual laws regarding sacrifice. In First Thessalonians 5:4-11 Paul explains that they should be alert and put the armor of faith and love on their chests and the helmet of the hope of salvation on their heads and encourage one another because God appointed them to obtain salvation through their Lord Jesus Christ who died for them so they can live together with him.

The Pastoral Epistles. In the Pastoral Epistles Paul interprets the ritual laws regarding sacrifice. In First Timothy 2:5-6 Paul explains that there is one mediator between God and humanity, Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom or price of redemption for all. In Second Timothy 2:11-13 explains that if Christians die with Christ, they will also live with him. In Second Timothy 4:6-8 Paul explains that he is being poured out as a drink offering and by fighting the good fight, finishing the race, and keeping the faith and there is a crown of righteousness reserved for him that will be given to him as well as all those who love his appearing. In Second Timothy 2:11-14 Paul explains that the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people when Jesus gave himself to redeem them and cleanse them to be his own possession.

The General Epistles
Apart from the Epistle to the Hebrews, the General Epistles contain limited interpretation of the ritual laws in First Peter and First John. However, Hebrews makes up for this by extensively interpreting a wide variety of ritual laws. 
Hebrews. The author of Hebrews interprets the ritual laws regarding the high priest, the Sabbath, the sanctuary, the sacrifices, the curtain separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies, and the Day of Atonement. Hebrews 3:1 explains that Jesus is the high priest that Christians confess. Hebrews 4:1-13 explains that "a Sabbath rest remains for God's people" (9). Hebrews 4:14-16 explains that Jesus is a great high priest who can sympathize with has Christian weakness because he "has been tested in every way as we are, yet without sin" (15). Hebrews 5:1-10 explains that Jesus is "a high priest forever in the order of Melchizedek" (10), who "learned obedience through what he suffered" (8), and "became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him" (9). Hebrews 6:15-20 explains that Jesus is a high priest forever in the order of Melchizedek who has entered the inner sanctuary behind the curtain so that Christians can have this hope as an anchor for their lives. Hebrews 7:11-28 explains that Jesus is a high priest forever in the order of Melchizedek who introduces a new covenant with a better hope through which Christians draw near to God because he offered himself once for all. Hebrews 8:1-6 explains that the sacrifices prescribed by the law "serve as a copy and shadow of the heavenly things" (5) and Jesus obtained a superior ministry, is the mediator of a better covenant, which has better promises. Hebrews 9:1-14 explains that Jesus offered himself without blemish as a superior sacrifice that cleanses consciences to serve the living God. Hebrews 9:23-28 explains that Jesus entered a superior heavenly sanctuary, sacrificed himself to bear and remove the sins of many, and he will return "to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him" (28). Hebrews 10:1-18 explains that it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin, but Christians have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all. Hebrews 10:19-25 explains that Jesus as the great high priest has opened a new and living way through the curtain through the blood of his sacrifice. Hebrews 13:10-12 explains that like the sacrifice on the Day of Atonement "Jesus also suffered outside the gate, so that he might sanctify the people by his blood" (12). Hebrews 13:13-16 explains that Christians should bear the reproach he endured, offer up a sacrifice of praise, and do good and share what they have "for such sacrifices are pleasing to God" (16). 
First Peter. Peter interprets the ritual laws concerning sacrifice, the sanctuary, and priesthood. In First Peter 1:10-12 Peter explains that the prophets testified in advance about the messianic sufferings and the glories that would follow. In First Peter 2:18-25 Peter explains that Christians should endure suffering because this brings favor with God since Christ also suffered for them as an example and he bore their sins on a tree. In First Peter 3:13-18 Peter explains that Christians should be willing to suffer for Christ also suffered and was put to death to bring them to God. In First Peter 4:1-2 Peter explains that Christians should be resolved to suffer in the flesh and live for God because Christ suffered in the flesh. In First Peter 4:12-14 Peter explains that Christians should not be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes and they are ridiculed for the name of Christ but rejoice because they share in the sufferings of the Messiah. In addition, In First Peter 2:1-17 Peter explains that Christians are living stones of a spiritual house for a royal priesthood who have received mercy and become God's people.

First John. John also interprets the ritual laws concerning sacrifice. In First John 1:5-10 John explains that if Christians walk in the light of Jesus, his blood cleanses them from all sin and if they confess their sins, he is faithful and righteous and will forgive and cleanse them from all unrighteousness. In First John 2:1-2 John explains that if anyone sins, Jesus Christ the Righteous One is the propitiation or atoning sacrifice for their sins and the sins of the whole world. In First John 3:16-20 John explains that Christians should lay down their lives for their brothers because Jesus laid down his life for them. In First John 4:7-12 John explains that God sent his One and Only Son into the world to be a propitiation or atoning sacrifice for sin.

Revelation
John primarily interprets the ritual laws regarding the Passover lamb which he understands to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. In Revelation 5:1-14 John reveals that only the Lamb that was slaughter is worthy to open the scroll and its seven seals and receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing because he was slaughtered and redeemed people for God by his blood and made them a kingdom of priests. In Revelation 7:13-17 John reveals that the ones coming out of the great tribulation will wash their robes and make them white in the blood of the Lamb and the Lamb who sits at the center of the throne will take care of and comfort them. In Revelation 12:10-12 John reveals the kingdom of God and authority of his Messiah has come, the accuser has been thrown out, and the faithful will conquer him by the blood of the Lamb and by their testimony. In Revelation 13:5-10 John reveals that all those whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb who was slaughtered will worship the Beast. In Revelation 14:1-5 John reveals that the Lamb will stand on Mount Zion with 144,000 who have been redeemed, have his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads, and have not defiled themselves and follow the Lamb wherever he went will sing a new song before the throne. In Revelation 17:1-14 John reveals that the Scarlet Beast will give authority to ten kings and they will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and the chosen and faithful will be with him. In Revelation 19:1-9 John reveals that after the fall of Babylon the Great it will be time for the marriage supper of the Lamb. In Revelation 21:1-14 John reveals that the holy city, Jerusalem, will come down out of heaven and God's dwelling or tabernacle will be there with the wife of the Lamb. In Revelation 21:15-27 John reveals the layout of the New Jerusalem but observes that there was no sanctuary because the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its sanctuary and it is illuminated by the glory of God and the Lamb and only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life will enter. In Revelation 22:1-5 John reveals that there will be a river of living water, sparkling like crystal flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb down the middle of the city with the tree of life on both sides of the river and the throne of God and the Lamb will be in the city and they will see his face and God and the Lamb will reign forever and ever. 

Interpreting Ritual Law

At first glance ritual law seems strange to modern readers of the Bible and they might not even see the point of interpreting Old Testament ritual law. Nonetheless, interpreting ritual law can be extremely worthwhile. As we have seen above under Interpreting Old Testament Ritual in the New Testament, Jesus and the authors of the New Testament found a wealth of meaning in Old Testament ritual law. The question is "How can ritual law be interpreted?" Below I provide some principles for interpreting ritual law, things to consider when interpreting ritual law, and a simple approach for studying and applying ritual law. 
Principles for Interpretation

After observing and considering the ways that religious rituals are interpreted in the Old and New Testament it is possible to deduce some general principles that are helpful for interpretation. First, ritual law often contains some explanation of the meaning of the ritual in the passage where the ritual law appears. As Exodus 20:11 explains, "For the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and everything in them in six days; then He rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and declared it holy" (HCSB). Second, ritual law often vividly depicts the meaning of the ritual in the observance of the ritual. For example, the sinner laying his hand on the burnt offering and slaughtering it vividly depicts him identifying with the animal which is sacrificed in his place (Leviticus 4). Third, ritual law often reenacts events of the past to commemorate them and honor God. For example, the people of Israel are instructed to eat the Passover in a hurry to reenact the events of the first Passover in Exodus 12:11, "Here is how you must eat it: you must be dressed for travel, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. You are to eat it in a hurry; it is the LORD’s Passover" (HCSB). Fourth, ritual law normally points as a sign to something significant that transcends the ritual. As God explains to Moses in Exodus 31:13, the Sabbath "is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, so that you will know that I am Yahweh who sets you apart" (HCSB). Fifth, ritual law often demands that more is required than simply observing the ritual. For example, Deuteronomy 10:16 explains the underlying requirement of circumcision, "Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn" (ESV). Sixth, ritual law often depicts observances that have no power in themselves apart from God. As Hebrews 10:4 says, "For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins" (HCSB). Seventh, the observance of ritual law is not as important as heartfelt devotion and obedience to God. As Samuel explains to Saul in 1 Samuel 15:22, "Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams" (ESV). Eighth, the observance of ritual law can be displeasing to the LORD if his people act in an unworthy way. As the LORD says in Jeremiah 6:20, " What use to Me is frankincense from Sheba or sweet calamus from a distant land? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable; your sacrifices do not please Me" (HCSB). Ninth, ritual law was made for the benefit of mankind rather than to hold them captive. For example, Jesus tells the Pharisees in Mark 2:27, "The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore, the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath" (HCSB). Tenth, the outward observance of ritual law is often rescinded by the coming of Jesus. As Paul says in Galatians 5:6, "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision accomplishes anything; what matters is faith working through love" (HCSB). Eleventh, ritual law is often fulfilled and surpassed by the coming of Jesus Christ. As John the Baptist says to his followers when he sees Jesus in John 1:29, "Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (HCSB). Twelfth, ritual law is sometimes fulfilled by Christians and the church. As Paul says in Romans 12:1, "Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship" (HCSB).  
Things to Consider
Based on these principles for interpretation there are some key factors that need to be considered when interpreting Old Testament ritual law. First, what is explained about the ritual law in the passage should be considered. Second, what is implicit in the observance of the ritual law should be considered. Third, the historical background of the ritual 1aw should be considered. Fourth, the deeper meaning of the ritual law should be considered. Fifth, what is implied about conduct beyond the observance of the ritual law should be considered. Sixth, the future implications of the ritual law should be considered. Seventh, what is revealed about the ritual law in the remainder of the Old Testament should be considered. Finally, what is revealed about the ritual law in the New Testament should be considered. 
Interpreting Ritual

Law
The question remains, "How can ritual law be interpreted?" I recommend following the methods I have introduced in Ears to Hear: A Guide for the Interpretation of the Bible. In Ears to Hear I introduce methods for studying a passage and its details, applying the message of a passage to the modern situation, and communicating the message through a sermon or Bible study. The method for studying a passage I introduce in Ears to Hear looks at the passage from different perspectives: Text and translation, background and purpose, literary context and role, form and function, strategy and structure, message or messages, and analysis of the details. Though all of these perspectives are valuable for interpreting a passage, form and function and analysis of the details are the most important for interpreting ritual law. The method for applying the message I introduce in Ears to Hear provides a means for bridging the contextual gap between the original and modern situations. This is essential for applying the message of ritual law because the coming of Jesus has dramatically affected the way ritual law should be applied.
Form and function. Form and function is an important perspective for interpreting ritual law. Form refers to the specific type of literature in which the passage is composed. Function refers to the way that particular form works to communicate the message. Ritual law can be generally classified as exhortation. Simply put, exhortation consists of commands and/or prohibitions and reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibitions indicate the appropriate response. The reasoned arguments provide the rationale for obedience. This definition suits ritual law. However, ritual law is a unique type of exhortation that gives instructions for making things used in religious rituals or observing religious rituals. These religious objects and rituals have an underlying meaning that requires some imagination to understand. However, care must be exercised to avoid overspeculation. 

Analysis of the details. Analysis of the details is another important perspective for interpreting ritual law. In Ears to Hear I provide guidance for studying seven common kinds of detail: historical allusions, literary quotations and allusions, geographical references, sociological features, figures of speech, important words, and grammatical emphases. In addition, ritual law can be understood by considering what is implicit in the object or ritual, what is explained about the object or ritual in the passage, and what is revealed about the object or ritual elsewhere in the Old Testament. The method for interpreting a passage I introduced in Ears to Hear focuses on the message of the passage in the original situation. Therefore, it only considers what could be reasonably understood by those in the original context. Therefore, what is explained about ritual law in the New Testament is excluded from consideration at this point. Indeed, introducing the radical changes caused by the coming of Jesus Christ would just cloud the issue. 
Application of the message. Nonetheless, the method for interpreting a passage I introduce in Ears to Hear does provide an opportunity to consider what the New Testament says about ritual law in Application of the Message. Application refers to taking the message of a passage that was addressed to an ancient people and situation and determining what it means for modern people and situations. The method for applying the message of the passage I introduce in Ears to Hear establishes a correspondence between the original and modern situations, cautiously distinguishes between what is timeless and contextualized, and adjusts the statement of the message only where necessary based on the differences between the original and modern situations. Once the message in the original context has been determined, what is revealed about ritual law in the New Testament can be considered. The radical difference between the original and modern situations is the coming of Jesus Christ. The coming of Jesus Christ changes a great deal, especially concerning the interpretation of ritual law. 
The chapters that follow illustrate how ritual law can be interpreted by applying the methods for studying a passage, applying the message of a passage, and communicating the message introduced in Ears to Hear to passages that contain ritual law. I have selected these passages because they include examples of a wide variety of ritual laws from every book that contains ritual law.
CHAPTER TWO

EVERY MALE MUST BE CIRCUMCISED
Genesis 17:1-27

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation

17:1When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "I am God Almighty! Walk in my presence and be complete! 2I will certainly make my covenant between me and between you, and I will certainly multiply you very exceedingly." 3Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke with him, saying: 4"As for me, Behold, my covenant is with you, and you will become the father of a multitude of nations. 5Your name will by no means be Abram, but your name will be Abraham, for I will make you the father of many nations. 6I will make you very exceedingly fruitful and will make nations and kings come from you. 7I will confirm my covenant between me and between you and between your offspring throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant to be God for you and for your offspring after you. 8And to you and your offspring after you I will give the land of your travels, all the land of Canaan, as an eternal possession, and I will be their God." 

9Then God said to Abraham, "You yourself, you and your offspring after you must guard my covenant throughout their generations. 10This is my covenant, which you must guard between me and between you and between your offspring after you, for you to circumcise every male. 11You will circumcise the flesh of your foreskin and it will be a sign of the covenant between me and between you. 12A son at eight days must be circumcised, every male among you, whether he was born in the house or purchased with money from any foreigner, 13must certainly be circumcised, whether he was born in your house or purchased with your money. My covenant will be in your flesh as an everlasting covenant. 14 If any male is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that one will be cut off from his people. He has broken my covenant!" 15God said to Abraham, "Your wife Sarai, you must not call her name Sarai, for Sarah will be her name. 16I will bless her; indeed, I will give you a son from her.  I will bless her, and she will produce nations; kings of peoples will come to be from her." 17Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said in his heart, "Can a child be born to a hundred-year-old man? If so Sarah, a ninety-year-old woman would have to give birth." 18So Abraham said to the God, "If only Ishmael were [acceptable] to you!" 19But God said, "Truly, Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you will call his name Isaac, and I will confirm my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 20As for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I will bless him; I will make him fruitful and will multiply him very exceedingly. He will bear 12 tribal leaders, and I will make him into a great nation. 21But I will confirm my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear for you at this time next year." 22When he finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. 

23Then Abraham took his son Ishmael and all who were born in his house and all purchased with his money and every male among the men of Abraham’s household and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskin on that selfsame day. This was according to what God said to him. 24Abraham was 99 years old when the flesh of his foreskin was circumcised, 25and his son Ishmael was 13 years old when the flesh of his foreskin was circumcised. 26On that selfsame day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised 27and all the men of his house whether those born in his house or purchased with money from a foreigner were circumcised with him. 

Background and Purpose

The passage describes a setting in which God came to Abram and established an everlasting covenant with him and his descendants, promised to give them the land of Canaan and be their God, and required that they keep his covenant and circumcise every male as a sign of the covenant.  This setting reflects a situation in which the readers are also challenged to be circumcised and live in a covenant relationship with God. The purpose of the passage was to encourage God's people to be circumcised and be faithful to the covenant between them and God.
Literary Context and Role

Genesis is structured chronologically beginning with history of mankind from Creation through the fall of the Tower of Babel in chapters 1-11 to the history of the Patriarchs in chapters 12-50. The history of the Patriarchs begins with the story of Abram. In chapter 12 God calls Abram to leave his homeland and go to a land God would show him and Abram obeys. Chapters 13-14 narrate Abram's adventures on the way to the land of Canaan. In chapter 15 God promises Abram that his very own son will be his heir and his descendants will be as numerous as the stars and Abram believes him. However, in chapter 16 Abram listens to his wife Sarai who gives him her servant Hagar, and she bears him a son named Ishmael. Chapters 15-16 provide the key background information for understanding this passage where God establishes his covenant with Abram and reaffirms his promise to give him a son through his wife Sarah with whom he would confirm his covenant.
Form and Function

The passage can be generally categorized as historical narrative. The key elements in historical narrative are setting, characters, and plot. The readers are intended to identify with the main characters in their situation and learn from experience as the plot develops. In this passage the readers are intended to identify with Abraham as he is challenged by God to live in covenant relationship with him. As God promises Abraham that he will give him and his descendants the land of Canaan and challenges him to keep his covenant and circumcise all the males in his household, the readers would be led to be circumcised and keep the covenant based on God's promises. However, this narrative is dominated by the ritual law regarding circumcision. Ritual law is a unique kind of exhortation. Simply put, exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions and reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibition indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide the motivation for obedience. What makes ritual law unique is that it contains instructions for making religious objects or observing religious rituals. This passage gives instructions for the religious ritual of circumcision. What is revealed through the ritual of circumcision can be understood by considering what is inherent within the ritual and what is explained in the passage and the rest of the Old Testament. This requires some imagination. However, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. 

Strategy and Structure

The passage has a simple strategy. The LORD exhorts Abraham to walk with him (1-8), guard his covenant and circumcise every male (9-14), and promises to confirm his covenant with Abraham's son through Sarah (15-22). The passage concludes with Abraham obeying God by circumcising all his males (23-27). This strategy leads the readers to obey God by walking with him, guarding the covenant, and circumcising all their males like Abraham based on God's promise to confirm the covenant. 

I.
The LORD Exhorts Abram to Walk with Him (17:1-8)
A.
The LORD Commands Abram to Walk in His Presence and Be Complete (1) 
B.
The LORD Promises to Establish His Covenant with Abram and Greatly Multiply Him (2)
C.
God Promises that He Will Make a Covenant with Abram and He Will Become the Father of Many Nations (3-4)
D.
God Changes Abram's Name to Abraham because He Will Be the Father of Many Nations (5)
E.
God Promises that He Will Make Abraham Fruitful and that Nations and Kings Will Come from Him (6)

F.
God Promises to Confirm His Everlasting Covenant with Abraham and His Offspring (7)
G.
God Promises to Give Abraham and His Offspring the Land of Canaan and Be their God (8)
II.
God Exhorts Abraham to Guard the Covenant and Circumcise Every Male (17:9-14)
A.
God Commands Abraham and His Offspring to Keep His Covenant Throughout Their Generations (9)
B.
God Identifies His Covenant with Circumcising Every Male (10)
C.
God Commands Abraham to Circumcise Every Male as a Sign of His Covenant (11)

D.
God Commands Abraham to Circumcise Every Male so His Covenant Will Be in Their Flesh as an Everlasting Covenant (12-13)

E.
God Warns Abraham that any Male Who Is Not Circumcised Must Be Cut Off from His People (14)

III.
God Confirms His Covenant with Abraham's Son through Sarah (17:15-22)

A.
God Changes Sarai's name to Sarah and Promises to Bless Her and Give Abraham a Son from Her (15-16)

B.
Abraham Is Skeptical and Expresses His Desire that Ishmael to Be Accepted (17-18)

C.
God Reaffirms His Promise that Sarah Will Bear Abraham a Son through Whom He Will Confirm His Covenant (19)

D.
God Promises to Make Ishmael Fruitful and Multiply Him into a Great Nation (20)

E.
God Reaffirms His Promise to Confirm His Covenant through Isaac and Departs (21-22) 

IV.
Abraham Obeys God (17:23-27)
A.
Abraham Circumcises All the Males in His Household as God Told Him (23)

B.
Abraham and Ishmael are Circumcised along with All the Males on that Very Day (24-27)
Message 

God's people should walk completely with the LORD because he is God Almighty and he will make his covenant with them, bless and greatly multiply them, confirm his covenant with them as an everlasting covenant, give them all the land of Canaan, and be their God. God's people should guard the covenant and circumcise all their males because those who break the covenant will be cut off from Israel. God's people should guard the covenant and circumcise all their males because God confirmed his everlasting covenant with them by giving Abraham a son from Sarah. God's people should obey God and circumcise all their males as a sign of their commitment to the covenant.
Analysis of the Details

Walk Completely in God's
Presence
The LORD exhorts Abram to walk completely in his presence in 17:1-8. The LORD commands Abram to walk completely in his presence in verse 1, "1When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "I am God Almighty! Walk in my presence and be complete!"  The LORD identifies himself as El Shaddai. The origin and meaning of this title is uncertain but it was understood from early on as "God Almighty." Wenham says, "Shaddai evokes the idea that God is able to make the barren fertile and to fulfill his promises" (20) This name emphasizes the LORD's power and authority and would lead Abram to heed whatever God had to say. The command to walk in the presence of God Almighty meant to live his life in close relationship with God. The second command "be complete" is ambiguous and has been translated in various ways, predominantly "blameless" and "perfect." I have understood this command as a call to absolute commitment. As Francisco says, "It was a token of the wholehearted devotion to God that must characterize his people" (Francisco, 171). The LORD promises to make his covenant with Abram and greatly multiply him in verse 2, "2I will certainly make my covenant between me and between you, and I will certainly multiply you very exceedingly." The cohortative mood is used to emphasize God's determination to "certainly make" his covenant with Abram and "certainly multiply" him. A noun frequently used like an intensifying adverb is repeated to emphasize God's promise to multiply Abram "very exceedingly" (Literally "with exceeding excess"). 
God promises to make a covenant with Abram and that he will become the father of many nations in verses 3-4,"3Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke with him, saying: 4"As for me, Behold, my covenant is with you and you will become the father of a multitude of nations." By falling face down Abram was vividly expressing his submission to God. A first person pronoun independent of the rest of the sentence ("As for me") is used to emphasize God's commitment to make this covenant with Abram. The interjection "Behold" draws attention to and emphasizes what follows. What follows is God's promise that his covenant will be with Abram and he will become the father of many nations. The perfect state is used to emphasize that Abram "will" become the father of many nations. The promise that Abram will be the father of many nations is most naturally understood as the nations that come directly from Abraham's wife and concubines. However, Van Rad says, "Abraham's call was connected with the hope of a universal extension of God's salvation beyond the limits of Israel" (Van Rad, 200). God changes Abram's name to Abraham in verse 5, "Your name will by no means be Abram, but your name will be Abraham, for I will make you the father of many nations." An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that his name "will by no means" be Abram. The change of names from Abram to Abraham signals his new identity as the "father of a multitude." Matthews observes, "By a sound play on the words 'father' (ab) and 'many' (hamon), the Lord provides Abram (abram) the signal name 'Abraham' (abraham)" (202). The perfect state is used to emphasize that God "will" make Abraham the father of a multitude. God promises that he will make Abraham fruitful and that nations and kings will come from him in verse 6, "6I will make you very exceedingly fruitful and will make nations and kings come from you." The perfect state is used to emphasize that God "will" make Abram fruitful. A noun frequently used like an intensifying adverb is repeated to emphasize God's promise to make Abram "very exceedingly" fruitful (Literally "with exceeding excess"). The perfect state is used to emphasize that God "will" make nations and kings come from Abram. 
God promises to confirm his everlasting covenant with Abraham and his offspring in verse 7, "7I will confirm my covenant between me and between you and between your offspring throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant to be God for you and for your offspring after you." The perfect state is used to emphasize that God "will" confirm his covenant with Abraham and his offspring. The verb translated "confirm" could be translated "cause to stand" and is frequently translated "establish." This verb emphasizes that God's covenant is stable and reliable. The stability and reliability of God's covenant is also emphasized by the idiom "throughout their generations" and the absolute temporal noun "everlasting." God promises to give Abraham and his offspring the land of Canaan and be their God in verse 8, "8And to you and your offspring after you I will give the land of your travels, all the land of Canaan, as an eternal possession, and I will be their God." The perfect state is used to emphasize that God "will" them the land of Canaan. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that they would possess "all" the land of Canaan. The absolute temporal noun is used to emphasize that they will possess the land "forever." The perfect state is used to emphasize that God "will be" their God. That God will be their God probably emphasizes their unique and privileged relationship with God. Wenham says that "to be God for you" "expresses the heart of the covenant, that God has chosen Abraham and his descendants, so that they are in a unique relationship: he is their God, and they are his people" (Wenham, 22). These promises would provide motivation for the readers to obey God as Abraham's offspring. Therefore, God's people should walk completely in the presence of the LORD because he is God Almighty and he will make his covenant with them, bless and greatly multiply them, confirm his covenant with them as an everlasting covenant, give them all the land of Canaan, and be their God. 
Guard the Covenant
God exhorts Abraham to guard the covenant and circumcise all his males in 17:9-14. God exhorts Abraham and his offspring to guard the covenant in verse 9, "9Then God said to Abraham, "You yourself, you and your offspring after you must guard my covenant throughout their generations." An emphatic subject pronoun ("Your yourself") is used to emphasize Abraham's responsibility to guard the covenant. An absolute command is used to emphasize that Abraham and his offspring "must guard" his covenant. The verb translated "guard" vividly describes the care they must take to obey God's covenant and is often translated "keep." God identifies his covenant with circumcision in verse 10, "10This is my covenant, which you must guard between me and between you and between your offspring after you, for you to circumcise every male." The absolute command "you must guard" is repeated to emphasize that Abraham and his offspring must carefully obey God's covenant. Oddly, God says that his covenant is "to circumcise every male." The ritual act of circumcision encompasses all that is meant by covenant. The meaning of circumcision goes far beyond the physical procedure of removing the foreskin and vividly emphasizes the need for complete commitment to the covenant. The basic character of the covenant has already been summarized in verse 1, "Walk in my presence and be complete!" The imagery of circumcision probably implies the removal of the old life in the flesh for a new life that is distinct. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that Abraham must circumcise "every" male. 
God commands Abraham to circumcise every male as a sign of the covenant in verse 11, "11You will circumcise the flesh of your foreskin and it will be a sign of the covenant between me and between you." A sign points to something beyond itself and in this case, circumcision points to the covenant relationship between God and Abraham. Van Rad says that circumcision is "an act of confession and an appropriation of the divine revealed will" (Van Rad, 201). God commands Abraham to circumcise every male so that his covenant will be in their flesh as an everlasting covenant in verses 12-13, "12A son at eight days must  be circumcised, every male among you, whether he was born in the house or purchased with money from any foreigner, 13must certainly be circumcised, whether he was born in your house or purchased with your money. My covenant will be in your flesh as an everlasting covenant." An absolute command is used to emphasize that sons "must be circumcised." Two forms of the same verb are used to emphasize that every male "must certainly be circumcised" (Literally "to circumcise, he must be circumcised"). The absolute noun is used to emphasize that "every" male must be circumcised. The different categories of people that must be circumcised further emphasize that everyone must be circumcised. The absolute temporal noun is used to emphasize that this is an "everlasting" covenant. God warns Abraham that any male who is not circumcised must be cut off from his people in verse 14, "14If any male is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that one will be cut off from his people. He has broken my covenant!" So serious is the requirement that every male be circumcised, that the one who is not circumcised will be "cut off" or expelled from his people because he has broken the covenant. It is ironically appropriate that those who refuse to have their foreskin cut off would be cut off from the people. To be cut off from the people was a serious matter since he would have difficulty surviving on his own. As God exhorts Abraham, the readers would also be led to guard the covenant and circumcise their males. Therefore, God's people should guard the covenant and circumcise all their males because those who break the covenant will be cut off from Israel.
Confirmation of the 

Covenant

God confirms the covenant with Abraham's son through Sarah in 17:15-22. God changes Sarai's name and promises to bless her and give Abraham a son from her in verses 15-16, "15God said to Abraham, 'Your wife Sarai, you must not call her name Sarai, for Sarah will be her name. 16I will bless her; indeed, I will give you a son from her.  I will bless her, and she will produce nations; kings of peoples will come to be from her.'" An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that Abraham "must not" call his wife Sarai. Sarai's new name Sarah means "noble woman" or "princess." The interjection "indeed" is used to emphasize God's promises to Abraham and Sarah. Perfect state verbs are used to emphasize that God "will" bless Sarah, "will" give Abraham a son from her, she "will" produce nations, and kings and peoples "will" come from her. Abraham is skeptical and expresses his desire that Ismael be accepted in verses 17-18, "17Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said in his heart, 'Can a child be born to a hundred-year-old man? If so Sarah, a ninety-year-old woman would have to give birth.' 18So Abraham said to the God, 'If only Ishmael were [acceptable] to you!'" Abraham did not fall on his face and laugh because of his joy at God's promise, but because of his disbelief and to plead with God to accept Ishmael. Abraham's rhetorical question is the type that implies impossibility and emphasizes his disbelief that a child could be born to him since he was 100 years old. He supports his unbelief by reasoning that this would also have required Sarah at 90 years old to give birth. In his disbelief Abraham expresses his desire that Ismael be accepted before God. Interestingly the word for God in this case has a definite article. The presence of the definite article "the God" perhaps ironically indicates that God is the one true God who can do anything. God reaffirms his promise that Sarah will bear Abram a son through whom he would confirm his covenant in verse 19, "19But God said, 'Truly, Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you will call his name Isaac, and I will confirm my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.'" An intensifying adverb is used to emphasis that Sarah will "Truly" bear Abraham a son. The name of Abraham's son "Isaac" or "laughter" is an enduring reminder of God's faithfulness to do what seems to be impossible. The perfect state is used to emphasize that God "will" confirm his covenant with Abraham and his offspring. The verb translated "confirm" could be translated "cause to stand" and is frequently translated "establish." This verb emphasizes that God's covenant is stable and reliable. The absolute temporal noun is used to emphasize that this will be an "everlasting" covenant that will not stop with Isaac but will be "for his offspring after him."  God promises to bless Ishmael and multiply him into a great nation in verse 20, "20As for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I will bless him; I will make him fruitful and will multiply him very exceedingly. He will bear 12 tribal leaders, and I will make him into a great nation. Perfect state verbs are used to emphasize that God "will" bless him, "will" make him fruitful, "will" multiply him, and "will" make him into a great nation." An intensifying  noun is repeated to emphasize God's promise to multiply Ishmael "very exceedingly" (Literally "with exceeding excess").God reaffirms his promise to confirm his covenant with Isaac and departs in verses 21-22, "21But I will confirm My covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear for you at this time next year." 22When he finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham." As God confirms his promise to give Abraham a son from Sarah, the readers would be encouraged to guard the covenant and circumcise all their males.  Therefore, God's people should guard the covenant and circumcise all their males because God confirmed his everlasting covenant with them by giving Abraham a son from Sarah.
Abraham Obeys God
Abraham obeys God in 17:23-27. Abraham circumcises all the males in his household as God told him in verse 23, "23Then Abraham took his son Ishmael and all who were born in his house and all purchased with his money and every male among the men of Abraham’s household and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskin on that selfsame day. This was according to what God said to him." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that Abraham circumcised "all" who were born in his house, "all" those whom he purchased, and "every" male in his household. The exhaustive list of different kinds of males also stresses Abraham's obedience to circumcise all the males. Abraham and Ishmael along with all the males are circumcised immediately in verses 24-27, "24Abraham was 99 years old when the flesh of his foreskin was circumcised, 25and his son Ishmael was 13 years old when the flesh of his foreskin was circumcised. 26On that selfsame day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised 27and all the men of his house whether those born in his house or purchased with money from a foreigner were circumcised with him." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that "all" the men of Abraham's house were circumcised. The exhaustive list of those who were circumcised further emphasizes Abraham's obedience. That Abraham circumcised himself, Ishmael, and all the males of his household on "the selfsame day" emphasizes Abraham's haste to obey God. Abram's obedience to God would lead the readers to commit themselves to the covenant through circumcision. Therefore, God's people should obey God by committing themselves to the covenant and circumcising all their males.
Application of the Message

Christians are still confronted with the challenge of living in a covenant relationship with God. The religious ritual of circumcision was already much more than the outward observance. However, the coming of Jesus Christ focuses attention on the underlying meaning of circumcision. Paul teaches that circumcision is a matter of indifference (1 Corinthians 7:19; Galatians 6:15) and that true circumcision is of the heart and a work of the Spirit rather than the law (Romans 2:29). As a result, Christians are no longer required to be circumcised; however, they are required to live out what was portrayed in the ritual of circumcision. Some of God's promises to Abraham are contextualized since God is no longer working through a nation but through the church. God does not promise Christians and the church to multiply them and make them into a mighty nation. However, God did confirm his everlasting covenant with them by sending his one and only son Jesus Christ. Therefore, Christians should walk completely in the presence of the LORD because he is God Almighty and he has made his everlasting covenant with them, will bless them and fulfill his glorious purpose for them, and be their God. Christians should guard their relationship with the LORD because God confirmed his everlasting covenant with them by sending his one and only son Jesus Christ.

Communication of the Message

Title: Walk in My Presence
Objective: The objective of this message is to exhort Christians to live their lives in a close relationship with God. 
Proposition: Christians should walk completely in the presence of the LORD because he is God Almighty and he has made his covenant with them, will bless them and fulfill his glorious purpose for them, and confirmed his everlasting covenant with them by sending his one and only son Jesus Christ.

Introduction

In Genesis 17 the LORD challenges Abraham to live in covenant relationship with him. The LORD is challenging us to live in covenant relationship with him just as he challenged Abraham. We don't have to be circumcised like Abraham, but we do need to walk completely in the presence of the LORD. Read Genesis 17:1-27.
I.
Christians should walk completely in the presence of the LORD because God Almighty has made his covenant with them.
A.
The LORD commands Abram to walk completely in his presence in verse 1, "1When Abram was 99 years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "I am God Almighty! Walk in my presence and be complete!"  The LORD identifies himself as El Shaddai or "God Almighty." This name emphasizes the LORD's power and authority and would lead Abram to heed whatever the LORD had to say. To walk in the presence of God Almighty means to live in close relationship with God. The second command "be complete" is often translated "blameless" or "perfect." It probably expands on the first command by indicating that Abraham's commitment to walking with the LORD must be "complete" or "wholehearted." 
B.
Illustration of Walking Completely in the LORD's Presence. 
C.
The LORD promised to make his covenant with Abraham and (2) and established circumcision as a sign in the flesh to remind the people of Israel of his covenant with them (9-14). A sign points to something beyond itself! The sign of circumcision points to the need for absolute commitment to God. As Moses says in Deuteronomy 10:16, "16Therefore, circumcise your hearts and don’t be stiff-necked any longer."
D.
Application--We are no longer required to be circumcised, but we are still challenged to be completely committed to the LORD. Therefore, we should walk completely in the presence of the LORD because God Almighty has made his covenant with us.

II.
Christians should walk completely in the presence of the LORD because he will bless them and fulfill his glorious purpose for them.
A.
God promises Abraham in verse 2, "I will certainly multiply you very exceedingly." A word meaning "exceedingly" is repeated to emphasize God's promise to multiply Abram "very exceedingly" (Literally "with exceeding excess"). 

B.
God promises Abraham in verse 4, "you will become the father of a multitude of nations."

C.
God promises Abraham in verse 5, "I will make you the father of many nations."

D.
God promises Abraham in verse 6, "I will make you very exceedingly fruitful and will make nations and kings come from you." 
E.
God promises Abraham in verse 8, "And to you and your offspring after you I will give the land of your travels, all the land of Canaan."

F.
Application--I don't think this means that we can expect God to give us lots of children, make us into a mighty nation, or give us the land of Canaan. However, I do think that it means that God will bless us and fulfill his glorious purpose for us. God blessed Israel, multiplied them into a great nation, and gave them the land of Canaan so that they could bring the light of the LORD to the nations. Therefore, we should walk completely in the presence of the LORD because he will bless us and fulfill his glorious purpose for us.
III.
Christians should guard their relationship with the LORD because he has confirmed his everlasting covenant with them by sending his one and only son Jesus Christ.

A.
God exhorts Abraham and his offspring to guard his covenant with them in verse 9, "9Then God said to Abraham, "You yourself, you and your offspring after you must guard my covenant throughout their generations." The verb translated "guard" vividly describes the care they must take to obey God's covenant."
B.
Illustration of a Guard Protecting Something Valuable
C.
God promised Abraham that he would bless his wife Sarah and she would produce a son for him and nations, kings of peoples would come to be from her. Abraham was overcome with laughter and said in his heart, "Can a child be born to a hundred-year-old man? If so Sarah, a ninety-year-old woman would have to give birth." Abraham's rhetorical question is the type that implies impossibility and emphasizes his disbelief that a child could be born to him since he was 100 years old and his wife was 90 years old. But God reaffirms his promise in verse 19, "19But God said, "Truly, Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you will call his name Isaac, and I will confirm my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him." God reaffirms his promise to confirm his covenant with Isaac in verse 21, "21But I will confirm My covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear for you at this time next year." 

D.
Application--God confirmed his covenant with Abraham by giving him a son with Sarah named Isaac. God confirmed his everlasting covenant with us by sending his son Jesus Christ. Therefore, we should guard our covenant relationship with the LORD because he confirmed his everlasting covenant with us by sending his one and only son Jesus Christ.
Conclusion

The LORD is challenging us to live in covenant relationship with him just as he challenged Abraham. We don't have to be circumcised, but we do need to walk completely in the presence of the LORD. Abraham accepted that challenge! Abraham obeyed God completely! He circumcised all who were born in his house and all he purchased with his money and every male in his household. Abraham obeyed God immediately! He circumcised Ishmael and every male in his household on that selfsame day. We should walk completely in the presence of the LORD because God Almighty has made his covenant with us, he will bless us and fulfill his glorious purposes for us, and he has confirmed his everlasting covenant with us by sending his one and only son Jesus Christ.
CHAPTER THREE
SLAUGHTER THE PASSOVER LAMB
Exodus 12:1-51

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation 

12:1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2"This month is for you the first of months, this is for you the first month of the year.  3Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man will take a lamb for themselves, for a father's household, a lamb for a household.  4If any household is too small for a lamb, a man and his nearest neighbor to his house will take one in accordance with the number of people.  You will count for the lamb in accordance with what each person will eat.  5It will be a year-old male without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats.  6It will be for you to keep until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembly of the community of Israel will kill it at twilight.  7Then they are to take from the blood and put it on the two doorposts and lintel of the houses where they eat them.  8They will eat the meat roasted over the fire.  They will eat it with unleavened bread along with bitter herbs.  9They will not eat of it cooked in water, but roasted over fire—its head, its legs, and its inner parts.  10You must not leave a remnant till morning and what remains till morning, you must burn.  11Thus you must eat it, with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand.  You will eat it in haste; it is the LORD's Passover.  12I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night and strike every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from man unto beast, and I will execute judgments on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD! 13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you and there will by no means be a destructive plague among you when I strike the land of Egypt.  

14This is a day you are to commemorate. You will keep it as a festival to the LORD for your generations. You will keep it as an ordinance forever. For seven days you must eat unleavened bread. On the first day you must even remove the leaven from your houses, for all who eat that which is leavened from the first day through the seventh, his life must be cut off from Israel. 16There must be for you a sacred assembly on the first day and a sacred assembly on the seventh day. Work must not be done on those days, except for that which every person will eat--that food only may be prepared for you. 17You will observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread because on this very day I brought your divisions out of the land of Egypt.  You will observe this day as an ordinance forever for your generations. 18In the first [month] from the fourteenth day of the month at evening until the twenty-first day of the month at evening you must eat unleavened bread. 19For seven days leaven must not be found in your houses for everyone who eats anything leavened, that person will be cut off from the community of Israel, whether he is an alien or a native of the land. 20You must not eat anything leavened. In all your dwelling places you must eat unleavened bread." 

21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Proceed and take lambs for yourselves according to your clans and slaughter the Passover [lamb]. 22You will take a bunch of hyssop and dip [it] into the blood which is in the basin and touch the lintel and two doorposts with the blood. Not a single one of you must go out the door of his house until morning. 23The LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians and he will see the blood on the lintel and upon the two doorposts and the LORD will pass over that door and he will by no means allow the destroyer to enter your houses and strike. 24You will observe this word as an ordinance for you and your sons until forever. 25It will be that when you enter the land that the LORD will give to you as he said, you will preserve this service. 26It will be that when your children say to you, 'What is this service to you?' 27you will say to them, 'This is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when he struck the Egyptians, but spared our houses.'"  Then the people bowed down and prostrated themselves.  28The sons of Israel went and did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 

29It was in the middle of the night and the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh sitting on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30Pharaoh got up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians and there was great wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not death. 31Then he called for Moses and for Aaron at night and said, "Get up, go out from among my people, both you and also the sons of Israel; and go, serve the LORD as you have said. 32Take both your flocks and also your herds as you have said and go and bless me also!" 33The Egyptians were urgent with the people to hastily send them out of the land for they said, "All of us are dead!" 34So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls being bound up with their cloaks on their shoulders. 35The sons of Israel did according to the word of Moses and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and articles of gold and cloaks. 36The LORD gave the people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, so they asked them and plundered the Egyptians. 37The sons of Israel set out from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides little ones. 38A mixed multitude also went up with them, and very massive flocks and herds of livestock. 39They baked the dough that they brought out of Egypt, unleavened cakes because they were not leavened since they were expelled from Egypt and were not able to wait and they also had not prepared any provisions for themselves. 40The stay of the sons of Israel in Egypt which they stayed was 430 years.  41It was at the end of the 430 years, it was on that very day, all the LORD's divisions left Egypt.  42It was a night of vigils for the LORD to bring them out of the land of Egypt, so this will be a night of vigils for the LORD for all the sons of Israel for their generations. 
43The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "This is the ordinance of the Passover. Any son of a foreigner must not eat of it.  44Any slave, an acquisition of silver, will eat of it after you have circumcised him.  45A temporary resident and a hired hand must not eat of it.  46It must be eaten inside one house.  You must not take meat from the house.  You must not break a bone of it.  47The whole congregation of Israel must observe it.  48When a sojourner sojourns among you and he will observe the LORD's Passover, you will circumcise every male; then he may come near to observe it.  He will be like a native-born of the land.  Any uncircumcised person must eat of it.  49There will be one law for the native-born and for the sojourner sojourning among you."  50All the sons of Israel did just as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron 51It was on that very day the LORD brought the sons of Israel out of Egypt by their divisions.

Situation and Purpose

The passage describes a setting in which the people of Israel were slaves in Egypt and were in the process of being released through the powerful judgments of God, especially the plague of the firstborn. The rituals prescribed in this passage reflect a concern that the people of Israel might forget the time when the LORD delivered them from Egypt and its significance. This setting reflects a general situation in which the readers may forget that the LORD delivered them from Egypt. The purpose of the passage is to encourage the readers to observe the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and the Night of Vigilance to remind them of God's gracious deliverance.
Literary Context and Role

This passage is part of a section of Exodus which focuses on Moses' confrontations with Pharaoh and God's deliverance of the people of Israel from Egypt.  This section narrates the plagues and deliverance and encourages faith and obedience by demonstrating how God delivered the people of Israel in from Egypt. The account of the plagues culminating in the plague on the firstborn provides the basis for understanding the instructions for the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and the Night of Vigilance. This passage provides instructions for these ritual observances which commemorate these events and interpret their significance. Additional instructions for the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread are found in 13:3-10 and 23:14-18.
Form and Function

This passage can be generally classified as historical narrative. The key elements of historical narrative are setting, characters, and plot. The readers are intended to identify with the main characters in their setting and learn from experience as the plot develops. The main characters in this historical narrative are Moses, Aaron, and the people of Israel. The setting is Egypt where the LORD is in the process of delivering the people of Israel and giving instructions for the observance of the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and the Night of Vigilance. As the LORD gives instructions Moses passes these instructions on to the people of Israel, the LORD delivers them from Egypt, and the people of Israel do what Moses commanded them, the readers would be led to observe the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and the Night of Vigilance. However, this narrative is dominated by the ritual law. Ritual law is a unique kind of exhortation. Simply put, exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions and reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibition indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide motivation for obedience. What makes ritual law unique is that it contains instructions for making religious objects or observing religious rituals. These religious objects and rituals have an underlying meaning.  This passage contains instructions for the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and the Night of Vigilance. What is revealed through these rituals can be understood by considering what is inherent within these rituals and what is explained about these rituals in the passage and the rest of the Old Testament. This requires some imagination. However, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. 

Strategy and Structure

The passage seems to be somewhat disjointed. It begins clearly enough with the LORD's instructions for the Passover (12:1-13) and the Festival of Unleavened Bread (12:14-20). However, it then returns to give additional instructions for the Passover and the obedience of the people (12:21-28). It then relates the LORD's deliverance culminating in the institution of the Night of Vigilance (12:29-42). However, it then returns to give additional instructions for the Passover and narrate the obedience of the people (12:43-51). The account of the LORD's deliverance is the heart of the passage and provides meaning for all the rituals.
I.
The LORD's Instructions for the Passover (12:1-13)

A.
Instructions for making the Passover in the First Month (1-2)

B.
Instructions for the Selection, Preparation, and Slaughter of a Lamb (3-6)

C.
Instructions for the Marking of the Doorframes with the Blood of the Lamb (7)

D.
Instructions for the Consumption of the Lamb (8-11)

E.
Explanation of the Significance of the Passover (12-13)

II.
The LORD's Instructions for the Festival of Unleavened Bread (12:14-20)

A.
The LORD Instructs the People to Commemorate this Day (14)

B.
The LORD Instructs Them regarding the Observance of This Festival (15-16)

1.
Bread without leaven is to be eaten and leaven must be completely removed

2.
There will be a sacred assembly on the first and seventh day

3.
No one is to do any work except to prepare food

C.
The LORD Explains that They Should Celebrate This Day because It Is the Day He Brought Them Out of Egypt (17)

D.
The LORD Reemphasizes that They Must Eat Unleavened Bread and Leaven Must Be Completely Removed (18-20)

III.
Moses Instructs and the People Obey (12:21-28)

A.
Moses Instructs the People to Select and Slaughter the Lamb and Spread its Blood on the Doorframe (21-22)

B.
Moses Assures Them that the LORD Will Pass Over Them When He Passes through Egypt (23)

C.
Moses Instructs Them to Observe the Passover as a Lasting Ordinance (24-25)

D.
Moses Instructs Them What to Say When Their Children Question Them (26-27a)

E.
They Bow Down and Worship just as the LORD Commanded (27b-28)

IV.
The Deliverance and Night of Vigilance (12:29-42)
A.
The LORD Strikes the Firstborn in Egypt and There Is Great Wailing (29-30)

B.
Pharaoh Hastily Releases the People of Israel (31-32)

C.
The Egyptians Strongly Urge the People of Israel to Leave (33-34)

D.
The People of Israel Plunder the Egyptians (35-36)

E.
The People of Israel Hastily Depart Egypt (39)

F.
The Institution of the Night of Vigilance (40-42)

V.
The LORD's Further Instructions and the People's Obedience (12:43-51)

A.
The LORD Tells Them that no Foreigner Will Eat of It unless He Is Circumcised (43-45)

B.
The LORD Tells them that It Will Be Eaten in One House and Its Bones Will Not Be Broken (46)

C.
The LORD Tells Them that the Whole Congregation Will Observe It (47)

D.
The LORD Tells Them that a Sojourner Can only Eat It if every Male Is Circumcised (48-49)

E.
The People of Israel Do Just as the LORD Commanded (50)

F.
The LORD Brings the People of Israel Out on that very Day (51)

Message 

God's people must observe the Passover by marking their doorframes with the blood of a lamb and eating in haste because it commemorates the time the LORD passed over them when he passed through and killed the firstborn in Egypt and delivered them from bitter slavery. God's people must observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread by not eating leavened bread or doing any work and by holding sacred assemblies because it commemorates the very day the LORD brought their divisions out of Egypt. God's people must perpetually observe the Passover by explaining it to their children because it commemorates the time the LORD passed over them when he passed through and killed the firstborn of Egypt. God's people must observe the Night of Vigilance because it commemorates the LORD's vigilance to strike down the firstborn of Egypt, compel Pharaoh to release them and the Egyptians to strongly urge them to leave, and enable them to plunder the Egyptians and leave with very massive flocks and herds.  God's people must observe the Passover and preserve its sanctity by not allowing the leftovers to be eaten as a common meal and only allowing those who have been circumcised to participate because it commemorates the very day the LORD brought them out of Egypt.

Analysis of the Details

The Passover

The LORD instructs Moses and Aaron regarding the Passover in 12:1-13. The LORD instructs Moses to make the Passover month the first month in verses 1-2, "1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2'This month is for you the first of months, this is for you the first month of the year.'"  This command is repeated to emphasize the importance of making the month of their deliverance from Egypt the first month in their calendar. Making the month of their deliverance from Egypt the first month emphasizes that their deliverance was the beginning of their existence.  
The LORD gives instructions regarding the selection and preparation of a lamb in verses 3-6, "3Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man will take a lamb for themselves, for a father's household, a lamb for a household.  4If any household is too small for a lamb, a man and his nearest neighbor to his house will take one in accordance with the number of people.  You will count for the lamb in accordance with what each person will eat. 5It will be a year-old male without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats.  6It will be for you to keep until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembly of the community of Israel will kill it at twilight."  Absolute nouns are used to stress that the "whole" community is to take a lamb, "every" man will take a lamb, and the "whole" assembly will kill it. Everyone must participate in the Passover! The number of lambs that are killed is limited to "a lamb for a household" and "in accordance with the number of people," and "in accordance with what each person will eat" to limit what is left over. This ensures that the amount of leftovers will be limited and they will not be eaten as a common meal, thereby compromising the sacredness of this meal. 
The LORD gives instructions regarding the marking of the doorframes with the blood of the lamb in verse 7, "7Then they are to take from the blood and put it on the two doorposts and lintel of the houses where they eat them."  The blood is a sign on the entrance to the homes of the people of Israel so the destroyer does not enter. Blood represented life to the Hebrew people. The blood depicts the grace of the LORD. who passed over their houses when he passed through the houses of the Egyptians and killed their firstborn. 
The LORD gives instructions regarding the preparation and consumption of the lamb in verses 8-11, "8They will eat the meat roasted over the fire.  They will eat it with unleavened bread along with bitter herbs.  9They will not eat of it cooked in water, but roasted over fire--its head, its legs, and its inner parts. 10You must not leave a remnant till morning and what remains till morning, you must burn.  11Thus you will eat it: with your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand.  You will eat it in hast; it is the LORD's Passover." The roasting of the lamb over fire, eating it with unleavened bread, with their loins girded, with their sandals on their feet and with their staff in their hand, and in haste vividly depicts their hasty departure when the LORD delivered them from slavery in Egypt. The bitter herbs vividly depict their bitter slavery in Egypt. An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that they "must not" leave a remnant until morning. An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" burn any leftovers. These measures are enacted to make sure that it is not eaten as a common meal and preserve the sanctity of the meal. 
The LORD explains the observance of the Passover in verses 12-13, "12I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night and strike every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from man unto beast, and I will execute judgments on all the gods of Egypt.  I am the LORD! 13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you and there will not be a destructive plague among you when I strike the land of Egypt." The merism "from man unto beast" emphasizes the LORD will strike dead all the firstborn of Egypt.  The absolute noun is used to emphasize that the LORD will execute judgment on "all" the gods of Egypt. The exclamation "I am the LORD!" is used to emphasize that it is the LORD who will strike the firstborn of Egypt and execute judgment on all the gods of Egypt. The verb translated "I will pass over" is the origin of the name of the ritual meal, Passover, and establishes the connection between the LORD's grace to them and the Passover meal. As the LORD gives instructions for the Passover, the readers would be led to observe the Passover. Therefore, God's people must observe the Passover by marking their doorframes with the blood of a lamb and eating in haste because it commemorates the time the LORD passed over them when he passed through and killed the firstborn in Egypt and delivered them from bitter slavery.

Festival of Unleavened 
Bread

The LORD instructs Moses and Aaron regarding the Festival of Unleavened Bread in 12:14-20. The LORD instructs them to commemorate this day as a lasting ordinance in verse 14, "14This is a day you are to commemorate.  You must keep it as a festival to the LORD for your generations.  You must keep it as an ordinance forever."  Absolute commands are used to emphasize that they "must" keep it as a festival and "must" keep it as a perpetual ordinance. The command to keep the Festival of Unleavened Bread is repeated to further emphasize the urgency of observing the festival. The phrase "for your generations" and the absolute temporal noun "forever" are used to emphasize that they must perpetually observe this festival. 
The LORD gives specific instructions for the observance of the festival in verse 15-16, "15For seven days you must eat unleavened bread.  On the first day you must even remove the leaven from your houses, for all who eat that which is leavened from the first day through the seventh, his life must be cut off from Israel. 16There must be for you a sacred assembly on the first day and a sacred assembly on the seventh day.  Work must not be done on those days, except for that which every person will eat--that food only may be prepared for you."  Absolute commands are used to emphasize that they "must" eat unleavened bread for seven days, they "must" even remove the leaven from their houses, and those who eat that which is leavened "must" be cut off from Israel. An intensifying adverb is used to emphasize that they must "even" remove leaven from their houses. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that "all" who eat that which is leavened must be cut off from Israel. Cole says, "Cut off from Israel refers to the expulsion from the physical community of God's people, which might well be fatal if, in the desert, a man were driven out of Israel's camp" (Cole, 116). An absolute command is used to emphasize that there "must" be a sacred assembly on the first and seventh day of the festival to emphasize that the entire festival was sacred. An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that they "must not" do work except that which is absolutely necessary during the festival. The absolute noun is used to further emphasize that they must not do "any" work. Stuart observes, "the specialness of God cannot be honored sufficiently in the regularity of daily work. God seeks special attention from his people in ways that are not within the routine of their usual labors" (Stuart, 285). 
The LORD explains that they should observe this festival because it was on this very day that he brought them out of Egypt in verse 17, "17You will observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread because on this very day I brought your divisions out of the land of Egypt.  You will observe this day as an ordinance forever for your generations." The specifying noun is used with the demonstrative pronoun to emphasize that this was "the very day" that the LORD delivered them from Egypt. The absolute temporal noun "forever" is used with the idiomatic phrase "for your generations" to emphasize that they must perpetually observe this festival.  The reason that they must keep the Festival of Unleavened Bread is that this is the day the LORD delivered them from Egypt.  
The LORD reemphasizes that they must only eat unleavened bread during the festival in verses 18-20, "18In the first [month] from the fourteenth day of the month at evening until the twenty-first day of the month at evening you must eat unleavened bread. 19For seven days leaven must not be found in your houses for everyone who eats anything leavened, that person will be cut off from the community of Israel, whether he is an alien or a native of the land.  20You must not eat anything leavened. In all your dwelling places you must eat unleavened bread." An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" eat unleavened bread. An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that leaven "must not" be found in their houses. It is so urgent that they avoid eating that which is leavened that those who do so will be cut off from Israel. No exceptions will be made whether they are an alien who has been circumcised or a native-born Israelite. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that "everyone" who eats that which is leavened will be cut off from Israel. An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that they "must not" eat anything leavened. An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" eat unleavened bread. Absolute nouns are used to emphasize that they will not eat "anything" leavened and they will eat only unleavened bread in "all" their houses.  All this repetition serves to underscore the urgency of not eating leavened bread and only eating unleavened bread. Why was it so urgent that they not eat leavened bread? Not eating leavened bread supplies the connection between the observance of the festival and the deliverance from Egypt. Their departure from Egypt was so hasty that they didn't have time to leaven their bread. As the readers observe the LORD giving instructions for the Festival of Unleavened Bread, they would be led to observe the festival. Therefore, God's people must observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread by not eating leavened bread or doing any work and by holding sacred assemblies because it commemorates the very day the LORD brought their divisions out of Egypt.
Instructions and Obedience
Moses passes on the instructions to the people and they obey in 12:21-28. Moses instructs the elders to select and slaughter the lamb and spread its blood on the doorframe in verses 21-22, "21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, 'Proceed and take lambs for yourselves according to your clans and slaughter the Passover [lamb]. 22You will take a bunch of hyssop and dip [it] into the blood which is in the basin and touch the lintel and two doorposts with the blood.  Not a single one of you must go out the door of his house until morning." The marking of the doorframe with blood ensured that the LORD would passed over their house when he killed the firstborn of Egypt. An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that they "must not" go out. An emphatic subject pronoun and the absolute use of the word "man" are used to emphasize that "Not a single one" of them must go out. Presumably they would be exposing themselves to danger by leaving the sanctuary provided by the house.
Moses assures them that the LORD will pass over them when he passes through Egypt in verse 23, "23The LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians and he will see the blood on the lintel and upon the two doorposts and the LORD will pass over that door and he will by no means allow the destroyer to enter your houses and strike."  The related verbs "pass through" and "pass over" are used to emphasize that the LORD makes a distinction between the people of Israel and the Egyptians. He will "pass through" the Egyptians but will graciously "pass over" the doors of the people of Israel. An absolute denial is used to emphasize that the LORD will "by no means" allow the destroyer to enter their houses and strike their firstborn. 
Moses instructs the elders to observe the Passover as a lasting ordinance in verses 24-25, "24You will observe this word as an ordinance for you and your sons until forever.  25It will be that when you enter the land that the LORD will give to you as he said, you will preserve this service."  The ritual of the Passover is intended to be passed from father to son. The preposition "until" is used with the absolute temporal noun "forever" to emphasize that they will perpetually observe the Passover. Moses tells them what to say to their children in verses 26-27, "It will be that when your children say to you, 'What is this service to you?' you will say to them, 'This is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when he struck the Egyptians, but spared our houses.'" These instructions explain the significance of the Passover. The Passover is a commemoration of the grace of the LORD who spared the people of Israel when he struck the Egyptians. These instructions also ensure that the Passover will be observed "until forever" by passing on the ritual and its significance to their sons.  
The people of Israel bow down and do just as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron in verses 27-28, "27Then the people bowed down and prostrated themselves. 28The sons of Israel went and did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron." Bowing down is an act of reverence and submission to a higher power. Two synonymous verbs meaning "bowed down" are used to emphasize the extent of their reverence for and submission to the LORD (Translated "bowed down and prostrated themselves"). As a result of their reverence and submission to the LORD, they "did just as the LORD commanded." The text literally says, "The sons of Israel went and did what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron; thus they did." This repetition is used to emphasize that they did "just" or "precisely" what the LORD commanded. As the readers observe Moses passing on the instructions for the Passover and the people obeying, they would be led to observe the Passover. Therefore, God's people must observe the Passover by explaining it to their children because it commemorates the time the LORD passed over them when he passed through and killed the firstborn of Egypt.
Deliverance and Night

Of Vigilance
The LORD delivers Israel from Egypt and institutes the Night of Vigilance in 12:29-43. The LORD strikes the firstborn in Egypt and there is great wailing in verses 29-30, "29It was in the middle of the night and the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh sitting on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon (house of pit), and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30Pharaoh got up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians and there was great wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not death." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that the LORD struck "all" the firstborn in Egypt. That the LORD struct all the firstborn of Egypt is emphasized further by the extremes. The LORD struck the firstborn of Pharaoh who ruled on his throne and the firstborn of the captive who was confined to a dungeon as well as the firstborn of the livestock. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that not only did Pharaoh get up in the night, but "all" of his servants and indeed "all" the Egyptians did as well. The intensifying adjective is used to emphasize that there was "great" wailing in Egypt. An absolute negative statement is used to emphasize that not a single house escape death.
Pharaoh releases the people of Israel without restrictions in verses 31-32, "31Then he called for Moses and for Aaron at night and said, "Get up, go out from among my people, both you and also the sons of Israel; and go, serve the LORD as you have said. 32Take both your flocks and also your herds as you have said and go and bless me also!" Pharaoh wasted no time and summoned Moses and Aaron immediately. Double imperatives are used to emphasize Pharaoh's urgent desire for the people of Israel to "Get up, go" and "Go, serve the LORD." Indeed, Pharaoh capitulates to all their demands. He even asks them to bless him! Pharaoh's hasty release of the people of Israel without any restrictions demonstrates the LORD's complete subjection of Pharaoh to his will.
The Egyptians urge the people to leave and are plundered by them in verses 33-36. The Egyptians urge the people to leave as soon as possible in verses 33-34, "33The Egyptians were urgent with the people to hastily send them out of the land for they said, "All of us are dead!" 34So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls being bound up with their cloaks on their shoulders." The Egyptians were also pressing for the people of Israel to go. The verb translated "urgent" literally means "strong." The Egyptians strongly urged them to leave. The infinitive translated "hastily" emphasizes that they did not think the people of Israel could leave fast enough. The reason for their urgency to send the people of Israel on their way is emphasized in their exclamation, "All of us are dead!" The absolute noun is used to emphasize that they were terrified that the LORD would not stop at the firstborn and kill "all" of them. The people of Israel left at once, so quickly that they did not have time to allow their dough to rise. 
The people of Israel plunder the Egyptians in verses 35-36, "35The sons of Israel did according to the word of Moses and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and articles of gold and cloaks. 36The LORD gave the people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, so they asked them and plundered the Egyptians." The LORD clearly made the plundering of the Egyptians possible. The LORD told the people to ask the Egyptians for silver and gold and gave the people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians. The Egyptians strong urging of the people to leave and their plundering of the Egyptians demonstrates the LORD's complete subjection of the Egyptians to his will.
The departure of the people of Israel is related in verses 37-39. They set out from Rameses with a full complement of people and animals in verses 37-38, "37The sons of Israel set out from Rameses to Succoth, about 600,000 men on foot, besides little ones. 38A mixed multitude also went up with them, and very massive flocks and herds of livestock." Based on these numbers it is estimated that between over 2,000,000 left Egypt counting women and children. In addition, the people of Israel were accompanied by a mixed multitude. These were probably people of mixed backgrounds who had come to believe in the LORD. The intensifying adjective is used to emphasize that there was a "multitude" of these people. What is more, they took their livestock. The intensifying adverb is used to emphasize that their flocks and herds were "very" massive. Israel bakes unleavened cakes in verse 39, "39They baked the dough that they brought out of Egypt, unleavened cakes because they were not leavened since they were expelled from Egypt and were not able to wait and they also they had not prepared any provisions for themselves." The hasty departure of the people of Israel emphasizes the faithfulness of God to deliver them quickly in his time.
The institution of the Night of Vigilance is related in verses 40-42. The departure of the LORD's divisions is related in verses 40-41, "40The stay of the sons of Israel in Egypt which they stayed was 430 years.  41It was at the end of the 430 years, it was on that very day, all the LORD's divisions left Egypt." That they left on "on that very day" emphasizes that God was faithful to deliver them in his time. It also serves to establish the connection between the observance of the Night of Vigilance and the LORD's vigilance on their behalf when they left Egypt.  The absolute noun is used to emphasize that "all" the divisions of Israel left Egypt on that very day. The necessity of keeping vigil in honor of the LORD's vigilance to bring the people of Israel out of Egypt is explained in verse 42, "42It was a night of vigils for the LORD to bring them out of the land of Egypt, so this will be a night of vigils for the LORD for all the sons of Israel for their generations." The Night of Vigilance commemorates the LORD's vigilance on their behalf when he delivered them from Egypt. The LORD vigilantly watched over the people of Israel so that they would not come to any harm when he brought them out of Egypt. As the LORD was faithful to vigilantly guard them from harm when he struck down the firstborn of Egypt. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that this Night of Vigilance is to be observed by "all" the people of Israel. The phrase "for their generations" is used to emphasize that this Night of Vigilance should be observed perpetually." As the readers observe the LORD's vigilance on behalf of the people of Israel from Egypt, they would be led to observe the Night of Vigilance.  Therefore, God's people must observe the Night of Vigilance because it commemorates the LORD's vigilance to strike down the firstborn of Egypt, compel Pharaoh to release the people of Israel and the Egyptians to strongly urge them to leave, and enable them to plunder the Egyptians and leave with very massive flocks and herds.  

Further Instructions

And Obedience
The LORD gives further instructions for the Passover and the people obey in 12:43-51. The LORD tells them that no foreigner is to eat it unless he has been circumcised in verses 43-45, "43The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 'This is the ordinance of the Passover. Any son of a foreigner must not eat of it.  44Any slave, an acquisition of silver, will eat of it after you have circumcised him.  45A temporary resident and a hired hand must not eat of it." The LORD emphasizes through repetition that not any foreigner will eat the Passover unless they have been circumcised and made a part of the community. Absolute prohibitions are used to emphasize that a son of a foreigner, a temporary resident, and a hired hand "must not" eat the Passover. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that not "any" son of a foreigner will eat the Passover. These are only able to eat the Passover if they have been circumcised. These restrictions are intended to preserve the sanctity of Passover.  
The LORD tells them that the Passover will be eaten within the house and its bones will not be broken in verse 46, "46It must be eaten inside one house.  You must not take meat from the house.  You must not break a bone of it."  An absolute command is used to emphasize that it "must" be eaten inside one house. Absolute prohibitions are used to emphasize that they "must not" take it outside and they "must not" break any bone. These restrictions are also intended to preserve the sanctity of the Passover by guarding against the meal being used for any other purpose. The LORD tells them that the whole congregation will observe it in verse 47, "47The whole congregation of Israel must observe it." An absolute command is used with the absolute noun to emphasize that the "whole" congregation "must" observe the Passover. 
The LORD tells them that a sojourner can only eat it if every male is circumcised in verses 48-49, "48When a sojourner sojourns among you and he will observe the LORD's Passover, you will circumcise every male; then he may come near to observe it.  He will be like a native-born of the land. Any uncircumcised person must not eat of it.  49There will be one law for the native-born and for the sojourner sojourning among you."  The absolute noun is used to emphasize that they must circumcise "every" male sojourner. An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that any uncircumcised person "must not" eat of the Passover. However, the tenor of this instruction is more positive in outlook than the previous instructions. As long as the sojourner is circumcised, he can eat the Passover and there is no distinction made between the native born and the sojourner. 
The people do just as the LORD commanded in verse 50, "All the sons of Israel did just as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron." The text literally says, '"The sons of Israel went and did what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron; thus they did.'"  The repetition emphasizes that they observed the Passover "just" or "precisely" as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron.  The LORD brings the people of Israel out of Egypt on that very day in verse 51, "It was on that very day the LORD brought the sons of Israel out of Egypt by their divisions." The specifying noun is used with the demonstrative pronoun to emphasize that it was "this very day" that the LORD brought them out of Egypt." This verse links the LORD's gracious deliverance of them from Egypt to the observance of the Passover which commemorates it as well as emphasize the LORD's faithfulness to deliver them in his time.  As the readers observe the LORD giving further instructions for the Passover, they would be led to obey like the people of Israel. Therefore, God's people must all eat the Passover and preserve its sanctity by not allowing the leftovers to be eaten as a common meal and only allowing those who have been circumcised to participate because it commemorates the very day the LORD brought them out of Egypt.

Application of the Message

Christians have also experienced God's grace in their deliverance from sin and God's judgment through Jesus Christ and his death on the cross.  Christians also may forget their experience of God's grace and fail to live out its implications. These correspondences provide a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation.  As Carpenter says, 

God's people today, tied intimately with God's people in the past (Heb 11), now celebrate the great acts of God in Christ and continue to celebrate those acts and their results. Jesus directed his disciples to do this "in remembrance of me" (Luke 22:19). The Lord's Supper and the Passover each are meals during which God's people celebrate his acts of salvation. God's directions to Israel behoove God's people today to dedicate all that they have to him through Christ—even ourselves as living sacrifices to him (Rom 12:1–2). This applies to not only our firstborn children, but all that is ours: persons, animals, or property. God dedicated his own firstborn Son to our salvation and redemption (Carpenter, Vol. 1, 488).
Though there is a general correspondence between the original and modern situation, God's new work of grace in Jesus Christ has created a radically different context which requires radical limitation and adjustment to the message of this passage so that it can be applied to Christians.  The revelation of God in the New Testament interprets these religious rituals, specifically the Passover lamb, in relationship to God's new act of grace in Jesus Christ and his death on the cross.  As a result, the observance of these religious rituals is no longer required in the New Testament except as they are modified and preserved in the Lord's Supper.  Nonetheless, the underlying meaning of the rituals is preserved in the New Testament in-so-far-as it relates to the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.  In the statements of the applied message that follow, I have related the underlying meaning of these rituals to the LORD's work of grace through Jesus Christ. Therefore, Christians should celebrate God's grace because the LORD will pass over them when he judges the world, has delivered them from slavery to Sin and Death, and was vigilant to save them through of Jesus. Christians should explain the meaning of the gospel to their children so they can experience God's grace through Jesus. 
Proclamation of the Message

Title: This Is a Day You Are to Commemorate

Objective: The objective of this message is to exhort Christians to celebrate God's grace and explain the meaning of the Gospel to their children.

Proposition: Christians should celebrate God's grace to save them through Jesus and explain the meaning of the gospel to their children.

Introduction

The people of Israel experienced God's grace when he delivered them from Egypt. However, they were quick to forget all that he had done for them. Christians have also experienced God's grace in their deliverance from sin and judgment through Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, we are also quick to forget all that God has done for us. God gave the people of Israel the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, and the Night of Vigilance to remind them of his grace when he delivered them from Egypt. These ritual observances can remind us of God's new act of deliverance through Jesus Christ. Read Exodus 13:1-51.

I.
Christians should celebrate God's grace because the LORD will pass over them when he judges the world through Jesus.

A.
The LORD instructed the people to select a lamb for the Passover and slaughter it and take some of the blood and put it on their doorframes.

B.
The LORD instructed the people of Israel to roast the lamb and eat it in haste with their loins girded, their sandals on their feet, and their staff in their hand to commemorate their hasty departure from Egypt.

C.
The LORD explains the observance of the Passover in verses 12-13, "12I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night and strike every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from man unto beast, and I will execute judgments on all the gods of Egypt.  I am the LORD! 13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you and there will not be a destructive plague among you when I strike the land of Egypt." The verb translated "I will pass over" is the origin of the name of the ritual meal, Passover, and establishes the connection between the LORD's grace to them and the Passover meal. 
D.
John the Baptist said when he saw Jesus coming toward him, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29)

E.
We don't need to observe the Passover. Jesus is our Passover lamb! Therefore, we should celebrate God's grace because the LORD will pass over us when he judges the world through Jesus.

II.
Christians should celebrate God's grace because the LORD delivered us from slavery to Sin and Death through Jesus.

A.
The LORD instructed Moses and Aaron to perpetually commemorate the day he delivered them from slavery in Egypt with a festival. 

B.
The LORD instructed them to commemorate the day he delivered them from slavery in Egypt by eating only unleavened bread, refraining from work, and holding sacred assemblies. They needed to focus their attention on the LORD!
C.
The LORD explains why they should observe the Festival of Unleavened bread in verse 17, "17You will observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread because on this very day I brought your divisions out of the land of Egypt."

D.
Paul says in First Corinthains 5:7-8, "Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch. You are indeed unleavened, for Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us observe the feast, not with old yeast or with the yeast of malice and evil but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth."

E.
Application--We do not need to observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread. Jesus is our Passover lamb! Therefore, we should celebrate God's grace because Jesus delivered us from Sin and Death through Jesus.
III.
Christians should celebrate God's grace because he was vigilant to save us through Jesus.

A.
The LORD struck the firstborn in Egypt and there is great wailing,

B.
Pharaoh released the people of Israel without any restrictions.

C.
The Egyptians strongly urged the people to leave as quickly as possible.

D.
The people left at once, so quickly that they did not have time to allow their dough to rise. 

E.
The people of Israel plundered the Egyptians. 
F.
The Night of Vigilance is instituted in verses 41-42, "41It was at the end of the 430 years, it was on that very day, all the LORD's divisions left Egypt. 42It was a night of vigils for the LORD to bring them out of the land of Egypt, so this will be a night of vigils for the LORD for all the sons of Israel for their generations." The Night of Vigilance commemorates the LORD's vigilance on their behalf when he delivered them from Egypt. 
G.
Application--We don't need to observe the Night of Vigilance. Jesus is our Passover lamb! Nonetheless, the LORD was vigilant to save us! Therefore, we should celebrate God's grace because he was vigilant to save us through Jesus.

IV.
Christians should explain the meaning of the gospel to their children so they can also experience God's grace through Jesus. 

A.
Moses instructed the elders to select and slaughter the lamb and spread its blood on their doorframes.  

B.
Moses assured them that the LORD would pass over them when he passed through Egypt and killed the firstborn.
C.
Moses instructed them to observe the Passover as a lasting ordinance.

D.
Moses tells them what to say to their children in verses 26-27, "It will be that when your children say to you, 'What is this service to you?' you will say to them, 'This is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when he struck the Egyptians, but spared our houses.'" 
E.
Application--We don't need to observe the Passover by slaughtering a lamb and spreading its blood on our doorframes. Jesus is our Passover lamb! Therefore, we should explain the meaning of the gospel to our children so they can experience God's grace through Jesus.
Conclusion

We have also experienced God's grace in our deliverance from sin and judgment through Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, we are also quick to forget all that God had done for us. God gave the people of Israel the Passover along with the Festival of Unleavened Bread and the Night of Vigilance to remind them of his grace and its implications. Verse 50 describes the response of the people of Israel, "All the sons of Israel did just as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron." We don't need to observe the Passover, the Festival of Unleavened Bread, or the Night of Vigilance. Jesus is our Passover lamb! Therefore, we should celebrate God's grace because  the LORD will pass over us when he judges the world, the LORD has delivered us from Sin and Death, and the LORD was vigilant to save us because of Jesus. We should explain the meaning of the gospel to our children so they can experience God's grace through Jesus.
CHAPTER FOUR
THEY WILL MAKE A SANCTUARY FOR ME
Exodus 25:1-40

Study of the Passage
Text and Translation 

25:1The LORD spoke to Moses saying, 2"Speak to the sons of Israel so they take an offering for me. You will take my offering from everyone who volunteers his heart.  3This is the offering you are to take from them: gold, silver, and bronze; 4blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; fine linen and goat hair; 5ram skins dyed red and manatee skins; acacia wood; 6oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the perfumed incense; 7and onyx along with other gemstones for mounting on the ephod and breastpiece. 8They will make a sanctuary for me and I will live in the midst of them. 9According to all that I am showing, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all the implements, thus you must make it.
10They will make an ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high.  11You will overlay it with pure gold; you will overlay it inside and outside; and you will also make a gold border around it. 12You will cast four gold rings for it and you will place them on its four feet, two rings on one side and two rings on the second side. 13You will make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14You will insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark in order to carry the ark with them. 15The poles must be in the rings of the ark; they must not be removed from it. 16Put into the ark the testimony which I will give to you.  17You will make an atonement cover of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and one and a half cubits wide.  18You will make two cherubs of hammered gold; you will make them at the two ends of the atonement cover. 19Make one cherub at this end and one cherub at the other end. From the atonement cover, you should make the cherubs upon its two sides. 20The cherubs will be spreading their wings upward, hiding the atonement cover with their wings, each of their faces toward his brother. The faces of the cherubs will be toward the atonement cover. 21You will set the atonement cover upon the top of the ark and put the testimony which I will give you into the ark.  22I will meet with you there above the atonement cover, between the two cherubs which are over the ark of the testimony—all which I order you regarding the sons of Israel. 

23You will make a table of acacia wood, two cubits long, one cubit wide, and one- and one-half cubit high.  24You will overlay it with pure gold and make a gold border all around. 25You will make a rim a handbreadth all around and make a gold border for its rim all around. 26You will make four gold rings for it and put the rings onto the four corners which are for its four legs. 27The rings must be next to the rims as housings for the poles to carry the table. 28You will make the poles of acacia wood, overlay them with gold, and the table will be carried by them. 29You will make its plates and its cups and its pitchers and its bowls for pouring with them. You must make them of pure gold. 30You will put the bread of the presence on the table before my presence continually. 

31You will make a lampstand of pure hammered gold. The lampstand will be made; its base and shaft, its cups, its calyxes and its petals will be one piece. 32Six branches going out from its sides, three branches of the lampstand from one side and three branches of the lampstand from the second side. 33[There will be] three cups like almond shaped blossoms on the first branch, each with a calyx and petals, and three cups almond shaped blossoms, each with a calyx and petals, on the second branch; thus, [there will be] six branches extending from the lampstand. 34[There will be] four almond shaped blossoms on the branch of the lampstand, with its calyxes and its petals. 35For the six branches that extend from the lampstand, a calyx must be under the first pair of branches from it, a calyx under the second pair of branches from it, and a calyx under the third pair of branches from it. 36Their calyxes and branches are to be from one piece.  All of it is to be a single hammered piece of pure gold. 37You will make seven lamps so the lamps go up upon the area in front of it. 38Its snuffers and firepans [will be] of pure gold. 39The lampstand with all these utensils is to be made from pure gold. 40See to and make them according to the pattern you have been shown on the mountain. 

Situation and Purpose

The passage describes a setting in which the people of Israel are in the wilderness beneath the mountain of God where they are challenged to live in a covenant relationship with the LORD. More specifically, this passage describes a setting in which the LORD is giving Moses instructions for an offering and making the Tabernacle, the ark and its atonement cover, the table, and the lampstand. This setting reflects a general situation in which the readers are also faced with the challenge of living in a covenant relationship with God.  The purpose of the passage is to lead the readers to trust and obey the LORD.

Literary Context and Role

This passage is part of a section of Exodus in which the LORD gives instructions for making things used in worship (25:1-31:18).  This passage gives instructions for the offering, the ark, table, and lampstand for the sanctuary. Subsequent passages give instructions for the sanctuary (26:1-37), the altar of burnt offerings (27:1-21), the garments for the priests (28:1-43), the consecration of the priests (29:1-46), the altar of incense (30:1-38) as well as assuring that God has provided skilled workers (31:1-11) and emphasizing the need to observe the Sabbath (31:12-18). This section is closely related to the final section of Exodus (35:1-40:38). The final section relates the completion of the Tabernacle in accordance with these instructions and the descent of the glory of the LORD.

Form and Function

The passage is part of a broader historical narrative that climaxes in 40:34-38 where the LORD descends on the sanctuary in a cloud that fills the sanctuary and the people of Israel follow the cloud wherever it goes. The key elements of historical narrative are setting, characters, and plot. The readers are intended to identify with the main characters in their setting and learn from experience as the plot develops. In this broader historical narrative, the readers are intended to identify with the people of Israel as the LORD gives instructions for the offering and the sanctuary and are led to trust and obey the LORD wherever he leads as the people of Israel do when he fills the sanctuary. More specifically this passage can be classified as exhortation. Simply put, exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions and reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibitions indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide the rationale for obedience. However, this exhortation gives instruction for making things used in worship. These things that are used in worship have underlying ritual meanings.  This passage contains instructions for making the sanctuary, the ark and its atonement cover, the table, and the lampstand. What is revealed through these ritual objects can be understood by considering what is inherent within these ritual objects and what is explained about them in the passage and the rest of the Old Testament. This requires some imagination; however, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. 

Strategy and Structure

First, the LORD gives instructions for taking an offering and making the sanctuary (25:1-9). These verses encourage the readers to trust and obey the LORD because he lives among them. Next, the LORD gives instructions for making the ark and its atonement cover (25:10-22). These verses encourage the readers to trust and obey the LORD because he graciously meets with them and gives them instructions. Next, the LORD gives instructions for making the table of showbread (25:23-30). These verses encourage the readers to trust and obey the LORD because he is present to provide for their needs. Finally, the LORD gives instructions for making the lampstand (25:31-39). These verses encourage the readers to trust and obey the LORD because he is present to illumine the way to life.

I.
Instructions for the Offering and the Sanctuary (25:1-9)

A.
The LORD Gives Instructions for the Offering (1-7)

1.
The LORD instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to take an offering (1-2)

2.
The LORD describes the offering that the Israelites should take (3-7)

B.
The LORD Gives Instruction for the Sanctuary (8-9)

1.
The LORD instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to make a sanctuary (8)

2.
The LORD instructs Moses to make sure the tabernacle and all its implements are made according to the pattern he reveals (9)

II.
Instructions for the Ark and Its Atonement Cover (25:10-22) 

A.
The LORD Gives Instructions for the Ark (10-16)

1.
The LORD gives instructions for the composition of the ark (10-15)

2.
The LORD commands Moses to put the testimony into the ark (16)

B.
The LORD Gives Instructions for the Ark's Atonement Cover (17-22)

1.
The LORD gives instructions for the composition of the atonement cover (17-20)

2.
The LORD commands Moses to put the testimony into the ark and set the atonement cover on top (21)

3.
The LORD explains that he will meet and speak with Moses there (22)

III.
Instructions for the Table of Showbread (25:23-30)

A.
The LORD Gives Instructions for Making the Table and Its Implements (23-29)

B.
The LORD Gives Instructions for the Bread of the Presence (30) 

IV.
Instructions for the Lampstand (25:31-39)

A.
The LORD Gives Instructions for Making the Lampstand (31-36)

B.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Make Sure the Seven Lamps Illuminate the Area in Front (37)

C.
The LORD Reemphasizes that the Lampstand and Its Implements Will Be Made of Pure Gold (38)

D.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Make Sure the Lampstand and Its Implements Are Made in Accordance with the Pattern He Reveals (39)

Message 

God's people should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy and lives in their midst. God's people trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy, he speaks to them and goes before them, they have made a covenant with him, and he mercifully covers their sins. God's people should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy and he is always with them to supply their needs. God's people should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy and is always with them to light the way to life.

Analysis of the Details

The Offering for the 

Sanctuary
The LORD gives instructions for the offering for the sanctuary in 25:1-9. The LORD gives instructions for taking the offering in verses 1-7. First, the LORD instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to take the offering in verses 1-2, "1The LORD spoke to Moses saying, 2'Speak to the sons of Israel so they take an offering for me. You will take my offering from everyone who volunteers his heart.'" My translation is literal, but this expression is translated in various ways such as "whose heart moves him" (ESV), "who is willing to give" (HCSB), and "whose heart prompts them" (NIV). My literal translation vividly describes the giver voluntarily offering his heart. As Durham says, "The call for materials for the media of worship is thus a call for a joyous response to the Presence of Yahweh, a response guided by Yahweh as it is occasioned by Yahweh" (Durham, 355). Second, the LORD describes the offering in verses 3-7, "3This is the offering you are to take from them: gold, silver, and bronze; 4blue, purple, and scarlet yarn; fine linen and goat hair; 5ram skins dyed red and manatee skins; acacia wood; 6oil  for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the perfumed incense; 7and onyx along with other gemstones for mounting on the ephod and breastpiece." These are obviously precious and costly items that would require great sacrifice. They will be used for making the sanctuary, its furnishings, and its implements. In the finished sanctuary these items will reflect the majesty and glory of the LORD. As Carpenter says, "This section highlights the quality of the materials, but their visible splendor and value is more important for the theological lessons they render than for their economic value per se. Through the splendor and beauty of the tabernacle construction and through the value of its materials, the people could catch a glimpse of the splendor and glory of their God and his heavenly dwelling place" (Carpenter, Vol. 2, 170).
The LORD gives instructions for the sanctuary in verses 8-9. First, the LORD instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to make the sanctuary in verse 8, "8They will make a sanctuary for me and I will live in the midst of them." A sanctuary is literally a "holy" or "sacred" place and is an appropriate dwelling for a holy God. This verse reveals the reason for the sanctuary. The perfect state is used to emphasize that the LORD "will live in the midst of them." The sanctuary will be a place where the LORD will live among his people. The LORD instructs Moses to make sure the sanctuary is made according to the pattern he reveals in verse 9, "9According to all that I am showing, the pattern of the Tabernacle and the pattern of all the furnishings, thus you must make it." Absolute nouns are used to emphasize that Moses must make sure that the sanctuary is built according to "all" that the LORD showed him and "all" the furnishings are made according to the pattern that the LORD revealed to him. An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must make" it in this way. Indeed, they do everything that the LORD commanded in chapters 35-40, and the glory of the LORD comes down and fills the sanctuary. As the readers witness the LORD giving instructions for taking an offering and building a sanctuary, they would be encouraged to trust and obey the LORD. Therefore, God's people should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy and lives in their midst.

The Ark and Atonement 
Cover

The LORD gives instructions for the ark and its atonement cover in 25:10-22. The LORD gives instructions for making the ark in verses 10-16. The ark represents the presence of the LORD living among his people. Durham says, "The ark is the foremost symbol of Yahweh's Presence beyond Sinai, and so its design and specifications are given first after the call for materials for the media of worship" (Durham, 358). The LORD gives instructions for the composition of the ark in verses 10-15, "10They will make an ark of acacia wood, two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high.  11You will overlay it with pure gold; you will overlay it inside and outside; and you will also make a gold border around it. 12You will cast four gold rings for it and you will place them on its four feet, two rings on one side and two rings on the second side. 13You will make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14You will insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark with them. 15The poles must be in the rings of the ark; they must not be removed from it." The ark is overlayed with pure gold all over and has a gold border around it. The four rings are cast from pure gold. The poles used for carrying the ark are also overlaid with gold. The absolute adject is used to emphasize that the gold is to be "pure" and free from any impurities. The gold vividly depicts the majesty and holiness of the LORD. The poles have the practical function of making it possible to carry the ark; however, they also have an underlying meaning. The LORD is not a localized deity, but he goes with his people when they follow him. An absolute command and prohibition are used to emphasize that the poles "must" be in the rings of the ark and "must not" be removed from it. The poles must be in the ark and must not be removed because his people need to be ready to go whenever the LORD leads them. The LORD commands Moses to put the testimony into the ark in verse 16, "16Put into the ark the testimony which I will give to you." The testimony is the stone tablets that the LORD will give to Moses. These stone tablets are inscribed with the LORD's commands for his people and testify to the requirements of the covenant. 

The LORD gives instructions for the atonement cover of the ark in verses 17-22. The LORD gives instructions for making the atonement cover in verses 17-20, "17You will make an atonement cover of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and one and a half cubits wide. 18You will make two cherubs of gold; you will make two cherubs of hammered gold at the two ends of the atonement cover. 19Make one cherub at this end and one cherub at the other end. From the atonement cover, you should make the cherubs upon its two sides. 20The cherubs will be spreading their wings upward, hiding the atonement cover with their wings, each of their faces toward his brother. The faces of the cherubs will be toward the atonement cover." The atonement cover is made of pure gold and the cherubs are made of hammered gold. The absolute adjective is used to emphasize the gold is to be "pure" and free from any impurities. The gold vividly depicts the majesty and holiness of the LORD. The cherubs are heavenly creatures and probably serve as guardians over the ark and its contents. The atonement cover is more than just a cover. Stuart says that the Hebrew word employed here comes from "a root that refers in various ways to the concept of atonement or reconciliation--the process of causing people to become true friends, allies, or kin and not to be distant, hostile, and at odds" (Stuart 570). The LORD graciously covers over sin so that his people can live in his presence. The LORD commands Moses to put the testimony into the ark and set the atonement cover on top in verse 21, "21You will set the atonement cover upon the top of the ark and put the testimony which I will give you into the ark." The testimony is the stone tablets that the LORD will give to Moses. These stone tablets are inscribed with the LORD's commands for his people. Nonetheless, the atonement cover is set over the testimony and the LORD's covenant demands are balanced by his grace and mercy. The LORD explains the significance of the atonement cover in verse 22, "22I will meet with you there and speak with you above the atonement cover, between the two cherubs which are over the ark of the testimony, all which I order you regarding the sons of Israel." The LORD will meet with and speak to Moses above the atonement cover of the ark that contains the testimony. The LORD demands obedience to the covenant but mercifully covers over sin so that his people can live in his presence. As Honeycutt summarizes, "The whole of the ark, chest and covering symbolized for Israel the Lord's presence, assuring Israel of the Lord's revelation and his provision for atonement" (Honeycutt, 417). As the readers witness the LORD giving instructions for the ark and its atonement cover, they would be encouraged to trust and obey him. Therefore, God's people should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy, he speaks to and goes before them, they have made a covenant with him, and he mercifully covers their sins.

Instructions for the Table

The LORD gives instructions for the table and the bread of the presence in 25:23-30. The LORD gives instructions for making the table and its implements in verse 23-29, "23You will make a table of acacia wood, two cubits long, one cubit wide, and one and one-half cubit high.  24You will overlay it with pure gold and make a gold border all around. 25You will make a rim a handbreadth all around and make a gold border for its rim all around.26 You will make four gold rings for it and put the rings onto the four corners which are for its four legs. 27The rings must be next to the rims as housings for the poles to carry the table. 28You will make the poles of acacia wood, overlay them with gold, and the table will be carried by them. 29You will make its plates and its cups and its pitchers and its bowls for pouring with them. You must make them of pure gold." The table is overlayed with pure gold and has a rim with a gold border all around it and four gold rings. The plates, cups, pitchers, and bowls are made of pure gold. The absolute adjective is used to emphasize the gold is to be "pure" and free from any impurities. An absolute command is used to emphasize that everything "must" be made of pure gold. The gold vividly depicts the majesty and holiness of the LORD.  The table has rings and poles that serve the practical function and making the table easy to carry. An absolute command is used to emphasize that the rings must be next to the rims as housings for the poles to carry the table. Underlying this is the implication that the LORD goes with them wherever he leads. The LORD gives instructions for the bread of the presence in verse 30, "30You will put the bread of the presence on the table before my presence continually." The word translated "presence" is literally the plural noun "faces" and vividly describes the LORD's presence with his people. The absolute temporal noun is used to emphasize that they will "continually" put the bread of the presence before him. Bread represents food and all the necessities for living. The bread of the presence vividly depicts the LORD's presence with his people to supply their needs. Durham says, "By its opulence as by the containers and the food and drink placed continuously upon it and periodically renewed, this Table announced, 'He is here,' and here as one who gives sustenance" (Durham, 362). As the readers witness the LORD giving instructions for the table of the bread of the presence, they would be encouraged to trust and obey him. Therefore, God's people should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy and always with them to supply their needs.

Instructions for a Lampstand

The LORD gives instructions for the lampstand in 25:31-39. The LORD gives instructions for making the lampstand in verses 31-36, "31You will make a lampstand of pure hammered gold. The lampstand will be made; its base and shaft, its cups, its calyxes and its petals will be one piece. 32Six branches going out from its sides, three branches of the lampstand from one side and three branches of the lampstand from the second side. 33[There will be] three cups like almond shaped blossoms on the first branch, each with a calyx and petals, and three cups like almond shaped blossoms, each with a calyx and petals, on the second branch; thus, [there will be] six branches extending from the lampstand. 34[There will be] four almond shaped blossoms on the branch of the lampstand, with its calyxes and its petals. 35For the six branches that extend from the lampstand, a calyx must be under the first pair of branches from it, a calyx under the second pair of branches from it, and a calyx under the third pair of branches from it. 36Their calyxes and branches are to be from one piece.  All of it is to be a single hammered piece of pure gold." The LORD says at the beginning of these instructions that the lampstand is to be made of pure hammered gold. The LORD says at the end of these instructions that all of the lampstand is to be made of pure hammered gold. Indeed, the absolute noun is used to emphasize that "all" of the lampstand will be made of pure hammered gold. Moreover, verse 38 says, "38Its snuffers and firepans [will be] be of pure gold" and verse 39 emphasizes, "39The lampstand with all these implements is to be made from pure gold." The absolute adjective is used to emphasize that the gold is to be "pure" and free from any impurities. The gold depicts the majesty and holiness of the LORD. The lampstand is in the shape of a fruit tree with six branches coming out from the trunk, complete with calyxes, petals, and blossoms. Some have seen here an allusion to the tree of life in the garden of Eden. Whether that is the case or not, the lampstand certainly represents life. The LORD instructs Moses to make sure the seven lamps illuminate the area in front of it in verse 37, "37You will make seven lamps, so the lamps go up upon the area in front of it." The lamps have the function of giving light and revealing what lies ahead. The LORD instructs Moses to make sure the lampstand and its implements are made according to the pattern he has given him in verse 40, "40See to and make them according to the pattern you have been shown on the mountain." The imperative verb "See to" is used like an interjection to emphasize the necessity of making everything according to the pattern the LORD gives him. Indeed, Moses does do everything that the LORD commanded in chapters 35-40, and the glory of the LORD comes down and fills the sanctuary. As the readers witness the LORD giving instructions for the lampstand, they would be encouraged to trust and obey the LORD.  Therefore, God's people should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy and always with them to light the way to life.
Application of the Message

Christians today are still confronted by the challenge of living their lives in relationship with the LORD.  This similarity provides a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation. However, there is no need for Christians to build the sanctuary, the ark and its atonement cover, the table for the bread of the presence, or the lampstand. Nonetheless, what is depicted in these things is fulfilled in Jesus Christ and can be applied to the modern situation by relating them to contextual equivalents. Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy, he lives in their midst, he goes with them wherever he leads, they have made a covenant with him, he mercifully covers their sins, he supplies their needs, and he lights the way to eternal life.

Proclamation of the Message

Title: I Will Live in the Midst of Them

Objective: The objective of this message is to exhort and encourage Christians to trust and obey the LORD.

Proposition: Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he is pure and holy, he lives in their midst, he goes with them wherever he leads, they have made a covenant with him, he makes atonement for them, he supplies their needs, and he lights the way to eternal life through Jesus.

Introduction

Christians today are confronted by the challenge of living their lives in covenant relationship with the LORD just like the people of Israel at the mountain of God.  However, we don't have to make the sanctuary, the ark and its atonement cover, the table of showbread, or the lampstand according to the instructions the LORD gave to Moses. Nonetheless, what is depicted in these things is fulfilled in Jesus Christ and encourages us to trust and obey the LORD. Read Exodus 25:1-39.
I.
Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy. 

A.
The ark is overlaid with pure gold all over and has a gold border around it. The four rings are cast from pure gold. The poles used for carrying the ark are also made of gold. The atonement cover of the ark is made of pure gold, and the cherubs are made of hammered gold.

B.
The table is overlayed with pure gold and has a rim with a gold border all around it and four gold rings. The plates, cups, pitchers, and bowls used at the table are made of pure gold. 
C.
The lampstand is made of pure hammered gold. The snuffers and firepans used with the lampstand are made of pure gold. 
D.
Pure gold is gold that contains no dross or impurities. The gold depicts the majesty and holiness of the LORD.

E.
Application—Therefore, we should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy.

II.
Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he lives in their midst.

A.
The sanctuary and all its furnishings represent the LORD's presence among his people, but some of these emphasize his presence. The LORD explains the significance of the sanctuary in verse 8, "They will make a sanctuary for me and I will live in the midst of them." 

B.
The LORD explains the significance of the atonement cover of the ark in verse 22, "I will meet with you there and speak with you above the atonement cover, between the two cherubs which are over the ark of the testimony, all which I order you regarding the sons of Israel."

C.
The LORD explains the significance of the bread that is placed on the table in verse 30, "You will put the bread of the presence on the table before my presence continually."

D.
Illustration of the Presence of the LORD
E.
Application—Therefore, we should trust and obey the LORD because he lives among us.

III.
Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he goes with them wherever he leads.

A.
The rings and poles of the ark have the practical function of making it possible to carry it; however, they have an underlying meaning. The LORD is not a localized deity, but he goes with his people. 

B.
The LORD absolutely forbids them from removing the poles from the rings of the ark. The poles must not be removed because his people need to be ready to go whenever the LORD leads them.

C.
The table of showbread also has rings and poles so that the presence of the LORD can go with them when he leads them.

D. The final verses of Exodus affirm, "36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys."
E.
Application—Therefore, we should trust and obey the LORD because he goes with us wherever he leads.

IV.
Christians should trust and obey the LORD because they have entered into a covenant with him.

A.
The LORD commands Moses to put the testimony into the ark in verse 16, "Put into the ark the testimony which I will give to you." The testimony was the stone tablets that the LORD gave to Moses. 

B.
The LORD commands Moses to put the testimony into the ark and set the atonement cover on top in verse 21, "You will set the atonement cover upon the top of the ark and put the testimony which I will give you into the ark." These stone tablets were inscribed with the LORD's commands for his people and testified to the requirements of the covenant.

C.
Illustration of a Binding Contract
D.
Application—Therefore, we should trust and obey the LORD because we have entered into a covenant with him.

V.
Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he has made atonement for them.

A.
The LORD gives instructions for the atonement cover of the ark in verses 17-22. 

The atonement cover is more than just a cover. Douglas Stuart says that the Hebrew word employed here comes from "a root that refers in various ways to the concept of atonement or reconciliation--the process of causing people to become true friends, allies, or kin and not to be distant, hostile, and at odds" (Stuart, 570).

B.
As a result, the LORD says, "I will meet with you there and speak with you above the cover, between the two cherubs which are over the ark of the testimony, all which I order you regarding the sons of Israel." 

C.
Paul says in Romans 3:25-26, "25God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement through faith in his blood, to demonstrate his righteousness, because in His restraint God passed over the sins previously committed. 26God presented Him to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be righteous and declare righteous  the one who has faith in Jesus. 
D.
Application—Therefore, we should trust and obey the LORD because he has made atonement for us.

VI.
Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he supplies their needs.

A.
The LORD gives instructions for the table of showbread in 25:23-30. 

B.
The LORD gives instructions for the bread of the presence in verse 30, "You will put the bread of the presence on the table before my presence continually." Bread represents food and all the necessities for living. The bread of the presence suggests that the LORD is present with his people to supply their needs. 

C.
Illustration of the LORD's Provision
D.
Application—Therefore, we should trust and obey the LORD because he supplies our needs.

VII.
Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he lights the way to eternal life.

A.
The LORD gives instructions for making the lampstand in verses 31-36.

B.
The lampstand is in the shape of a fruit tree with six branches coming out from the trunk, compete with calyxes, petals, and blossoms. Some have seen here an allusion to the tree of life in the garden of Eden. Whether that is the case or not the lampstand certainly represents life. 

C.
The LORD instructs Moses to make sure the seven lamps illuminate the area in front of it in verse 37, "You will make seven lamps so the lamps go up upon the area in front of it." The lamps have the function of giving light and revealing what lies ahead. 

D.
Jesus says in John 8:12, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life" (ESV)

E.
Therefore, Christians should trust and obey the LORD because he lights the way to eternal life.
Conclusion

We are confronted by the challenge of living our lives in covenant relationship with the LORD just like the people of Israel at the mountain of God.  We certainly don't have to make the sanctuary, the ark and its atonement cover, the table for showbread, or a lampstand according to the instructions the LORD gave to Moses. Nonetheless, what is depicted in these things is fulfilled in Jesus Christ and this encourages us to trust and obey the LORD. We should trust and obey the LORD because he is majestic and holy and he lives in our midst, he goes with us wherever he leads, we have entered into a covenant with him, he mercifully covers our sins, he supplies our needs, and he lights the way to eternal life.

CHAPTER FIVE
CONSECRATE THEM TO SERVE

Exodus 29:1-46

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation 

29:1This is the thing you must do to them to consecrate them to serve as priests for me. Take one bull from the herd and two faultless rams, 2and unleavened bread and unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared with oil. You must make them of fine wheat flour. 3You will put them in one basket and you will bring them in the basket along with the bull and the two rams. 4You must bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the Tent of meeting and you will wash them with water. 5Then you will take the garments and you will clothe Aaron with the coat and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastpiece, and you will gird him with the waistband of the ephod. 6You will set the headdress on his head and put the holy crown on the headdress. 7You will take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and you will anoint him. 8You must bring his sons and you will clothe them with tunics. 9You will gird Aaron and his sons with sashes and bind headgear on them, and the priesthood will be theirs, a statute forever, and you will ordain Aaron and his sons. 

10You will bring the bull before the Tent of meeting and Aaron and his sons will lay their hands on the head of the bull. 11You will slaughter the bull before the LORD at the entrance of the Tent of meeting, 12and you will take from the blood of the bull and you will put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and all [the remaining] blood you must pour out at the base of the altar. 13You will take all the fat covering the innards, and the appendage of the liver, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them and send up smoke on the altar, 14but the flesh of the bull and its skin and the offal you must burn with fire outside the camp; it is a sin offering. 

15Then you must take one of the rams, and Aaron and his sons will lay their hands on the head of the ram, 16and you will slaughter the ram and you will take its blood and scatter it around the altar. 17Then you must cut the ram into pieces and wash its innards and its legs, and you will put them with its pieces and its head, 18and you will send up smoke from the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD; it is a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 

19You will take the second ram, and Aaron and his sons will lay their hands on the head of the ram, 20and you will slaughter the ram and will take from its blood and you will put it on the outside of the right ear of Aaron and on the outside of the right ear of his sons, and on the thumb of their right hand and on the big toe of their right foot, and scatter the blood around the altar. 21Then you will take from the blood that is on the altar, and from the anointing oil, and scatter it on Aaron and his garments, and on his sons and his sons' garments with him and he himself and his garments will be holy, and his sons and his sons' garments with him. 22You will take the fat from the ram and the fat tail and the fat covering the innards, and the appendage of the liver and the two kidneys with the fat which is on them, and the right thigh, for it is a ram of ordination, 23and one loaf of bread and one cake of bread with oil, and one wafer from the basket of unleavened bread which is before the LORD. 24You will put everything in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons, and you will wave them, a wave offering before the LORD. 25You will take them from their hand and send up smoke on the altar on top of the burnt offering as a pleasing aroma before the LORD; it is a fire offering to the LORD. 26You will take the breast of the ram of Aaron's ordination and you will wave it for a wave offering before the LORD, and it will be your portion. 27You will consecrate the breast of the contribution which is waved and which is raised from the ram of ordination, from what is for Aaron and his sons. 28It will be for Aaron and his sons as a perpetual statute, because it is a contribution, and it is a contribution from the sons of Israel, from their peace sacrifices, their contribution to the LORD. 29The holy garments of Aaron are for his sons after him, for being anointed in them and being ordained in them. 30The priest must wear them, the ones after him from his sons, who comes into the Tent of meeting to serve in the Holy Place. 31You must take the ram of ordination and you will boil its flesh in a holy place. 32Aaron and his sons will eat the flesh of the ram and the bread which is in the basket at the entrance of the Tent of meeting. 33They will eat those things for which atonement was made for their ordination and for their consecration, but a stranger must not eat because they are holy. 34If [anything] remains until the morning from the flesh of the ordination or from the bread, you will burn the remnants with fire. It must not be eaten because it is holy. 35Thus you will do to Aaron and to his sons according to all that I have commanded you. Through seven days you will ordain them, 36and every day you will offer a bull as a sin offering for atonement. You will purify the altar when you make atonement on it, and you will anoint it to consecrate it. 37Seven days you will make atonement on the altar and you will consecrate it, and the altar will be exceedingly holy. Whatever touches the altar will be made holy. 
38This is what you will offer on the altar: two one-year- old rams a day regularly. 39One ram you will offer in the morning, and the second ram you will offer at twilight. 40[You will offer] a tenth measure of fine flour mixed with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering for the first ram. 41For the second ram you will offer at twilight, you will offer it as a tribute offering and its drink offering, [like the one] in the morning for a pleasing aroma, which is to the LORD. 42[This is] a regular burnt offering for your generations at the entrance of the Tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet with you, to speak to you there. 43There I will meet with the sons of Israel, and it will be consecrated by my glory. 44I will consecrate the Tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron and his sons I will consecrate to serve me as priests. 45I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God. 46They will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt to dwell among them. I am the LORD their God! 

Situation and Purpose

The passage describes a setting in which the people of Israel are at the foot of the mountain of God with Moses revealing the LORD's requirements for their covenant relationship with him. More specifically, the passage describes a setting in which the LORD is giving instructions for the consecration and ordination of priests and their duties.  This passage reflects a general situation in which Aaron's descendants were confronted with the challenge of serving as priests.  The purpose of the passage was to encourage Aaron's descendants to seek the forgiveness of their sins, devote themselves completely to God, and to be ordained so they can serve as priests. 

Literary Context and Role

This passage is part of a section of Exodus which focuses on further revelations of God to Moses on the mountain and serves to further clarify to the readers the nature of the covenant relationship and their responsibilities as God's people (24:12-31:18). This passage is the fifth passage in this section. The previous passages give instructions for the offering, the ark, the atonement cover, the table, and the lampstand for the sanctuary (24:12-25:39), the frames and screens of the sanctuary (26:1-37), the altar of burnt offerings, courtyard, and the oil for the lampstand (27:1-21), and the garments for the priests (28:1-43). This passage gives instructions for the consecration of the priests (29:1-46). Thus it is very closely related the immediately preceding passage (28:1-43). Subsequent passages give instructions for the altar of incense (30:1-38) as well as assure that God has provided skilled workers (31:1-11) and emphasize the need to observe the Sabbath (31:12-18).  This passage is also related to the final section of Exodus (35:1-40:38).  The climactic section relates the completion of the Tabernacle in accordance with those instructions and the descent of the glory of the LORD.

Form and Function

Though the passage is found in a broader historical narrative, it should be classified as exhortation. Simply put, exhortation consists of commands and/or prohibitions that indicate the appropriate response and reasoned arguments that provide motivation for obedience. However, the exhortation in this passage gives instructions for religious rituals. What makes ritual law unique is that it contains instructions for making religious objects or observing religious rituals. These religious objects and rituals have an underlying meaning.  This passage contains instructions for the sin offering, burnt offering, ordination offering, and the regular offerings. What is revealed through these rituals can be understood by considering what is inherent within these rituals and what is explained about these rituals in the passage and the rest of the Old Testament. This requires some imagination. However, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. Though not specifically stated, what is revealed by these rituals encourages priests to faithfully serve the LORD.

Strategy and Structure

The passage begins with some introductory instructions for consecrating, anointing, and ordaining Aaron and his sons (1-9). This introduction is followed by specific instructions for the consecration and ordination of priests with the sin offering (10-14), the burnt offering (15-18), and the ordination offering (19-14). These offerings are in a logical order since it was necessary for the priests to be cleansed from sin and completely dedicated to the LORD before they are ordained to serve him. This passage concludes with instructions for the regular offerings (29:35-46). The instructions for the regular offering describe the major function of the priests.  
I.
Preliminary Instructions (29:1-9)

A.
The LORD Gives Moses Preliminary Instructions for Consecrating Aaron and His Sons (1-3)

B.
The LORD Gives Moses Preliminary Instructions for Anointing Aaron and His Sons (4-7)

C.
The LORD Gives Moses Preliminary Instructions for Ordaining Aaron and His Sons (8-9)

II.
Instructions for the Sin Offering (29:10-14)

A.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Have Aaron and His Sons Lay Their Hands on the Bull (10)

B.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Slaughter the Bull and Disperse Its Blood (11-12)

C.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Burn the Fatty Portions of the Bull on the Altar and the Flesh, Skin, and Offal Outside the Camp (13-14)

III.
Instructions for the Burnt Offering (29:15-18)

A.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Have Aaron and His Sons Lay Their Hands on the Ram (15)

B.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Slaughter the Ram and Scatter Its Blood Around the Altar (16)

C.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Prepare and Burn the Whole Ram on the Altar (17-18a)

D.
The LORD Explains to Moses that the Burnt Offering Is Pleasing to Him (18b)

IV.
Instructions for the Ordination Offering (29:19-37)

A.
The LORD Gives Moses Instructions for the Blood of the Ram (19-21)

1.
The LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron and his sons lay their hands on the ram (19)

2.
The LORD instructs Moses to put some of the blood on Aaron and his sons (20)

3.
The LORD instructs Moses to anoint Aaron and his sons (21)

B.
The LORD Gives Moses Instructions for the Fatty Portions and the Right Thigh of the Ram (22-24)

1.
The LORD instructs Moses to take the fatty portions and right thigh of the ram of ordination (22)

2.
The LORD instructs Moses to add one loaf of bread, one cake of bread, and one wafer of unleavened bread (23)

3.
The LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron and his sons wave them as a wave offering (24)

4.
The LORD instructs Moses to take and burn them as a fire offering (25)
C.
The LORD Gives Moses Instructions for the Breast of the Ram (26-28)

1.
The LORD instructs Moses to wave the breast of the ram as a wave offering (26)

2.
The LORD instructs Moses to consecrate the breast of the ram of ordination (27)

3.
The LORD establishes the offering of the right thigh as a perpetual statute (28)

D.
The LORD gives Moses Instructions for Passing Down Aaron's Holy Garments (29-30) 

E.
The LORD Gives Moses Instructions for the Flesh of the Ram (31-34)

1.
The LORD instructs Moses to boil the flesh and have Aaron and sons eat it with bread (31-32)

2.
The LORD explains the significance of the flesh and bread (33a)

3.
The LORD instructs Moses to guard the sanctity of the flesh and bread (33b-34)

F,
Ordination and the Altar (29:35-37)

1.
The LORD instructs Moses to ordain Aaron and his sons for seven days (35-36a))

2.
The LORD instructs Moses to purify and consecrate the altar (36b-37)

V,
Instructions for the Regular Offerings (29:38-46)

A.
The LORD Instructs Moses to Offer Two Rams a Day Regularly (38-41)

B.
The LORD Assures Moses of the Results of These Regular Offerings (42-46)

1.
The LORD assures Moses that he will meet with him and speak to him (42)

2.
The LORD assures Moses that he will meet with the people and they will be consecrated by his glory (43)

3.
The LORD assures Moses that he will consecrate the Tent of meeting, the altar, and Aaron and his sons (44)

4.
The LORD assures Moses that he will dwell with them and be their God (45)

5.
The LORD assures Moses that they will know that he is the LORD their God (46)

Message 

Priests should faithfully serve the LORD because he has graciously cleansed, anointed, and ordained them so they can serve him as priests. Priests should faithfully serve the LORD because he has graciously provided the sin offering to forgive their sins so they can serve him as priests. Priests should faithfully serve the LORD because he has graciously provided the burnt offering so they can be consecrated to him and serve him as priests. Priests should faithfully serve the LORD because he has graciously chosen and empowered them apart through the ordination offering to listen to what he says, do what he tells them to do, go where he tells them to go, and enter into intimate fellowship with him so they can serve him as priests. Priest should faithfully serve the LORD by offering regular sacrifices because he will meet them and speak with them, he will dwell among them and be their God, and they will know that he is the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt.

Analysis of the Details

Preliminary Instructions

The LORD gives Moses some preliminary instructions in 29:1-9. The LORD gives Moses preliminary instructions for consecrating Aaron and his sons in verses 1-3, "1This is the thing you must do to them to consecrate them to serve as priests for me. Take one bull from the herd and two faultless rams, and unleavened bread and unleavened cakes mixed with oil, 2and unleavened wafers smeared with oil. You must make them of fine wheat flour. 3You will put them in one basket and you will bring them in the basket along with the bull and the two rams." The bull, two rams and the basket of bread will be used for the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the ordination offering. An absolute command is used to emphasize that this "must" be done to consecrate the priests. The absolute adjective is used to emphasize that the two rams must be "faultless" or literally "perfect." The LORD gives Moses preliminary instructions for washing, clothing, and anointing Aaron and his sons in verses 4-7, "4You must bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the Tent of meeting and you will wash them with water. 5Then you will take the garments and you will clothe Aaron with the coat and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastpiece, and you will gird him with the waistband of the ephod. 6You will set the headdress on his head and put the holy crown on the headdress. 7You will take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and you will anoint him." An absolute command is used to emphasize that Aaron and his sons "must" be brought to the entrance to the Tent of meeting. Ceremonial washing was used to symbolize cleansing from sin. The priestly garments of Aaron and his sons are described in chapter 28. These garments are described as reminders so that Aaron and his sons are acceptable to the LORD. Anointing was used to indicate that someone was chosen and empowered for a specific task, in this case to serve the LORD as a priest. The LORD gives Moses preliminary instructions for ordaining Aaron and his sons in verses 8-9, "8You must bring his sons and you will clothe them with tunics. 9You will gird Aaron and his sons with sashes and bind headgear on them and the priesthood will be theirs, a statute forever, and you will ordain Aaron and his sons." An absolute command is used to emphasize that Aaron and his sons "must" be brought so they can be clothed. An absolute temporal noun is used to emphasize that the priesthood will be theirs as a statute "forever." The command "you will ordain Aaron and his sons" literally means "you will fill the hand of Aaron and the hand of his sons." This command vividly describes the LORD handing authority to Aaron and his sons to serve him as priests. There was nothing about Aaron and his sons to qualify them as priests. Cleansing, anointing, and ordination are all gifts coming from the grace of the LORD. Therefore, priests should faithfully serve the LORD because he has graciously cleansed, anointed, and ordained them so they can serve him as priests.

The Sin Offering

The LORD gives Moses instructions for the sin offering in 29:10-14. The LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron and his sons lay hands on the bull in verse 10, "10You will bring the bull before the Tent of meeting and Aaron and his sons will lay their hands on the head of the bull." By laying hands on the head of the bull, Aaron and his sons identify with the bull, and the bull stands in their place for the sin offering. The LORD instructs Moses to slaughter the bull and disperse its blood in verses 11-12, "11You will slaughter the bull before the LORD at the entrance of the Tent of meeting, 12and you will take from the blood of the bull and you will put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and all [the remaining] blood you must pour out at the base of the altar." The LORD instructs Moses to slaughter the bull before him at the entrance to the Tent of meeting. The altar stands at the entrance to the Tent of meeting, and the altar and its horns represent the presence of the LORD, where atonement and protection were sought. Putting the blood on the horns and pouring out the blood at the base of the altar are vivid ways of appealing for the grace of the LORD to accept the blood or life of the bull in the place of Aaron and his sons. The absolute noun is used in an absolute command to emphasize that "all" the blood "must" be poured out at the base of the altar. The LORD instructs Moses to burn the fatty parts on the altar and the flesh, skin, and offal outside the camp in verses 13-14, "13You will take all the fat covering the innards, and the appendage of the liver, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them and send up smoke on the altar, 14but the flesh of the bull and its skin and the offal you must burn with fire outside the camp; it is a sin offering." The fatty portions of the bull were offered at the altar, at the entrance to the Holy Place. The burning of the fatty parts is a vivid appeal for the grace and mercy of the LORD to forgive sin. The verb I have literally translated "send up smoke" is usually translated "burn." I have retained the literal translation because the rising smoke vividly portrays the appeal for the grace of the LORD. An absolute command is used to emphasize that the skin, flesh, and offal of the bull "must" be burnt outside the camp. The burning of the skin, flesh, and offal of the bull vividly portray the complete obliteration of sin by fire. Honeycutt explains, "The fact that the animal was taken outside the camp and burned suggests that the animal had taken the sin of the offerants upon itself" (Honeycutt, 427). Carpenter adds, "Aaron and his sons were thereby made holy through forgiveness and atonement, so that they could be ordained to serve as priests (Carpenter, Vol. 2, 239). There was nothing special about Aaron and his sons to quality them to be priests. Aaron and his sons were sinners like everyone else. The sin offering is a gift of God's grace that vividly portrays his forgiveness of sin. Therefore, priests should faithfully serve the LORD because he has graciously provided the sin offering so their sins can be forgiven, and they can serve him as priests.

The Burnt Offering

The LORD gives Moses instructions for the burnt offering in 29:15-18. The LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron and his sons lay their hand on the ram in verse 15, "15Then you must take one of the rams, and Aaron and his sons will lay their hands on the head of the ram." An absolute command is used to emphasize that one of the rams "must" be taken. By laying hands on the head of the ram, Aaron and his sons identify with the ram which stands in their place for the burnt offering. The LORD instructs Moses to slaughter the ram and scatter its blood around the altar in verse 16, "16and you will slaughter the ram and you will take its blood and scatter it around the altar." The altar and its horns represent the presence of the LORD, where atonement and protection were sought. Scattering blood around the altar vividly depicts their appeal for the grace of the LORD based on what is represented in the burnt offering.  The LORD instructs Moses to prepare and burn the whole ram on the altar in verse 17 and the first part of verse 18, "17Then you must cut the ram into pieces and wash its innards and its legs, and you will put them with its pieces and its head, 18and you will send up smoke from the whole ram on the altar." An absolute command is used to emphasize that the ram "must" be cut into pieces and washed. The verb literally translated "send up smoke" is usually translated "burn." I have retained the literal translation because the rising smoke vividly depicts their appeal for the grace of the LORD based on what is depicted in the burnt offering. The burning of the entire ram on the altar vividly portrays the complete devotion of the priests to the LORD. The LORD explains to Moses that the burnt offering is a pleasing aroma to him in the second part of verse 18, "It is a burnt offering to the LORD; it is a pleasing aroma to the LORD." The burnt offering is a pleasing aroma to the LORD because it portrays the compete devotion of the priests to him. Honeycutt sums up, "Through laying their hands on the sacrificial animal, worshippers effectually identified themselves with the animal. The upward ascent of the smoke of the sacrifice depicted the priests being offered to God." Honeycutt adds, "The 'wholeness' of the burnt offering properly symbolized the complete giving of oneself to the Lord, and was, therefore, wholly appropriate for the sacrifice prior to the act of ordination" (Honeycutt, 423).  There was nothing special about Aaron and his sons to quality them to be priests. The burnt offering was a gift of God's grace that vividly portrays their consecration to God. Therefore, priests should serve the LORD because he has graciously provided the burnt offering so they can be consecrated to him and serve him as priests.

The Ordination Offering

The LORD gives Moses instructions for the ordination offering in 29:19-34. The ordination offering is a variation of the peace or fellowship offering. Carpenter says, "In all of the offerings of well-being (often rendered as 'peace offerings'), the joy of fellowship through a ritual sharing of food was an important element as Yahweh sought to build a relationship with his people even as he cleansed them, forgave their iniquities, and set them aside to himself" (Carpenter, Vol. 2, 245). The LORD gives Moses instructions for the blood of the ram in verses 19-21. First, the LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron and his sons lay their hands on the ram in verse 19, "19You will take the second ram, and Aaron and his sons will lay their hands on the head of the ram." By laying their hands on the head of the ram, Aaron and his sons identify with the ram, and it stands in their place for the ordination offering. Second, the LORD instructs Moses to slaughter the ram and put some of the blood on Aaron and his sons and scatter the rest of the  blood around the altar in verse 20, "20and you will slaughter the ram and put it on the outside of the right ear of Aaron and on the outside of the right ear of his sons, and on the thumb of their right hand and on the big toe of their right foot, and scatter the blood around the altar." Anointing was used to symbolize that someone was chosen and empowered for a specific task. Anointing the outside of the right ear, the thumb of the right hand, and the big toe of the right foot vividly portrayed that Aaron and his sons were chosen and empowered to hear what the LORD said, do what the LORD told them to do, and go where the LORD told them to go. As Carpenter says, "The three anointings clearly signify complete consecration to Yahweh. Perhaps the sense of hearing (ear), of doing (hand), and performing Yahweh's commands (feet) are intended" (Carpenter, Vol. 2, 245). Third, The LORD instructs Moses to scatter some of the blood and anointing oil on Aaron and his sons and their garments in verse 21, "21Then you will take from the blood that is on the altar, and from the anointing oil, and scatter it on Aaron and his garments, and on his sons and his sons' garments with him and he himself and his garments will be holy, and his sons and his sons' garments with him." Again, anointing was used to symbolize that someone was chosen and empowered for a specific task. Anointing Aaron and his sons and their garments vividly portrays that Aaron and his sons were chosen and empowered to serve the LORD as priests. The result is that he and his sons along with their garments were holy. The verb "be holy" means "be set apart, sanctified, or consecrated." An emphatic subject pronoun is used to emphasize that Aaron and his garments will be holy (Literally "he, he . . . and his garments will be holy" and translated "he himself and his garments . . . will be holy"). Cole concludes, "The priest must be cleansed symbolically, both by washing and by his sin-offering, before he can be installed in his new robes: he must be solemnly anointed for his task: hand, foot and ear must be dedicated to God. Then, and then only, can he make sacrifices that are pleasing to God. All this ritual must be repeated daily for seven days, both to emphasize its sacred importance and to give the sense of completeness" (Cole, 211). 

The LORD gives Moses instructions for the fatty portions and the right thigh of the ram in verses 22-25. The LORD instructs Moses to take the fatty portions and the right thigh of the ram in verse 22, "22You will take the fat from the ram and the fat tail and the fat covering the innards, and the appendage of the liver and the two kidneys with the fat which is on them, and the right thigh, for it is a ram of ordination." The fatty portions were the choice portions and were reserved for offerings to the LORD. The noun translated "ordination" is literally used for setting precious stones in place and is used to vividly describe the ordination or installation of priests. The LORD instructs Moses to add one loaf of bread, one cake of bread, and a wafer of unleavened bread to the offering in verse 23, "23and one loaf of bread and one cake of bread with oil, and one wafer from the basket of unleavened bread which is before the LORD." The addition of bread to the fatty portions and thigh of the ram make this offering more like a meal. The LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron wave these as a wave offering in verse 24, "24You will put everything in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons, and you will wave them, a wave offering before the LORD." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that Aaron will wave "everything" before the LORD. Waving the fatty portions and thigh of the ram and the bread is a vivid way of presenting these to the LORD as his portion of the meal. The LORD instructs Moses to take and burn them as a fire offering in verse 25, "25You will take them from their hand and send up smoke on the altar on top of the burnt offering as a pleasing aroma before the LORD; it is a fire offering to the LORD." Burning the fatty portions and thigh of the ram and the bread vividly depict the LORD consuming these as his portion of the fellowship meal. The verb translated "send up smoke" is usually translated "burn." I have retained the literal translation because the rising smoke vividly depicts the appeal for the grace of the LORD based on what is depicted in the ordination offering. This meal vividly portrays the LORD's gracious acceptance of them and their invitation. 

The LORD gives Moses instructions for the breast of the ram in verses 26-28. The LORD instructs Moses to wave the breast of the ram as a wave offering in verse 26, "26You will take the breast of the ram of Aaron's ordination and you will wave it for a wave offering before the LORD, and it will be your portion." Waving the breast of the ram vividly portrays their joining the LORD in the fellowship meal. The LORD instructs Moses to consecrate the breast of the ram of ordination in verse 27, "27You will consecrate the breast of the contribution which is waved and which is raised from the ram of ordination, from what is for Aaron and his sons." The breast of the ram must be consecrated or set apart as holy so that it retains its significance. It can be used for no other purpose other than a communal meal with the LORD. The LORD establishes the contribution of the breast as a perpetual statute in verse 28, "28It will be for Aaron and his sons as a perpetual statute, because it is a contribution, and it is a contribution from the sons of Israel, from their peace sacrifices, their contribution to the LORD." An absolute noun is used to emphasize that the thigh of the ram will be for Aaron and his sons as a "perpetual" statute. This perpetual statute ensures that the priests can regularly offer this sacrifice as a fellowship meal with the LORD. 

The LORD gives Moses instructions for passing down the holy garments of Aaron in verses 29-30, "29The holy garments of Aaron are for his sons after him, for being anointed in them and being ordained in them. 30The priest should wear them, the ones after him from his sons, who come into the Tent of meeting to serve in the Holy Place." The provision of the breast of the fellowship offerings of the people as a perpetual statute for the priests leads to this excursus on the holy garments of Aaron. These holy garments should be passed on to his sons after him who serve as high priest so that they can be anointed and ordained in them and serve in the Holy Place. 

The LORD gives Moses instructions for preparing and consuming the breast of the ram in verses 31-34. The LORD instructs Moses to boil the flesh and have Aaron and his sons eat it with bread verses 31-32, "31You must take the ram of ordination and you will boil its flesh in a holy place. 32Aaron and his sons will eat the flesh of the ram and the bread which is in the basket at the entrance of the Tent of meeting." An absolute command is used to emphasize that the ram of ordination "must" be taken and boiled in a holy place. The ram of ordination must be prepared in a holy place to ensure that it is holy. What was implicit earlier is made explicit here. This meal is a fellowship offering and vividly portrays a meal that the LORD graciously shares with Aaron and his sons. Meals were regarded in Hebrew culture as a time of intimate fellowship. The LORD has graciously agreed to accept their invitation and join them in the intimate fellowship of a meal. Honeycutt concludes, "the total effect of the ram of ordination was to underscore the communion which existed between the priestly ministrants and the Lord, a quality of communion which ideally ought to characterize all who minister 'before the Lord'" (Honeycutt, 429). 

The LORD explains the significance of this meal in the first part of verse 33, "33They will eat those things for which atonement was made for their ordination and for their consecration." The word "ordination" literally means "fill the hands" and vividly portrays the LORD handing authority to the priests. The phrase "atonement was made" literally "covered over" and vividly portrays the LORD covering over their sins so they can have a relationship with him. The noun "consecration" means to be set apart as holy or to sanctify. The LORD instructs Moses to guard the sanctity of the flesh and bread of the flesh and bread in the second part of verse 33 and verse 34, "but a stranger must not eat because they are holy. 34If [anything] remains until the morning from the flesh of the ordination or from the bread, you will burn the remnants with fire. It must not be eaten because it is holy." An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that a stranger "must not" eat these things because they are holy. 

The LORD gives Moses instructions for ordination and the altar in verses 35-37. The LORD instructs Moses to ordain Aaron and his sons for seven days in verse 35 and the first part of verse 36, "35Thus you will do to Aaron and to his sons according to all that I have commanded you. Through seven days you will ordain them, 36and every day you will offer a bull as a sin offering for atonement." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that Moses must do to Aaron "all" that he has commanded. Moses must offer the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the ordination offering on behalf of Aaron and his sons. The number seven implies fulness or completeness in Hebrew numerology. Ordaining the priests for seven days implies that at the end they will be fully or completely ordained. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that Moses must offer a bull "every" day as a sin offering for atonement. Offering a sin offering every day implies that their sin will be fully or completely covered or atoned for. The LORD instructs Moses to purify and consecrate the altar in the second part of verse 36 and verse 37, "You will purify the altar, when you make atonement on it, and you will anoint it to consecrate it. 37Seven days you will make atonement on the altar and you will consecrate it, and the altar will be exceedingly holy. Whatever touches the altar will be made holy." Making atonement and consecrating the altar for seven days ensures that it is free from the taint of sin and set apart as holy, A Hebrew idiom is used to emphasize that the altar will be "exceedingly holy" (Literally "holy of holies'). Indeed, it will be so holy that anything that touches it will be made holy. As Carpenter says, "Just like persons and other items, it possessed no inherent holiness, but only what Yahweh bestowed on it" (Carpenter, Vol. 2, 248). There was nothing special about Aaron and his sons to quality them to be priests. The ordination offering was a gift of God's grace that vividly portray that he has chosen and empowered them to serve. Priests should faithfully serve the LORD because he has graciously chosen and empowered them through the ordination offering to listen to what he says, do what he tells them to do, go where he tells them to go, and enter into intimate fellowship with him so they can serve him as priests.
The Regular Offerings

The LORD gives instructions to Moses for the regular offerings in 29:38-46. The LORD instructs Moses to offer two lambs a day regularly in verses 38-41, "38This is what you will offer on the altar: two one-year-old rams a day regularly. 39One ram you will offer in the morning, and the second ram you will offer at twilight. 40[You will offer] a tenth measure of fine flour mixed with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering for the first ram. 41For the second ram you will offer at twilight, you will offer it a tribute offering and its drink offering, [like the one] in the morning for a pleasing aroma, which is to the LORD." An intensifying adverb is used to emphasize that they will offer the two lambs "regularly." Beaten oil is a high quality of oil made by beating. The noun translated "tribute offering" is usually translated "grain offering." However, this noun is predominantly used for a gift that is given to please or placate someone. 

The LORD assures Moses of the results of the regular offerings in verses 42-46. The LORD assures Moses that he will meet with him and speak to him in verse 42, "42[This is] a regular burnt offering for your generations at the entrance of the Tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet with you, to speak to you there." An intensifying adverb is used again to emphasize that they must offer these rams "regularly." The phrase "for your generations" is a Hebrew idiom that emphasizes that they will offer these rams perpetually. The result will be that the LORD will meet with Moses and speak to him at the altar before the Tent of meeting. The LORD assures Moses that he will meet with the people of Israel and the place where they meet will be consecrated in verse 43, "43There I will meet with the sons of Israel, and it will be consecrated by my glory." The place where the LORD meets with the people of Israel is the altar before the Tent of meeting. This is only possible because the altar and the Tent of meeting will be consecrated by the glory of the LORD. The LORD's glorious presence will make the altar and the Tent of meeting holy so that he can meet with the people of Israel there. The LORD assures Moses that he will consecrate the Tent of meeting, the altar, and Aaron and his sons in verse 44, "44I will consecrate the Tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron and his sons I will consecrate to serve me as priests." The LORD emphasize that he will not only consecrate the altar and the Tent of meeting, but Aaron and his sons so that they can serve him as priests. Carpenter says, "God's glory, like his holiness, was not an inert presence; it was a presence that changed everything it touched, and it touched his people" (Carpenter, Vol. 2, 252). The perfect state is used to emphasize that the LORD "will" consecrate the Tent of meeting, the altar, and the priests. The LORD assures Moses that he will dwell with the people of Israel and be their God in verse 45, "45I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God." The LORD emphasizes that he will not only meet with Moses and Aaron and his sons, but he will also dwell among the people of Israel. The perfect state is used to emphasize that the LORD "will" dwell among the sons of Israel and be their God. The Tabernacle was the vivid portrayal of the residence of the LORD among his people. This tent was in the midst of the people of Israel when they traveled and when they made camp. The LORD assures Moses that they will know that he is the LORD their God in verse 46, "46They will know that I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt to dwell among them. I am the LORD their God!" They will know that he is the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt because he will continue to work with power on their behalf. The final line is an exclamation that emphasizes that he is the LORD their God. There was nothing special about the priests and the people of Israel. Yet the LORD graciously chose to meet them and dwell among them. Therefore, priest should faithfully serve the LORD by offering regular sacrifices because he will meet them and speak with them, he will consecrate them to serve him, he will dwell among them and be their God, and they will know that he is the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt.

Application of the Message

Christians today have been saved by God's grace and are faced with the challenges of living in a covenant relationship with the LORD like the Israelites at the mountain.  This similarity between the original and modern situation provides a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation. I could have applied the message of this passage to Christian ministers. However, I have chosen to apply the message more generally to Christians based on 1 Peter 2:9, "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (HCSB). There remain some contextual issues to address. There is no need for Christians to sacrifice the sin offering, the burnt offering, the ordination offering, or the regular offerings. What is revealed through these offering has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  I have related what is revealed through the regular offering to a contextual equivalent. Therefore, Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because he has cleansed, anointed, and ordained them through Jesus Christ. Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because he has forgiven their sins through Jesus Christ. Christians should faithful serve the LORD because he has consecrated them through Jesus Christ. Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because he has chosen and set them apart through Jesus Christ to listen to what he says, do what he tells them to do, and go where he tells them to go. Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because they enjoy intimate fellowship with him through Jesus Christ. Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because he will meet them and speak with them, he will consecrate them to serve him, he will dwell among them and be their God, and they will know that he is the LORD their God.

Proclamation of the Message

Title: Consecrate Them to Serve

Objective: The objective of this message is to encourage Christians to faithfully serve the LORD.

Proposition: Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because he has forgiven their sins, consecrated them, he chosen and empowered them, and they enjoy intimate fellowship with him through Jesus Christ.

Introduction

In Exodus 29 the LORD gives Moses instructions for ordaining the priests. First Peter 2:9 says, "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (HCSB). There is no need for us to sacrifice the sin offering, the burnt offering, the ordination offering, or the regular offerings that are prescribed in Exodus 29. What is revealed through these offerings has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ and remains valid for us. Read Exodus 29:10-37.
I.
Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because he has forgiven their sins through Jesus Christ. 

A.
The LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron and his sons lay hands on the bull in verse 10. By laying hands on the head of the bull, Aaron and his sons identify with the bull and the bull stands in their place for the sin offering. 

B.
The LORD instructs Moses to slaughter the bull and put some of the blood on the horns of the altar and pour the rest at the base of the altar in verses 11-12. Putting the blood on the horns and pouring out the blood at the base of the altar vividly depict their prayers for the grace of the LORD based on what is portrayed in the sin offering.  

C.
The LORD instructs Moses to burn the fatty parts on the altar and the flesh, skin, and offal outside the camp in verses 13-14. Burning the fatty parts vividly depicts their prayers for God to forgive their sins. The burning of skin, flesh, and offal of the bull vividly depicts the God's complete obliteration of their sins by fire. 

D.
The sin offering has been fulfilled through Jesus Christ. As Hebrews 13:11-12 says,"11For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the most holy place by the high priest as a sin offering are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also suffered outside the gate, so that He might sanctify the people by His own blood" (HCSB). 
E.
Application—Therefore, we should faithfully serve the LORD because he has forgiven our sins through Jesus Christ.

II.
Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because he has consecrated them through Jesus Christ. 

A.
The LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron and his sons lay their hand on the first ram in verse 15. By laying their hand on the head of the ram, Aaron and his sons identified with the ram and it stood in their place for the burnt offering. 

B.
The LORD instructs Moses to slaughter the ram and scatter its blood around the altar in verse 16. Scattering blood around the altar vividly depicts their appeal for the grace of the LORD based on what is represented in the burnt offering.  

C.
The LORD instructs Moses to prepare and burn the whole ram on the altar in verse 17 and the first part of verse 18. The burning of the entire ram on the altar vividly depicts their complete devotion to the LORD. 

D.
The LORD explains to Moses that the burnt offering is a pleasing aroma to him in the second part of verse 18, "It is a burnt offering to the LORD; it is a pleasing aroma to the LORD." The burnt offering is a pleasing aroma to the LORD because it vividly depicts the compete devotion of the priests to him. 

E.
The burnt offering has been fulfilled through Jesus Christ. As Hebrews 10:8-10 says, "8After He says above, You did not want or delight in sacrifices and offerings, whole burnt offerings and sin offerings (which are offered according to the law), 9He then says, See, I have come to do Your will.  He takes away the first to establish the second. 10By this will of God, we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all" (HCSB). 

F.
Application--Therefore, we should faithfully serve the LORD because he has consecrated us through Jesus Christ.

III.
Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because he has chosen and empowered them through Jesus Christ. 

A.
The LORD instructs Moses to have Aaron and his sons lay hands on the second ram in verse 19. By laying hands on the head of the ram, Aaron and his sons identify with the bull, and it is standing in their place for the ordination offering. 

B.
The LORD instructs Moses to slaughter the ram and put some of the blood on the outside of the right ear, the thumb of the right hand, and the big toe of the right foot in verse 20. Anointing was used to symbolize that someone was chosen and empowered for a specific task. Anointing the outside of the right ear, the thumb of the right hand, and the big toe of the right foot vividly depicts Aaron and his sons being chosen and empowered to hear what they LORD says, do what the LORD tells them to do, and go where the LORD tells them to go. 

C.
The LORD instructs Moses scatter some of the blood and anointing oil on Aaron and his sons and their garments in verse 21. Again, anointing was used to symbolize that someone was chosen and empowered for a specific task. Anointing Aaron and his sons and their garments vividly depicts that Aaron and his sons have been chosen and empowered to serve the LORD as priests. 

D.
The ordination offering was fulfilled through Jesus Christ.

E.
Application—Therefore, we should faithfully serve the LORD because he has chosen and empowered us through Jesus Christ to listen to what he says, do what he tells us to do, and go where he tells us to go.

IV.
Christians should faithfully serve the LORD because they enjoy intimate fellowship with him through Jesus Christ. 

A.
The LORD instructs Moses to take the fatty portions and the right thigh, add some bread, have Aaron and his sons wave them, and burn them as a fire offering in verses 22-25. Waving the fatty portions and thigh of the ram along with the bread is a vivid way of presenting these to the LORD. Burning the fatty portions and thigh of the ram and the bread vividly depict the LORD consuming these as a meal. 

B.
The LORD instructs Moses to take the breast of the ram and wave it as their portion and consecrate it in verses 26-28. Waving the breast of the ram vividly portrays their joining the LORD in this fellowship meal. 

C.
The LORD instructs Moses to boil the flesh of the ram and have Aaron and his sons eat it along with bread in a Holy Place in verses 31-32. What was implicit earlier is made explicit here. This meal is a fellowship offering and vividly portrays a meal that the LORD graciously shares with Aaron and his sons. Meals were regarded in Hebrew culture as a time of intimate fellowship. The LORD has graciously agreed to accept their invitation and join them in the intimate fellowship of a meal. 

E.
The ordination offering was fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

F.
Application—We should faithfully serve the LORD because we enjoy intimate fellowship with him through Jesus Christ.

Conclusion

First Peter 2:9 says, "But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession so that you may proclaim the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" (HCSB). The sin offering, the burnt offering, the ordination offering, and regular offerings have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ and remain valid for us. We should faithfully serve the LORD because he has forgiven our sins through Jesus Christ. We should faithfully serve the LORD because he has consecrated us through Jesus Christ. We should faithfully serve the LORD because he has chosen and empowered us through Jesus Christ. We should faithfully serve the LORD because we enjoy intimate fellowship him through Jesus Christ. 
CHAPTER SIX
A PLEASING AROMA TO THE LORD
Leviticus 1:1-17

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation

1:1The LORD called to Moses and said to him from the tent of meeting, saying: 2"Speak to the Israelites and say to them: Any of you brings an offering to the LORD from the livestock, you must offer your offering from the herd or the flock. 

3If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he must offer an unblemished male.  He must offer it at the entrance to the tent of meeting for him to be pleasing in the presence of the LORD. 4He will lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering for it to be pleasing on his behalf to make atonement for him. 5He will slaughter the bull before the LORD and the sons of Aaron the priests will offer the blood and scatter it upon around about the altar which is at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 6He will skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces 7and the sons of Aaron the priests will prepare a fire on the altar and arrange wood on the fire. 8The sons of Aaron the priests will arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat upon the fire which is on the altar. 9He must wash its innards and legs with water and the priest will send up smoke from the whole [animal] on the altar as a burnt offering, a fire offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 
10If his offering is a burnt offering from the flock, from sheep or goats, he must offer an unblemished male. 11He will slaughter it on the north side of the altar before the LORD and Aaron and his sons the priests will scatter its blood upon the altar roundabout.12He will cut it into pieces with its head and its fat, and the priest will arrange them upon the wood and fire upon the altar.13The innards and legs he must wash with water and the priest will present the whole [animal] and send up its smoke on the altar; it is a burnt offering, a fire offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 

14If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, he will present his offering from the turtledoves or young pigeons. 15Then the priest will bring it near to the altar, twist off its head, send up smoke on the altar, and drain its blood at the side of the altar. 16He will remove its digestive tract with its plumage and throw it on the east side of the altar at the place for ashes.  17He will tear it open by its wings, he must not sever it.  Then the priest will send up its smoke upon the altar, on top of the burning wood; it is a burnt offering, a fire offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 

Background and Purpose

The passage describes a general setting in which the LORD is challenging the people of Israel to live in covenant relation with him. More specifically the passage describes a setting in which the LORD is giving Moses instructions for burnt offerings. Burnt offerings were a vivid expression of the complete devotion of the worshipper to the LORD with the desire that it would be pleasing to the LORD and he would accept him. The purpose of this passage was to give instructions for burnt offerings but also to lead God's people to devote themselves completely to the LORD.

Literary Context and Role

Leviticus moves generally from instructions for various sacrifices (1-7), to instructions for the consecration of priests (8-10) to instructions for ritual purity and the Day of Atonement (11-16), to instructions for living a holy life (17-27). This passage is in the section that contains instructions for the various sacrifices. This passage is the first in this section, which probably reflects its importance. More instruction for burnt offerings can be found in Leviticus 6:8-13, 8:18-21, and 9:1-7 12-17. The role of the passage within this strategy and structure of Leviticus is to emphasize the importance of burnt offerings and lead God's people to express their complete devotion to the LORD by sacrificing burnt offerings. 
Form and Function

This passage can be classified as exhortation. Simply put, exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions along with reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibitions indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide the rationale for obedience. This passage contains commands that provide instructions for sacrificing burnt offerings. This passage also contains reasoned arguments that provide the rationale for obedience. Specifically, sacrificing a burnt offering is encouraged because it makes atonement for sin and is a pleasing aroma to the LORD. However, there is a limit to what can be understood about this passage by interpreting it as an exhortation. This passage is a unique form of exhortation that contains ritual laws regarding the burnt offering. As Milgrom says, the system of sacrifice provided a metaphor, a method, for the Israelites to reach God, responding to the deep psychological, emotional, and religious needs of the people" (Milgrom, 17). These religious rituals have an underlying meaning that is sometimes difficult to discern.  The underlying meaning of these ritual laws can be understood by considering what is implicit in the ritual and what is explained about the ritual in the passage and in the rest of the Old Testament. This requires some imagination; however, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. 

Strategy and Structure

After the introduction to offerings of livestock in verses 1-2, the passage contains instructions for sacrificing burnt offerings from the herd, from the flock, and from birds. These sacrifices are in the order of the value of the animals that are offered and the affluency of those who are offering the animals. This implies that those who are affluent should sacrifice burnt offerings of animals with greater value since they can afford to do so while those who are poor are not excluded from the ability to sacrifice burnt offerings. The instructions for sacrificing a bull from the herd in 3-9 and a sheep or goat from the flock in 10-13 are arranged in order according to the steps followed in sacrificing the burnt offering. However, the instructions for offering a bird are not arranged in the order of the steps. Most of the steps in sacrificing a burnt offering are given in the instructions for the burnt offering from the herd. The instructions for sacrificing a burnt offering from the flock do not contain all the steps and these must be implied. 
I.
Burnt Offerings of Livestock (1:1-2)
II.
Burnt Offerings from the Herd (1:3-9)

A.
Command for the One Offering the Burnt Offering to Offer an Unblemished Male (3)
B.
Command for Him to Lay His Hand on the Head of the Bull (4)

C.
Commands for Him to Slaughter the Bull and the Priests to Scatter the Blood around the Altar (5)

D.
Command for Him Skin the Bull and Cut It into Pieces and the Priest to Arrange the Pieces on the Altar (6-8)
E.
Command for the One Sacrificing the Burnt Offering to Wash the Bull's Innards and Legs and the Priest to Send up Smoke from the Whole Animal (9)

III. 
Burnt Offerings from the Flock (1:10-13)

A.
Command for the One Offering the Burnt Offering to Offer an Unblemished Male (10)
B.
Command for Him to Slaughter the Animal and for Aaron and His Sons to Sprinkle the Blood around the Altar (11)

D.
Command for Him to Cut It into Pieces and the Priest to Arrange It on the Altar (12)

D.
Command for Him to Wash Its Innards and Legs and the Priest to Send up Smoke (13)

IV.
Burnt Offerings of Birds (1:14-17)

A. Command for the One Sacrificing the Burnt Offering of Birds to Offer a Turtledove or Young Pigeon (14)

B.
Command for the Priest to Bring the Bird to the Altar, Twist Off Its Head, Send Up Smoke, and Drain Its Blood (15)

C.
Command for the Priest to Remove the Birds Digestive Tract and Plumage and Throw Them in the Place for Ashes (16)

D.
Commands for the Priest to Tear the Bird Open by Its Wings and Send Up Smoke (17)

Message 

God's people must bring an offering from the herd or flock as an expression of their commitment to devote the very best they have to the LORD. God's people who can afford an animal from the herd should sacrifice an unblemished bull as a whole burnt offering to express their complete devotion to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed. God's people who can afford an animal from the flock must sacrifice an unblemished sheep or goat as a whole burnt offering to express their complete devotion to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed. God's people who cannot afford a bull or a sheep or goat can sacrifice a turtledove or young pigeon as a whole burnt offering to express their complete devotion to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed.
Analysis of the Details

Offerings from the

Livestock
The LORD instructs Moses to command anyone who brings an offering from livestock to bring it from the herd or the flock in verses 1-2 , "1The LORD called to Moses and said to him from the tent of meeting, saying: 2'Speak to the Israelites and say to them: If anyone of you brings an offering to the LORD from the livestock, you must offer your offering from the herd or the flock.'" The absolute use of the noun meaning "man" emphasizes that "anyone" who brings an offering must bring the offering from the herd or flock. An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" offer their offering from the herd or flock. The herd included donkeys and camels as well as cattle and the flock included sheep and goats. Donkeys and camels were considered unclean animals and could not be eaten and would be inappropriate and deplorable sacrifices. Cattle from the herd and sheep and goats from the flock were clean and also considered more valuable. They must offer their very best! As Wenham says, "In bringing a sacrifice a man acknowledged his sinfulness and guilt. He also publicly confessed his faith in the Lord, his thankfulness for past blessing, and his resolve to live according to God's holy will all the days of his life" (Wenham, 63). As the readers observe the LORD giving instructions for bringing an offering, they would be encouraged to bring an offering from the herd or flock. Therefore, God's people should bring an offering from the herd or flock as an expression of their commitment to give the very best they have to the LORD.
Burnt Offerings from

The Herd

The LORD instructs Moses regarding burnt offerings from the herd in 1:3-9. The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing a burnt offering from the herd to offer an unblemished male in verse 3, "3If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he must offer an unblemished male. He must offer it at the entrance to the tent of meeting for him to be pleasing in the presence of the LORD." Absolute commands are used to emphasize that the one offering an animal from the herd "must" offer an unblemished male and "must" offer it at the entrance to the tent of meeting. A bull was the most valuable of the livestock and it would be expected that affluent members of the community sacrifice a bull as a burnt offering. The word translated "unblemished" more literally means "perfect" and emphasizes that he must offer his very best bull. The LORD deserves their very best! The entrance to the tent of meeting was the gateway to God's presence. The burnt offering was an appeal for God's grace so that he can approach the LORD.  Indeed, the purpose of his burnt offering was so that he will be "pleasing in the presence of the LORD." The infinitive translated literally "to be pleasing" is often translated "to be acceptable." The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to lay his hand on the bull's head in verse 4, "4He will lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering for it to be pleasing on his behalf to make atonement for him." By laying his hand on the head of the bull he is identifying with it so that it stood in his place. Indeed, he was offering it "to be pleasing on his behalf." The verb translated "to make atonement" literally means "to cover over" and vividly describes the burnt offering covering over his sins so that he is pleasing or acceptable before the LORD. This word is characteristically used for reconciling people who are estranged. The burnt offering made atonement so that the relationship between the one offering the burnt offering and the LORD is renewed.
The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to slaughter it and the sons of Aaron to sprinkle the blood all around the altar in verse 5, "5He will slaughter the bull before the LORD and the sons of Aaron the priests will offer the blood and scatter it upon around about the altar which is at the entrance to the tent of meeting." By slaughtering the bull, he was vividly expressing his commitment to die to his personal will. The blood represented life to the Hebrews. By scattering the blood around about the altar, the priests were vividly offering the blood or life of the one sacrificing the burnt offering to the LORD. The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to skin the bull and cut it into pieces and the priests to prepare a fire and arrange the pieces on the altar in verses 6-8 and the first half of verse 7,"6He will skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces 7and the sons of Aaron the priest will prepare a fire on the altar and wood on the fire. 8The sons of Aaron the priest will arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat upon the fire which is on the altar." " Skinning the bull and cutting it into pieces as well as preparing a fire and arranging the pieces on the altar were necessary steps for burning the entire bull in the fire on the altar. The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing a burnt offering to wash the innards and legs and for the priest to send up smoke from the whole bull in verse 9, "9He must wash its innards and legs with water and the priest will send up smoke from the whole [bull] on the altar as a burnt offering, a fire with a pleasing aroma to the LORD." By washing the innards and legs with water he was vividly expressing his commitment to live a holy life. The account has related the stages of the sacrifice in detail with all the stages anticipating the climax, the actual burning of the bull on the altar. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that the priest will offer the "whole" bull on the altar. The consumption of the whole bull in the fire on the altar vividly depicted the complete devotion of the one sacrificing the burnt offering. The verb I have translated "send up smoke" is often translated "burn" but "send up smoke" matches the imagery of the remainder of the verse. This smoke that the priest sends up is "a pleasing aroma to the LORD" because it depicts the complete devotion of the one sacrificing the burnt offering. As the readers observe the LORD giving instructions for the burnt offering they would be encouraged to sacrifice burnt offerings to the LORD. Therefore, God's people who can afford an animal from the herd must sacrifice an unblemished bull as a whole burnt offering to express their complete devotion to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed. 
Burnt Offerings from
The Flock 

The LORD instructs Moses regarding burnt offerings from the flock in 1:10-13. The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing a burnt offering from the flock to offer an unblemished male in verse 10, "10If his offering is a burnt offering from the flock, from sheep or goats, he must offer an unblemished male." An absolute command is used to emphasize that the one sacrificing the burnt offering "must" offer an unblemished male sheep or goat. That he must offer an "unblemished" or "perfect" male emphasizes that he must give his very best. Sheep and goats were valuable, but not as valuable as cattle. Offering a sheep or a goat would be unworthy of someone who was affluent and capable of offering a bull. However, sacrificing a sheep or a goat would be worthy of someone who was not affluent enough to offer a bull. The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing a burnt offering to slaughter the sheep or goat and Aaron and his sons to sprinkle the blood around the altar in verse 11, "11He will slaughter it on the north side of the altar before the LORD and Aaron and his sons the priests will scatter its blood upon the altar round about." Though the LORD does not instruct Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offer of a sheep or a goat to lay his hand on the animal before slaughtering it, the animal should still be regarded as being offered in his place. By slaughtering the sheep or goat, he was vividly expressing his commitment to die to his personal will. The blood represented life to the Hebrews. By scattering the blood, the priests were vividly offering the blood or life of the one sacrificing the burnt offering to the LORD. The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to cut it into piece and the priest to arrange it on the altar in verse 12, "12He will cut it into pieces with its head and its fat, and the priest will arrange them upon the wood and fire upon the altar." Cutting the animal into pieces and arranging them on the altar were necessary steps anticipating the burning the entire animal on the altar. The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to wash the innards and legs and for the priest to send up smoke from the whole animal in verse 13, "13The innards and legs he will wash with water and the priest will present the whole [animal] and send up its smoke on the altar; it is a burnt offering, a fire offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD." The sacrifice would not be complete without the innards and legs of the animal. By washing the innards and legs the one sacrificing the burnt offering was vividly expressing his commitment to live a holy life for the LORD. The account has related the stages of the ritual anticipating the climax, the actual burning of the sheep or goat on the altar. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that the priest will offer the "whole" animal on the altar. The complete consumption of the sheep or goat in the fire on the altar vividly expresses the commitment of the one sacrificing the burnt offer to devote himself completely to the LORD. The verb translated "send up smoke" is often translated "burn" but "send up smoke" is more literal and matches the imagery of the remainder of the verse. The smoke that the priest sends up is "a pleasing aroma to the LORD" because it depicts the complete devotion of the one sacrificing the burnt offering. Though not stated here, the implication is still that this sacrifice makes atonement so that the relationship between the one offering the burnt offering and the LORD is renewed. As the LORD gives instructions for the burnt offering of a sheep or goat, the readers would be led to offer burnt offerings to the LORD. Therefore, God's people who can afford an animal from the flock should sacrifice an unblemished sheep or goat as a whole burnt offering to express their complete devotion to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed.
Burnt Offerings of
Birds

The LORD instructs Moses regarding burnt offerings of birds in 1:14-17.  The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to offer a turtledove or young pigeon in verse 14, "14If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, he will present his offering from the turtledoves or young pigeons." Though the LORD does not instruct Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering of a bird to lay his hand on the bird before offering the bird, the bird is still an offering in his place. The role of the one sacrificing the burnt offering of birds is limited, perhaps because it was a delicate process that required practiced skill. Many birds were unclean including birds of prey, scavengers, and waterfowl. Turtledoves and young pigeons were clean and frequently used in sacrifices. The reason that turtledoves and young pigeons were used in sacrifices was because they were affordable to virtually everyone. Offering a turtledove or young pigeon would be unworthy of one who was affluent and capable of offering a bull or a sheep or goat. However, sacrificing a turtledove or young pigeon would be worthy of someone who was poor and could not afford a bull or a sheep or goat. The instructions are complicated because they do not follow a chronological order. The LORD instructs Moses to command the priest to bring the bird to the altar, twist off its head, send up smoke, and drain its blood in verse 15, "15Then the priest will bring it near to the altar, twist off its head, send up smoke on the altar, and drain its blood at the side of the altar." More will be said about sending up the smoke of the bird in the comments on verse 17. The priest is instructed to drain the bird's body of blood. Though not specifically stated, it is implied that the priest would scatter the blood around the altar as in the cases of the sacrifice of the bull and the sheep or goat. By scattering the blood, the priests were vividly offering the blood or life of the one sacrificing the burnt offering to the LORD. The LORD instructs Moses to command the priest to remove the bird's digestive tract and plumage and throw them into the place for ashes in verse 16, "16He will remove its digestive tract with its plumage and throw it on the east side of the altar at the place for ashes." Unlike the burnt offerings of bulls or of sheep and goats, the priest does not send up smoke or burn the entire bird. Instead, the priest throws the digestive tract and plumage in the place of the ashes. This ritual is more like the ritual on the Day of Atonement when the blood of the bull and goat for the sin offerings that was brought into the most holy place to make atonement was taken outside the camp along with their hide, flesh, and innards, where they were burned. The casting of the digestive tract and comb in the place of the ashes probably served the same function as washing the innards and legs of the bull and sheep or goat. By casting the digestive tract and comb into the place of the ashes, the priest was vividly depicting the commitment of the one offering the burnt offering to living a holy life for the LORD. The LORD instructs Moses to command the priest to tear the bird open by its wings and send up smoke on the altar in verse 17, "17He will tear it open by its wings, he must not sever it.  Then the priest will send up its smoke upon the altar, on top of the burning wood; it is a burnt offering, a fire offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD." An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that the priest "must not sever it." The reason that he must not sever the bird is probably to preserve the imagery of the entire bird being sacrificed. The complete consumption of the bird in the fire on the altar vividly depicted the total devotion of the one offering the burnt offering. The smoke arising from the burnt offering is "a pleasing aroma to the LORD" because it expresses the complete devotion of the one sacrificing the burnt offering. Though not stated here, the implication is still that this sacrifice makes atonement so that the relationship between the one offering the burnt offering and the LORD is renewed. As the readers observe the LORD giving instructions for a burnt offering of birds, they would be encouraged to offer burnt offerings Therefore, God's people who cannot afford a bull or a sheep or goat can sacrifice a turtledove or young pigeon as a whole burnt offering to express their complete devotion to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed.

Application of the Message

Christians today are still challenged with living in a covenant relationship with God like the Israelites whom Moses taught in the wilderness.  More specifically, Christians are challenged to be completely devoted to the LORD. These similarities between the original and modern situation provide a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation. Christians are no longer required to sacrifice burnt offerings of bulls, sheep or goats, and turtledoves or young pigeons. However, they are still challenged to offer their best and even themselves to the LORD. As Paul says in Romans 12:1, "Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you  to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship" (See also Philippians 2:17 18, 4:15-18; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 1 John 3:16-20). Therefore, I have adapted the statements of the message in the original situation so that they reflect the new reality brought about by the coming of Jesus Christ. There is considerable repetition in the statements of the message in the original situation so I have consolidated these into two statements of the message for the modern situation. Christians must devote the very best they have to the LORD. Christians must devote themselves completely to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed. 

Communication of the Message

Title: A Pleasing Aroma to the LORD
Objective: The objective of this sermon is to exhort Christians to give their best and devote their whole lives to the LORD.
Proposition: Christians should offer their best and devote themselves completely to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed.
Introduction

Christians are often divided in their loyalties and seem at times to be people of the world rather than people of the LORD. God challenged the people of Israel in the wilderness to be completely devoted to the LORD. God is still challenging his people to be completely devoted to the LORD. This morning we are going to be looking at Leviticus 1:1-17 where the LORD gives instructions for sacrificing burnt offerings. You may be wondering what burnt offerings have to do with you. However, even though we are no longer required to sacrifice burnt offerings of bulls, sheep or goats, and turtledoves or young pigeons, we are still challenged to offer our best to the LORD and be completely devoted to him. Read Leviticus 1:1-17.

I.
Christians must devote the very best they have to the LORD.
A.
The LORD instructs anyone who brings an offering from livestock to bring it from the herd or the flock in verses 1-2. The herd included donkeys and camels as well as cattle and the flock included sheep and goats. Donkeys and camels were considered unclean animals and could not be eaten and would be inappropriate and deplorable sacrifices. Cattle from the herd and sheep and goats from the flock were clean and were also considered more valuable. 

B.
The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing a burnt offering from the herd to offer an unblemished male in verse 3. The word translated "unblemished" literally means "perfect" and emphasizes that he must offer his very best bull. A bull was the most valuable of the livestock and it would be expected that affluent members of the community sacrifice a bull as a burnt offering. 
C.
The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing a burnt offering from the flock to offer an unblemished male sheep or goat in verse 10. That he must offer "an unblemished" or "perfect" male emphasizes that he must give his very best. Sheep and goats were valuable, but not as valuable as cattle. Offering a sheep or a goat would be unworthy of one who was affluent enough to offer a bull. However, for some offering a sheep or a goat would be the best they could do.

D.
The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to offer a turtledove or young pigeon in verse 14. Many birds were unclean and inappropriate to offer as burnt offerings, but turtledoves and young pigeons were clean and frequently used in sacrifices. The reason that turtledoves and young pigeons were used in sacrifices was because they were affordable to virtually everyone. Offering a turtledove or young pigeon would be unworthy of one who was affluent enough to offer a bull or a sheep or goat. However, for the poor, offering a turtledove or young pigeon was the best they could do.

E.
When Jesus observed many rich people giving large amounts and a poor widow giving two tiny coins worth very little, he summoned his disciples and said, "43I assure you: This poor widow has put in more than all those giving to the temple treasury. 44For they all gave out of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she possessed--all she had to live on" (Mark 12:43-44 HCSB; See also Luke 21:1-4).
F.
Application--Therefore, we must devote the best we have to the LORD.

II.
Christians must devote themselves completely to the LORD.

A.
The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to lay his hands on the bull's head in verse 4. By laying his hands on the head of the bull he was identifying with it so that it stood in his place. 

B.
The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing the burnt offering to slaughter it and the sons of Aaron to sprinkle the blood all around the altar in verse 5. By slaughtering the bull, he was vividly expressing his commitment to die to his personal will. The blood represented life to the Hebrews. By scattering the blood, the priests were vividly offering the blood or life of the one sacrificing the burnt offering to the LORD. 
C.
The LORD instructs Moses to command the one sacrificing a burnt offering to wash the innards and legs and for the priest to send up smoke from the whole bull in verse 9, "9He must wash its innards and legs with water and the priest will send up smoke from the whole [bull] on the altar as a burnt offering, a fire with a pleasing aroma to the LORD." By washing the innards and legs with water he was vividly expressing his commitment to live a holy life. By burning the "whole" bull on the altar the priests were vividly depicting his complete devotion to the LORD.

D.
As Paul says in Romans 12:1, "1Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you  to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your spiritual worship" (Romans 12:1 HCSB; See also Philippians 2:17 18, 4:15-18; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 1 John 3:16-20). 
E.
Application--Therefore, we must devote ourselves completely to the LORD.

III.
Christians must offer their best and devote themselves completely to the LORD because he will be pleased and their relationship with him will be renewed.
A.
The LORD instructs the one bringing a burnt offering to offer it at the entrance to the tent of meeting "for him to be pleasing in the presence of the LORD" (3).
B.
The LORD instructs the one bringing a burnt offering to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering "for it to be pleasing on his behalf to make atonement for him" (4). Douglas Stuart says the "to make atonement" is "the process of causing people to become true friends, allies, or kin and not to be distant, hostile, and at odds" (Stuart 570). That this sacrifice makes atonement, means that it renews the relationship between the one offering the burnt offering and the LORD.
C.
The LORD instructs the priest to send up smoke from the whole bull in the second half of verse 9, "9the priest will send up smoke from the whole [bull] on the altar as a burnt offering, a fire with a pleasing aroma to the LORD." The same thing is said about the sheep or goat and the turtledove or young pigeon. This smoke that the priest sends up is "a pleasing aroma to the LORD." The LORD is pleased by those who sacrifice a whole burnt offering to express their complete devotion to him. 
D.
My great ambition is that I will hear the Lord Jesus say when he greets me in heaven, "Well done, good and faithful servant" (See Matthew 25:21, 23; Luke 19:17).
E.
Application--Therefore, we must offer our best and devote ourselves completely to the LORD because he will be pleased and our relationship with him will be renewed. 

Conclusion

We are often divided in our loyalties and seem at times to be people of the world rather than people of the LORD. God challenged the people of Israel in the wilderness to be completely devoted to the LORD and he is still challenging his people to be completely devoted to him. Even though we are no longer required to sacrifice burnt offerings, we are still challenged to offer our best to the LORD and be completely devoted to him. Therefore, we must offer the best we have to the LORD. We must devote ourselves completely to the LORD. We must offer our best and devote ourselves completely to the LORD because he will be pleased and our relationship with him will be renewed.
CHAPTER SEVEN

IF ANYONE BECOMES GUILTY
Leviticus 5:1-13

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation

5:1If a person sins and he hears a public call and he [is] a witness, or has seen or come to know, and if he does not report [it], then he will bear his guilt. 2Or if a person touches anything unclean or the carcass of a living creature, or the carcass of unclean cattle, or the carcass of an unclean swarming creature and it is hidden from him, then he is unclean and guilty. 3Or if he touches the uncleanness of a man or any uncleanness by which he can become unclean and it is hidden from him, when he realizes it, he is guilty. 4Or if a person swears rashly with [his] lips to do evil or to do good, regarding anything a man can speak rashly about in an oath, and it is hidden from him, but he realizes it, then he himself is guilty in any of these [cases]. 

5And it will be that if anyone becomes guilty regarding any of these [cases], he will confess regarding that which he has sinned. 6He will bring his guilt offering to the LORD for his sin which he sinned, a female lamb or goat from the flock as a sin offering. Thus, the priest will make atonement for him regarding his sin. 

7But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he will bring to the LORD for his guilt which he has sinned two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a sin offering and one for a burnt offering. 8He will bring them to the priest and he will first present the one which is for the sin offering. He will wring its head from the back of its neck, but he must not sever it. 9Then he will sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar and the rest of the blood must be drained at the base of the altar; it is a sin offering. 10With the second he must make a burnt offering according to the regulation. Thus, the priest will make atonement for his sin which he sinned, and he will be forgiven. 

11But if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons, then he will bring his offering for what he has sinned, a tenth of an omer of fine flour for his sin. He must not put olive oil on it and he must not place frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. 12Then he will bring it to the priest, and the priest will take a handful from it as its memorial portion and send up smoke on the altar with the fire offerings of the LORD; it is a sin offering. 13Thus, the priest will make atonement for his sin which he sinned in any of these [cases], and he will be forgiven, and it will be for the priest as tribute. 

Background and Purpose

The passage describes a setting in which Moses is revealing cases that incur guilt and how to deal with them. More specifically, Moses reveals that failure to control one's speech and being corrupted by touching something or someone unclean incur guilt and gives instructions for dealing with their guilt. This setting reflects a situation in which the readers are struggling to control their speech and are in danger of being corrupted by the world. The purpose of this passage was to encourage the readers to control their speech and avoid worldly influence, so they do not incur guilt. In addition, the purpose of the passage is to encourage the readers to deal with their guilt by confessing their sin, seeking God's forgiveness with a sin offering, and wholeheartedly devoting themselves to God with a burnt offering.
Literary Context and Role

Leviticus moves generally from instructions for various sacrifices (1-7), to instructions for the consecration and ministry of the priests (8-10) to instructions for ritual purity and the Day of Atonement (11-16), to instructions for living a holy life (17-27). This passage is the first section, which provides instructions for various sacrifices. The role of this passage within Leviticus is to identify conduct that results in guilt and the ways that this guilt can be alleviated.  The primary way to alleviate guilt that is identified in this passage is through a sin offering. However, the instructions for the sin offering in this passage are truncated and need to be supplemented by the instructions for the sin offering found in chapter 4. In addition, verse 10 alludes to the regulation for the burnt offering and instructions for the burnt offering can be found in chapter 1. What is more, verses 2-3 indicate that touching anything unclean or dead or the uncleanness of a man results in guilt. The ritual laws identifying what is clean and unclean can be supplemented from chapters 11-15. The instructions identifying appropriate speech and conduct can be supplemented from chapters 17-27.
Form and Function

This passage can be classified as exhortation. Exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions along with reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibitions indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide the rationale for obedience. However, in some cases there are no commands or prohibitions and commands and prohibitions must be implied from the reasoned arguments. One kind of exhortation that does not usually contain commands and prohibitions is case law. Case law explains the results or consequences of behavior and commands and/or prohibitions must be implied from the results or consequences. Verses 1-4 in this passage are case law and explain that failing to speak when it is appropriate, touching anything unclean or dead or the uncleanness of a man, or speaking rashly result in guilt. In this way the readers are discouraged from doing any of these things so that they avoid guilt. Another characteristic of case law is that it presents cases that are representative of broader conduct. So the cases of not speaking when it was appropriate and speaking rashly represent the broader conduct of failing to control speech and the cases of touching anything unclean represent the broader conduct of succumbing to corrupting influences. Verses 5-13 contain commands and prohibitions as well as reasoned arguments and can be interpreted using the simple definition of exhortation. However, there is a limit to what can be understood about these verses by interpreting them as exhortation. This passage is a unique form of exhortation that contains ritual laws. These religious rituals have an underlying meaning that can be discerned by considering what is implicit in the ritual and what is explained about the ritual in the passage and the rest of the Old Testament.  This requires some imagination; however, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. The ritual laws in this passage include regulations prohibiting contact with unclean things or people and the sin or guilt offering and the burnt offering.
Strategy and Structure

The basic strategy and structure of the passage is simple and deliberate. First, cases that result in guilt are enumerated in verses 1-4. Second, the means for dealing with guilt are enumerated in verses 5-13. The cases that result in guilt in verses 1-4 seem to have an underlying chiastic strategy and structure (A1B1B2A2). The first of these cases indicates that being too reticent to speak results in guilt (A1), whereas the fourth indicates that being too rash to speak results in guilt (A2). The second of these cases indicates that touching anything unclean or dead results in guilt (B1) and the third indicates that touching the uncleanness of a man results in guilt (B2). This chiastic structure emphasizes by repetition that God's people should avoid inappropriate speech (A1A2, verses 1 and 4) and corruption (B1B2, verses 2-3). The means for dealing with guilt in verses 5-13 also has an underlying strategy and structure. Instructions are given for sacrificing sin offerings are related in a descending order of value: a female lamb or goat (5-6), two young turtledoves or two young pigeons (7-10), and a tenth of an ephah of fine flour (11-13). In this way, it is emphasized that all have access to God's grace and forgiveness no matter their economic status.
I.
Cases Resulting in Guilt (5:1-4)

A.
Being too Reticent to Speak (1)
B.
Touching Anything Unclean or Dead (2)
C.
Touching the Uncleanness of a Man (3)
D.
Being too Rash to Speak (4) 
II.
Dealing with Cases of Guilt (5:5-13)
A.
Confessing Sin (5)

B.
Sacrificing a Lamb or Goat (6)

1.
The sin offering 

2.
Conclusion

C.
Sacrificing Two Turtledoves or Two Young Pigeons (7-10)
1.
Allowance for those who cannot afford a lamb (7)

2.
The sin and burnt offerings (8-10a)

3.
Conclusion (10b)
D.
Sacrificing a Tenth of an Omer of Fine Flour (11-13)
1.
Allowance for those who cannot afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons (11)

2.
The sin offering (12)

3.
Conclusion (13)
Message 

God's people should avoid corruption by contact with evil or evil people so that they do not become guilty. God's people should not speak irresponsibly so they do not become guilty. God's people should respond to guilt by confessing their sin. God's people should respond to guilt by sacrificing a female lamb or goat as a provision of God's grace to atone for their sin. God's people who cannot afford a lamb or a goat should respond to guilt by sacrificing two turtledoves or two young pigeons as a provision of God's grace and expression of their complete commitment to atone for their sin and they will be forgiven. God's people who cannot afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons should respond to guilt by offering a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a provision of God's grace to atone for sin and they will be forgiven.
Analysis of the Details

Cases Resulting in Guilt
Moses warns against cases resulting in guilt in 5:1-4. Moses warns that being too reticent to speak results in guilt in verse 1, "1If a person sins and he hears a public call and he [is] a witness, or has seen or has come to know, and if he does not report [it], then he will bear his guilt." The verse describes a situation in which someone has specific knowledge of a case in which someone has sinned. That he has specific knowledge of the case is emphasized by repetition ("he hears" and "he is a witness"). He is a witness who has seen or come to know about the case. What is more, he has heard a public call to bear witness to what he has seen or come to know. However, he has chosen not to report what he has seen or come to know even though he knows it is the right thing to do. The word translated "guilt" probably includes not only the sin that he has committed but its punishment as well. The perfect state is used to emphasize that he "will" bear his guilt. His guilt is vividly described as a burden he will have to carry. This verse is closely related to verse 4 which describes a case when rather than being too reticent to speak, the person is too rash to speak. These verses are opposite points on a spectrum that includes all the ways someone can be irresponsible with their speech.
Moses warns that touching anything unclean or dead results in guilt in verse 2, "2Or if a person touches anything unclean or the carcass of a living creature, or the carcass of unclean cattle, or the carcass of an unclean swarming creature and it is hidden from him, then he is unclean and guilty." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that touching "anything" unclean or dead results in guilt. Chapters 11-15 contain the ritual laws designating what is clean and unclean. That "it is hidden from him" means that he does not immediately recognize that he has touched something unclean or dead. Though not specifically stated here, this verse probably anticipates "when he realizes it" in the subsequent verse. Once he realizes that he has touched something unclean or dead he is unclean and guilty. Touching the uncleanness of a man is identified as a case resulting in guilt in verse 3, "3Or if he touches the uncleanness of a man or any uncleanness by which he can become unclean and it is hidden from him, when he realizes it, he is guilty." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that he can be touching "any" uncleanness by which a man can become unclean. Chapters 11-15 contain the laws identifying the ways a man can become unclean. That "it is hidden from him" means that he does not immediately recognize that he has touched the uncleanness of a man. However, once he realizes that he has touched the uncleanness of a man he is guilty. Though these laws for ritual purity seem straightforward, like other rituals they have an underlying meaning. The natural implication of these ritual laws is that contact with evil or evil people results in guilt. As the readers observe Moses warning that touching anything or anyone unclean results in guilt, they would be discouraged from being corrupted by the world. Therefore, God's people should avoid corruption by contact with evil or evil people so that they do not become guilty.
Moses warns that being too rash to speak results in guilt in verse 4, "4Or if a person swears rashly with [his] lips to do evil or to do good, regarding anything a man can speak rashly about in an oath, and it is hidden from him, but he realizes it, then he himself is guilty in any of these [cases]." This case describes a situation in which someone has been too rash to speak an oath. What he has sworn is irrelevant since it does not matter whether it is "to do evil or to do good" and could be "anything a man can speak rashly about in an oath." Indeed, the absolute noun is used to emphasize that the oath could be "anything." That "it is hidden from him" means that he does not immediately recognize that he has sinned, but once he realizes it he is guilty. An emphatic subject pronoun is used to emphasize his guilt (Literally "he, he is guilty" and translated "he himself is guilty"). This verse is closely related to verse 1 which describes a case when rather than being too rash to speak, the person is too reticent to speak. These verses are opposite points on a spectrum that includes all the ways someone can be irresponsible with their speech. The number "one" is used in an absolute sense to emphasize that this guilt applies to "any" of these cases. As the readers observe Moses warning that these cases result in guilt, they would be discouraged from speaking irresponsibly. Therefore, God's people should not speak irresponsibly so they don't become guilty.
Dealing with Cases of 
Guilt

Moses identifies the means for dealing with cases of guilt in verses 5-13. Moses identifies confession as a means for dealing with guilt in verse 5, "5And it will be that if anyone becomes guilty regarding any of these [cases], he will confess regarding that which he has sinned." The noun meaning "man" is used in an absolute sense to emphasize that "anyone" becomes guilty in these cases. The number "one" is used in an absolute sense to emphasize that anyone becomes guilty in "any" of the cases. That "anyone" becomes guilty in "any" of these cases emphasizes the urgency of confession. The verb translated "he will confess" literally means "he will throw" and vividly describes him relieving himself of his guilt by confessing his sin. Confessing sin implies that the guilty person has repented. Rooker says that confession was necessary because these sins are deliberate and notes that the rabbis declared "Great is repentance, which converts intentional sins into unintentional ones" (Rooker, 119). As Moses identifies confession as a means for dealing with guilt, the readers would be led to confess their sins. Therefore, God's people should respond to guilt by confessing their sins.
Moses identifies the sacrifice of a lamb or goat as a means for dealing with guilt in verse 6, "6He will bring his guilt offering to the LORD for his sin which he sinned, a female lamb or goat from the flock as a sin offering. Thus, the priest will make atonement for him regarding his sin." The noun translated "guilt offering" is the technical name for an offering for which instructions are given in verses 14-19. Guilt offerings were a special sin offering for cases when the sin required compensation to God or others. The use of this term here emphasizes the obligation of the sinner to make things right with God or others. The superfluous "which he sinned" added to "for his sin" emphasizes the culpability of the sinner. A female lamb or goat from the flock is the usual sin offering in these cases. However, subsequently allowances are made for those who cannot afford a lamb or goat. No specific instructions are provided here for the guilt or sin offering. However, these instructions are spelled out in detail in the preceding chapter.  First, the one making the sin offering lays his hand on the animal to identify with it. Second, the animal is slaughtered and its blood is applied to and poured out around the altar. Third, the choice portions of the animal are burned on the altar, and the head, hide, and innards are burned on the ash heap. Blood represented life and the blood or life of the animal was substituted for the blood or life of the sinner. The result is that "the priest will make atonement for him regarding his sin." The verb translated "will make atonement" literally means "will cover" and vividly describes the priest covering the man's sin with the blood of the animal so that it can no longer be seen. This verb is characteristically employed to refer to the process of reconciling parties that have become estranged. Thus, the sin offering is a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin and reconciling the sinner to God. As the readers observe Moses giving instructions for the guilt or sin offering, they would be encouraged to sacrifice a guilt or sin offering. Therefore, God's people should respond to guilt by sacrificing a female lamb or goat to atone for their sin.
Moses identifies the sacrifice of two turtledoves or two young pigeons as a means for dealing with guilt in verses 7-10. Moses provides an allowance is made for those who cannot afford a lamb or a goat in verse 7, "7But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he will bring to the LORD for his guilt which he has sinned two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a sin offering and one for a burnt offering." The condition "if he cannot afford" is literally "if his hand cannot reach high enough" and vividly describes a lamb being something that is completely beyond his grasp. Turtledoves and pigeons were much cheaper than lambs and goats and could be afforded by almost everyone. God's grace was not just for the wealthy! Moses gives instructions for sacrificing a turtledove or young pigeon as a guilt or sin offering in verses 8-9, "8He will bring them to the priest and he will first present the one which is for the sin offering. He will wring its head from the back of its neck, but he must not sever it. 9Then he will scatter some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar and the rest of the blood must be drained at the base of the altar; it is a sin offering." The instructions for the sin offering had to be modified when offering a bird. Even though the one sacrificing the bird is not instructed to lay his hands on the bird, the blood or life of the bird takes the place of his blood or life. The scattering and draining of the blood on and around the altar vividly depicts the blood or life of the bird being substituted for the blood or life of the sinner. 
Moses gives instructions for sacrificing a turtledove or young pigeon as a burnt offering in the first part of verse 10, "10With the second he must make a burnt offering according to the regulation." This is the only place in the passage that refers to a burnt offering; however, a burnt offering provides an important means for dealing with cases of guilt. No instructions are given here for the burnt offering, only that it should be made "according to the regulation." Leviticus 1:1-17 contains detailed instructions for burnt offerings and even burnt offerings of birds (14-17).  Though the burnt offering had to be modified when offering a bird, burnt offerings vividly emphasized the complete commitment of the one sacrificing the burnt offering by the complete consumption of the bird in the fire on the altar. Moses explains that this is how the priest will make atonement for his sin in the second part of verse 10, "Thus, the priest will make atonement for his sin which he sinned, and he will be forgiven." This is the second occurrence of this explanation for emphasis. The verb translated "will make atonement" literally means "will cover" and vividly describes the priest covering his sin. To make atonement is to obliterate their guilt so that their relationship with God can be restored. The perfect state verb is used to emphasize that "he will be forgiven." As the readers observe Moses prescribing a guilt or sin offering and a burnt offering in response to their guilt, they would be led to offer a guilt or sin offering and a burnt offering. Therefore, God's people who cannot afford a lamb or a goat should respond to guilt by sacrificing two turtledoves or two young pigeons as a provision of God's grace and expression of their complete commitment to atone for their sin and they will be forgiven. 
Moses identifies offering a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a means for dealing with guilt in verses 11-13. Moses makes an allowance for those who cannot even afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons in verse 11, "11But if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons, then he will bring his offering for what he has sinned, a tenth of an omer of fine flour for his sin. He must not put olive oil on it and he must not place frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. The condition "if he cannot afford" is literally "if his hand cannot reach high enough" and vividly describes that offering two turtledoves or two young pigeons is completely beyond his grasp. A tenth of an ephah of flour was around two quarts, which was cheaper than turtledoves and pigeons and could be afforded by everyone. God's grace is for everyone! Absolute prohibitions are used to emphasize that he "must not" put olive oil on it and he "must not" place frankincense on it to avoid confusion with a grain offering (Leviticus 2). Indeed, these instructions have more in common with the grain offering than a typical guilt or sin offering. However, as is made clear, "it is a sin offering! " Moses gives instructions for offering a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a sin offering in verse 12, "12Then he will bring it to the priest, and the priest will take a handful from it as its memorial portion and send up smoke on the altar with the fire offerings of the LORD; it is a sin offering." Only a handful of the fine flour is actually placed on the altar with the fire offerings. This is called a "memorial portion" because it serves as a reminder of God's gracious provision of a means for forgiving sin. Again, these instructions have more in common with a grain offering than a typical sin offering; however, it is again made clear for emphasis, "it is a sin offering!" In conclusion, Moses explains that this is the way the priest will make atonement for his sin in verse 13, "13Thus, the priest will make atonement for his sin which he sinned in any of these [cases], and he will be forgiven and it will be for the priest as tribute." This is the third occurrence of this explanation for emphasis. The absolute sense of the noun "man" is used to emphasize that this applies to "any" of the cases described in verses 1-4. The verb translated "will make atonement" literally means "will cover" and vividly describes the priest covering the man's sin so that it can no longer be seen. This verb is characteristically used for reconciling parties that have become estranged. Through this offering the sinners relationship with God is restored. A perfect state verb is used to emphasize that "he will be forgiven." Thus, the sin offering is a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin. Like the grain offering, the remainder of the fine flour is for the priest as a tribute or gift. Indeed, many versions translate "as tribute" with "like the grain offering" (HCSB, NASB, NRSV). As the readers observe Moses giving instructions for dealing with guilt, they would be led to offer a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for their guilt. Therefore, God's people who cannot afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons should respond to guilt by offering a tenth of an ephah of fine flour to atone for sin and so they will be forgiven.
Application of the Message

Christians today are still challenged to avoid sin and the guilt that results. This similarity between the original and modern situations provides a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation. However, Christians are no longer required to follow the ritual laws requiring that they avoid touching anything unclean. Nonetheless, they are required to follow what underlies these ritual laws--avoidance of corruption by an ungodly world. Moreover, the New Testament proclaims that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of what underlies the sacrificial offerings through his sacrifice on the cross (Romans 3:21-26; Ephesians 5:25-27; Hebrews 8-10; First John 1:5-10, 2:1-2, 4:7-12). The New Testament also advances the idea that Christians should sacrifice themselves as the burnt offering portrayed (Romans 12:1; See also Philippians 2:17 18, 4:15-18; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 1 John 3:16-20). Therefore, I have adapted the statements of the message in the original context so that the statements of the message in the modern situation take into consideration the impact of God's new revelation in Jesus Christ. The statements of the message in the original context overlap considerably so I have consolidated them into two sentences. God's people should avoid sinning in word or deed so that they do not become guilty. If Christians become guilty, they should confess their sin, rely on Jesus' sacrifice on the cross, and devote themselves completely to him because he will atone for their sin and they will be forgiven. 
Communication of the Message

Title: If Anyone Becomes Guilty
Objective: The objective of this message is to discourage sin and lead those who are guilty of sin to confess their sin, trust in Jesus' sacrifice, and reaffirm their commitment 
Proposition: Christians should not sin because they will become guilty; but if they do sin, they should confess their sin, rely on Jesus' sacrifice, and renew their total commitment to him.
Introduction

Paul says in Romans 7:19, "For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing" (ESV). We can certainly identify with Paul's frustration with himself. We want to live the righteous life, but we sometimes fail because of our human weakness. The people of Israel were also plagued by human weakness and often failed to obey the law. In Leviticus 5:1-13 Moses challenges them not to sin but also reveals how they can be forgiven and their relationship with God restored. We need to allow God's word to challenge us and show us how our relationship with God can be restored if we do sin. Read Leviticus 5:1-13.
I.
Christians should not sin in word or deed because they will become guilty.
A.
Moses warns the people of Israel that sinning in word results in guilt verses 1 and 4. Moses warns that failing to speak when it is the right thing to do is a sin that results in guilt in verse 1. This verse describes a situation in which someone has specific knowledge of a case in which someone has sinned. He is a witness who has seen or come to know about the case. What is more, he has heard a public call to bear witness to what he has seen or come to know. However, he has chosen not to report what he has seen or come to know even though he knows it is the right thing to do. As a result, "he will bear his guilt." Moses warns that being too rash to speak is also a sin that results in guilt in verse 4. This verse describes a case in which someone has been too rash to speak an oath. What he has sworn is irrelevant since it does not matter whether it is "to do evil or to do good" and could be "anything a man can speak rashly about in an oath." As a result, "he himself is guilty." 
B.
Moses warns the people of Israel that sinning in deed results in guilt in verses 2-3. Moses warns them against touching anything unclean or dead in verse 2. As a result, "he is unclean and guilty." Moses warns them against touching the uncleanness of man or anything that causes a man to become unclean is guilty in verse 3. As a result, "he is guilty." Leviticus 11-15 contains ritual laws forbidding God's people from eating or touching anything unclean. We are no longer required to keep these ritual laws about what can be eaten or touched. However, we do need to obey what underlies these laws. We must avoid anything that could corrupt us.
C.
Illustration of Sinning in Word and Deed
D.
As Paul says in Colossians 3:17, "whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (ESV).

E.
Application--Therefore, we should not sin in word or deed because we will become guilty.
II.
If Christians sin, they should confess their sin. 

A.
Moses instructs the people of Israel to respond to guilt by confessing their sins in verse 5, "5And it will be that if anyone becomes guilty regarding any of these [cases], he will confess regarding that which he has sinned." 
B.
Proverbs 28:13 says, "Whoever conceals his transgression will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy" (ESV).

C.
Illustration of Concealing Sin 

D.
First John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (ESV).
E.
Application--If we sin, we should confess our sin.

III.
If Christians sin, they should trust in Jesus' sacrifice.

A.
Moses instructs the people of Israel to respond to guilt by sacrificing a guilt offering in verse 6, "6He will bring his guilt offering to the LORD for his sin which he sinned, a female lamb or goat from the flock as a sin offering. Thus, the priest will make atonement for him regarding his sin." A "guilt offering" was a type of sin offering for cases when the sin required compensation to God or others. The use of this term emphasizes the obligation of the sinner to make things right with God. No specific instructions are provided here for sacrificing a sheep or goat as a guilt or sin offering. However, these instructions are spelled out in detail in Leviticus 4.  
1.
First, the one sacrificing the sin offering lay his hand on the animal to identify with it. 
2.
Second, he slaughtered the animal and the priests applied its blood to the altar and poured it out around the altar. 
3.
Finally, the priests burned the choice portions of the animal on the altar, and the head, hide, and innards were burned on the ash heap. Blood represented life and the blood or life of the animal was substituted for the blood or life of the man. Moses explains for the third time the significance of the guilt or sin offering in verse 13, "13Thus, the priest will make atonement for his sin which he sinned in any of these [cases], and he will be forgiven." 
B.
To make atonement is to cover over sin and guilt so that it can no longer be seen. This verb is used to describe the reconciliation of two parties that have been estranged. 

C.
We no longer need to sacrifice a guilt or sin offering! Jesus fulfilled the guilt offering through his death on the cross! 
D.
As Hebrews 9:13-14 says, "13For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a young cow, sprinkling those who are defiled, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of the Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit  offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse our  consciences from dead works to serve the living God?" (ESV)

E.
Application--If we sin, we should rely on Jesus' sacrifice.

IV.
If Christians sin, they should renew their total commitment to God. 

A.
Moses instructs the people of Israel to respond to guilt by sacrificing a burnt offering in verses 7-10. Moses instructs those who cannot afford a lamb to bring to the LORD two turtledoves or two young pigeons for his guilt, one for a sin offering and one for a burnt offering. 
B.
Moses instructs them to sacrifice a burnt offering in the first part of verse 10, "10With the second he must make a burnt offering according to the regulation." No instructions are given here for the burnt offering, only that it should be made "according to the regulation." Leviticus 1 contains detailed regulations for burnt offerings. 
1.
First, the one offering the burnt offering lays his hand on the burnt offering to identify with it. 
2.
Second, the one sacrificing the burnt offering slaughtered it and the priests scattered the blood all around the altar.  By slaughtering the bull, he was vividly expressing his commitment to die to his personal will. The blood represented life to the Hebrews. By scattering the blood, the priests were vividly offering the blood or life of the one sacrificing the burnt offering to the LORD. 
3.
Third, the one sacrificing the burnt offering skinned the animal and cut it into pieces and the priests to prepare a fire and arrange the pieces on the altar. These were preparations for burning the entire animal on the altar. 
4.
Finally, the one sacrificing the burnt offering washed the innards and legs and the priests burned the whole animal on the altar. By washing the innards and legs with water he was vividly expressing his commitment to live a holy life. The actual burning of the bull on the altar vividly depicted the complete devotion of the one sacrificing the burnt offering. "Thus, the priest will make atonement for his sin which he sinned, and he will be forgiven" (10b). 
C.
We no longer need to sacrifice a burnt offering. However, we still need to devote ourselves completely to God. 
D.
As Paul says in Romans 12:1, "I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship" (ESV).
E.
Application-- If we sin, we should renew our total commitment to God.
Conclusion
We sometimes become frustrated because we want to live the righteous life, but we fail due to our human weakness. The people of Israel were also plagued by human weakness and often failed to obey the law. In Leviticus 5:1-13 Moses challenges them not to sin but also reveals how they can be forgiven and their relationship with God restored. We need to allow God's word to challenge us and show us how our relationship with God can be restored if we sin. We should not sin in word or deed because we will become guilty; but if we do sin, we should confess our, rely on Jesus' sacrifice, and renew our total commitment to him because he can restore our relationship with God through his atoning sacrifice.
CHAPTER EIGHT
COME NEAR TO THE ALTAR
Leviticus 9:1-24

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation

9:1It was on the eighth day that Moses called for Aaron and for his sons and for the elders of Israel. 2He said to Aaron, "Take for yourself a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without blemish, and present them before the LORD. 3Then you must tell the sons of Israel, saying:  "Take a male goat for a sin offering; a young ram, both a year old without blemish, for a burnt offering; 4a bull and a ram for a peace offering to sacrifice before the LORD; and a grain offering mixed with oil for today the LORD will appear to you." 5So they took what Moses had commanded to the front of the tent of meeting, and the whole congregation came forward and stood before the LORD. 6Moses said, "This is the word the LORD commanded you. You must do [it] so that the glory of the LORD will appear to you."
7Then Moses said to Aaron, "Come near the altar and make your sin offering and your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people and make the offering of the people and make atonement for them as the LORD commanded." 8So Aaron came near to the altar and slaughtered the young bull as a sin offering for himself. 9The sons of Aaron brought the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and put it on the horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar. 10He sent up smoke from the fat, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver of the sin offering on the altar, according to what the LORD had commanded Moses. 11He burned the flesh and the hide outside the camp. 12Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. The sons of Aaron brought him blood, and he scattered it all around on the altar. 13They brought him the burnt offering by its pieces along with the head and he sent up smoke on the altar. 14He washed the entrails and the shanks and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar. 15Then he presented the people’s offering. He took the male goat for the sin offering which was for the people, slaughtered it, and made a sin offering like the first.16He presented the burnt offering and did it according to the regulation. 17He presented the grain offering, took a handful of it, and sent up smoke on the altar in addition to the morning burnt offering. 18Then he slaughtered the bull and the ram as peace sacrifices for the people. The sons of Aaron brought him the blood and he scattered it all around on the altar. 19The fat portions from the ox and the ram--the fat tail, the fatty covering, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver--20they placed the fat portions on the breasts and Aaron burned the fat portions on the altar. 21But Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh as a presentation offering before the LORD as Moses had commanded. 

22Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them and he came down from making the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the peace offerings. 23Moses and Aaron then entered the Tent of meeting and when they came out, they blessed the people, and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24Fire came out from the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell upon their faces. 

Background and Purpose

The passage describes a setting in which the LORD instructs Moses, Moses instructs Aaron and the whole congregation, and Aaron and his sons execute these instructions for sacrificing the sin offering, the burnt offering, the grain offering, and the peace offering for himself and the people. Underlying this setting is the question: How can an unholy people approach their holy God? These offerings were provisions of God's grace for atonement from sin so that God's people could approach him. This setting reflects a situation in which the readers are seeking to approach God but are hindered by sin. Therefore, the purpose of this passage was to lead the readers to appeal to God to forgive them and make atonement for them with sin offerings, commit themselves completely to God with burnt offerings, seek God's presence with peace offerings, and give thanks to him with grain offerings so they can approach him.

Literary Context and Role

Leviticus moves generally from instructions for various sacrifices (1-7), to instructions for the consecration and ministry of the priests (8-10) to instructions for ritual purity and the Day of Atonement (11-16), and conclude with instructions for living a holy life (17-27). This passage is the second section, which provides instructions for the consecration and ministry of priests. The role of this passage within this strategy is to instruct and illustrate how to appeal for forgiveness with sin offerings, devote themselves completely to God with burnt offerings, seek God's presence with peace offerings, and give thanks to God with grain offerings. The instructions and observance of these sacrificial rituals are abridged, and more detailed instruction are found for the sin offering in chapter 4, the burnt offering in chapter 1, the peace offering in chapter 3, and the grain offering in chapter 2.
Form and Function

This passage can be generally classified as narrative. The key elements of narrative are setting, characters, and plot. The readers are intended to identify with the main characters in their setting and learn from experience as the plot develops. In this narrative, the readers are intended to identify with Aaron and his sons and the people of Israel. The plot moves from the instructions of Moses and the obedience of the people in verses 1-6, to the instructions of Moses and the obedience of Aaron in verses 7-21, to the appearance of the glory of the LORD in verse 22-24. Thus, this narrative leads the readers to obediently present the sacrifices that God demands like the people of Israel so that the glory of the LORD will appear to them.

However, this narrative contains a considerable amount of exhortation in verses 1-4 and 6-7. Simply put, exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions along with reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibitions indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide the rationale for obedience. Verses 1-4 contain commands that provide instructions for sacrificing sin offerings, burnt offerings, peace offerings, and grain offerings. Verse 6 contains a command that emphasizes the need to obey what God has commanded so the glory of the LORD will appear to them. Verse 7 contains a command that emphasizes the need for Aaron to offer these sacrifices for himself and the people. However, there is a limit to what can be understood about these verses by interpreting them as exhortation. This passage is a unique form of exhortation that contains ritual laws. This passage contains ritual laws for the sin offering, the burnt offering, the peace offering, and the grain offering. These rituals have an underlying meaning that can be understood by considering what is implicit in the ritual and what is explained about the ritual in the passage and in the rest of the Old Testament.  This requires some imagination; however, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. 

Strategy and Structure

The strategy of the passage follows the plot of the narrative. The preparations for the sacrifices are related in verses 1-6; the offering of the sacrifices is related in related in verses 7-21; and the appearance of the LORD is related in verses 22-24. Through this strategy the readers are led to offer the required sacrifices so that they can experience the glory of the LORD.

I.
Preparing the Sacrifices (9:1-6)

A.
Moses Instructs Aaron to Offer a Sin Offering and Burnt Offering for Himself (1-2)

B.
Moses Instructs Aaron to Command the People to Prepare for a Sin Offering, a Burnt Offering, a Peace Offering, and a Grain Offering (3-4)

C.
The People Obey Moses and Come Prepared to the Tent of Meeting before the LORD (5)

D.
Moses Urges the People to Do What the LORD Commands, so His Glory Will Appear to Them (6)

II.
Offering the Sacrifices (9:7-21)
A. Moses Commands Aaron to Make Atonement for Himself and the People (7)

B.
Aaron Offers Sacrifices for Himself (8-14) 

1.
The sin offering (8-11)

2.
The burnt offering (12-14)

C.
Aaron Offers Sacrifices for the People (15-21)

1.
The sin offering and burnt offerings (15-16)

2.
The grain offering (17)

3.
The peace offering (18-21)

III.
Appearance of the LORD's Glory (9:22-24)

A.
Moses and Aaron Bless the People (22-23a)
B.
The Glory of the LORD Appears to All the People (23b-24a)

C.
The People Shout and Fall Down Prostrate before the LORD (24b)

Message 

God's priests should appeal to God for forgiveness with sin offerings and express their complete devotion to God with burnt offerings so that God will forgive their sins and restore their relationship with him and they can serve him. God's people should appeal to God for forgiveness with sin offerings, devote themselves completely to God with burnt offerings, thank God for his provision with grain offerings, and seek God's presence with peace offerings so that God will forgive their sins, restore their relationship with him, and appear to them. God's people should appeal to God for forgiveness with sin offerings, devote themselves completely to God with burnt offerings, give thanks to God for his provision with grain offerings, and seek God's presence with peace offerings because God will accept their offerings and appear to them and bless them.
Analysis of the Details

Preparing the Sacrifices
Moses prepares for the sacrifices in 9:1-6. Moses instructs Aaron to sacrifice a sin offering and burnt offering for himself in verses 1-2, "1It was on the eighth day that Moses called for Aaron and for his sons and for the elders of Israel. 2He said to Aaron, 'Take for yourself a young bull, for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without blemish, and present them before the LORD.'" Aaron obeys this command in verses 8-14. These offerings were for Aaron ("for yourself") rather than the people. The sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin. The blood or life of the animal took the place of the blood or life of the one sacrificing the sin offering. The burnt offering expressed the complete devotion of the one offering the burnt offering through the complete consumption of the animal in the fire on the altar. The sin and burnt offerings were both to be "without blemish" or literally "perfect." They had to sacrifice their very best!
Moses instructs Aaron to command the people to prepare for a sin offering, a burnt offering, a peace offering, and a grain offering in verses 3-4, "3Then you must tell the sons of Israel, saying: 'Take a male goat for a sin offering; a young ram, both a year old without blemish, for a burnt offering; 4a bull and a ram for a peace offering to sacrifice before the LORD; and a grain offering mixed with oil for today the LORD will appear to you.'" An absolute command is used to emphasize that Aaron "must" tell the people of Israel to prepare what was required for the sin offering, the burnt offering, the peace offering, and the grain offering. A sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin. The burnt offering was an expression of complete devotion to God. The adjective translated "unblemished" literally means "perfect" and emphasizes that they must offer their very best to the LORD. Peace offerings were a provision of God's grace so that his people could have fellowship with him. Indeed, they are often called fellowship offerings. Grain offerings were expressions of thankfulness to God for his provision. Moses tells the people to bring these offerings to the tent of meeting "before the LORD." Moses encourages the people to obey by promising them, "the LORD will appear to you." The perfect state verb is used to emphasize that the LORD "will appear" to them. Wenham says, "This chapter brings out very clearly the purpose and character of Old Testament worship. All the pomp and ceremony served one end: the appearance of the glory of the LORD" (Wenham, 151).

The people obey Moses and come to the Tent of meeting prepared with the animals and grain required for the offerings in verse 5, "5So they took what Moses had commanded to the front of the Tent of meeting, and the whole congregation came forward and stood before the LORD." The Tent of meeting as the name implies was the place where the people could meet God. Indeed the whole congregation came forward and stood before the LORD. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that the "whole" congregation came forward and stood before the LORD. Moses urges the people to do what the LORD commanded in verse 6, "6Moses said, 'This is the word the LORD commanded you. You must do [it] so that the glory of the LORD will appear to you.'" An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" do what the LORD commanded. Obedience is required so that "the glory of the LORD will appear to you." As the readers observe the whole congregation of the people of Israel obeying Moses they would be led to bring their offerings before the LORD. Therefore, God's people should seek God's forgiveness with sin offerings, devote themselves completely to God with burnt offerings, seek God's presence with peace offerings, and thank God for his provision with grain offerings so that he will forgive their sins, restore their relationship with him, and appear to them.
Offering the Sacrifices
Moses instructs Aaron to sacrifice offerings for himself and the people and he obeys in 9:7-21. Moses commands Aaron to sacrifice the sin and burnt offerings and make atonement for himself and the people in verse 7, "7Then Moses said to Aaron, 'Come near the altar and make your sin offering and your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people and make the offering of the people and make atonement for them as the LORD commanded.'" The word translated "atonement" literally means "cover" and vividly depicts their sins being covered.  This word is characteristically used for reconciling parties who have been estranged. The sin and burnt offerings make atonement so that their relationship with God can be restored. These sacrifices are gifts of God's grace to forgive their sins so that their relationship with God is restored. Moses emphasizes that Aaron should obey because this is what "the LORD commanded." 
Aaron offers sacrifices for himself in verses 8-14. Aaron sacrifices the sin offering for himself in verses 8-11, "8So Aaron came near to the altar and slaughtered the young bull as a sin offering for himself. 9The sons of Aaron brought the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and put it on the horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar. 10He sent up smoke from the fat, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver of the sin offering on the altar, according to what the LORD had commanded Moses. 11He burned the flesh and the hide outside the camp." Blood represented life and the blood or life of the young bull was graciously accepted by God as a substitute for the blood or life of Aaron. The life of the young bull was a provision of God's grace so that Aaron could be forgiven. That Aaron put the blood of the young bull on the horns of the altar vividly depicts his appeal for God to accept the life of the bull in his place. On the one hand, he sent up smoke from the fat, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver on the altar. The verb I have translated "sent up smoke" is usually translated "burned." However, "sent up smoke" is more literal and there is another word meaning "burned." This smoke is often vividly described as a pleasing aroma to the LORD. On the other hand, he burned the flesh and hide outside the camp to vividly depict God's grace to remove and obliterate sin.
Aaron sacrifices a burnt offering for himself in verses 12-14, "12Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. The sons of Aaron brought him the blood, and he scattered it all around on the altar. 13They brought him the burnt offering by its pieces along with the head, and he sent up smoke on the altar. 14He washed the entrails and the legs and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar." More detailed instructions for the burnt offering are given in chapter 1. Though not stated here, Aaron lay his hand on the ram of the burnt offering to identify with the animal whose blood or life stood in his place. That Aaron scattered the blood of the ram of the burnt offering around the altar vividly depicts him offering his life to God. That he burned the entire animal on the altar vividly expressed his compete devotion to God. As the priests observe Moses instructing Aaron and Aaron obeying, they would be led to offer sin and burnt offerings for themselves. Therefore, God's priests should appeal for God's forgiveness with sin offerings and devote themselves completely to God with burnt offerings so that God will forgive their sin and restore their relationship with him so they can serve him. 
Aaron offers sacrifices for the people in verses 15-21. Aaron sacrifices the sin and burnt offerings for the people in verses 15-16, "15Then he presented the people’s offering. He took the male goat for the sin offering, which was for the people, slaughtered it, and made a sin offering like the first.16He presented the burnt offering and did it according to the regulation." The sin and burnt offerings are described only briefly here, but follow the patterns described in verses 8-11 and 12-14. As explained above, the sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin and the burnt offering was an expression of complete devotion to God. Aaron sacrifices the grain offering in verse 17, "17He presented the grain offering, took a handful of it, and sent up smoke on the altar in addition to the morning burnt offering." The grain offering was an expression of thanksgiving to God for his faithfulness to provide for his people. These grain offerings were offered daily along with the morning burnt offering to express the continual thankfulness of the people. The verb translated "sent up smoke" is usually translated "burned." However, this is a distinct word that is used for the smoke coming from the altar and is often described as being a pleasing aroma to God. Aaron sacrifices the peace offering in verses 18-21, "18Then he slaughtered the bull and the ram as peace sacrifices for the people. The sons of Aaron brought him the blood, and he scattered it all around on the altar. 19The fat portions from the ox and the ram—the fat tail, the fatty covering, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver--20they placed the fat portions on the breasts and Aaron burned the fat portions on the altar. 21But Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh as a presentation offering before the LORD as Moses had commanded." The sacrificial offerings conclude with the peace offering. God graciously provided an opportunity for his people to enjoy fellowship with him through the peace or fellowship offering. Sin created a barrier between his unrighteous people and their holy God. Chapter 3 contains more detailed instructions for the peace offering that supplement the brief instructions here. Aaron burnt the fat portions on the altar, and they were consumed by God, representing his participation in the fellowship meal. Aaron waved the breast and right thigh as a presentation or wave offering before the LORD to acknowledge his grace in making this fellowship meal possible. These portions of the peace offering were eaten by the priests and the people in the presence of God. This imagery vividly depicts a fellowship meal in which the LORD and the people eat together in peace. As the readers observe Aaron these sacrifices for the people they would be led to offer these sacrifices. Therefore, God's people should appeal to God for forgiveness with sin offerings, devote themselves completely to God with burnt offerings, thank God for his provision with grain offerings, and seek God's presence with peace offerings so that God will forgive their sins, restore their relationship with him, and appear to them.
The Glory of the LORD
The glory of the LORD appears to the people of Israel in 9:22-24. Aaron and Moses bless the people in verse 22 and the first part of verse 23, "22Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them after he came down from making the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the peace offerings. 23Moses and Aaron then entered the tent of meeting and when they came out, they blessed the people." By lifting up his hands when he came down from making the offerings, Aaron vividly invoked the blessing of the LORD on the people. By blessing the people when they came out from the tent of meeting, Moses and Aaron again vividly invoke the blessing of the LORD on the people. The glory of the LORD appears to everyone in the second part of verse 23 and the first part of verse 24, "and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24Fire came out from the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar." The LORD's appearance to the people fulfills the Moses' assurance to the people in verses 4 and 6. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that the glory of the LORD appeared to "all" the people. The LORD's consumption of their burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar vividly depicts his acceptance of their sacrifices. The LORD graciously atoned for them by covering their sins and restored their relationship with him. The people shout and prostrate themselves before the LORD in the second part of verse 24, "and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell upon their faces." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that "all" the people saw the LORD consuming their sacrifices. That the LORD consumed their sacrifices implies that he accepted their sacrifices. The word translated "shout" in this context is certainly a ringing cry of praise. Prostration vividly depicts their humble submission to the LORD. As the readers observe the glory of the LORD appearing to the people of Israel they would be led to offer these sacrifices to him. Therefore, God's people should appeal to God for forgiveness with sin offerings, devote themselves completely to God with burnt offerings, give thanks to God for his provision with grain offerings, and seek God's presence with peace offerings because he will accept their offerings and appear to them and bless them.

Application of the Message

Christians today are still faced with the question: How can an unholy people approach their holy God? This similarity between the original and modern situation provides a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation. However, the New Testament sheds new light on the sacrificial ministry. The New Testament proclaims that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the sin offering through his sacrifice on the cross (Romans 3:21-26; Ephesians 5:25-27; Hebrews 8-10; 1 John 1:5-10, 2:1-2, 4:7-12). The New Testament also advances the idea that Christians should sacrifice themselves as a burnt offering (Romans 12:1; Philippians 2:17 18, 4:15-18; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 1 John 3:16-20). Similarly, the New Testament teaches that Christians are a holy and royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:5 and 9). Christians no longer need to sacrifice any of the offerings in a literal sense. Nonetheless, what underlies these sacrifices still remains valid. Therefore, I have adapted the statements of the message in the original context so that the statements of the message in the modern situation take into consideration the impact of God's new revelation in Jesus Christ. The statements of the message in the original context contain a significant amount of repetition. Therefore, I have consolidated the message of the passage in the modern situation into a single sentence. Christians should appeal to God for forgiveness, devote themselves completely to God, seek God's presence, and give thanks to God for his provision because God will forgive their sins, restore their relationship with him, and appear to them so they can enjoy fellowship with him through Jesus. 

Communication of the Message

Title: Come Near the Altar
Objective: The objective of this message is to lead Christians to appeal to God for forgiveness, devote themselves completely to God, seek God's presence, and give thanks to God.
Proposition: Christians should appeal to God for forgiveness, devote themselves completely to God, seek God's presence, and give thanks to God because God will forgive their sins, restore their relationship with him, and appear to them so they can enjoy fellowship with him through Jesus.
Introduction

The title of my sermon, Come Near the Altar, is from Leviticus 9:7. God earnestly desires that we come near to him. However, we must be prepared to approach our holy God. In Leviticus 9 Moses gives instructions for how the people of Israel could be prepared to approach their holy God by offering sacrifices and told them, "You must do it so the glory of the LORD will appear to you" (6). We don't need to offer these sacrifices because of the coming of Jesus Christ and his sacrifice on the cross. However, we do need to do what underlies these sacrifices so the glory of the LORD will appear to us. Let's listen carefully to Moses' instructions so that we can come near the altar. Read Leviticus 9:1-24.
I.
Christians should appeal to God for forgiveness because he will forgive their sins through Jesus.

A.
Aaron sacrifices the sin offering for himself in verses 8-11 and for the people in verse 15.

B.
Blood represented life and the blood or life of the sin offering was accepted by God as a substitute for the blood or life of Aaron and the people. The blood or life of the sin offering was a provision of God's grace so that Aaron and the people could be forgiven. 

C.
God has forgiven our sins through Jesus who shed his blood on the cross. As Paul says in Romans 5:6-10, "6For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died for the ungodly. 7For rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. 8But God proves His own love for us  in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us! 9Much more then, since we have now been declared righteous by His blood, we will be saved through Him from wrath. 10For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life!" (HCSB),
D.
Application--We should appeal to God for forgiveness because he will forgive our sins through Jesus.
II.
Christians should devote themselves completely to God because he will restore their relationship with him through Jesus.
A.
Moses instructs the people to prepare offerings, including a burnt offering in verses 3-4. Moses instructs Aaron to sacrifice offerings for himself and the people in verse 7, "7Then Moses said to Aaron, 'Come near the altar and make your sin offering and your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people and make the offering of the people and make atonement for them as the LORD commanded.'" The word "atonement" carries with it the idea of reconciling people who are estranged and restoring their relationship. The sin and burnt offerings made atonement so that the relationship between God and his people could be restored. 
B.
Jesus is our atoning sacrifice. As Paul says in Romans 3:23-25, "since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith" (NRSV).
C.
Aaron sacrifices a burnt offering for himself in verses 12-14. Aaron lay his hand on the ram of the burnt offering to identify with the animal whose blood or life stood in his place. That Aaron scattered the blood of the ram of the burnt offering around the altar vividly depicted him offering his life to God. That he burned the entire animal on the altar vividly expressed his compete devotion to God. Aaron went on to sacrifice the burnt offering for the people in verse 16. 
D.
We also need to be completely devoted to God. As Paul says in Romans 12:1, "1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship" (ESV).

E.
Application--Therefore, we should devote ourselves completely to God because he will restore our relationship with him through Jesus.
III.
Christians should seek God because they will have fellowship with him through Jesus.

A.
Aaron sacrifices the peace offering in verses 18-21, "18Then he slaughtered the bull and the ram as a peace sacrifice for the people. The sons of Aaron brought him the blood, and he splashed it all around on the altar. 19The fat portions from the ox and the ram—the fat tail, the fatty covering, the kidneys, and the fatty lobe of the liver--20They placed the fat portions on the breasts and Aaron burned the fat portions on the altar. 21But Aaron waved the breasts and the right thigh as a presentation offering before the LORD as Moses had commanded." God graciously provided an opportunity for his people to enjoy fellowship with him through the peace offering. In fact, the peace offering is often called a fellowship offering. Sin created a barrier between people and their holy God. Meals were an important time of fellowship in Hebrew culture. Aaron burned the choice portions on the altar as God's share of the fellowship meal. Aaron waved the breast and right thigh before the LORD to acknowledge his grace in making this fellowship meal possible. These portions of the peace offering were then eaten by the priests and the people in the presence of God as their share of the fellowship meal. This imagery vividly depicts a fellowship meal in which the LORD and the people eat together in peace. 
B.
God has made peace with us and we have fellowship with him through Jesus. As Paul says in Ephesians 2:17-20, "17When the Messiah came, He proclaimed the good news of peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone" (ESV). 
C.
Illustration of Fellowship with God through Jesus
D.
Application--Therefore, we should seek God because we will have fellowship with him through Jesus.

IV.
Christians should give thanks to God because he has provided all they need for salvation through Jesus.

A.
Aaron sacrifices the grain offering in verse 17, "17He presented the grain offering, took a handful of it, and sent up smoke on the altar in addition to the morning burnt offering." The grain offering was an expression of thanksgiving to God for his faithfulness to provide for his people. These grain offerings were offered daily along with the morning burnt offering to express the continual thankfulness of the people. Aaron did not just burn these offerings as many versions translate, but he literally "sent up smoke" from these offerings. This smoke is often described as a pleasing aroma to the LORD. God is pleased when we give thanks to him!
B.
God has provided all we need for salvation through Jesus' sacrifice on the cross. As Paul says in First Corinthians 11:23, "23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you:  On the night when He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, 24gave thanks, broke it, and said, 'This is My body, which is for you'" (ESV). 
C.
Application--Therefore, we should give thanks to God because he has provided all we need for salvation through Jesus.
Conclusion

God earnestly desires that we come near to him. However, we must be prepared to approach our holy God. In Leviticus 9 Moses gives instructions for how the people of Israel could be prepared to approach their holy God by offering sacrifices and tells them in verse 6, , "You must do it so the glory of the LORD will appear to you" (6). Indeed, when they were finished with these sacrifices "the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people" (23). We don't need to offer these sacrifices because they have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ and his sacrifice on the cross. However, we do need to do what underlies these sacrifices so that we can come near to him. We should appeal to God for forgiveness, devote ourselves completely to God, seek God's presence, and thank God for his provision because God will forgive our sins, restore our relationship with him, and we can enjoy fellowship with him through Jesus. 

CHAPTER NINE
THIS DAY OF ATONEMENT
Leviticus 16:1-34

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation

16:1The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron when they approached the presence of the LORD and died.  2The LORD said to Moses: "Speak to your brother Aaron that he must not come [just] any time into the holy place behind the veil in front of the atonement cover on the ark so he does not die, because I appear in the cloud above the atonement cover. 

3Aaron must enter the holy place in this way: with a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4He must put on a holy linen tunic and linen undergarments must be over his flesh. He must wrap himself with a linen girdle and entwine [his head] with a linen turban.  These are holy garments and he will wash his flesh with water and put them on. 5From the community of the sons of Israel he must take two male goats for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering. 

6Aaron will present the bull of the sin offering for himself and make atonement on behalf of himself and his household. 7Then he will take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8Then Aaron will cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the LORD and one lot for Azazel. 9Then Aaron will present the goat chosen for which the lot went to the LORD and make the sin offering.  10But the goat for which the lot went for Azazel is to be presented alive before the LORD to make atonement upon it by sending it for Azazel into the wilderness. 

11When Aaron presents the bull of the sin offering he makes atonement on behalf of himself and on behalf of his household, he will slaughter the bull of the sin offering for himself. 12Then he will take a firepan full of fiery coals from the altar before the LORD and the fulness of his hands with fine fragrant incense and bring [it] inside the veil.  13He will put the incense on the fire before the LORD and the cloud of incense will cover the atonement cover that is over the testimony so that he will by no means die. 14Then he will take from the blood of the bull and sprinkle [it] with his finger upon the east face of the atonement cover. Then before the atonement cover he must sprinkle from the blood with his finger seven times. 15He will slaughter the male goat for the sin offering which is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and he will do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull: he will sprinkle it against the atonement cover and in front of the atonement cover. 
16He will make atonement for the holy place from the unclean deeds of the sons of Israel and from their transgressions to all their sins. Thus, he must do for the tent of meeting that remains among them, in the middle of their unclean deeds. 17No one must be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the holy place until he leaves after he has made atonement for himself and his household and the whole assembly of Israel. 18Then he will go out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it. He will take from the blood of the bull and from the blood of the goat and put it on the horns around the altar. 19He will sprinkle from the blood on it with his finger seven times and he will cleanse and consecrate it from the unclean deeds of the sons of Israel. 

20When he has finished atoning for the holy place, the tent of meeting, and the altar, he will present the live male goat. 21Aaron will lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat and he will confess over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their transgressions, to all their sins and he will put them on the head of the goat and send the goat into the wilderness by the hand of the man prepared.  22The goat will carry on it all their transgressions to an isolated land, and he will release it in the wilderness. 

23Then Aaron will enter the tent of meeting, take off the linen garments he wore when he entered the holy place, and leave them there. 24He will bathe his flesh with water in a holy place and put on his own garments.  Then he will make his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make atonement on behalf of himself and on behalf of the people. 25With the fat of the sin offering he must send up smoke on the altar. 26The man who released the goat for Azazel must launder his clothes and wash his flesh with water; afterward he may enter the camp. 27The bull of the sin offering and the goat of the sin offering, whose blood was brought into the holy place to make atonement, must be brought outside the camp and they will burn in fire their hide, their flesh, and their dung. 28The one who burns them must launder his clothes and wash his flesh with water; afterward he may enter the camp. 

29This will be a statute forever for you: In the seventh month on the tenth day of the month you must humble yourselves and you must not do any work, both the native and the foreigner who resides among you, 30because on this day atonement will be made for you to cleanse you from all your sins since before the LORD you must be clean. 31It is a Sabbath of sabbath observance for you, and you must discipline yourselves as a statute forever. 32The priest who he will anoint and ordain to serve as high priest in place of his father will make atonement. He will put on the linen garments, the holy garments 33and make atonement for the holy of holies and make atonement for the tent of meeting and the altar and make atonement for the priests and all the people of the assembly. 34This is a statute forever for you, to make atonement for the sons of Israel once a year from all their sins." And he did in accordance with what the LORD commanded Moses. 
Background and Purpose

The passage describes a setting in which the LORD is instructing Moses regarding the observance of the Day of Atonement. The Day of Atonement was a provision of God's grace to atone for the sins of the people of Israel so that God could continue to live in their midst. Thus, underlying this setting is the question: How can a sinful people live with a holy God? This setting reflects a situation in which the readers continue to sin and need God's grace so that their sin can be atoned for and he can continue to live in their midst. Therefore, the purpose of this passage was to give instructions for the rituals of the Day of Atonement so God would make atonement for them and continue to live among them.

Literary Context and Role

Leviticus moves from instructions for various sacrifices (1-7), to instructions for the consecration and ministry of the priests (8-10) to instructions for ritual purity and the Day of Atonement (11-16), to instructions for living a holy life (17-27). This passage concludes the third section, which provides instructions for ritual purity and the Day of Atonement. The role of this passage is to provide instruction for the rituals on the Day of Atonement. These rituals include the sin offering, the goat for Azazel, and the burnt offering. This is the only place where instructions for the goat for Azazel are found. However, the instructions for the sin offering and burnt offering can be supplemented by instructions found elsewhere in Leviticus. More detailed instructions for the sin offering are found in chapter 4 and the burnt offering in chapter 1. However, some of these rituals are unique to the Day of Atonement and even the sin and burnt offerings have features that are unique. Chapter 10 provides more details about the fate of Nadab and Abihu. 
Form and Function

This passage can be generally classified as historical narrative. However, this narrative is dominated by exhortation. Simply put, exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions along with reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibitions indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide the rationale for obedience. These exhortations contain instructions for observing the rituals for the Day of Atonement. However, there is a limit to what can be understood about this passage by interpreting it as an exhortation. This passage is a unique form of exhortation that contains ritual laws. This passage contains ritual laws for sin offerings, Azazel, and burnt offerings. These religious rituals have an underlying meaning that can be understood by considering what is inherent in the rituals and what is explained about the rituals in the passage and the rest of the Old Testament. This requires some imagination; however, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. 
Strategy and Structure

The passage begins with the LORD setting limits on Aaron coming into the most holy place in verses 1-2, revealing what is required to enter the most holy place in verses 3-5, and giving preliminary instructions for the bull and goats in verses 6-10. Second, the LORD gives more detailed instructions for the sin offerings in verses 11-15, the blood of the sin offerings in verses 16-19, and the goat for Azazel in verses 20-22. Third, the LORD gives instructions for completing the rituals on the Day of Atonement in verses 23-28 by Aaron washing himself and change his clothes, making atonement with burnt offerings, sending up smoke from the fat of the sin offerings, and having the one who released the goat wash himself and his clothes before rejoining the community. Finally, the LORD gives instructions for observing the rituals on the Day of Atonement perpetually and Aaron doing everything that the LORD commanded Moses in verses 29-34.
I.
Restriction for Entering the Most Holy Place (16:1-2)

A.
The Death of the Sons of Aaron when They Approached the presence of the LORD (1) 
B.
The LORD Restricts Aaron from Entering the Most Holy Place Whenever He Wants (2)

II.
Requirements for Entering the Most Holy Place (16:3-5)
A.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Enter with a Sin Offering and a Burnt Offering before Entering (3)

B.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Wash and Dress in Holy Garments before Entering (4)

C.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Take Two Male Goats and One Ram from the Community of Israel with Him (5)

III.
Instructions for the Bull and Goats (16:6-10)

A.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Make Atonement for Himself and His Household with the Bull of the Sin Offering (6)

B.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Present before the LORD the Goats for the Sin Offering and Azazel (7-10)
IV.
Instructions for the Sin Offerings (16:11-15)
A.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Slaughter the Bull for the Sin Offering (11)

B.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Burn Fragrant Incense before the LORD (12-13)

C.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Sprinkle the Blood of the Bull on the East Side of the Altar and before the Atonement Cover (14)

D.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Slaughter the Goat for the Sin Offering and Sprinkle Its Blood inside the Veil (15)

V.
Instructions for the Blood of the Sin Offerings (16:16-19)

A.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Make Atonement for the Most Holy Place from the Sins of the People (16a)

B.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Do the Same with the Tent of Meeting (16b)

C.
The LORD Prohibits Anyone from Entering the Tent of Meeting Until Aaron Has Made Atonement for the Most Holy Place (17)

D.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Make Atonement for the Altar at the Entrance to the Tent of Meeting (18-19)

VI.
Instructions for the Goat for Azazel (16:20-22)
A.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Present the Live Male Goat after He Has Finished Purifying the Most Holy Place (20)
B.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Put All the Sins of the People on the Goat and Send It into the Wilderness (21)

C.
The LORD Explains that the Goat Will Carry All the Sins of the People Far Away (22)

VII.
Instructions for Completing the Rituals (16:23-28)

A.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Wash His Flesh and Change His Clothes (23-24a)

B.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Make His Burnt Offerings and Make Atonement for Himself and the People (24b)

C.
The LORD Instructs Aaron to Send Up the Smoke of the Fat from the Sin Offering (25)

D.
The LORD Instructs the Man Who Released the Goat to Launder His Clothes and Wash His Flesh (26)

E.
The LORD Gives Instructions for the Disposal of the Bull and the Goat of the Sin Offerings (27-28)

VIII. Instructions for Preserving the Rituals (16:29-34)
A.
The LORD Makes the Day of Atonement a Statute Forever (29a)

B.
The LORD Gives Instructions for Making the Day of Atonement a Day for Humility and Rest (29b)

C.
The LORD Explains that the Day of Atonement Will Be a Day to Cleanse Them from Their Sins (30)

D.
The LORD Reemphasizes that the Day of Atonement Will Be a Statute Forever and a Day of Rest and Humility (31)

E.
The LORD Gives Instructions for Anointing and Ordaining the Successors of the High Priest (32)

F.
The LORD Reemphasizes that the Day of Atonement Will Be a Statute Forever and Aaron Obeys (34)

Message 

God's people should approach the LORD respectfully. God's people should seek his grace by sacrificing sin offerings so the LORD will forgive their sins and make atonement for them and continue to live among them. God's people should seek his grace by sacrificing sin offerings so the LORD will make atonement for, cleanse, and consecrate the most holy place, the altar, and the tent of meeting and he can continue to live among them. God's people should seek his grace through the sin offering and Azazel and devote themselves completely to him through the burnt offering so the LORD will forgive their sins, send their sins far away, and restore their relationship with him. God's people should perpetually observe the Day of Atonement as a special Sabbath by exercising self-discipline and refraining from work because on this day the LORD atones for their sins and cleanses them from their unclean deeds.

Analysis of the Details

Restriction for Entering
The LORD restricts entrance to the most holy place in 16:1-2. The death of the sons of when they approach the LORD is related in verse 1, "1The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron when they approached the presence of the LORD and died." Leviticus 10 relates that Nadab and Abihu offered unauthorized sacrifices and died because of their lack of respect for God. This incident provides the historical reason for the LORD restricting access to the most holy place. The LORD restricts Aaron from entering the most holy place whenever he wants in verse 2, "2The LORD said to Moses: 'Speak to your brother Aaron that he must not come any time into the holy place behind the veil in front of the atonement cover on the ark, so he does not die, because I appear in the cloud above the atonement cover." An absolute prohibition is used with the absolute noun to emphasize that Aaron "must not" come "any" time into the most holy place. Though the passage speaks of the holy place, this is clearly the most holy place since it is "behind the veil in front of the atonement cover." Entering the most holy place was dangerous because it was where the LORD appeared in a cloud above the atonement cover. Aaron was allowed into the most holy place, but only on the Day of Atonement and only then after he has performed the necessary rituals. He must show the appropriate respect! As Wenham says, "These laws drive home the truth that God is just as holy and demands just as much reverence when he dwells permanently with Israel as on the first occasion when he appeared on Sinai" (Wenham, 229). The remainder of the passage reveals how Aaron could enter the most holy place and how the people can approach God. As the readers observe the LORD restricting access to the most holy place, they would be led to approach God respectfully. Therefore, God's people should approach the LORD respectfully.
Requirements for Entering
The LORD sets requirements for approaching him in 16:3-5. The LORD instructs Aaron to enter the most holy place with a sin offering and a burnt offering in verse 3, "3Aaron must enter the holy place in this way: with a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering." An absolute command is used to emphasize that Aaron "must" enter the most holy place with a sin and burnt offering. The sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin by accepting the blood or life of a bull in the place of his blood or life. The burnt offering vividly portrayed his complete devotion to God through the complete consumption of the ram in the fire on the altar. The LORD instructs Aaron to wash and dress in holy garments in verse 4, "4He must put on a holy linen tunic and linen undergarments must be over his flesh. He must wrap himself with a linen girdle and entwine [his head] with a linen turban. These are holy garments and he will wash his flesh with water and put them on." Absolute commands are used to emphasize that he "must" put on a holy linen tunic, and linen undergarments "must" be over his flesh. Absolute commands are also used to emphasize that he "must" wrap himself with a linen girdle and entwine his head with a linen turban The ritual washing and holy garments vividly portrayed the necessity for Aaron to be clean and holy when approaching the LORD. It is interesting that these garments are much simpler than the elaborate garments Aaron normally wore when performing his duties as a priest. On the one hand, he dressed in humble garments when representing the people before the LORD. On the other hand, he is dressed in glorious garments when representing the LORD before the people. Wenham says, "in the presence of God even the high priest is stripped of all honor: he becomes simply the servant of the King of kings, whose true status is portrayed in the simplicity of his dress" (Wenham, 230). The LORD must be approached humbly and respectfully!
The LORD instructs Aaron to take two male goats and one ram from the community of Israel in verse 5, " 5From the community of the sons of Israel he must take two male goats for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering." Whereas the previous requirements were for Aaron so that he could enter the most holy place, these requirements are for the people so that they could approach God. As we will see, the goats are for the sin offering and Azazel. The sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin by accepting the blood or life of a goat in the place of the blood or life of the people. The goat for Azazel was also a provision of God's grace to forgive sin by carrying their sin far away. The LORD can only be approached by his grace! Burnt offerings vividly portrayed the complete devotion of the worshipers to God through the complete consumption of the burnt offering in fire. Complete devotion is required to approach the LORD! 
Preliminary Instructions

The LORD gives preliminary instructions for the bull and the goats in verses 6-10. The LORD instructs Aaron to sacrifice a sin offering to make atonement for himself and his household in verse 6, "6Aaron will present the bull of the sin offering for himself and make atonement on behalf of himself and his household." Sin prevented Aaron and his household from approaching God and serving him. The bull of the sin offering was a provision of God grace for the forgiveness of sins by accepting the blood or life of the bull in the place of Aaron's blood or life. The verb translated "make atonement" literally means cover. The sin offering covered the sin of Aaron and his household so that they were acceptable to him. This verb is characteristically used for reconciling estranged parties. Through the sin offering the relationship between the LORD and Aaron and his household was restored. The LORD instructs Aaron to present two goats before the LORD for the sin offering and for Azazel in verses 7-10, "7Then he will take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8Then Aaron will cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the LORD and one lot for Azazel. 9Then Aaron will present the goat chosen for which the lot went to the LORD and make the sin offering. 10But the goat for which the lot went for Azazel is to be presented alive before the LORD to make atonement upon it by sending it for Azazel into the wilderness." The sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin by accepting the blood or life of a goat in the place of the blood or life of the people. . The Hebrew noun I have transliterated Azazel is sometimes translated "scapegoat." The background and meaning of Azazel is unclear and disputed; however, the meaning is clear from what is depicted in the ritual. The goat for Azazel was a provision of God's grace to forgive sin by sending the sins of the people far away with the goat. This goat that takes the sins of the people far away made atonement for them. Through Azazel their sins were taken far away and their relationship with the LORD was restored.
The Sin Offerings
The LORD gives more detailed instructions for the sin offerings in 16:11-14. The LORD instructs Aaron to slaughter the sin offering for himself and his household in verse 11, "11When Aaron presents the bull of the sin offering and makes atonement on behalf of himself and on behalf of his household, he will slaughter the bull of the sin offering for himself." In Hebrew culture blood represented life. The sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin. The sin offering vividly portrayed Aaron appealing to God to forgive his sin by accepting the blood or life of the bull in the place of his blood or life. By sacrificing the sin offering, Aaron made atonement for himself and his household. The verb translated "makes atonement" literally means "covers over" and vividly depicts the sin offering covering over sin. This term also implies the reconciliation of two parties that had been estranged. The sin offering was a provision of God's grace to reconcile the relationship between God and Aaron and his household. 
The LORD instructs Aaron to burn fragrant incense before him inside the veil in verses 12-13, "12Then he will take a firepan full of fiery coals from the altar before the LORD and the fulness of his hands with fine fragrant incense and bring [it] inside the veil.  13He will put the incense on the fire before the LORD and the cloud of incense will cover the atonement cover that is over the testimony and he will by no means die." The rising smoke from burning incense vividly portrayed Aaron's prayers rising up to God. The protection provided by these prayers is vividly portrayed as a cloud of incense that hides Aaron. An absolute denial is used to emphasize that he will "by no means" die in the presence of the LORD. The LORD instructs Aaron to spatter the blood of the bull on the east side and before the atonement cover in verse 14, "14Then he will take from the blood of the bull and sprinkle [it] with his finger upon the east face of the atonement cover. Then before the atonement cover he must sprinkle from the blood with his finger seven times." The atonement cover vividly depicted the presence of the LORD, especially to graciously make atonement.  In Hebrew culture blood represented life. By sprinkling the blood of the sin offering around the atonement cover Aaron vividly portrayed his appeal to God to forgive his sin by accepting the blood or life of the bull in place of his blood or life. 
The LORD instructs Aaron to slaughter the sin offering for the people and sprinkle its blood inside the veil in verse 15, "15He will slaughter the male goat for the sin offering which is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and he will do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull: he will sprinkle it against the atonement cover and in front of the atonement cover." Whereas the sacrifice of the bull was the sin offering for Aaron and his household, the sacrifice of the goat was the sin offering for the people. Just as Aaron was to sprinkle the blood of the bull, he must also sprinkle the blood of the goat. The sprinkling the blood of the sin offering vividly portrayed Aaron appealing to God to forgive the sins of the people by accepting the blood or life of a goat in the place of the blood or life of the people. As the readers observe the LORD giving Aaron more detailed instructions for the sin offerings, they would be led to seek God's grace. Therefore, God's people should seek his grace by sacrificing sin offerings so the LORD will forgive their sins, make atonement for them, and continue to live among them.
The Blood of the Sin 
Offerings
The LORD gives more detailed instructions for the blood of the sin offerings in 16:16-19. The LORD instructs Aaron to make atonement for the most holy place in the first part of verse 16, "16He will make atonement for the holy place from the unclean deeds of the sons of Israel and from their transgressions to all their sins." Not only were the people contaminated by sin so they could not approach God, but the most holy place was contaminated by the sins of the people so God could not continue to dwell among them. The extent of the God's atonement is emphasized by the repetition of near synonyms ("unclean deeds . . . transgressions . . . sins"). A preposition emphasizing extent is used with the absolute noun to emphasize that God will make atonement "to all their sins". The blood or life of the sin offerings made atonement for the sins of the people so that God could continue to inhabit the most holy place. 
The LORD instructs Aaron to do the same with the tent of meeting in the second part of verse 16, "Thus, he must do for the tent of meeting that remains among them, in the middle of their unclean deeds." An absolute command is used to emphasize that Aaron "must" do the same to the tent of meeting; he must make atonement for the tent of meeting by sprinkling the blood of the sin offerings around it. The tent of meeting, as the name implies, represented the presence of God among his people. The tent of meeting had also been exposed to the sins of the people and become contaminated so that God's presence among them was threatened. The tent of meeting is vividly described as being "in the middle of their unclean deeds" to emphasize the extent of its exposure to corruption from the sins of the people. The LORD prohibits anyone from entering the tent of meeting until after Aaron has made atonement for the most holy place in verse 17, "17No one must be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the holy place until he leaves after he has made atonement for himself and his household and the whole assembly of Israel." An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that no one "must" be in the tent of meeting during the whole time Aaron was in the most holy place making atonement. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that Aaron made atonement for the "whole" assembly of Israel. 
The LORD instructs Aaron to make atonement for the altar in verses 18-19, "18Then he will go out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it. He will take from the blood of the bull and from the blood of the goat and put it on the horns around the altar. 19He will sprinkle from the blood on it with his finger seven times and he will cleanse and consecrate it from the unclean deeds of the sons of Israel." The altar is characteristically described as being "before the Tent of meeting." Before anyone could approach the LORD, they had to make sacrifices on this altar. The altar before the Tent of meeting had also been exposed to the sins of the people and contaminated so that their ability to approach the LORD was threatened. The process of making atonement for the altar is described in more detail and can be used to supplement the process for making atonement for the tent of meeting and the most holy place. The blood or life of the sin offerings made atonement for and cleansed and consecrated the altar from the unclean deeds of the people. The blood of the sin offerings is vividly described as cleansing the altar from the unclean deeds of the people. The blood of the sin offerings is also vividly described as anointing the altar so that it is "consecrated" or "set apart" from the sins of the people so that it fit for God's purposes. As Wenham concludes, "These atonement-day rituals make the impossible possible. By cleansing the sanctuary they permit the holy God to dwell among an unholy people" (Wenham, 233)." As the readers observe the LORD giving Aaron more detailed instructions for the blood of the sin offerings they would be led to seek God's gracious forgiveness and atonement. Therefore, God's people should seek God's grace by sacrificing sin offerings so the LORD will make atonement for and cleanse and consecrate the most holy place, the altar, and the tent of meeting and he can continue to live among them.
The Goat for Azazel

The LORD gives more detailed instructions for the goat for Azazel in 16:20-22. The LORD instructs Aaron to present the live goat after he has finished making atonement for the most holy place in verse 20, "20When he has finished making atonement for the holy place, the tent of meeting, and the altar, he will present the live male goat." The LORD instructs Aaron to put all the sins of the people on the goat and send it out into the wilderness in verse 21, "21Aaron will lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat and he will confess over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their transgressions, to all their sins and he will put them on the head of the goat and send the goat into the wilderness by the hand of the man prepared." As Clements says regarding Azazel, "This name has called forth a great deal of comment, since it can be variously interpreted. The ancient Septuagint translates it simply as meaning 'for sending away.' It appears to be the name of a demon or spirit who was believed to inhabit the wilderness (cf. Book of Enoch 8:1; 9:6). Thus the scapegoat carried off the sins of Israel to the place and spirit of destruction. Alternatively, the name Azazel has been regarded as a local place name, indicating the place in the wilderness where the goat was killed" (Clements, 46). Whatever the background, the essential significance is inherent in the ritual. The goat for Azazel was a provision of God's grace to take the sins of the people far away. The LORD's gracious removal of the sins of the people is vividly depicted by Aaron laying his hands on the goat, confessing all their sins over it, and sending it into the wilderness. The absolute noun is used repeatedly with near synonyms to emphasize that Aaron confessed "all" their iniquities, "all" their transgressions, and "all" their sins. A preposition emphasizing extent is used with the absolute noun to emphasize that Aaron confessed "to all their sins." The LORD explains that the goat will carry all the sins of the people far away in verse 22, "22The goat will carry on it all their transgressions to an isolated land, and he will release it in the wilderness." A perfect state verb is used with the absolute noun to emphasize that the goat "will carry all" their transgressions to an isolated place. The noun translated "isolated" comes from a root meaning "separation" and emphasizes that the goat would carry their sins far away to a place far removed. As the readers observe the LORD giving Aaron more detailed instructions for the goat for Azazel, they would be led to seek God's grace. Therefore, God's people should seek God's grace through the goat for Azazel so that the LORD will send their sins far and they can approach him.
Completing the Rituals

The LORD gives instructions for completing the rituals for the Day of Atonement in 16:23-28. The LORD instructs Aaron to bathe his flesh and change his clothes in verse 23 and the first part of verse 24, "23Then Aaron will enter the tent of meeting, take off the linen garments he wore when he entered the holy place, and leave them there. 24He will bathe his flesh with water in a holy place and put on his own garments." Previously Aaron had worn the simple holy linen tunic, undergarments, and turban when humbly representing the people before the LORD. Now he puts on his majestic priestly garments to represent the LORD before the people. The LORD instructs Aaron to make burnt offerings for himself and the people in the second part of verse 24, "Then he will make his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make atonement on behalf of himself and on behalf of the people." Their burnt offerings vividly depict their complete devotion to God through the complete consumption of the rams in fire on the altar. Through these burnt offerings he makes atonement for himself and the people. Their complete devotion to him results in God graciously covering their sins and restoring their relationship with him. The LORD instructs Aaron to send up the smoke from the fat of the sin offerings in verse 25, "25With the fat of the sin offering he must send up smoke on the altar." The bull and goat of the sin offerings have been slaughtered and their blood used to make atonement for them and the most holy place, the tent of meeting, and the altar. Now the fat of the bull and goat of the sin offerings is burned on the altar. The verb translated "send up smoke" is frequently translated "burn." However, this verb is literally "send up smoke" and another verb will be used in the subsequent verse to describe the disposal of the remnants of the sin offering. The verb translated "send up smoke" is often described as having a pleasing aroma to the LORD. The LORD instructs the man who released the goat for Azazel to launder his clothes and wash his flesh in verse 26, "26The man who released the goat for Azazel must launder his clothes and wash his flesh with water; afterward he may enter the camp." The ritual laundering of his clothes and washing of his flesh vividly depicts God's grace to cleanse him from the contamination of the unclean deeds of the people that were carried by the goat for Azazel. As a result, he can rejoin the community of Israel that has already been cleansed by the rituals of the Day of Atonement. The LORD gives instructions for disposing the remnants of the sin offerings in verses 27-28, "27The bull of the sin offering and the goat of the sin offering, whose blood was brought into the holy place to make atonement, must be brought outside the camp and they will burn in fire their hide, their flesh, and their dung. 28The one who burns them must launder his clothes and wash his flesh with water; afterward he may enter the camp." An absolute command is used to emphasize that the hide, flesh, and dung of the animals used for the sin offerings "must" be brought outside the camp to be burned. The removal and burning of the remnants of the animals used for the sin offerings vividly depicted the removal and obliteration of their sin. The ritual laundering of his clothes and washing of his flesh of the one who burned the remnants of the animals used for the sin offerings vividly depicted God's grace to cleanse him from the contamination of the dead bodies. As a result, he can rejoin the community of Israel that has already been cleansed by the rituals of the Day of Atonement. As the readers observe the LORD giving instruction for completing the rituals for the Day of Atonement, they would be led to seek God's grace and commit themselves completely to the LORD. Therefore, God's people should seek God's grace through the sin offering and Azazel and devote themselves completely to him through the burnt offering so the LORD will forgive their sin, send their sins far away, and restore their relationship with him.
Preserving the Rituals 
The LORD gives instructions for preserving the rituals for the Day of Atonement in 16:29-34. The LORD makes the observance of the Day of Atonement a statute forever in the first part of verse 29, "29This will be a statute forever for you." The absolute temporal adverb is used to emphasize that the observance of the rituals for the Day of Atonement will be a statute "forever." The LORD gives instructions for making the Day of Atonement a day of self-discipline and rest in the second part of verse 29, "In the seventh month on the tenth day of the month you must discipline yourselves and you must not do any work, both the native and the foreigner who resides among you." An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" discipline themselves. The piel stem verb translated "discipline" means "to afflict" and vividly depicts them inflicting discipline on themselves.  An absolute prohibition is used with the absolute noun to emphasize that they "must not" do "any" work. The Day of Atonement is not to be like any other workday. It must be set apart for the LORD. The LORD explains that the Day of Atonement will be a day to cleanse them from their sins in verse 30, "30because on this day atonement will be made for you to cleanse you from all your sins since before the LORD you must be clean." The verb translated "atonement will be made" comes from a root that means "to cover" and vividly depicts their sins being covered. This root is also used in contexts when reconciliation is made between parties who have been alienated from one another. The Day of Atonement was the day when their relationship with God was restored. The absolute noun is used to emphasize that the Day of Atonement is to be a day to cleanse them from "all" their sins. An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" be clean when they come before the LORD. The LORD reemphasizes that the Day of Atonement will be a statute forever and a day of rest and humility in verse 31, "31It is a Sabbath of sabbath observance for you, and you must discipline yourselves as a statute forever." The redundant "Sabbath of sabbath observance" is usually translated "Sabbath of rest, Sabbath of complete rest," or "Sabbath of solemn rest." This phrase could be a variation of a common Hebrew idiom for the superlative degree and translated "the greatest Sabbath" or "a special Sabbath." An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" discipline themselves. The absolute temporal noun is used to emphasize that they must discipline themselves as a statute "forever." The LORD gives instructions for anointing and ordaining the successors of the high priest in verse 32-33, "32The priest who he will anoint and ordain to serve as high priest in place of his father will make atonement. He will put on the linen garments, the holy garments, 33and make atonement for the holy of holies, and make atonement for the tent of meeting and the altar and make atonement for the priests and all the people of the assembly." The LORD reemphasizes that the Day of Atonement will be a statute forever in the first part of verse 34, "34This is a statute forever for you, to make atonement for the sons of Israel once a year from all their sins." The absolute temporal adverb is used again to emphasize that that the Day of Atonement is a statute "forever." Aaron obediently observes the rituals of the Day of Atonement in the second part of verse 34, "And he did in accordance with what the LORD commanded Moses." As the LORD gives instruction for preserving the rituals of the Day of Atonement, the readers would be led to observe the Day of Atonement. Therefore, God's people should perpetually observe the Day of Atonement as a special Sabbath by exercising self-discipline and refraining from work because on this day the LORD atones for their sins and cleanses them from their unclean deeds.
Application of the Message

Christians today are still faced with the question: How can an unholy people approach their holy God? This similarity between the original and modern situation provides a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation. However, the New Testament sheds new light on the rituals of the Day of Atonement. The New Testament proclaims that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the sin offering through his sacrifice on the cross (Romans 3:21-26; Ephesians 5:25-27; Hebrews 8-10; 1 John 1:5-10, 2:1-2, 4:7-12). The New Testament also advances the idea that Christians should sacrifice themselves as a burnt offering (Romans 12:1; Philippians 2:17 18, 4:15-18; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 1 John 3:16-20). Similarly, the New Testament teaches that Christians are being built into a spiritual house and royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:5 and 9). Christians no longer need to sacrifice any of the offerings in a literal sense. Jesus Christ has made atonement for them! Nonetheless, what underlies these sacrifices still remains valid. Therefore, I have adapted the statements of the message in the original context so that the statements of the message in the modern situation take into consideration the impact of God's new revelation in Jesus Christ. The statements of the message in the original context contain a significant amount of repetition. Therefore, I have consolidated the message of the passage in the modern situation into a single sentence. Christians should approach the LORD respectfully to seek his grace and devote themselves completely to him because Jesus made atonement for them on the cross by forgiving their sins, cleansing and consecrating them, taking their sins far away, and covering their sins and restoring their relationship with God. 
Communication of the Message

Title: This Day of Atonement
Objective: The objective of this message is to exhort Christians to humbly and respectfully come near to God to seek his gracious atonement and devote themselves completely to him.
Proposition: Christians should humbly and respectfully come near to God to seek his gracious atonement and devote themselves completely to him because Jesus made atonement for them by forgiving their sins, cleansing and consecrating them, taking their sins far away, and covering their sins and restoring their relationship with God.
Introduction

The Day of Atonement was the most important date on the Hebrew calendar. On this day the people of Israel sought atonement from the LORD so that he would continue to live among them. The problem was incompatibility. The people of Israel were sinful, but their LORD was holy. We are also sinful, but our LORD is holy.  How can a holy God live with sinful people? The only way is by the grace of God. The rituals on the Day of Atonement were a provision of God's grace so that he could continue to live among them. We don't need to observe these rituals because they have been fulfilled through Jesus and his death on the cross. Nonetheless, we do need to humbly and respectfully come near to God to seek his gracious atonement so that he will continue to be with us. Read Leviticus 16:1-34.
I.
Christians should humbly and respectfully come near to God.
A.
Nadab and Abihu died because they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD.
B.
Aaron was prohibited from entering the most holy place any time he wanted.

C.
Aaron was required to sacrifice a sin offering and a burnt offering before entering the most holy place.

D.
Aaron was required to wash and wear holy garments before entering the most holy place.
E.
In Luke 18:9-14 Jesus talks about two men, a Pharisee and tax collector, who were praying at the temple. The Pharisee proudly boasted of his righteousness, while the tax collector humbly confessed that he was a sinner and appealed for mercy. Jesus concludes in verse 14, "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted" (ESV).
F.
Application--Therefore, we should humbly and respectfully come near to God.
II.
Christians should come near to God to seek his gracious atonement.

A.
The LORD instructed Aaron to approach him with a sin offering of a bull for himself and his household and a ram for the people. The sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin.
B.
By sacrificing a bull as a sin offering Aaron vividly portrayed his appeal for God to accept the life of the bull in place of his life and the life of his household.

C.
By sacrificing a ram as a sin offering Aaron vividly portrayed his appeal for God to accept the life of the ram in the place of the life of the people.

D.
As Hebrews 4:16 says, "Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need" (ESV).
E.
Application--Therefore, we should come near to God to seek his gracious atonement.

III.
Christians should come near to God to devote themselves completely to him.

A.
The LORD instructed Aaron to approach him with burnt offerings for himself and the people. The burnt offering was an opportunity to express complete commitment to God.
B.
Aaron lay his hand on the head of the animal used for the burnt offering to identify with it. He then slaughtered the animal, cut it into pieces, and burned everything on the altar. By burning the whole animal on the altar, Aaron was vividly expressing his complete commitment and the complete commitment of the people to God.

C.
As Paul says in Romans 12:1, "I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your logical act of worship."

D.
Application--Therefore, we should come near to God to devote ourselves completely to him. 
IV.
Christians should come near to God because Jesus has made atonement for them by forgiving their sins.

A.
Aaron made atonement for himself and the people by sacrificing a bull and a ram as sin offerings. The sin offering was a provision of God's grace for the forgiveness of sin. 

B.
Aaron lay his hand on the head of the animal used for the sin offering to identify with it. He then slaughtered the animal, sprinkled the blood around the atonement cover, burned the choice portions on the altar, poured the remaining blood around the altar, and burned the refuse outside the camp. Aaron was vividly depicting the animal for the sin offering taking the place of himself and the people.
C.
As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:21, "For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God" (ESV). 
D.
Application--Therefore, we should come near to God because Jesus made atonement for us by forgiving our sins.

V.
Christians should come near to God because Jesus has made atonement for them by cleansing and consecrating them.

A.
The LORD instructed Aaron to make atonement for the most holy place, the tent of meeting, and the altar. Making atonement for the most holy place, the tent of meeting, and the altar was necessary because they had been contaminated by the sins of the people. If Aaron did not make atonement for the most holy place, the tent of meeting, and the altar God would no longer live among them.
B.
The LORD explains to Aaron how to make atonement for the altar in verses 18-19, "Then he will go out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it. He will take from the blood of the bull and from the blood of the goat and put it on the horns around the altar. 19He will sprinkle from the blood on it with his finger seven times and he will cleanse and consecrate it from the unclean deeds of the sons of Israel." The blood or life of the sin offerings cleansed and consecrated the altar from the unclean deeds of the people so that God could continue to live among them. 

C.
Jesus cleanses and consecrates us by his blood. As Hebrews 9:13-14 says, "For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a cow, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God" (ESV).

D.
The refrain of the old gospel hymn asks, "Are you washed in the blood, in the soul-cleansing blood of the Lamb? Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?" 
E.
Application--We should come near to God because Jesus has made atonement for us by cleansing and consecrating us.

VI.
Christians should come near to God because Jesus has made atonement for them by taking their sins far away.

A.
The LORD instructed Aaron to bring two goats, one for a sin offering and one for Azazel.

B.
The LORD explains to Aaron how to make atonement with the goat for Azazel in verses 21-22, "21Aaron will lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat and he will confess over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their transgressions, to all their sins and he will put them on the head of the goat and send the goat into the wilderness by the hand of the man prepared. The goat will carry on it all their transgressions to an isolated land, and he will release it in the wilderness." 
C.
Azazel is sometimes translated "scapegoat." Jesus is our scapegoat because be carried our sins far away. As Paul says in Colossians 2:13-14, "13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross" (NIV).
D.
Application--Therefore, we should come near to God because Jesus has made atonement for us by taking our sins far away.

VII.
Christians should come near to God because Jesus has made atonement for them by covering their sins and restoring their relationship with him.

A.
The LORD instructed Aaron to seek God's gracious atonement through sin offerings, the goat for Azazel, and burnt offerings. 
B.
The verb "to make atonement" literally means "to cover." Jesus covers our sins!
C.
The verb "to make atonement" is used to refer to the process of reconciling parties that had formerly been estranged. As Paul says in Colossians 1:21-22, "21Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation" (NIV). 

D.
Application--Therefore, we should come near to God because Jesus has covered our sins and restored our relationship with him.
Conclusion

The Day of Atonement was the most important date on the Hebrew calendar. On this day the people of Israel sought atonement from the LORD so that he would continue to live among them. We don't need to observe these rituals because they have been fulfilled in Jesus. However, we do need to seek God's gracious atonement so that he will continue to be with us. We should humbly and respectfully come near to God to seek his gracious atonement and devote ourselves completely to him because Jesus made atonement for us by forgiving our sins, cleansing and consecrating us, taking our sins far away, and covering our sins and restoring our relationship with him.
CHAPTER TEN
A PERFECT RED COW
Numbers 19:1-22

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation

19:1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 2"This is the statute of the law that the LORD has commanded saying, 'Speak to the sons of Israel so they will bring you a perfect red cow on which there is no defect, and on which a yoke has not been placed. 3You will give it to Eleazar the priest, and he will have it taken outside the camp and slaughtered before his eyes. 4Eleazar the priest will take from its blood with his finger and sprinkle its blood toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times. 5The cow shall be burned before his eyes. Its skin, its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, must be burned. 6The priest will take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn and throw them in the midst of the burning cow. 7Then the priest will launder his clothes and wash his flesh in water, and afterward he may come into the camp, but the priest will be unclean until evening. 8The one who burns the cow will launder his clothes in water and wash his flesh in water but will be unclean until evening. 9A clean man will gather up the ashes of the cow and put [them] outside the camp in a clean place. It will be for the congregation of the sons of Israel to keep for the water for impurity; it is a sin offering. 10The one who gathers the ashes of the cow will launder his clothes and be unclean until evening. This will be a statute forever for the sons of Israel and for the sojourner who sojourns among them. 

11Whoever touches the death of any person, will be unclean seven days. 12He himself must cleanse himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, he will be clean. But if he does not cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will by no means be clean. 13Whosoever touches death, a person who dies, and does not cleanse himself, defiles the tabernacle of the LORD. That person will be cut off from Israel because the water for impurity was not sprinkled on him. He is unclean! His uncleanness is still on him! 
14This is the law when someone dies in a tent: whosoever comes to the tent and everyone who is in the tent will be unclean seven days. 15Every open vessel that has no fastener is unclean. 16Everyone who touches someone killed with a sword or died, or a human bone, or a grave on the surface of a field will be unclean seven days. 17For the unclean they will take from the burnt ashes of the sin offering and add living water in a vessel. 18Then a clean person will take hyssop and dip it in the water and sprinkle it on the tent and on all the vessels and on the persons who were there and on whoever touched the bone, or the slain, or the dead, or the grave. 19The clean person will sprinkle it on the unclean person on the third day and on the seventh day and he will cleanse him, and he will launder his clothes and wash in water and he will be clean in the evening. 

20A man who is unclean and does not cleanse himself, that person will be cut off from the midst of the assembly because he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD. The water for impurity has not been sprinkled on him! He is unclean! 21It will be a statute forever for them. The one who sprinkles the water for impurity will launder his clothes, and the one who touches the water for impurity will be unclean until evening. 22Everything that touches him, the unclean person, will be unclean, and the person who touches [it] will be unclean until evening."
Background and Purpose

The passage describes a setting in which someone is in danger of becoming ceremonially unclean by touching a dead body or going into a tent where someone has died. Being ceremonially unclean would disqualify him from approaching the LORD and result in him defiling the tent of meeting if he failed to purify himself. Underlying the danger of becoming ceremonially unclean by touching a dead body or going into a tent where someone has died is a more insidious threat. This passage anticipates a situation in which the readers may be exposed to corrupt people and be defiled by their influence. Being corrupted by corrupt people would disqualify them from approaching the LORD and defile their worship. The purpose of the passage was to give instructions for sacrificing a red cow as a sin offering, burning it completely outside the camp, mixing its ashes with water, and sprinkling the ashes on the unclean person to purify him. More specifically the purpose of the passage was to exhort God's people who have been defiled by corrupt people to cleanse themselves with the water for impurity.
Literary Context and Role

The Book of Numbers follows a rough chronological order that narrates the period from the giving of the law at Sinai to the next generation preparing to enter the promised land. Chapters 1-10 narrate the first census of the people of Israel, the consecration of the tabernacle and Levites, and the people starting out with the LORD in the lead. Chapters 11-19 narrate the grumbling and complaining of the people of Israel, their lack of faith and refusal to enter the land, and their condemnation to wander in the wilderness for 40 years. Chapters 20-25 narrate the journey of the next generation to Canaan, Balaam's blessing, and their seduction by Moab. Chapters 26-36 narrate the new census of the people and instructions for holy days and offerings the allotment of the land. This passage concludes the second section that narrates the grumbling and complaining of the people, their lack of faith and refusal to enter the land, and their condemnation to wander in the wilderness for 40 years. This is the only place in the Bible where the red cow is directly referenced.
Form and Function

This passage can be classified as exhortation. Simply put, the key elements of exhortation are commands and/or prohibitions and reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibition indicate the appropriate response and the reasoned argument provide the rationale for obedience. In this passage the people of Israel are indirectly commanded to bring a red cow. Eliazer is commanded to have it taken outside the camp and slaughtered, take some of its blood and sprinkle it toward the tent of meeting, and have the cow completely burned. The priest is commanded to throw cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn in the midst of the burning cow and wash his clothes and body. The one who burns the cow is commanded to wash his clothes and bathe his flesh. A clean man is commanded to gather the ashes, put them outside the camp in a clean place, and launder his clothes. Anyone who touches a dead body is commanded to cleanse himself. The priests are commanded to take the ashes and add living water. A clean man is commanded to take hyssop and dip it in the water and sprinkle it on the tent and the vessels and people in it that touched a dead body and wash his clothes and body. Obedience is motivated by the assurance that the one who cleanses himself will be clean and able to enter the camp and the warning that the one who does not cleanse himself will remain unclean and be cut off from the congregation of Israel.  However, there is a limit to what can be understood about this passage by interpreting it as an exhortation. This passage is a unique form of exhortation that contains ritual laws. These religious rituals have an underlying meaning that can be understood by considering what is inherent in the ritual and what is explained about the ritual in the passage and the rest of the Old Testament.  This requires some imagination; however, it is necessary to avoid using too much imagination because the results are too subjective. 

Strategy and Structure

The structure of the passage moves progressively from instructions for preparing the ashes of the red cow (1-10), to an exhortation for the one who has touched a dead body to cleanse himself (11-13), to instructions for cleansing an unclean person with the water for impurity (14-22). However, there is a considerable amount of repetition and overlap within these divisions.
I.
Instructions for the Red Cow (19:1-10)

A.
The LORD Instructs Moses and Aaron to Tell the People to Bring a Perfect Red Cow (1-2)

B.
The LORD Gives Instructions for Eliazar the Priest (3-7)
1.
To have the cow slaughtered before his eyes (3)

2.
To sprinkle its blood toward the tent of meeting (4)

3.
To have it burned completely before his eyes (5)

4.
To throw cedarwood, hyssop, and scarlet year on the burning cow (6)

5.
To launder his clothes and wash his flesh (7)

C.
The LORD Gives Concluding Instructions and Explanations (8-10)

1.
Instructions for the one who burns the cow to launder his clothes and wash his flesh (8)

2.
Instructions for a clean man to gather the ashes and put them in a clean place (9a)
3.
Explanation of the significance of the ashes (9b)

4.
Instruction for the one who gathered the ashes to wash his clothes (10a)

5.
Instructions for making this a statute forever (10b)

II.
Exhortation to Cleanse Oneself (19:11-13)
A.
The LORD Warns that Anyone Who Touches a Dead Man Will Be Unclean (11)

B.
The LORD Commands the One Who Touches a Dead Man to Cleanse Himself (12a)

C.
The LORD Warns that the One Who Does Not Cleanse Himself 

1.
Remains Unclean (12b)

2.
Defiles the Tabernacle of the LORD (13a)
3.
Will be cut off from Israel (13b)

III.
Instructions for the Water for Impurity (19:14-22)
A.
The LORD Warns that Anyone and Any Vessel in a Tent when Someone Dies Is Unclean (14-15a)

B.
The LORD Warns that Anyone Who Comes in Contact with Death in Other Ways Is Unclean (16)

C.
The LORD Gives Instructions for Cleansing with the Water for Impurity (17-19) 

1.
The ashes of the red cow will be combined with water (17)

2.
A clean person will sprinkle the water on the tent, the vessels in the tent, and the persons in the tent or who have been exposed to death in other ways (18)

3.
A clean person will cleanse the unclean person by sprinkling the water on him on the third and seventh day (19a) 

4.
The clean person who cleansed the unclean person will launder his clothes and wash himself (19b) 

D.
The LORD Warns that a Man who Does Not Cleanse Himself (20)

1.
Will be cut off from Israel because he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD 
2.
Remains unclean because the water for impurity has not been sprinkled on him

E.
The LORD Gives Concluding Instructions and Warnings (21-22)
1.
The ritual for the water for impurity is made a statute forever (21a)

2.
The one who sprinkles the water for impurity is to launder his clothes (21b)

3.
Warning that anything that touches an unclean person will be unclean and contaminate others (22)

Message 

When God's people sin, they should cleanse themselves because the LORD has graciously provided a red cow for a sin offering and its ashes can purify them from the defilement of sin. When God's people sin, they should cleanse themselves by being sprinkled with the water for impurity so they can be clean rather than remain unclean, defile the tabernacle, and be cut off from Israel. When God's people sin, they should cleanse themselves by being sprinkled with the water for impurity so they can be clean rather than remain unclean, defile the tabernacle and be cut off from Israel, and contaminate others with their uncleanness.

Analysis of the Details

Preparing the Red Cow
The LORD gives instructions to Moses and Aaron for preparing a red cow for a sin offering in 19:1-10. The LORD instructs them to tell the people to bring a perfect red cow in verses 1-2, "1The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, '2This is the statute of the law that the LORD has commanded saying, Speak to the sons of Israel so they will bring you a perfect red cow on which there is no defect, and on which a yoke has not been placed.'" The noun translated "cow" is commonly translated "heifer;" however, as Gray observes, the noun "does not define the age or condition of the animal; it means simply a female of the bovine kind. “Heifer” (RV.) is wrong; for פרה is used in 1 S. 6:7 of cows that had borne calves; cp. also Job 21:10 and the metaphorical use in Am. 4:1" (Gray, 249). The absolute adjective is used to emphasize that the red cow must be "perfect." The need for the red cow to be perfect is emphasized with the superfluous phrase "on which there is no defect." The cow probably must be red to associate it with the blood of the sin offering. Cole says, "The redness of the cow reflected the color of blood, as did the other sacrificial elements burned with the cow" (Cole, 306). The cow must not have ever had a yoke placed upon it because it is reserved for the sole purpose of purifying people from sin. The LORD gives instructions to Moses and Aaron for Eliazar the priest to prepare the red cow in verses 3-7. First, the LORD gives instructions for Eliazar the priest to have the cow slaughtered before him in verse 3, "3You will give it to Eleazar the priest, and he will have it taken outside the camp and slaughtered before his eyes." Eliazar must be an eyewitness to the slaughter of the cow to ensure that it is done as the LORD commanded. Second, the LORD gives instructions for Eliazar to sprinkle the cow's blood toward the tent of meeting in verse 4, "4Eleazar the priest will take from its blood with his finger and sprinkle its blood toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times." Seven was a number of completion in Hebrew numerology and blood was equated with life. The blood was sprinkled seven times toward the tent of meeting to vividly appeal for the LORD to accept the blood or life of the cow in place of the blood or life of the unclean person and cleanse him completely. Third, the LORD gives instructions for Eliazar to have the cow burned before him in verse 5, "5The cow will be burned before his eyes. Its skin, its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, must be burned." The cow must be burned before him to ensure that it is done as the LORD commanded. The comprehensive list of the parts of the cow emphasizes that the cow must be burned completely. An absolute command is used to emphasize that the cow "must" be burned completely. Fourth, the LORD gives instructions for Eliazar to throw cedarwood, hyssop, and scarlet yarn on the burning cow in verse 6, "6The priest will take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn and throw them in the midst of the burning cow." Though Eliazar is not named here, the priest is Eliazar. The significance of the cedarwood, hyssop, and scarlet yarn is uncertain. Cedarwood is often conjectured to symbolize strength and endurance. Owens says, "The priest would add cedarwood for its natural longevity, hyssop for its cleansing qualities, and scarlet stuff as a symbol of life (cf. Lev. 14:4, 6, 49, 51-52) to the fire which burned the animal" (Owens, 134). Hyssop was often used to sprinkle blood or water in purification rituals. The red yarn could represent the blood of the sacrifices and symbolize atonement. Fifth, the LORD gives instructions for Eliazar to launder his clothes and wash his flesh in verse 7, "7Then the priest will launder his clothes and wash his flesh in water, and afterward he may come into the camp, but the priest will be unclean until evening." The ceremonial washing of his clothes and flesh was required because he had been exposed to the death of the cow. This ritual was a provision of God's grace to cleanse him so that he could return to the camp of God's people.
The LORD gives Moses and Aaron some concluding instructions in verses 8-10. First, the LORD gives instructions for the one who burns the cow to wash his clothes and body in verse 8, "8The one who burns the cow will launder his clothes in water and wash his flesh in water, but will be unclean until evening." The one who burned the cow was required to wash his clothes and body because he had been exposed to the death of the cow. This ceremonial washing was a provision of God's grace to cleanse him so that he could return to the camp of God's people. Second, the LORD gives instructions for a clean man to gather the ashes and put them outside the camp in a clean place in the first part of verse 9, "9A clean man will gather up the ashes of the cow and put [them] outside the camp in a clean place." A "clean man" was required to gather up the ashes and take them to a "clean place" outside the camp so they would not be defiled. The ashes probably were taken "outside the camp" so they would not be exposed to the uncleanness of the people in the camp. Third, the LORD explains the significance of the ashes in the second part of verse 9, "It will be for the congregation of the sons of Israel to keep for the water for impurity; it is a sin offering." As will be shown, the ashes of the red cow will be combined with water to purify those who have been exposed to the corruption of death. Like other sin offerings it makes atonement by purifying from sin. Fourth, the LORD gives instructions for the one who gathers the ashes to launder his clothes in the first part of verse 10, "10The one who gathers the ashes of the cow will launder his clothes and be unclean until evening." The one who gathered the ashes of the cow was required to wash his clothes and body because he had been exposed to the remnants of the dead animal. This ceremonial washing was a provision of God's grace to cleanse him so that he could return to the camp of God's people. Finally, the LORD makes this a statute forever in the second part of verse 10, "This will be a statute forever for the sons of Israel and for the sojourner who sojourns among them." "This" is the ritual for preparing the ashes of red cow.  The absolute temporal noun is used to emphasize that the provision of the ashes of the red cow would be a statute "forever." The red cow was a sin offering and its ashes when combined with water and sprinkled on an unclean person cleansed from corruption. Though the remainder of the passage indicates that the presenting issue is defilement from a dead body, the underlying issue addressed by this ritual law is defilement from sin. There is nothing in the red cow or its ashes that can cleanse from the corruption of sin apart from God. The red cow and its ashes are a provision of God's grace to purify from of sin. Therefore, when God's people sin, they should cleanse themselves because the LORD has graciously provided a red cow for a sin offering and its ashes can purify them from the defilement of sin. 
Exhortation to Cleanse Oneself
The LORD exhorts the one who is unclean because he touched a dead body to cleanse himself in 19:11-13. The LORD declares that anyone who touches a dead person will be unclean in verse 11, "11Whoever touches the death of any human being, will be unclean seven days." The absolute use of the participle is with the absolute noun to emphasize that "Whoever" touches the death of "any" dead person will be unclean seven days. The result of ceremonial uncleanness was that the unclean person was unfit for coming into the presence of the LORD. The LORD commands the one who touches a dead person to cleanse himself in the first part of verse 12, "12He himself must cleanse himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, he will be clean." An emphatic subject pronoun is used in an absolute command to emphasize that "He himself must cleanse himself." As will be seen, being cleansed is something others must do for him. Nonetheless, he is personally responsible! The article is used to indicate that "the water" is the water for impurity that has been mixed with the ashes of the red cow. Three and seven are numbers of completeness in Hebrew numerology. An unclean man must be cleansed on the third and seventh day so that he is completely cleansed. The perfect state is used to emphasize that as a result he "will" be clean. The LORD warns that anyone who does not cleanse himself remains unclean, defiles the tabernacle of the LORD, and will be cut off from Israel in the second part of verse 12 and verse 13, "But if he does not cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will by no means be clean. 13Whosoever touches death, a person who dies, and does not cleanse himself, defiles the tabernacle of the LORD. That person will be cut off from Israel because the water for impurity was not sprinkled on him. He is unclean! His uncleanness is still on him!" An absolute denial is used to emphasize that the person who does not cleanse himself "will by no means" be clean. Indeed, verse 13 reemphasizes by repetition that "He is unclean! His uncleanness is still on him!" As a result, his uncleanness defiles the tabernacle of the LORD. The tabernacle was the tent where God lived among his people. His uncleanness defiled the tabernacle where God lived and threatened his continuing presence among them. What is more, the unclean person will be cut off from Israel. He will be banished and must fend for himself with little chance of surviving on his own. Though the passage indicates that the presenting issue is defilement from a dead body, the underlying issue addressed by this ritual law is defilement from sin. There is nothing in the water for purification that can cleanse defilement from sin apart from God. The water for impurity is a provision of God's grace to cleanse defilement from sin. Therefore, when God's people sin, they should cleanse themselves by being sprinkled with the water for impurity so they can be clean rather than remain unclean, defile the tabernacle, and be cut off from Israel. 

Instructions for the Water 

For Impurity
The LORD gives instructions for cleansing an unclean person with the water for impurity in 19:14-22. The LORD declares that anyone in a tent and any unsealed vessel in it is unclean when someone dies in verses 14-15, "14This is the law when someone dies in a tent: whosoever comes to the tent and everyone who is in the tent will be unclean seven days. 15Every open vessel that has no fastener is unclean." The absolute noun and the absolute use of the participle are used to emphasize that "whosoever" comes to the tent will be unclean. Absolute nouns are used to emphasize that "everyone" and "Every" unsealed vessel in the tent will be unclean. Even being in an enclosed space with a dead body will make them unclean. The LORD declares that anyone who is exposed to death in other ways is also unclean in verse 16, "16Everyone who touches someone killed with a sword or died, or a human bone, or a grave on the surface of a field will be unclean seven days." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that "Everyone" who touches someone killed with the sword or who died from natural causes or a human bone or a grave will be unclean. This comprehensive list emphasizes that anyone who is exposed to a dead body, no matter how the person died or what the condition of the body, will be unclean. The result of ceremonial uncleanness was that the unclean person was unfit to come into the presence of the LORD.
The LORD gives instructions for cleansing an unclean person in verses 17-19. First, the LORD gives instructions for combining the ashes with water in verse 17, "17For the unclean they will take from the burnt ashes of the sin offering and add living water in a vessel." The burnt ashes are the remnants of the red cow that was slaughtered and burned as a sin offering. Living water is water that flows freely like a river rather than stagnant water. Living water is an appropriate symbol for life in contrast to the stagnant water. This mixture vividly depicts the life that is made possible by the atonement of the sin offering. In addition, mixing the ashes with water makes it possible for the water for impurity to be sprinkled on the unclean tent and the persons and vessels within it as well as those who have been exposed to death in other ways. Second, the LORD gives instructions for a clean person to sprinkle the water on the tent and the vessels and the persons in the tent, as well as the persons who have been exposed to death in other ways in verse 18, "18Then a clean person will take hyssop and dip it in the water and sprinkle it on the tent and on all the vessels and on the persons who were there and on whoever touched the bone, or the slain, or the dead, or the grave." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that a clean person will sprinkle the water for impurity on "all" the vessels in the tent. The absolute use of the participle is used to emphasize that a clean person will sprinkle the water on "whoever" touched someone killed with the sword or who died from natural or a human bone or a grave. Third, the LORD gives instructions for a clean person to sprinkle the water for impurity on the unclean person on the third and seventh days in the first part of verse 19, "19The clean person will sprinkle it on the unclean person on the third day and on the seventh day and he will cleanse him." Three and seven were numbers of completeness in Hebrew numerology. An unclean man must be cleansed on the third and seventh day so that he will be completely cleansed. There is nothing inherent in the ashes or the water apart from God. The water for impurity is a provision of God's grace to cleanse those who have been defiled by sin. Fourth, the LORD gives instructions for the clean person who sprinkled the water for impurity to launder his clothes and wash himself in the second part of verse 19, "and he will launder his clothes and wash in water and he will be clean in the evening." The clean person who sprinkled the water for impurity was required to wash his clothes and body because he had been exposed to the unclean tent, vessels, people, etc. This ceremonial washing was a provision of God's grace to cleanse him so that he would be clean in the evening.
The LORD warns Moses and Aaron that the man who does not cleanse himself will be cut off from Israel because be defiled the sanctuary in verse 20, "20A man who is unclean and does not cleanse himself, that person will be cut off from the midst of the assembly because he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD. The water for impurity has not been sprinkled on him! He is unclean!" To be cut off means that he is banished from the assembly or community of Israel. As a result, he would need to fend for himself and have little chance of survival on his own. The reason for such a severe punishment was that "he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD." The "sanctuary" is another word for the tabernacle and tent of meeting where God lived among his people with a special emphasis on the refuge that it provides. However, the uncleanness of the man has threatened God's continuing presence there and the sanctuary he provides. 
The LORD gives Moses and Aaron some concluding instructions in verses 21-22. The LORD makes this a statute forever in the first part of verse 21, "21It will be a statute forever for them." "It" is the provision of the water for impurity. "It" is the ritual for cleansing with the water for impurity. The absolute temporal noun is used to emphasize that the provision of the water for impurity would be a statute "forever" for them. The LORD gives instructions for the one who sprinkles the water for impurity to launder his clothes in the second part of verse 21, "The one who sprinkles the water for impurity will launder his clothes, and the one who touches the water for impurity will be unclean until evening." The clean person who sprinkled the water for impurity was required to wash his clothes and body (See verse 19) because he had been exposed to the unclean tent, vessels, and people. This ceremonial washing was a provision of God's grace to cleanse him so that he would be clean in the evening. The LORD warns that anything that touches an unclean person will be unclean and contaminate others in verse 22, "22Everything that touches him, the unclean person, will be unclean, and the person who touches [it] will be unclean until evening." The absolute noun is used with the relative pronoun to emphasize that "Everything" that touches the unclean person will be unclean. In addition, the person who touches anything that is unclean from touching the unclean person becomes unclean. Uncleanness is like a highly contagious disease that is easily passed on by contact with people and things that have been infected by the disease. Though the passage identifies the presenting issue as defilement from a dead body, the underlying issue is defilement from sin. There is nothing in the water for impurity that can cleanse defilement from sin apart from God. The water for impurity was a provision of God's grace to cleanse defilement from sin. Therefore, when God's people sin, they should cleanse themselves by being sprinkled with the water for impurity so they can be clean rather than remain unclean, defile the tabernacle and be cut off from Israel, and contaminate others with their uncleanness.
Application of the Message

The passage describes a setting in which someone might become ceremonially unclean by touching or being in close proximity to a dead body. Underlying the danger of becoming ceremonially unclean by a dead body was a more insidious threat, being exposed to corrupt people and being defiled by their influence. Christians today often are corrupted by the influence of ungodly people. This similarity between the original and modern situations provides a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation. However, there are obviously some contextual issues that need to be considered. Christians are no longer bound by the ritual laws of the Old Testament. They are not defiled by exposure to dead bodies. However, Christians are still bound by the underlying meaning of the ritual laws. They are often defiled by the influence of ungodly people. In addition, the New Testament teaches that the sacrifices of the Old Testament ritual laws are fulfilled by Jesus Christ and his death on the cross. Though the red cow is never explicitly said to be fulfilled in Jesus in the New Testament, some have seen "Jesus suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people" in Hebrew 13:12 to be an allusion to "it shall be taken outside the camp and slaughtered" in Numbers 19:3. What is more, Christians cannot defile the tabernacle or be cut off from Israel. Therefore, I have adjusted my statement of the message so that it reflects God's new revelation in Jesus Christ and related defiling the tabernacle and being cut off from Israel to the contextual equivalents of defiling their worship and being alienated from the church. The passage contains a considerable amount of repetition and overlapping so I have consolidated the message into a single statement. When Christians sin, they should repent and rely on Jesus to cleanse them from their sin rather than defile their worship, be alienated from God and the church, and contaminate others.
Communication of the Message

Title: A Perfect Red Cow
Objective: The objective of this message is to exhort Christians who sin to repent and turn to Jesus for cleansing.
Proposition: When Christians sin, they should repent and turn to Jesus because he will cleanse them from their sins so they will not defile their relationship with God, be alienated from the church, and defile others.
Introduction

Numbers 19 describes a setting in which someone might become unclean by touching or being in close proximity to a dead body. The Pentateuch has many ritual laws that warn against a great variety of things that could make someone unclean. Jesus relates these ritual laws regarding uncleanness to moral character and conduct. As Jesus says in Matthew 23:25-26, "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence!  Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup, so the outside of it may also become clean" (HCSB). Underlying the danger of becoming ceremonially unclean by a dead body was a more insidious threat, being exposed to corrupt people and being defiled by their influence. Read Numbers 19:1-22.
I.
When Christians sin, they should repent and turn to Jesus because he will cleanse them from their sins.
A.
The LORD gives instructions for selecting a perfect red cow, taking it outside the camp and slaughtering it, sprinkling its blood toward the tent of meeting, burning it completely outside the camp, gathering its ashes and storing them in a clean place outside the camp for the water for impurity.

B.
The LORD gives instructions for mixing the ashes with water, sprinkling the water for impurity on whoever has been defiled on the third and seventh days so that the unclean person would be clean.

C.
Jesus is our perfect red cow. As Hebrews 13:12 says, "So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood" (ESV). 
D.
As the old hymn asks and answers "What can wash away my sins? Nothing but the blood of Jesus."
E.
Application--When we sin, we should repent and turn to Jesus because he will cleanse us from our sins.

II.
When Christians sin, they should repent and turn to Jesus for cleansing so they will not defile their worship.

A.
The LORD repeatedly declares, "But if he does not cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will by no means be clean (12). He is unclean! His uncleanness is still on him!" (13). The water for impurity has not been sprinkled on him! He is unclean!" (20).
B.
The LORD says in verse 13, "Whosoever touches death, a human being who dies, and does not cleanse himself, defiles the tabernacle of the LORD." 
C.
The LORD says in verse 20, "A man who is unclean and does not cleanse himself, that person . . . has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD." 
D.
When Haggai asked the priests whether something holy becomes unclean if it touches someone unclean, they responded, "It does become unclean.” Then Haggai said, “So is it with this people, and with this nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with every work of their hands. And what they offer there is unclean."
E.
Application--When we sin, we should repent and turn to Jesus for cleansing so we will not defile our worship. 
III.
When Christians sin, they should repent and turn to Jesus for cleansing so we will not be estranged from the church.

A.
The LORD repeatedly warns, "That human being person will be cut off from Israel because the water for impurity was not sprinkled on him" (13) and "A man who is unclean and does not cleanse himself, that person will be cut off from the midst of the assembly because he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD" (20). To be cut off means that he is banished from the assembly or community of Israel. As a result, he would need to fend for himself and have little chance of survival on his own.
B.
In extreme cases sin requires church discipline (Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13). However, in most cases sin results in shame and estrangement from the church.
C.
Illustration of Self-Exile from the Church because of Shame
D.
Application--When we sin, we should repent and turn to Jesus for cleansing so  we will be alienated from the church.

IV.
When Christians sin, they should turn to Jesus for cleansing so they will not contaminate others.

A.
The LORD warns in verse 22, "22Everything that touches him, the unclean person, will be unclean, and the person who touches [it] will be unclean until evening." Uncleanness is not just passed on by direct contact, it is passed on by indirect contact as well.

B.
Uncleanness is like a highly contagious disease that is easily passed on by contact with people and things that have been infected by the disease.

C.
Doctors don't presume that they are immune from disease just because they are doctors and work at hospitals and clinics.  Indeed, they recognize that they are highly susceptible to disease because of their exposure to sick people.  As a result, doctors take special precautions to avoid infection.  The doctor is concerned for his own health; however, he is also concerned for the health of his patients.  If he is infected by one of his patients, he could easily pass on that infection to subsequent patients.  If he didn't take special precautions to avoid infection, he could become a killer rather than a healer and make his hospital or clinic a place of death rather than a place of life.

D. Application--When we sin, we should turn to Jesus for cleansing so we will not contaminate others.

Conclusion

Numbers 19 describes a setting in which someone might become unclean by touching or being in close proximity to a dead body. The Pentateuch has many ritual laws that warn against a great variety of things that could make someone unclean. Jesus relates these ritual laws regarding uncleanness to moral character and conduct. Underlying the danger of becoming unclean by contact with a dead body was a more insidious threat, being exposed to corrupt people and being defiled by their influence. Therefore, when we sin, we should turn to Jesus because he will cleanse us from our sins. When we sin, we should turn to Jesus for cleansing so we will not defile our worship. When we sin, we should turn to Jesus for cleansing so we will not be alienated from the church. When we sin, we should turn to Jesus for cleansing so we will not contaminate others.
CHAPTER ELEVEN
APPEAR BEFORE THE LORD
Deuteronomy 16:1-17

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation

16:1Guarding the month of Abib, you will observe the Passover to the LORD your God, because the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt at night in the month of Abib.  2You will sacrifice the Passover to the LORD from the flock or herd in the place where the LORD will choose for his name to dwell. 3You must not eat leavened bread with it.  For seven days you must eat unleavened bread with it, the bread of affliction, because in haste you left the land of Egypt and that you would remember the day of your departure from the land of Egypt all the days of your lives. 4Leaven must not be found with you in any of your territory for seven days, and the meat you sacrifice in the evening of the first day must not remain until morning.  5You must not sacrifice the Passover in just any of the towns the LORD your God is giving you. 6For at the place where the LORD your God chooses for his name to dwell you must sacrifice the Passover in the evening as the sun sets at the appointed time of your departure from Egypt. 7You will cook and eat in the place the LORD your God chooses, and you will return in the morning and go to your tents. 8You must eat unleavened bread for six days, and on the seventh day [will be] an assembly to the LORD your God. You must not do work! 

9Seven weeks you must count; you must begin to count from the start of the sickle [being put] to the standing grain. 10You will observe the Festival of Weeks to the LORD your God with a commensurate freewill offering from your hand which you should give according to what the LORD your God is blessing you. 11You will rejoice before the LORD your God--you and your son and your daughter and your male slave and your female slave and the Levite within your gates as well as the sojourner and the fatherless and the widow among you--in the place where the LORD your God chooses for his name to dwell. 12You will remember that you were slaves in Egypt and you will guard and do these statutes. 

13You must observe for yourself the Festival of Booths for seven days when you have gathered from your threshing floor and from your winepress.  14You will rejoice during your festival--you, your son and your daughter and your male slave and your female slave as well as the Levite and the sojourner and the fatherless and the widow within your gates. 15Seven days you must celebrate a festival for the LORD your God in the place he chooses, because the LORD your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, and you will be completely joyful. 

16Three times in a year all your males must appear before the LORD your God in the place he chooses--at the Festival of Unleavened Bread and at the Festival of Weeks and at the Festival of Booths. He must not appear before the LORD with nothing, 17each with the gift of his hand in accordance with the blessing the LORD your God will give to you. 

Background and Purpose

This passage describes a setting in which Moses is instructing the new generation of the people of Israel regarding the observance of the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths when they enter the land. This new generation of the people of Israel would face many challenges and temptations as they entered the land and could easily become distracted from worshipping and serving the LORD. They would have to battle with the hostile peoples and nations of the land and could easily become discouraged. They would be tempted to adopt the religious practices of the people of the land and could forsake the LORD their God. Indeed, that is precisely what happened! As Driver says, this passage "provides the Israelite with the means of periodically reminding himself, before God, of the obligations under which he lives, and of the spirit of grateful and ready acquiescence in which he should yield obedience to them" (Driver, 288). The purpose of this passage was to exhort this new generation to observe these three annual festivals so that they would remember all that the LORD had done for them and remain faithful to him. 

Literary Context and Role

The Book of Deuteronomy contains the last words of Moses to the new generation of the people of Israel to prepare them to enter the land. He reminds them of God's faithfulness and the failure of the previous generation and exhorts them to trust and obey God in chapters 1-4. He reviews the covenant obligations in chapters 5-26. He reveals the blessings and curses of the covenant and exhorts them to choose life and obedience in chapters 27-30. He commissions Joshua, assures them of God's faithfulness, and gives his final blessing in chapters 31-33. In conclusion, Moses' death is recounted in chapter 34. This passage is found in the section where Moses reviews the covenant obligations to prepare the new generation to enter the land (5-26). The role of this passage was to remind God's people that he delivered them from Egypt and supplied all their needs in the wilderness so that they would remain faithful to him.
Form and Function

This passage is within a narrative framework; however, it is exclusively exhortation. Simply put, exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions along with reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibitions indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide the rationale for obedience. These exhortations contain instructions for observing the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths. However, there is a limit to what can be understood about this passage by interpreting it as exhortation. This passage is a unique form of exhortation that consists of ritual laws. These religious rituals have an underlying meaning that can be understood by considering what is implicit in the religious ritual and what is explained about the religious ritual in the passage and the rest of the Old Testament. The Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread provided an opportunity for the people of Israel to reenact God's deliverance of them from slavery in Egypt and honor God. The Festival of Booths provided an opportunity for the people of Israel to remember their slavery in Egypt and give a freewill offering to God in gratitude for his blessings. The Festival of Booths provided an opportunity for the people of Israel to reenact God's provision when they were wandering in the wilderness and rejoice because of his blessings. As a whole, the three festivals provide an opportunity for God's people to come before the LORD and bring him gifts because of his blessings.
Strategy and Structure

The passage has a simple strategy and structure which gives instructions for the three annual festivals to the LORD: the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread (1-8), the Festival of Weeks (9-12), and the Festival of Booths (13-15). These instructions are concluded with an exhortation that emphasizes the necessity of each male coming before the LORD every year at these festivals with their gifts (16-17).

I.
The Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread (16:1-8)

A.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Observe the Passover (1-2)

B.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Eat Only Unleavened Bread (3-4a)

C.
The LORD Instructs Israel Not to Let the Meat Remain until Morning (4b)

D.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Sacrifice the Passover at the Time of Their Departure from Egypt (5-6)

E.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Eat the Passover and Return in the Morning (7)

F.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Eat Unleavened Bread for Six Days and Hold an Assembly on the Seventh Day (8)

II.
The Festival of Weeks (16:9-12)
A.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Count Seven Weeks from the Beginning of the Grain Harvest (9)

B.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Observe the Festival of Weeks with a Commensurate Freewill Offering (10)

C.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Rejoice during the Festival (11)

D.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Remember that They Were Slaves in Egypt and Carefully Observe These Statutes (12)

III.
The Festival of Booths (16:13-15)
A.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Observe the Festival of Booths (13)

B.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Rejoice during the Festival (14)

C.
The LORD Instructs Israel to Observe the Festival of Booths because of Their Blessings and Joy (15)

IV. The Three Festivals (16:16-17)
A.
The LORD Instructs All the Males to Appear before Him at These Three Festivals (16a)

B.
The LORD Instructs Them to Appear before Him with a Gift Commensurate with the Blessings of the LORD (16b-17)

Message 

God's people should come before the LORD and celebrate the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread every year at the place he will choose by refraining from work, eating only unleavened bread, and assembling for worship because he passed over them when he struck Egypt. God's people should come before the LORD and celebrate the Festival of Weeks every year at the place the LORD will choose with generous freewill offerings and great joy because he brought them out of slavery and blessed them. God's people should come before the LORD and celebrate the Festival of Booths every year at the place he will choose by living in booths because he provided for them in the wilderness, blessed all they did, and filled them with joy. God's people should come before the LORD every year at the place he will choose to celebrate the three pilgrimage festivals and bring a generous gift because he blessed them.
Analyzing the Details

The Passover and Festival of
Unleavened Bread

The LORD gives instructions for the observance of the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread in 17:1-8. The LORD instructs Israel to observe the Passover in verses 1-2, "1Guarding the month of Abib, you will observe the Passover to the LORD your God, because the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt at night in the month of Abib. 2You will sacrifice the Passover to the LORD from the flock or herd in the place where the LORD will choose for his name to dwell." They were to guard the month of Abib in the sense that they should not allow anything to impinge on the observation of the Passover. Nothing should detract from the observance of the Passover! The reason that they must prioritize the observance of the Passover was that it marked the time when the LORD their God brought them out of Egypt. The month of Abib was a time for remembering and reflecting on the LORD's deliverance of them from slavery in Egypt. It is interesting that at this point the Passover could be observed with an animal from the flock or herd. Craigie observes that "It is possible, however, that the passage of time between the first Passover in Egypt and the renewal of the covenant on the plains of Moab had led to a broadening of the original prescription" (Craigie, 242). They could not observe the Passover anywhere they chose but only at the place the LORD would choose for his name to dwell. The tabernacle had many temporary dwellings like Shiloh, but the LORD ultimately chose Jerusalem. The Passover was a pilgrimage festival to a place that would be known for the LORD's presence. They must come before the LORD regularly!
The LORD instructs Israel to eat only unleavened bread in verse 3 and the first part of verse 4, "3You must not eat leavened bread with it.  For seven days you must eat unleavened bread with it, the bread of affliction, because in haste you left the land of Egypt and that you would remember the day of your departure from the land of Egypt all the days of your lives. 4Leaven must not be found with you in any your territory for seven days." They are commanded repeatedly not to eat leavened bread and to only eat unleavened bread for emphasis. Two absolute prohibitions and an absolute command are used to emphasize that they "must not eat" leavened bread, "must eat" unleavened bread, and leaven "must not be found." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that leaven must not be found in "any" part of their territory. The unleavened bread is called "the bread of affliction" to remind them of the unleavened bread they ate when they hastily fled from Egypt. This bread served as a reminder of their departure from Egypt and God's grace in delivering them from slavery. An absolute noun is used to emphasize that they should remember this "all" the days of their lives. 

The LORD instructs Israel not to let the meat remain until morning in the second part of verse 4, "The meat you sacrifice in the evening of the first day must not remain until morning." An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that the meat they sacrifice "must not remain" until morning. This was a precaution to avoid the possibility that the meat of the Passover meal could be eaten as leftovers. They must guard the sanctity of the Passover! The LORD instructs Israel to sacrifice the Passover where and when he chooses in verses 5-6, "5You must not to sacrifice the Passover in just any of the towns the LORD your God is giving you. 6For at the place where the LORD your God chooses for his name to dwell you must sacrifice the Passover in the evening as the sun sets at the appointed time of your departure from Egypt." An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that they "must not" sacrifice the Passover in just any town. The number one is used absolutely to emphasize that they must not sacrifice the Passover in "just any" town. An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must sacrifice" the Passover at the place where God chooses for his name to dwell. The Passover was a pilgrimage festival to a place that would be known for the LORD's presence. They must come before the LORD regularly! An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must sacrifice" the Passover in the evening at the same time that they departed from Egypt. This links the Passover with their departure from Egypt so that the Passover would be an annual reminder of God's gracious deliverance of them from slavery in Egypt.  
The LORD instructs Israel to cook and eat the Passover in the place he chooses in verse 7, "7You will cook and eat in the place the LORD your God chooses, and you will return in the morning and go to your tents." For the third time the LORD insists that they must observe the Passover in the place he chooses. The Passover is a pilgrimage festival to a place that will be known for the LORD's presence. They must come before the LORD regularly! After observing the Passover, they can return in the morning to their tents. They can return to their places of temporary residence at the place where God has chosen. As Craigie says, "It should not be taken to mean 'go home' in a literal sense, however; after the sacrifice of the passover-animal, and the night of vigil which followed, then in the morning the people would return to their lodgings or tents, where they were staying for the duration of the festival" (Craigie, 244). The LORD instructs Israel to eat unleavened bread for six days and hold an assembly to the LORD on the seventh day in verse 8, "8You must eat unleavened bread for six days, and on the seventh day [will be] an assembly to the LORD your God. You must not do work." This is the Festival of Unleavened Bread. An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must eat" unleavened bread for six days. The unleavened bread was previously called "the bread of affliction" and it continues to serve as a reminder of God's gracious deliverance of them from slavery in Egypt. The festival was to conclude with a sacred assembly that gave the people an opportunity to worship the LORD because of his deliverance. An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that they "must not do" work. They must devote the day completely to worshipping the LORD! As the readers observe the LORD giving Israel instructions for the festival, they would be led to celebrate the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread. Therefore, God's people should come before the LORD and celebrate the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread every year at the place the LORD will choose by refraining from work, eating only unleavened bread, and assembling to worship because he passed over them when he struck Egypt.
The Festival of Weeks

The LORD gives instructions for the Festival of Weeks in 16:9-12. The LORD instructs Israel to count seven weeks from the beginning of the grain harvest in verse 9, "9Seven weeks you must count; you must begin to count from the start of the sickle [being put] to the standing grain." Absolute commands are used to emphasize that they "must" count and "must" begin to count from the start of grain harvest. The start of the grain harvest was marked by the offering of the first omer of grain that was harvested on the second day of the Passover (Leviticus 23:9-21). The Festival of Weeks gets its name from the counting of seven weeks from the beginning of the grain harvest. The Festival of Weeks was also called the Feast of Harvest and celebrated God's provision. The LORD instructs Israel to observe the Festival of Weeks with a commensurate freewill offering in verse 10, "10You will observe the Festival of Weeks to the LORD your God with a commensurate freewill offering from your hand which you should give according to what the LORD your God is blessing you." There was no way that they could really offer a commensurate gift. The LORD had blessed them far too much. However, they should give as much as the can. The more they have been blessed, the more they need to give to the LORD as an expression of gratitude for his blessing. The LORD commands Israel to rejoice in verse 11, "11You will rejoice before the LORD your God--you and your son and your daughter and your male slave and your female slave and the Levite within your gates as well as the sojourner and the fatherless and the widow among you--in the place where the LORD your God chooses for his name to dwell." The comprehensive list of different people and groups that are commanded to rejoice emphasizes that everyone who is part of the community of Israel should rejoice before the LORD. Even the fatherless and the widow have something about which they can rejoice. As Craigie says, "the memory was not simply to be of the Exodus, but was to be the basis of generosity toward the various persons mentioned in verse 11" (Craigie, 245). They should rejoice before the LORD because he is the one who has given them reason to rejoice.  Like the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread, they should observe the Festival of Weeks in the place the LORD chooses for his name to dwell. The Festival of Weeks was a pilgrimage festival to a place that will be known for the LORD's presence. They must come before the LORD regularly! As Craigie observes, "The solidarity of the covenant community would thus be expressed and strengthened each year, even when the population of the country would be spread out over a large geographical area" (Craigie, 245). The LORD instructs Israel to remember that they were slaves in Egypt and carefully observe these statutes in verse 12, "12You will remember that you were slaves in Egypt and you will on guard and do these statutes." They need to remember that they were slaves in Egypt so that they will rejoice no matter how much or how little the LORD has blessed them.  I have translated the final line of this verse literally, but the HCSB gets the sense across well with "you will carefully follow these statutes." As the readers observe the LORD giving instructions for the festival they would be led to observe the Festival of Weeks. Therefore, God's people should come before the LORD and celebrate the Festival of Weeks every year at the place he will choose with generous freewill offerings and great joy because he brought them out of slavery and blessed them.
The Festival of Booths

The LORD gives instructions for the Festival of Booths in 16:13-15. The LORD instructs Israel to observe the Festival of Booths in verse 13, "13You must observe for yourself the Festival of Booths for seven days when you have gathered from your threshing floor and from your winepress." An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" observe the Festival of Booths. The addition of "for yourselves" probably emphasizes their personal responsibility to observe the Festival of Booths. The Festival of Booths was also called the Festival of Ingathering and celebrated the harvest at the end of the agricultural year (Exodus 23:16). However, it is predominantly called the Festival of Booths because of the practice of living in temporary shelters in accordance with Leviticus 23:42-43, "42You are to live in booths for seven days. All the native-born of Israel must live in booths, 43so that your generations may know that I made the Israelites live in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt; I am Yahweh your God" (HCSB). Living in these booths corresponded to their experience when they fled Egypt and reminded them of God's deliverance of them from slavery in Egypt and provision for them in the wilderness. The LORD instructs Israel to rejoice during the festival in verse 14, "14You will rejoice during your festival--you, your son and your daughter and your male slave and your female slave as well as the Levite and the traveler and the fatherless and the widow within your gates." The comprehensive list of different people and groups emphasizes that everyone should rejoice. The inclusion of the fatherless and the widow emphasizes that everyone has a reason to rejoice.  The LORD instructs Israel to celebrate the Festival of Booths because of their blessings and joy in verse 15, "15Seven days you must celebrate a festival for the LORD your God in the place he chooses, because the LORD your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, and you will be completely joyful." An absolute command is used to emphasize that they "must" celebrate the festival for the LORD their God. Like the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened and the Festival of Weeks, they should observe the Festival of Booths at the place the LORD chooses for his name to dwell. The Festival of Booths was a pilgrimage festival to a place that wouldl be known for the LORD's presence. They must come before the LORD regularly! They must celebrate the Festival of Booths because he will bless them. Absolute nouns are used to emphasize that he will bless "all" their produce and "all" the work of their hands. They must also celebrate the Festival of Booths because they will be joyful. An absolute adverb is used to emphasize that they will be "completely" joyful. They will be completely joyful because the LORD has blessed them. As the readers observe the LORD giving instructions for the festival they would be led to celebrate the Festival of Booths.  Therefore, God's people should come before the LORD and celebrate the Festival of Booths every year at the place he will choose by living in booths because he provided for them in the wilderness, blessed all they do, and filled them with joy.
The Pilgrimage Festivals
The LORD gives instructions for the pilgrimage festivals in Deuteronomy 16:16-17. The LORD instructs all the males to appear before him at the three pilgrimage festivals in the first part of verse 16, "16Three times in a year all your males must appear before the LORD your God in the place he chooses--at the Festival of Unleavened Bread and at the Festival of Weeks and at the Festival of Booths." An absolute noun is used to emphasize that "all" the males must appear before the LORD three times a year at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths. An absolute command is used to emphasize that all the males "must appear" before the LORD. It is repeated once more that they must appear before the LORD in the place he chooses. All these festivals were pilgrimage festivals to a place that will be known for the LORD's presence. They must come before the LORD regularly! The LORD instructs Israel to appear before him with a gift commensurate with his blessing in the second part of verse 16 and verses 17, "He must not appear before the LORD with nothing, 17each with the gift of his hand in accordance with the blessing the LORD your God will give to you." An absolute prohibition is used to emphasize that they "must not" appear before the LORD with nothing. This is also a negative understatement that is equivalent to the emphatic command, "He must appear before the LORD with a generous gift!" The noun meaning "man" is used absolutely to emphasize that "each" man must appear with a gift. It was actually impossible for them to give a commensurate gift. The LORD had blessed them far too much. Instead, it emphasizes that they must give as much as they can as a fitting expression of their gratitude for the blessing of the LORD. As the readers observe the LORD giving instructions for the three pilgrimage festivals, they would be led to attend these festivals. Therefore, God's people should come before the LORD every year at the place he will choose and celebrate the three pilgrimage festivals and bring a generous gift because he blessed them.
Application of the Message

Christians today still face many challenges and temptations as they live in an ungodly world. As a result, they sometimes forget all that God has done for them and abandon him for a worldly life. This similarity between the original and modern situations provides a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the modern situation. However, the New Testament teaches that Jesus is the Passover lamb who takes away the sins of the world, delivers people from slavery to sin, and provides for and blesses those who follow him. As a result, Christians no longer need to celebrate the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths. However, what underlies these three festivals remains valid. Therefore, I have adapted the statements of the message in the original context so that the statements of the message in the modern situation take into consideration the impact of God's new revelation in Jesus Christ. Christians should come before the LORD regularly and celebrate his goodness by refraining from work and gathering to worship because he will pass over them when he judges the world through Jesus Christ. Christians should come before the LORD regularly and celebrate his goodness with freewill offerings and great joy because he brought them out of slavery to sin through Jesus Christ. Christians should come before the LORD regularly and celebrate his goodness because he provides for them, blesses them. and fills them with joy through Jesus Christ. Christians should come before the LORD regularly to celebrate his goodness with generous gifts because he blesses them through Jesus Christ.

Communication of the Message

Title: Appear before the LORD
Objective: The objective of this message is to exhort Christians to celebrate God's goodness through Jesus Christ.
Proposition: Christians should celebrate God's goodness because he will pass over them when he judges the world, he has delivered them from slavery to sin, he provides for them and blesses and fills them with joy through Jesus.
Introduction

Christians today face many challenges and temptations as they live in an ungodly world. As a result, they sometimes forget all that God has done for them and abandon him for a worldly life. Illustration of a Christian Who Forgot about the LORD. The people of Israel were also in danger of forgetting about all God had done for them when they encountered the challenges and temptation of the land of promise. To counter this threat the LORD established three festivals to remind them of his blessings. Christians don't need to celebrate these festivals, but they do need to remember and celebrate God's goodness so they will remain faithful to him. Read Deuteronomy 16:1-17.
I.
Christians should celebrate God's goodness because he will pass over them when he judges the world through Jesus.
A.
The LORD instructed Israel to sacrifice the Passover to remind them of when they marked their doorframes with the blood of the lamb and he passed over their houses when he passed through the houses of the Egyptians and killed their firstborn.

B.
The LORD instructed Israel to eat only unleavened bread or the bread of affliction to remind them that they did not have time to allow their bread to rise when he delivered them from Egypt and they had to hastily flee.

C.
The LORD instructed Israel to abstain from work and hold assemblies to worship him.  

D.
Jesus is our Passover Lamb! As John the Baptist declared when he saw Jesus coming toward him, "Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29 HCSB)
E.
Application--Therefore, we should celebrate God's goodness because he will pass over us when he judges the world.

II.
Christians should celebrate God's goodness because he has delivered them from slavery to sin through Jesus.

A.
The LORD instructed Israel to observe the Festival of Weeks. The Festival of Weeks gets its name from the counting of seven weeks from the beginning of the grain harvest. The Festival of Weeks was also called the Feast of Harvest and celebrated God's provision. 

B.
The LORD instructed Israel to observe the Festival of Weeks with a commensurate freewill offering as an expression of their gratitude for his blessings. This was impossible because they could never match the blessings of the LORD.  Nonetheless, they were to give as much as they could as a fitting expression of their gratitude for the blessings of the LORD.
C.
The LORD commands Israel to rejoice in verse 11, "11You will rejoice before the LORD your God--you and your son and your daughter and your male slave and your female slave and the Levite within your gates as well as the sojourner and the fatherless and the widow among you--in the place where the LORD your God chooses for his name to dwell." The comprehensive list of different people and groups that are commanded to rejoice emphasizes that everyone who is part of the community of Israel should rejoice before the LORD. 

D.
The LORD instructs Israel to remember that they were slaves in Egypt and carefully observe these statutes in verse 12, "12You will remember that you were slaves in Egypt and you will on guard and do these statutes." They needed to remember that they were slaves in Egypt so that they would recognize how much the LORD had blessed them. 

E.
Jesus is our Deliverer! As Paul says in Titus 3:3-6, "3For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior" (ESV).

F.
Application--Therefore, we should celebrate God's goodness because he has delivered us from slavery to sin through Jesus.
III.
Christians should celebrate God's goodness because he provides for them and blesses and fills them with joy through Jesus.

A.
The LORD instructed Israel to observe the Festival of Booths. The Festival of Booths was also called the Festival of Ingathering and celebrated God's provision at the end of the agricultural year. However, it is predominantly called the Festival of Booths because of the practice of living in temporary shelters. Living in these booths reminded them of God's provision for them in the wilderness. 
B.
The LORD instructs Israel to rejoice during the festival in verse 14, "14You will rejoice during your festival--you, your son and your daughter and your male slave and your female slave as well as the Levite and the traveler and the fatherless and the widow within your gates." 
C.
The LORD explains that they should celebrate the Festival of Booths because he will bless them and fill them with joy in verse 15, "15Seven days you must celebrate a festival for the LORD your God in the place he chooses, because the LORD your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, and you will be completely joyful." 
D.
Jesus is our Provider! As Paul says in Philippians 4:19, "And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus" (HCSB). 
E.
Application--Therefore, we should celebrate God's goodness because he provides for us and blesses and fills us with joy through Jesus.
Conclusion

We face many challenges and temptations as we live in an ungodly world. As a result, we may forget all that God has done for us and abandon him for the world. The people of Israel were also in danger of forgetting about all God had done for them and forsaking him. To counter this threat the LORD established three festivals to remind them of his blessings. We don't need to celebrate these festivals, but we do need to remember and celebrate God's goodness so we will remain faithful. We should celebrate God's goodness because he will pass over us when he judges the world through Jesus, he has delivered us from slavery to sin through Jesus, and he provides for us and blesses and fills us with joy through Jesus.
CHAPTER TWELVE
I HAVE BROUGHT THE FIRST FRUIT
Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Study of the Passage

Text and Translation

26:1It will be that you will enter the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance and you will take possession of it and settle in it. 2Then you will take from the first of all the produce of the ground which you bring from your land which the LORD your God is giving you and you will put it in a basket and go to the place which the LORD your God chooses for his name to dwell. 3Then you will come to the priest who is [serving] in those days and you will say to him, "Today I acknowledge to the LORD your God that I have entered the land the LORD swore to our fathers to give us." 

4Then the priest will take the basket from your hand and place it in front of the altar of the LORD your God. 5You will answer and say in front of the LORD your God: 

My father was a dying Aramean, and he went down to Egypt with few people and sojourned there.  There he became a great nation, mighty and many. 6But the Egyptians mistreated us and oppressed us and burdened us with hard labor. 7So we cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our oppression, hardship, and affliction.  8Then the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with great terror, and with signs and with wonders. 9He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  10Now behold! I have brought the first fruit of the ground which you have given me LORD. 

Then you will place it in front of the LORD your God and bow down in front of the LORD your God. 11You will rejoice in all the good the LORD your God has given you--you and the Levite and the sojourner in your midst. 
Background and Purpose

This passage describes a setting in which Moses is instructing the new generation of the people of Israel regarding the giving of the firstfruits to the LORD when they enter the land. This new generation of the people of Israel would face many challenges and temptations as they entered the land and could easily become distracted from worshipping and serving the LORD. They would have to battle with the hostile peoples and nations of the land and could easily become discouraged. They would be tempted to adopt the religious practices of the people of the land and could forsake the LORD their God. Indeed, that is precisely what happened! Therefore, the purpose of this passage was to exhort this new generation to present their firstfruits before the LORD so that they would remember all that he had done for them and continue to remain faithful to him. 
Literary Context and Role

The Book of Deuteronomy contains the words of Moses to the new generation of the people of Israel to prepare them to enter the land. He reminds them of God's faithfulness and the failure of the previous generation and exhorts them to trust and obey God in chapters 1-4. He reviews the covenant obligations in chapters 5-26. He reveals the blessings and curses of the covenant and exhorts them to choose life and obedience in chapters 27-30. He commissions Joshua, assures them of God's faithfulness, and gives his final blessing in chapters 31-33. In conclusion, Moses' death is recounted in chapter 34. This passage is found in the section where Moses reviews the covenant obligations to prepare the new generation for the challenges and temptations that they would encounter after entering the land (5-26). This passage prepares God's people for the challenges and temptations they would encounter by giving them instruction for giving the LORD their firstfruits, acknowledging and testifying to his faithfulness, and leading them to bow down and rejoice for all that he has done for them. "Other regulations concerning the firstfruits are found in 12:17-18 f; 14:22; and 26:12" (Watts 269).

Form and Function

This passage is within a narrative framework; however, it is exclusively exhortation. Simply put, exhortation contains commands and/or prohibitions along with reasoned arguments. The commands and prohibitions indicate the appropriate response, and the reasoned arguments provide the rationale for obedience. These exhortations contain instructions for presenting their firstfruits before the LORD their God. However, there is a limit to what can be understood about this passage by interpreting it as exhortation. This passage is a unique form of exhortation that consists of ritual laws. These religious rituals have an underlying meaning that can be understood by considering what is implicit in the religious ritual and what is explained about the religious ritual in the passage and elsewhere in the Old Testament. When the people presented their firstfruits they were also instructed to acknowledge not only to the LORD's faithfulness to make their harvest bountiful, but also to testify to the LORD's faithfulness to make Jacob into a great nation, deliver Israel from bondage in Egypt, and give them this bountiful land. In the final verse of the passage, they are also instructed to bow down and rejoice before the LORD. By acknowledging and testifying to the LORD's faithfulness and bowing down and rejoicing before the LORD the faith of the readers would be strengthened and they would have new determination to remain loyal to the LORD.

Strategy and Structure

The passage is built around Moses' instructions for the presentation of their firstfruits before the LORD. They are to bring the firstfruits, give their firstfruits to the priest, and place their firstfruits before the LORD. At each stage of their presentation of their firstfruits Moses instructs them to say or do something that gives meaning to the ritual. In verses 1-3 Moses instructs them to acknowledge that the LORD faithfully brought them to the land. In verses 4-10a Moses instructs them testify that the LORD faithfully made Jacob into a great nation (5), delivered them from slavery in Egypt (6-8), gave them this beautiful land (9), and blessed them with the fruit of the ground (10a). In verses 10a-11 Moses instructs them to bow down before the LORD and rejoice.
I.
Acknowledgment of the LORD's Faithfulness (26:1-3)

A.
Moses Assures the People that They Will Take Possession of and Settle in the Land (1)

B.
Moses Instructs the People to Bring Some of the Firstfruits of the Land to the Place the LORD Chooses (2)

C.
Moses Instructs the People to Acknowledge that the LORD Faithfully Brought Them to the Land (3)

II.
Testimony to the LORD's Faithfulness (26:4-10a)
A.
Moses Explains to the People that the Priest Will Place Their Firstfruits before the LORD (4)

B.
Moses Instructs the People to Testify that the LORD Made Israel into a Great Nation (5)

C.
Moses Instructs the People to Testify that the LORD Delivered Them from Slavery in Egypt (6-8)

1.
He instructs them to describe the abuse by the Egyptians (6) 
2.
He instructs them to describe the LORD's attentiveness (7) 
3.
He instructs them to describe the LORD's deliverance (8)

D.
Moses Instructs the People to Testify that the LORD Gave Them This Bountiful Land (9)

E.
Moses Instructs the People to Testify that the LORD Gave Them the Fruit of the Ground (10a)
III.
Bowing Down and Rejoicing before the LORD (26:10b-11)

A.
Moses Instructs the People to Place Their Firstfruits and Bow Down before the LORD (10b)
B.
Moses Instructs the People to Rejoice in All the LORD Has Given Them (11)

Message 

God's people should bring their firstfruits and acknowledge that the LORD is faithful because he brought them to the land he promised and enabled them to take possession and settle in it. God's people should bring their firstfruits and testify that the LORD is faithful because he made a weak and unsettled man into a great and mighty nation. God's people should bring their firstfruits and testify that the LORD is faithful because they were severely oppressed and he was attentive to their plight and delivered them with great and terrifying signs and wonders. God's people should bring their firstfruits and testify that the LORD is faithful because he gave them the land and its produce. God's people should humbly bring their firstfruits before the LORD and rejoice because of all the good he has done for them.
Analysis of the Details

Acknowledging Faithfulness

Moses instructs the people of Israel to acknowledge the LORD's faithfulness to give them the land he promised in 26:1-3. Moses assures them that they will take possession of and settle in the land in verse 1, "1It will be that you will enter the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and you will take possession of it and settle in it." The perfect state is used to emphasize that "It will be" in accordance with what the LORD says. They will enter, take possession of, and settle in the land the land the LORD their God is giving them as an inheritance. "Thus this first offering of the firstfruits by the Israelites, once they had taken possession of the land, would mark the inauguration of the new life which had been anticipated for so long on the basis of the covenant promise of God" (Craigie, 320). The verbs employed ("enter . . .  take possession . . . settle") vividly portray their progressive settlement of the land and emphasize the faithfulness of the LORD to secure the land. Moses instructs the people to bring some of the firstfruits of the land to the place the LORD chooses in verse 2, "2Then you will take from the first of all the produce of the ground which you bring from your land which the LORD your God is giving you and you will put it in a basket and go to the place which the LORD your God chooses for his name to dwell." A noun meaning "beginning" is used with the absolute to emphasize that they must give "the first of all the produce." They must give to the LORD before they enjoy the produce of the land. Giving back to God is a priority! God's choice of this place would be evident by demonstrating his presence. This is a pilgrimage festival to a place that will be known for the LORD's presence. They must come before the LORD regularly! The firstfruits were brought the day after the Sabbath following the Passover (Leviticus 23:10). Giving their firstfruits was appropriate because the LORD was the one giving them the land and blessing them with a fruitful harvest. Moses instructs them to acknowledge that the LORD faithfully brought them to the land he promised in verse 3, "3Then you will come to the priest who is [serving] in those days and you will say to him, 'Today I acknowledge to the LORD your God that I have entered the land the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.'" The LORD promised the land to their fathers, the Patriarchs, and they must testify to the priest that he has faithfully enabled them to enter the land as he promised.  As the readers observe Moses instructing the people of Israel, they would be led to bring their firstfruits and acknowledge the LORD's faithfulness. Therefore, God's people should bring their firstfruits and acknowledge that the LORD is faithful because he brought them to the land he promised and enabled them to take possession and settle in it.
Testifying to Faithfulness 

Moses instructs the people of Israel to testify to the LORD's faithfulness to make Israel a great nation, deliver them from slavery in Egypt, and give them this bountiful land in 26:4-10. Moses explains to them that the priest will place their firstfruits before the altar of the LORD in verse 4, "4Then the priest will take the basket from your hand and place it in front of the altar of the LORD your God." By placing the basket that came from their hand before the altar the priest was vividly testifying on behalf of the people that the LORD was faithful to provide for them. Moses instructs them to testify that the LORD made Israel into a great nation in verse 5, "5You will answer and say in front of the LORD your God: 'My father was a dying Aramean and he went down to Egypt with few people and sojourned there.  There he became a great nation, mighty and many.'" The participle I have translated "dying" is usually translated "wandering" based on what follows. However, the participle literally means "dying" and is appropriate because Jacob and his family were threatened with death by the plague that forced them to flee to Egypt. As Craigie says, "That Jacob, the head of the family that moved into Egypt was ailing or 'perishing' emphasizes all the more the astonishing  work of God in making good his covenant promises--the words serve to contrast the state of the man who is making the declaration. He now has a land of his own and has brought to God the firstfruits of that land; in contrast, his forefather had no land he could call his own and lived in a foreign country" (Craigie, 321). What is more, his family was few in number and they were sojourners or nomads who had no homeland. That Jacob was dying and his family was few in number and they had no homeland emphasize by contrast the LORD's transformation of them into a great, mighty, and numerous nation. The intensifying adjective is used to emphasize that he became a "great" nation. The hendiadys "mighty and many" emphasizes how great Jacob and his family became. They were great in strength and numbers! As the readers observe Moses instructing the people of Israel, they would be led to bring their firstfruits and testify to the LORD's faithfulness. Therefore, God's people should bring their firstfruits and testify that the LORD is faithful because he made a weak and unsettled man into a great and mighty nation.
Moses instructs them to testify that the LORD delivered them from slavery in Egypt in verses 6-8. First, he leads them to describe their abuse by the Egyptians in verse 6, "6But the Egyptians mistreated us and oppressed us and burdened us with hard labor." Three nearly synonymous verbs ("mistreated . . . oppressed . . . burdened") are used to emphasize the extent of the abuse with which the Egyptians afflicted them. The extent of the abuse of the Egyptians is contrasted with the LORD's attentiveness to their plight to emphasize his faithfulness.  Second, he leads them to describe the LORD's attentiveness to their cries in verse 7, "7So we cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our oppression, hardship, and affliction." Three nearly synonymous nouns are used to emphasize the extent of the abuse that the Egyptians inflicted upon them. The two verbs that describe the primary senses of hearing and sight ("heard . . . saw") are used to emphasize the LORD's attentiveness to their plight. The LORD not only heard their cries but saw their distress! Third, he leads them to describe the LORD's deliverance in verse 8, "8Then the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with great terror, and with signs and with wonders." That the LORD brought them out with a "strong hand" and "outstretched arm" vividly depicts his powerful intervention to deliver them. This anthropomorphism emphasizes the direct intervention of the LORD to deliver them. As Watts says, Signs and wonders were supernatural phenomena that demonstrated the extent of the LORD's power at work to deliver them. This is certainly an allusion to the ten plagues culminating in the plague on the firstborn that resulted in the exodus. The intensifying adjective is used to emphasize the "great" terror of the Egyptians. As Watts says, this depiction of the LORD's deliverance "stresses the element of direct divine intervention which is illustrated in the plagues in Egypt and the mighty acts at the crossing of the Red Sea" (Watts, 269). As the readers observe Moses instructing the people of Israel, they would be led to bring their firstfruits and testify to the LORD's faithfulness. Therefore, God's people should bring their firstfruits and testify that the LORD is faithful because they were severely oppressed in Egypt and the LORD was attentive to their plight and delivered them with great and terrifying signs and wonders. 
Moses instructs them to testify that the LORD brought them to and gave them this bountiful land in verse 9, "9He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey." The land is vividly described as "flowing with milk and honey" to emphasize the extent of its productivity. The land was not literally "flowing with milk and honey" but hyperbole is used to emphasize its bounty. Moses instructs them to testify that the LORD has given them the fruit of the ground in the first part of verse 10, "10Now behold! I have brought the first fruit of the ground which you have given me LORD." A temporal adverb is used with an interjection  to draw attention to and emphasize what follows ("Now behold!"). What follows is the pilgrims offering of the firstfruits of his harvest as a testimony that it is the LORD who has made this possible by giving him the land. As the readers observe Moses instructing the people of Israel, they would be led to bring their firstfruits and testify to the LORD's faithfulness. Therefore, God's people should bring their firstfruits and testify that the LORD is faithful because he gave them the land and its produce.
Bowing Down and Rejoicing 
Moses instructs the people of Israel to bow down and rejoice before the LORD in 26:10-11. Moses instructs them to place their firstfruits before the LORD and bow down before him in the second part of verse 10, "Then you will place it in front of the LORD your God and bow down in front of the LORD your God." By placing their firstfruits before the LORD and bowing down before him they are vividly portraying their humble recognition that he is the one who has made all this possible. As Watts says, "his gift to the Lord is but the fruit of the Lord's gift to him" (Watts, 269). Moses instructs the people to rejoice in all the good the LORD has given them in verse 11, "11You will rejoice in all the good the LORD your God has given you--you and the Levite and the sojourner in your midst." The absolute noun is used to emphasize that they must rejoice in "all" the good the LORD has given them. He has made them a great nation, delivered them from abuse in Egypt, given them the land, and made the land productive. The Levite and the sojourner in their midst had no permanent claim on the land and its produce. Yet even they can rejoice because they shared in the blessings of the LORD. "As the community as a whole was true to the Lord and therefore blessed by him, so even the poorest elements of Israel's society would benefit as well" (Merrill, 334). As the readers observe Moses instructing the people of Israel, they would be led to bow down and rejoice before the LORD. Therefore, God's people should humbly bring their firstfruits before the LORD and rejoice because of all the good he has done for them. 
Application of the Message

Christians today still face many challenges and temptations as they live in world and could be discouraged or distracted and forsake Christ. This similarity between the original and modern situations provides a strong basis for applying the message of this passage to the contemporary situation. However, Paul teaches that Jesus has been raised from the dead and is the firstfruits of those who have died (1 Corinthians 15:20). Paul also teaches that the Thessalonian Christians were a kind of firstfruits of those whom God chose to be saved (2 Thessalonians 2:13; See also James 1:18). Christians no longer need to literally bring their firstfruits to God. However, they do need to make a priority of giving to God. Therefore, I have adapted the statements of the message in the original context so that the statements of the message in the modern situation take into consideration the impact of God's new revelation in Jesus Christ. Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has secured their eternal home through Jesus. Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he brought them from death to life through Jesus. Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he emancipated them from Sin through Jesus. Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has blessed them richly through Jesus. God's people should make a priority of giving to the LORD and rejoice because of all the good he has done for them through Jesus.

Communication of the Message

Title: I Have Brought the First Fruit
Objective: The objective of this message is to exhort Christians to give their best to the LORD and testify that he is faithful.
Proposition: Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has secured their eternal home, brought them from death to life, emancipated them from Sin, blessed them richly, and given them great joy through Jesus.

Introduction

Christians face many challenges and temptations as they live in world and could become discouraged or distracted and forsake Christ. The people of Israel also encountered many challenges and temptations and could have become discouraged and distracted. In Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Moses gives them instructions for bringing their firstfruits to the LORD and testifying that he is faithful. His intent was to remind them of all that the LORD had done for them so that they would not forsake him. Unfortunately, they still forsook the LORD! The LORD has done even more for us through Jesus. Let's take this opportunity to consider all the things that the LORD has done for us so that we do not forsake him. Read Deuteronomy 26:1-11.

I.
Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has secured their eternal home through Jesus.
A.
Moses assures the people of Israel that they will take possession of and settle in the land in verse 1, "1It will be that you will enter the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and you will take possession of it and settle in it." 

B.
Moses instructs them to bring some of the firstfruits of the land to the LORD as a testimony to his faithfulness in verse 2, "2Then you will take from the first of all the produce of the ground which you bring from your land which the LORD your God is giving you and you will put it in a basket and go to the place which the LORD your God chooses for his name to dwell." Giving their firstfruits is appropriate because the LORD is the one giving them the land. We also should make a priority of giving to the LORD.
C.
Moses instructs them to testify that the LORD faithfully brought them to the land he promised in verse 3, "3Then you will come to the priest who is [serving] in those days and you will say to him, 'Today I acknowledge to the LORD your God that I have entered the land the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.'" We also should testify to the faithfulness of the LORD.

D.
God has secured our eternal home through Jesus. As Jesus says in John 14:2 3, "In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also" (ESV).
E.
Application--Therefore, we should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has secured our eternal home through Jesus.
II.
Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has brought them from death to life through Jesus.

A.
Moses explains to the people of Israel that the priest will place their firstfruits before the altar of the LORD in verse 4. By placing the basket that came from their hand before the altar, the priest was vividly testifying on behalf of the people that the LORD was faithful to provide for them. 

B.
Moses instructs them to testify that the LORD took a dying man and turned him into a great nation in verse 5, "5You will answer and say in front of the LORD your God: "My father was a dying Aramean and he went down to Egypt with few people and sojourned there.  There he became a great nation, mighty and many.'" "Dying" is usually translated "wandering;" however, the word literally means "dying" and is appropriate because Jacob and his family were threatened with death by the plague that forced them to flee to Egypt. In addition, his family was small and they didn't have a homeland. Nonetheless, God made that dying man into a great nation!
C.
God has brought us from death to life through Jesus. As Jesus says in John 5:24, "Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life" (ESV).
D.
Application--Therefore, we should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has brought us from death to life through Jesus.

III.
Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he emancipated them from Sin through Jesus.

A.
Moses leads the people of Israel to describe their abuse by the Egyptians in verse 6, "6But the Egyptians mistreated us and oppressed us and burdened us with hard labor."

B.
Moses leads them to testify to the LORD's attentiveness to their plight in verse 7, "7So we cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our oppression, hardship, and affliction." 
C.
Moses leads them to testify to the LORD's deliverance in verse 8, "8Then the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with great terror, and with signs and with wonders." 
D.
God has delivered us from Sin through Jesus. As Paul says in Romans 8:1-2, There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set us free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death" (ESV).
E.
Application--We should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has emancipated us from Sin through Jesus.

IV.
Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has blessed them richly through Jesus.
A.
Moses instructs the people of Israel to testify that the LORD brought them to and gave them this bountiful land in verse 9, "9He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey." The land is vividly described as "flowing with milk and honey" to emphasize the extent of its productivity. 
B.
Moses instructs them to testify that the LORD has given them the fruit of the ground in the first part of verse 10, "10Now behold! I have brought the first fruit of the ground which you have given me LORD." 
C.
God has blessed us richly through Jesus. As Jesus says in John 10:10, "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly" (ESV).
D.
Illustration of the Abundant Christian Life
E.
Application--Therefore, we should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has blessed us richly through Jesus.

V.
Christians should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has given them great joy through Jesus. 

A.
Moses instructs the people of Israel to place their firstfruits before the LORD and bow down before him in verse 10. By placing their firstfruits before the LORD and bowing down before him they are vividly portraying their humble recognition that he is the one who has made all this possible. 

B.
Moses instructs the people of Israel to rejoice in all the good the LORD has given them in verse 11. The LORD was good to the people of Israel. He made them a great nation, delivered them from Egypt, given them the land, and made the land productive. 

C.
God has given us even more reason to rejoice. He has secured our eternal home, made us saints, emancipated us from sin, and richly blessed us.

D.
Application--Therefore, we should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has given us great joy through Jesus.

Conclusion

We face many challenges and temptations as we live in the world and could become discouraged or distracted and forsake the LORD like the people of Israel when they entered the land. The people of Israel forsook the LORD despite Moses' efforts. The LORD has done even more for us through Jesus. Let's take this opportunity to consider all the things that the LORD has done for us so that we do not forsake him. We should make a priority of giving to the LORD and testify that he is faithful because he has secured our eternal home through Jesus, he has brought us from death to life through Jesus, he has emancipated us from Sin through Jesus. he has blessed us richly through Jesus, and he has given us great joy through Jesus
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