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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
PREFACE
Early in my development as an interpreter of the Bible I ran across a copy of E. W. Bullinger's Figures of Speech in the Bible.  This book opened my eyes to the presence of figures of speech in the Bible and their significance.  Thanks to Bullinger I was more sensitive to the figures of speech in the Bible and better able to interpret their emphasis.  Since then this book has been my go-to source for understanding the nature of and emphases of the figures of speech in the Bible.  However, I have experienced considerable frustration using this book myself and it is not an ideal guide to the figures of speech in the Bible.  Bullinger was a biblical scholar who was also well-versed in classical rhetoric.  His diligent scholarship led him to identify an incredibly large number of figures of speech.  As Bullinger himself says, "We have catalogued over 200 distinct figures, several of them with from 30 to 40 varieties.  Many figures have duplicate names which brings the total number of names to over 500" (Bullinger, ix).  Wading through all this information is a daunting task.  In addition, many of these figures seem to describe the normal functions or common peculiarities of language and have no particular emphasis.  Furthermore, some of these figures are obscure and confusing and it is difficult to discern what emphasis they actually have.  What is more, Bullinger's organization and arrangement of these figures muddies the waters even more. 
Bullinger's Figures of Speech in the Bible remains the classic work on biblical figures of speech and I recommend that any serious student of the Bible secure a copy.  However, in He Will Cover You with His Feathers: A Guide to Biblical Figures of Speech I attempt to provide an a simpler and hopefully more helpful introduction to biblical figures of speech and their significance for interpretation.  Let me explain how I arrived at my conclusions.  I began with a definition of a figure of speech: A figure of speech is the use of a word or phrase in a non-literal way to describe someone or something in a vivid way or the use of an unusual or dramatic means of expression to emphasize what is said.  I then evaluated Bullinger's categories based on this definition and what I have found in the Bible.  In many cases I used his categories and chose examples that clearly illustrated these figures of speech.  In some cases I eliminated what he categorized as a figure of speech because it performed a normal function of grammar or it demonstrated a common peculiarity of language and didn't seem to have any particular emphasis.  In other cases I eliminated what he categorized as a figure of speech because it was so obscure and confusing that it was unclear what the emphasis actually was.  In some cases I simplified what he subdivided into multiple categories by placing them under a general heading.  In a few cases I added a figure of speech not covered by Bullinger because I found it to be significant.  I have also provided a simple outline of these figures of speech and used headings that are more descriptive when possible.  
This guide relates the results of one person's attempt to hear God speak through the figurative language in the Bible.  I invite and even challenge the younger generation of biblical interpreters to correct and improve what I have done. My earnest desire is that this book will help you identify and interpret the rich significance of the figures of speech in the Bible.  

William H. Lawson

INTRODUCTION
All languages employ figurative language.  The reason is that literal language is limited in what it can express and figurative language is necessary in order to express that which cannot be expressed by literal language.  Since the Bible is God's revelation of divine truth, truth that surpasses human understanding, figurative language plays an important role.  In this simple introduction I define figures of speech, identify two general categories of figures of speech, provide guidance for identifying figures of speech in the Bible, and offer some suggestions for interpreting the figures of speech in the Bible.

Definition of a Figure of Speech

Sometimes what is said in the Bible is not literally what is meant.  Instead, a figure of speech is employed to illustrate or emphasize the message or some aspect of the message.  A figure of speech is the use of a word or phrase in a non-literal way to describe someone or something in a vivid way or the use of an unusual or dramatic means of expression to emphasize what is said.  Based on this definition I divide figures of speech in the Bible into two general categories: figures of speech that use a word or phrase in a non-literal way to describe someone or something in a vivid way and figures of speech that use an unusual or dramatic means of expression to emphasize what it said.  
Identifying Figures of Speech

We are so accustomed to figures of speech in our own use of language that it is sometimes difficult for us to identify figures of speech in the Bible.  It is probably best to begin with the presupposition that what is said in the Bible is literal unless there is something to indicate otherwise.  Below I offer some simple suggestions for identifying figures of speech in the Bible.  First, be on the alert for anything that is obviously non-literal or figurative and unusual or dramatic.  Second, be sensitive to the nature of the literature.  Some biblical genres more frequently use figurative language such as prophetic, liturgical, and apocalyptic literature.  Third, be alert for help from the author, who on occasion may identify what he says as a figure of speech.  Fourth, become familiar with the various figures of speech used in the Bible so that you are able to recognize them when they are used.  You should also be alert for the use of combined figures of speech.  Figures of speech often join forces to intensify the vivid description and dramatic emphasis. 
Interpreting Figures of Speech

Figurative language is more ambiguous than literal language and it is possible to understand it in a variety of ways.  As a result it is easy to abuse figurative language and interpret in such a way that distorts its true meaning.  Below I offer some simple  suggestions for interpreting figures of speech and avoiding this danger.  First, beware of interpreting figures of speech according to your own personal presuppositions.  Second, interpret figures of speech in accordance with the context of the passage in which they are found.  Third, beware of interpreting literal language figuratively or figurative language literally.  Fourth, be humble about your conclusion when interpreting figurative language.

FIGURES THAT USE COMPARISON 

OR CONTRAST
 
Several figures of speech compare or contrast someone or something with something else in order describe it vividly and dramatically emphasize something.  Though Bullinger uses many categories to examine these figures that compare and contrast I have simplified and summarized these into eight categories: metonym or other name , simile or likeness , metaphor or transfer, symbol or representation, type or shadow, personification, anthropomorphism, and antithesis or contrast.
Metonym or Other Name
A metonym or other name is when an unusual or unexpected word is used in the place of the usual and expected word in order to vividly describe someone or something.  The psalmist uses the unusual and expected word "throat" in Psalm 5:9 to vividly describe the seductive speech of the seductress.

9For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self 
is destruction; their throat is an open grave; 
they flatter with their tongue. 

(Psalm 5:9 ESV)

The psalmist uses the unusual and unexpected word "labor" in Psalm 78:46 to vividly describe what the people earned by their labor to dramatically emphasize the effort they had expended for nothing.

46He gave also their increase unto the caterpillar, 

And their labor unto the locust. 

(Psalm 78:46 ASV)

Solomon uses the unusual and unexpected word "lips" in Proverbs 5:3 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the deceptive speech of the forbidden woman.

3For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey, 

and her speech is smoother than oil. 

(Proverbs 5:3 ESV)

Solomon uses the unusual and unexpected word "labors" in Proverbs 5:10 to vividly describe what they had profited from their labors and dramatically emphasize the amount of work they could have expended for nothing.

10lest strangers take their fill of your strength, 

and your labors go to the house of a foreigner 

(Proverbs 5:10 ESV)

The Teacher uses the unusual and unexpected word "bread" in Ecclesiastes 11:1 to vividly describe that which provides sustenance and dramatically emphasize the need to take calculated risks.  

Send your bread on the surface of the waters, 

for after many days you may find it. 

(Ecclesiastes 11:1 CSB)

Jesus uses the unusual and unexpected word "sword" in Matthew 10:34 to vividly describe and emphasize the conflict that he will inevitable cause.
34Don't assume that I came to bring peace on the earth. 

I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

(Matthew 10:34 CSB)

Paul uses the unusual and unexpected word "circumcision" in Galatians 2:12 to vividly describe those who promote circumcision and dramatically emphasize their insistence that circumcision is necessary for justification. 

12for before certain men came from James, 

he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, 

he withdrew and separated himself,

 fearing those who were of the circumcision. 

(Galatians 2:12 NKJ)

Paul uses the unusual and unexpected word "chains" to vividly describe his imprisonment in Philippians 1:13-14 to dramatically emphasize the seeming restrictions placed upon him and the courage that he inspired.

13As a result, it has become clear throughout the 

whole palace guard and to everyone else that 

I am in chains for Christ.  13Because of my chains, 

most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged 

to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.

(Philippians 1:13-14 NIV)

Paul uses the unusual and unexpected word "Christ" in Philippians 1:21 to vividly describe life lived for Christ and dramatically emphasize that the life that he lives is in a sense Christ living through them.

For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 

(Philippians 1:21 CSB)

James uses the unusual and unexpected word "tongue" in James 3:6-8 to vividly describe human speech and dramatically emphasize the destructiveness of uncontrolled speech..

6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue, a world of 
unrighteousness, is placed among the parts of our 
bodies; it pollutes the whole body, sets the course of 
life on fire, and is set on fire by hell.  7For every 
creature-- animal or bird, reptile or fish-- is tamed 
and has been tamed by man, 8but no man can tame 
the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  
(James 3:6-8 CSB)

Simile or Likeness
A simile or likeness is when it is asserted that someone or something is like something else in order to vividly describe it and dramatically emphasize something.  Simile normally uses the comparative particles "as" or "like."  The LORD likens the offspring of Abram to the dust of the earth in Genesis 13:16 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize their number.

16I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, 

so that if one could count the dust of the earth, 

then your offspring could be counted. 

(Genesis 13:16 CSB)

The psalmist likens those who delight in the law of the LORD to a tree planted by the rivers of water in Psalm 1:3 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize how much they are blessed.  Conversely, he likens the wicked to chaff in verse 4 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize their worthlessness and insecurity.
3He is like a tree planted beside streams of water

 that bears its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. 

Whatever he does prospers.  

4The wicked are not like this; instead, 

they are like chaff that the wind blows away.

(Psalm 1:3-4 CSB)

The psalmist likens his feet to the feet of a deer in Psalm 18:33 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize that the LORD has made his life stable and secure.

33He makes my feet like the feet of a deer 

and sets me securely on the heights. 

(Psalm 18:33 CSB)

The psalmist likens the life of a man to a breath and a passing shadow in Psalm 144:4 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize its brevity.

4Man is like a breath; his days are like a passing shadow. 

(Psalm 144:4 CSB)

Solomon likens avoiding debt to escaping like a gazelle from a hunter and like a bird from a fowler's trap in Proverbs 6:5 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize its urgency.

5Escape like a gazelle from a hunter, 
like a bird from a fowler's trap.

(Proverbs 6:5 CSB)

King Lemuel's mother likens a wife of noble character to a merchant ship bringing food from far away in Proverbs 31:14 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize her productivity and value.

14She is like the merchant ships, 

bringing her food from far away. 

(Proverbs 31:14 CSB)

The Teacher likens the laughter of the fool to the crackling of burning thorns under the pot in Ecclesiastes 7:6 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize its worthlessness.

6For like the crackling of burning thorns under the pot, 

so is the laughter of the fool. This too is futile. 

(Ecclesiastes 7:6 CSB)

Those who hope in the LORD are likened to soaring eagles in Isaiah 40:30-31 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the strength that the LORD will give them.

30Even youths grow tired and weary, 

and young men stumble and fall;

but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.

31They will soar on wings like eagles;

 they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint.

(Isaiah 40:30-31 NIV)

The crowds are likened to sheep without a shepherd in Matthew 9:36 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize their helplessness.

36When He saw the crowds, He felt compassion for them, 

because they were weary and worn out, 

like sheep without a shepherd. 

(Matthew 9:36 CSB)

Jesus' shining face is likened to the sun and his clothes are likened to the white of light in Matthew 17:2 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize his transformation before Peter, James, and John.

2He was transformed in front of them,

 and His face shone like the sun. 

Even His clothes became as white as the light. 

(Matthew 17:2 CSB)

Jesus' sweat when he prayed is likened to drops of blood falling to the ground in Luke 22:44 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the urgency of his prayers.

44Being in anguish, He prayed more fervently, 

and His sweat became like drops of 
blood falling to the ground. 
(Luke 22:44 CSB)

Paul likens blameless and pure children of God to stars shining in the world in Philippians 2:15 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize their distinctive lifestyle and witness.

15so that you may be blameless and pure, 

children of God who are faultless in a crooked 

and perverted generation,  among whom you shine 

like stars in the world. (Philippians 2:15 CSB)

The author likens the hope of Christians to a sure and firm anchor for the soul in Hebrews 6:19 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the stability and security it gives.

19We have this hope-- like a sure and firm anchor 
of the soul-- that enters the inner 
sanctuary behind the curtain. 

(Hebrews 6:19 CSB)

James likens the doubter to the surging sea that is driven and tossed by the wind in James 1:6 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the instability that results from doubting.

6But let him ask in faith without doubting. 

For the doubter is like the surging sea, 

driven and tossed by the wind. 

(James 1:6 CSB)

Peter commands Christians to desire unadulterated spiritual milk like newborn infants in 1 Peter 2:2 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the urgency of their need to desire it.

2Like newborn infants, desire the unadulterated spiritual
milk, so that you may grow by it in your salvation,

(1 Peter 2:2 CSB)

Peter likens the coming of the Day of the LORD to the coming of a thief in 2 Peter 3:10 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize its unexpectedness.

19But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief.  

(2 Peter 3:10 CSB)

Metaphor or Transfer
A metaphor or transfer is when someone or something is said to be or is spoken about as something else in order to vividly describe and emphasize something.  Bullinger distinguishes between metaphor and other similar figures which I have included under metaphor in order to simplify.  The psalmist calls his enemies bulls, lions, and dogs in Psalm 22:12-13 and 16 to dramatically emphasize their strength and malevolence against him.

12Many bulls surround me; 

strong ones of Bashan encircle me.

13They open their mouths against me-- 

lions, mauling and roaring.

16For dogs have surrounded me; 

a gang of evildoers has closed in on me; 

they pierced my hands and my feet. 

(Psalm 22:12-13, 16 CSB)

The psalmist identifies and speaks of the LORD as his shepherd in Psalm 23:1-4 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the LORD's care.  

1The LORD is my shepherd; there is nothing I lack. 
2He lets me lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside quiet waters. 3He renews my life; 

He leads me along the right paths for His name's sake.

4Even when I go through the darkest valley,

 I fear no danger, for You are with me; 

Your rod and Your staff-- they comfort me.

(Psalm 23:1-4 CSB)

The psalmist identifies the LORD as his rock and fortress in Psalm 31:3 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the stability and protection the LORD provides.

3For You are my rock and my fortress; 

You lead and guide me because of Your name. 

(Psalm 31:3 CSB)

The psalmist identifies the LORD as his hiding place in Psalm 32:7 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the LORD's protection.

7You are my hiding place; You protect me from trouble. 

You surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. 

Selah (Psalm 32:7 CSB)

The psalmist speaks of the LORD as a bird covering its chicks with its feathers and wings in Psalm 84:11-12 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the LORD's protection of his people.

4He will cover you with His feathers; 

you will take refuge under His wings.

His faithfulness will be a protective shield. 

(Psalm 91:4 CSB)

Solomon identifies Wisdom as a tree of life in Proverbs 3:18 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize her provision of life for those who embrace her.
She is a tree of life to those who embrace her, 

and those who hold on to her are happy. 

(Proverbs 3:18 CSB)

Jesus identifies disciples as the salt of the earth in Matthew 5:13 to vividly describe their influence and dramatically emphasize the danger of them doing something foolish that would destroy it.

13You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should 

lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It's no longer 

good for anything but to be thrown out 
and trampled on by men.  
(Matthew 5:13)

Jesus goes on to identify disciples as the light of the world in Matthew 5:14-16 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize their responsibility to be a positive influence on the world.

14You are the light of the world. A city situated 
on a hill cannot be hidden. 15No one lights a lamp 
and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, 
and it gives light for all who are in the house.  
16In the same way, let your light shine before men, 
so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
(Matthew 5:14-16 CSB)

Jesus identifies the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees as yeast in Matthew 16:6 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize its pervasive influence.

6Then Jesus told them, "Watch out and beware of 

the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 

(Matthew 16:6 CSB)
Jesus identifies and speaks of himself as the bread of life in John 6:35 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize his provision for life.

35"I am the bread of life," Jesus told them.

"No one who comes to Me will ever be hungry, 

and no one who believes in Me will ever be thirsty again." 

(John 6:35 CSB)

Jesus identifies and speaks of himself as the light of the world in John 8:12 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the direction he provides for life.

12Then Jesus spoke to them again: "I am the light of 
the world. Anyone who follows Me will never 
walk in the darkness but will have the light of life." 
(John 8:12 CSB)

Jesus identifies himself as the true vine and disciples as branches in John 15:1-8 to vividly describe his relationship with them and dramatically emphasize the urgency of them remaining in him.

1I am the true vine, and My Father is the vineyard 
keeper. 2Every branch in Me that does not produce 
fruit He removes, and He prunes every branch 
that produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit. 
3You are already clean because of the word I have 
spoken to you.  4Remain in Me, and I in you. Just as 
a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it 

remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you 
remain in Me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. 
The one who remains in Me and I in him produces 
much fruit, because you can do nothing without Me. 
6If anyone does not remain in Me, he is thrown aside 
like a branch and he withers. They gather them, throw 
them into the fire, and they are burned.  7If you remain 

in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever 
you want and it will be done for you. 8My Father is 
glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and 
prove to be My disciples.

(John 15:1-8 CSB)

Paul identifies Christians as the body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 to vividly describe their unity and dramatically emphasize their need for one another.

12For as the body is one and has many parts, and all the 
parts of that body, though many, are one body-- 
so also is Christ. 13For we were all baptized by one 
Spirit into one body-- whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free-- and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit.  14So the body is not one part but many.

15If the foot should say, "Because I'm not a hand, 
I don't belong to the body," in spite of this it still 
belongs to the body. 16And if the ear should say, 
"Because I'm not an eye, I don't belong to the body," 
in spite of this it still belongs to the body. 17If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing 
be? If the whole were an ear, where would be the 
sense of smell? 18But now God has placed the parts, 
each one of them, in the body just as He wanted.  
19And if they were all the same part, where would 
the body be?  20Now there are many parts, yet one 

body. 21So the eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't 
need you!" nor again the head to the feet, "I don't 
need you!"  22On the contrary, all the more, those parts 
of the body that seem to be weaker are necessary.  
23And those parts of the body that we think to be 

less honorable, we clothe these with greater honor, 
and our unpresentable parts have a better presentation.  
24But our presentable parts have no need of clothing. 
Instead, God has put the body together, giving greater 
honor to the less honorable, 25so that there would 
be no division in the body, but that the members would 

have the same concern for each other.  26So if one member 
suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member 
is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27Now you 
are the body of Christ, and individual members of it. 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-27 CSB)

James identifies the tongue as a fire in James 3:6-9 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize its power to destroy.

6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue, a world of 
unrighteousness, is placed among the parts of our 
bodies; it pollutes the whole body, sets the course 
of life on fire, and is set on fire by hell. 7For every 
creature-- animal or bird, reptile or fish-- is tamed 
and has been tamed by man, 8but no man can tame 
the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we 

curse men who are made in God's likeness.

(James 3:6-9 CSB)

Jesus is identified as a living stone and Christians are identified as living stones in 2 Peter 2:4-5 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize that Jesus is alive and is the basis for their existence and they are a spiritual house and a priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God.

4Coming to Him, a living stone-- rejected 

by men but chosen and valuable to God--

5you yourselves, as living stones, are being built into 

a spiritual house for a holy priesthood to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

 (1 Peter 2:4-5 CSB)
Symbol or Representation
A symbol or representation is the use of one thing or action to represent another thing or action in order to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize it.  I have also included in this category what are commonly identified as signs.  The symbol of the rainbow is used in Genesis 9:12-17 to vividly represent and dramatically emphasize God's covenant with the earth to never again use a deluge to destroy all flesh.

12And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I 

am making between Me and you and every living 

creature with you, a covenant for all future generations:

13I have placed My bow in the clouds, and it will 

be a sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.

14Whenever I form clouds over the earth and the 

bow appears in the clouds, 15I will remember My 

covenant between Me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh: water will never again become 

a deluge to destroy all flesh. 16The bow will be in 

the clouds, and I will look at it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living 

creature of all flesh on earth." 17God said to Noah, 

"This is the sign of the covenant that I have 

confirmed between Me and all flesh on earth."

(Genesis 9:12-17 CSB)

Micaiah uses the symbol of a throne in 2 Chronicles 18:18 to vividly represent and dramatically emphasize the sovereignty of the LORD.

18Then Micaiah said, "Therefore, hear the word 

of the LORD. I saw the LORD sitting on His throne, 

and the whole heavenly host was standing at His 

right hand and at His left hand. 

(2 Chronicles 18:18 CSB)

The symbol of an iron scepter is used in Psalm 2:9 to vividly represent and dramatically emphasize the power and authority of the LORD's Anointed. 

9You will rule them with an iron scepter1;
you will dash them to pieces like pottery."

(Psalm 2:9 NIV)

The symbolic act of shattering a jug is used in Jeremiah 19:10-12 to vividly represent and dramatically emphasize the finality of the LORD's judgment.

10"Then you are to shatter the jug in the presence 

of the people traveling with you, 11and you are to 

proclaim to them: This is what the LORD of Hosts says: 

I will shatter these people and this city, like one 

shatters a potter's jar that can never again be mended. 

They will bury in Topheth until there is no place left 

to bury. 12I will do so to this place"-- this is the 

declaration of the LORD-- "and to its residents,

making this city like Topheth.

(Jeremiah 19:10-12 CSB)

The symbolic act of Ezekiel shaving and dividing his hair is used in Ezekiel 5:1-3 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the LORD's judgment of most of his people and preservation of a remnant.

1"Now you, son of man, take a sharp sword, use 

it as you would a barber's razor, and shave your 

head and beard. Then take a pair of scales and 

divide the hair.  2You are to burn up one third of it 

in the city when the days of the siege have ended; 

you are to take one third and slash it with the sword 

all around the city; and you are to scatter one third 

to the wind, for I will draw a sword to chase after them.

 3But you are to take a few strands from the hair 

and secure them in the folds of your robe.

(Ezekiel 5:1-3 CSB)

Huge beasts with horns are used are used as symbols in Daniel 7:2-8 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the frightening power of coming kingdoms and kings.
2Daniel said, "In my vision at night I was watching, 

and suddenly the four winds of heaven stirred up 

the great sea. 3Four huge beasts came up from 

the sea, each different from the other. 4"The first was 

like a lion but had eagle's wings. I continued watching 

until its wings were torn off. It was lifted up from the 

ground, set on its feet like a man, and given a human 

mind. 5"Suddenly, another beast appeared, a second 

one, that looked like a bear. It was raised up on one 

side, with three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. 

It was told, 'Get up! Gorge yourself on flesh.' 6"While 

I was watching, another beast appeared. It was like 

a leopard with four wings of a bird on its back. It had 

four heads and was given authority to rule. 7"While I 

was watching in the night visions, a fourth beast 

appeared, frightening and dreadful, and incredibly 

strong, with large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, 

and it trampled with its feet whatever was left. It was 

different from all the beasts before it, and it had 10 

horns. 8"While I was considering the horns, suddenly 

another horn, a little one, came up among them, 

and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. 

There were eyes in this horn like a man's, and 

it had a mouth that spoke arrogantly.

(Daniel 7:2-8 CSB)

The symbol of a basket or summer fruit is in Amos 8:1-2 to vividly represent and dramatically emphasize the Lord God's overdo judgment.

1The Lord God showed me this: A basket of summer 

fruit. 2He asked me, "What do you see, Amos?" 

I replied, "A basket of summer fruit." The LORD said to 

me, "The end has come for My people Israel; 

I will no longer spare them."
(Amos 8:1-2 CSB)

The symbols of a harvest and the grapes and wine are used in Joel 3:12-13 to vividly represent and dramatically emphasize the LORD's judgment of the nations for their wickedness.

12Let the nations be roused and come to the 

Valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit down 

to judge all the surrounding nations. 13Swing the 

sickle because the harvest is ripe. Come and 

trample the grapes because the winepress is 

full; the wine vats overflow because the 

wickedness of the nations is great.

(Joel 3:12-13 CSB) 

Jesus identifies Jonah and his three days and three nights in the belly of a great fish as a sign that the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights in Matthew 12:39-41 to vividly describe his death, burial, and resurrection and dramatically emphasize that something greater than Jonah is here.

39But He answered them, "An evil and adulterous 

generation demands a sign, but no sign will be 

given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.

40For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish 

three days and three nights, so the Son of Man 

will be in the heart of the earth three days and three 

nights.  41The men of Nineveh will stand up at the 

judgment with this generation and condemn it, 

because they repented at Jonah's proclamation; and 

look-- something greater than Jonah is here!

(Matthew 12:39-41 CSB)

Jesus uses the symbols of the bread and cup of the Last Supper to represent his body and blood in Mark 14:22-24 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the urgency of partaking in his sacrificial death as the basis for the new covenant.

22As they were eating, He took bread, blessed and 

broke it, gave it to them, and said, "Take it; this is 

My body."  23Then He took a cup, and after giving 

thanks, He gave it to them, and so they all drank 

from it.  24He said to them, "This is My blood that 

establishes the covenant; it is shed for many.

(Mark 14:22-24 CSB)

John indicates that Jesus' changing the water in six stone water jars set there for Jewish purification into wine was a sign in John 2:1-11 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasized his glory.

1On the third day a wedding took place in Cana 

of Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, and 2Jesus 

and His disciples were invited to the wedding as well.

3When the wine ran out, Jesus' mother told Him, 

"They don't have any wine."  4"What has this concern 

of yours to do with Me, woman?" Jesus asked. 

"My hour has not yet come."  5"Do whatever He tells 

you," His mother told the servants. 6Now six stone 

water jars had been set there for Jewish purification. 

Each contained 20 or 30 gallons. 7"Fill the jars with 

water," Jesus told them. So they filled them to the 

brim.  8Then He said to them, "Now draw some out 

and take it to the chief servant." And they did.  

9When the chief servant tasted the water (after 

it had become wine), he did not know where 

it came from--though the servants who had drawn 

the water knew. He called the groom 10and told 

him, "Everybody sets out the fine wine first, then, 
after people have drunk freely, the inferior. But 
you have kept the fine wine until now." 11Jesus 
performed this first sign in Cana of Galilee. He 

displayed His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.

(John 2:1-11 CSB)

Paul uses baptism as a symbolic act that represents the nature of Christian conversion in Romans 6:3-4 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the urgency of dying to the old self and being raised to walk in a new way of life.

3Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

4Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may 

walk in a new way of life.

(Romans 6:3-4 CSB)

Paul uses yeast as a symbol to represent pride and malice and unleavened bread to represent sincerity and truth in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the urgency of avoiding evil and living sincerely by the truth.

6Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a

 little yeast permeates the whole batch of dough?

7Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new 

batch, since you are unleavened. For Christ our 

Passover has been sacrificed. 8Therefore, let us 

observe the feast, not with old yeast, or with the 

yeast of malice and evil, but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truth.

(1 Corinthians 5:6-8 CSB)

A slaughtered lamb standing near the throne with seven horns and seven eyes and taking the scroll from the one seated on the throne is used in Revelation 5:6-7 to represent Jesus Christ and vividly describe and dramatically emphasize his victory over death and authority over human destiny.

6Then I saw one like a slaughtered lamb standing 

between the throne and the four living creatures 

and among the elders. He had seven horns and 

seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 

into all the earth. 7He came and took the scroll out of 

the right hand of the One seated on the throne.

(Revelation 5:6-7 CSB)

A woman clothed with the sun is used to represent the messianic community and a great fiery red dragon with seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadems is used to represent Satan in Revelation 12:1-5 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize God's deliverance of the Messiah from the clutches of Satan.

1A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed 

with the sun, with the moon under her feet,  and a 

crown of 12 stars on her head.  2She was pregnant 

and cried out in labor and agony to give birth.

3Then another sign appeared in heaven: There was 

a great fiery red dragon having seven heads 

and 10 horns, and on his heads were seven diadems.

4His tail swept away a third of the stars in heaven 

and hurled them to the earth.  And the dragon stood 

in front of the woman who was about to give birth, 

so that when she did give birth he might devour 

her child. 5But she gave birth to a Son-- a male who 

is going to shepherd all nations with an iron scepter-- 

and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.

(Revelation 12:1-5 CSB)

Type or Shadow
A type is the identification of someone or something in the past as the anticipation and authentication of something in the present, the antetype.  New Testament authors normally interpret the Old Testament generally based on the presupposition that God works in similar ways throughout history without specifically identifying anything as a type.  However, examples of what is classically called type are rare in the New Testament.  Perhaps the closest instance of using Old Testament figures as types is Paul's use of Hagar and Sarah in Galatians 4:22-31 (See below).  However, he doesn't identify them as types and instead calls them allegories, probably in the sense of illustrations that represent two covenants.  Even when someone or something in the Old Testament is identified as a type it does not correspond to the classic understanding of a type.  Instead, it corresponds more closely to the use of "copy" or "shadow" to emphasize that something revealed in the new epoch of Christ is far superior to anything that has been revealed before.  Paul identifies Adam as a type of the Coming One, Jesus Christ, in Romans 5:12-21 to dramatically emphasize that in contrast to Adam's sin that resulted in sin reigning and condemnation for everyone, Jesus Christ's righteousness results in the gift of righteousness and life-giving justification for everyone.

12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one 

man, and death through sin, in this way death spread 
to all men, because all sinned.  13In fact, sin was in 

the world before the law, but sin is not charged to 
one's account when there is no law.  14Nevertheless, 

death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those 

who did not sin in the likeness of Adam's transgression. 

He is a prototype of the Coming One.  15But the gift 

is not like the trespass. For if by the one man's 

trespass the many died, how much more have the 

grace of God and the gift overflowed to the many 

by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ. 16And the 

gift is not like the one man's sin, because from one 
sin came the judgment, resulting in condemnation, 

but from many trespasses came the gift, resulting in 

justification.  17Since by the one man's trespass, death 
reigned through that one man, how much more 
will those who receive the overflow of grace 

and the gift of righteousness reign in life through 

the one man, Jesus Christ.  18So then, as through one 

trespass there is condemnation for everyone, so also 

through one righteous act there is life-giving 

justification for everyone.  19For just as through one 

man's disobedience the many were made sinners, 

so also through the one man's obedience the many 

will be made righteous. 20The law came along to 
multiply the trespass. But where sin multiplied, 

grace multiplied even more, 21so that, just as sin reigned 

in death, so also grace will reign through righteousness, 

resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Romans 5:12-21 CSB)

Paul identifies Hagar and Sarah as allegories or illustrations that represent two covenants in Galatians 4:22-31 in a way that comes close to the classical use of a type to authenticate what is said and dramatically emphasize that Christians are free.

22For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one 

by a slave and the other by a free woman. 23But the 

one by the slave was born according to the flesh, 

while the one by the free woman was born as the 

result of a promise. 24These things are illustrations, 

for the women represent the two covenants. One is 

from Mount Sinai and bears children into slavery-- 

this is Hagar. 25Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia 

and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she 

is in slavery with her children. 26But the Jerusalem 

above is free, and she is our mother. 27For it is written: 

Rejoice, O barren woman who does not give birth. 

Break forth and shout, you who are not in labor, 

for the children of the desolate are many, more 

numerous than those of the woman who has a 

husband. 28Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children 

of promise. 29But just as then the child born according 

to the flesh persecuted the one born according to the 

Spirit, so also now.30But what does the Scripture say? 

Throw out the slave and her son, for the son of the 

slave will never inherit with the son of the free woman.

31Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the 

slave but of the free woman.

(Galatians 4:22-31 CSB)

Paul identifies Old Testament regulations as a shadow of what was to come, which is the Messiah, in Colossians 2:8-17 to dramatically emphasize the importance of focusing on Jesus Christ rather than circumcision and regulations about food and drink, festivals and new moons, and a sabbath day.
8Be careful that no one takes you captive through 

philosophy and empty deceit based on human tradition,

 based on the elemental forces of the world, and not

 based on Christ. 9For in Him the entire fullness of 

God's nature dwells bodily, 10and you have been filled 

by Him, who is the head over every ruler and authority.

 11In Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision 

not done with hands, by putting off the body of flesh,

 in the circumcision of the Messiah. 12Having been buried 

with Him in baptism, you were also raised with Him 

through faith in the working of God, who raised Him 

from the dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses 

and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you 

alive with Him and forgave us all our trespasses.

 14He erased the certificate of debt, with its obligations, 

that was against us and opposed to us, and has taken 

it out of the way by nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed 

the rulers and authorities and disgraced them publicly; 

He triumphed over them by Him. 16Therefore don't let

anyone judge you in regard to food and drink or in the 

matter of a festival or a new moon or a sabbath day.

 17These are a shadow of what was to come; the 

substance is the Messiah.

(Colossians 2:8-17 CSB)

The offering of gifts prescribed by the law are identified as a copy or shadow of the heavenly things in Hebrews 8:1-6 to dramatically emphasize the superior ministry, covenant, and promises of Jesus.

1Now the main point of what is being said is this: 

we have this kind of high priest, who sat down at

the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 

heavens, 2a minister of the sanctuary and the true 

tabernacle, which the Lord set up, and not man.

 3For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts 

and sacrifices; therefore it was necessary for this 

priest also to have something to offer. 4Now if He 

were on earth, He wouldn't be a priest, since there 

are those offering the gifts prescribed by the law.

 5These serve as a copy and shadow of the heavenly 

things, as Moses was warned when he was about 

to complete the tabernacle. For He said, Be careful

that you make everything according to the pattern 

that was shown to you on the mountain. 6But Jesus 

has now obtained a superior ministry, and to that 

degree He is the mediator of a better covenant, which 

has been legally enacted on better promises.

(Hebrews 8:1-6 CSB)

The laws regarding sacrifice are identified as only a shadow of the good things to come in Hebrews 10:1-7 to dramatically emphasize the superiority of God's work of grace through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.

1Since the law has only a shadow of the good things

to come, and not the actual form of those realities, 

it can never perfect the worshipers by the same 

sacrifices they continually offer year after year.

 2Otherwise, wouldn't they have stopped being offered, 

since the worshipers, once purified, would no longer 

have any consciousness of sins? 3But in the sacrifices

there is a reminder of sins every year. 4For it is 

impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 

away sins. 5Therefore, as He was coming into the 

world, He said: You did not want sacrifice and offering, 

but You prepared a body for Me. 6You did not delight 

in whole burnt offerings and sin offerings. 7Then I said, 

"See, I have come-- it is written about Me in the volume 

of the scroll-- to do Your will, O God!"

(Hebrews 10:1-7 CSB)

Personification
Personification is when something is spoken about as if it were a living being with the power to think, feel, act, and speak in order to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize something. Abel's blood is spoken of as a living being crying out in Genesis 4:10 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize Cain's guilt.

10Then He said, "What have you done? 

Your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground! 

(Genesis 4:10 CSB)

The heavens are spoken of as a living being declaring the glory of God in Psalm 19:1 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize their witness to the glory of God's creation.

1The heavens declare the glory of God, 

and the sky proclaims the work of His hands. 

(Psalm 19:1 CSB)

The tongues of the arrogant and wicked are spoken of as living beings strutting across the earth in Psalm 73:9 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize their proud boasting.

They set their mouths against heaven, 

and their tongues strut across the earth. 

(Psalm 73:9 CSB)

Discretion is spoken of as a living being watching over and rescuing people in Proverbs 2:11-15 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize its ability to rescue from evil. 

11Discretion will watch over you, and understanding 
will guard you, 12rescuing you from the way of evil-- 
from the one who says perverse things, 13from those 
who abandon the right paths to walk in ways of darkness,

14from those who enjoy doing evil and celebrate perversity,

15whose paths are crooked, and whose ways are devious. 

(Proverbs 2:11-15 CSB)

Wisdom is spoken of as a living being in Proverbs 3:13-18 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize her value.

13Happy is a man who finds wisdom and who acquires 
understanding, 14for she is more profitable than silver, 
and her revenue is better than gold. 15She is more 
precious than jewels; nothing you desire compares 
with her.16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left, 
riches and honor. 17Her ways are pleasant, and all 
her paths, peaceful. 18She is a tree of life to those who 
embrace her, and those who hold on to her are happy. 

(Proverbs 3:13-18 CSB)

The mountains and the hills and all the trees of the field are spoken of as living beings singing before God and clapping their hands in Isaiah 55:12 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the worship of the LORD when he fulfills his promises to Israel.
12You will indeed go out with joy and be peacefully 
guided; the mountains and the hills will break 
into singing before you, and all the trees of the field 
will clap their hands. 

(Isaiah 55:12 CSB)

The left and right hands are spoken of as living beings in Matthew 6:3-4 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the need to avoid giving to the poor just to impress others.

3But when you give to the poor, don't let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing,

so that your giving may be in secret. 

4And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  

(Matthew 6:3-4 CSB)

The foot and ear are spoken of as living beings in 1 Corinthians 12:15-16 to vividly describe and emphasize that disciples cannot deny that they are part of the church.

15If the foot should say, "Because I'm not a hand, 

I don't belong to the body," in spite of this it still belongs 
to the body. 16And if the ear should say, "Because 
I'm not an eye, I don't belong to the body," in spite of 
this it still belongs to the body.

(1 Corinthians 12:15-16 CSB)

Love is spoken of as a living being in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize its patience and kindness, joy in the truth rather than unrighteousness, and faith and endurance.

4Love is patient; love is kind. Love does not envy;

is not boastful; is not conceited; 5does not act 
improperly; is not selfish; is not provoked; does 
not keep a record of wrongs; 6finds no joy in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices in the truth;7bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 8Love never ends. 
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8 CSB)

Anthropomorphism
Anthropomorphism is when human attributes and actions are ascribed to God in order to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize something about him.  God is described as having nostrils with which he heaped up the waters in Exodus 15:8 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize his great display of power in delivering Israel at the Red Sea.
8The waters heaped up at the blast of Your nostrils; 
the currents stood firm like a dam. 
The watery depths congealed in the heart of the sea. 
(Exodus 15:8 CSB)

God commands the people to bring him his offering which he calls his food and describes as having a pleasing aroma in Exodus 8:2 as if he eats and smells to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize his delight in their sacrifices.
2Command the Israelites and say to them: 
Be sure to present to Me at its appointed time 
My offering and My food as My fire offering, 
a pleasing aroma to Me.

(Numbers 8:2 CSB)

Joshua describes the LORD as a jealous God in Joshua 24:19 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize his passion for his people Israel.
19But Joshua told the people, "You will not be able to 
worship the LORD, because He is a holy God. 
He is a jealous God; He will not remove your 
transgressions and sins. 
(Joshua 24:19 CSB)
The psalmist says that the one in heaven laughs and ridicules the king and rulers of the earth in Psalm 2:4 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize that the Lord is not intimidated by the kings and rulers of the earth.
4The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
the Lord ridicules them. 
(Psalm 2:4 CSB)

The psalmist says that God is seated on his throne as a righteous judge in Psalm 9:4 as if he needed a chair to emphasize his sovereign authority to judge.
4For You have upheld my just cause; 
You are seated on Your throne as a righteous judge. 
(Psalm 9:4 CSB)

The LORD says that he will instruct the psalmist with his eye on him in Psalm 32:8 as if God had eyes to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize God's vigilant care.
I will instruct you and show you the way to go; 
with My eye on you, I will give counsel. 
(Psalm 32:8 CSB)

Isaiah declares that the LORD has displayed his holy arm in Isaiah 52:10 as if God had flexed his muscles to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize that God has displayed his power to the nations.
10The LORD has displayed His holy arm in the sight 
of all the nations; all the ends of the earth 
will see the salvation of our God. 
(Isaiah 52:10 CSB)

Though it is not apparent in translation, God's merciful compassion in Luke 1:78 is literally his "merciful bowels." God is described as if he had internal organs to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the extent of his great mercy and compassion.
78Because of our God's merciful compassion, 
the Dawn from on high will visit us 
(Luke 1:78 CSB)
Jesus says that no one is able to snatch his sheep from his Father's hand in John 10:28-29 as if God had hands to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the security of faithful disciples.
28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish-- 
ever! No one will snatch them out of My hand.

29My Father, who has given them to Me, 
is greater than all. No one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father's hand.

(John 10:28-29 CSB)

James asserts that the outcry of the harvesters has reached the ears of the Lord of Hosts in James 5:4 as if he had ears to emphasize God's attentiveness to the cries of those who the rich have exploited.
Look! The pay that you withheld from the 
workers who reaped your fields cries out, 
and the outcry of the harvesters has reached 
the ears of the Lord of Hosts. 
(James 5:4 CSB)

Antithesis or Contrast
Antithesis or contrast is dramatically setting one word or phrase against another in order to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the one over against the other.  In Joshua's farewell address to the people of Israel in Joshua 23:14-16 he contrasts every good thing that the LORD their God has faithfully given to them with every bad thing that he will bring on them to emphasize the urgency of being faithful to the covenant that they have made with the LORD.
14I am now going the way of all the earth, 
and you know with all your heart and all 
your soul that none of the good promises the 
LORD your God made to you has failed. 
Everything was fulfilled for you; not one 
promise has failed. 15Since every good thing the 
LORD your God promised you has come about, 
so He will bring on you every bad thing until 
He has annihilated you from this good land 
the LORD your God has given you. 16If you break 
the covenant of the LORD your God, which 
He commanded you, and go and worship other 
gods, and bow down to them, the LORD's anger 
will burn against you, and you will quickly 
disappear from this good land He has given you."

(Joshua 23:14-16 CSB)

The psalmist contrasts following the advice of the wicked, taking the path of sinners, and joining a group of mockers with delighting in the LORD's instruction and meditating on it day and night in Psalm 1:1-2 to emphasize the urgency of heeding the LORD's teaching rather than being influenced by wicked sinners.

1How happy is the man who does not follow 
the advice of the wicked, or take the path 
of sinners, or join a group of mockers!

2Instead, his delight is in the LORD's instruction, 

and he meditates on it day and night.

(Psalm 1:1-2 CSB)

Proverbs 9 is an elaborate contrast of the invitations of personified Wisdom and personified Folly to emphasize the urgency of heeding the invitation of Wisdom and declining the invitation of Folly.

1Wisdom has built her house; she has carved out 
her seven pillars. 2She has prepared her meat; 
she has mixed her wine; she has also set her table. 
3She has sent out her servants; she calls out from 
the highest points of the city: 4"Whoever is 
inexperienced, enter here!" To the one who 
lacks sense, she says, 5"Come, eat my bread, 
and drink the wine I have mixed. 6Leave 
inexperience behind, and you will live; pursue 
the way of understanding. 7The one who corrects 
a mocker will bring dishonor on himself; 
the one who rebukes a wicked man will get hurt.1
8Don't rebuke a mocker, or he will hate you;
rebuke a wise man, and he will love you.

9Instruct a wise man, and he will be wiser still; 
teach a righteous man, and he will learn more.

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. 11For by Wisdom your days 
will be many, and years will be added to your life. 

12If you are wise, you are wise for your own benefit; 
if you mock, you alone will bear the consequences."

13The woman Folly is rowdy; she is gullible and 
knows nothing. 14She sits by the doorway of 
her house, on a seat at the highest point of the 
city, 15calling to those who pass by, who go straight 
ahead on their paths: 16"Whoever is inexperienced, 
enter here!" To the one who lacks sense, she says,

17"Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten secretly 
is tasty!" 18But he doesn't know that the departed 
spirits are there, that her guests are in 
the depths of Sheol.

(Proverbs 9:1-18 CSB)

Solomon contrasts the wisdom of the wise with the foolishness of the fool in Proverbs 10:14 to emphasize the need to store up knowledge like the wise.

14The wise store up knowledge, 
but the mouth of the fool hastens destruction. 
(Proverbs 10:14 CSB)

Isaiah contrast young men who grow tired and weary and stumble and fall with those who put their hope in the LORD in Isaiah 40:30-31 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize that those who put the hope in the LORD will soar without tiring.

30Even youths grow tired and weary, 

and young men stumble and fall; but those who 
hope in the LORD will renew their strength.

31They will soar on wings like eagles;

 they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint.

(Isaiah 40:30-31 NIV)

Isaiah contrasts their hope for light and brightness with their experience of darkness and night in Isaiah 59:8-9 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize the disappointment and distress they have experienced because they have not chosen the path of peace and instead made their roads crooked.
8They have not known the path of peace, 
and there is no justice in their ways. 
They have made their roads crooked; 
no one who walks on them will know peace.

9Therefore justice is far from us, 
and righteousness does not reach us. 
We hope for light, but there is darkness; 
for brightness, but we live in the night.

(Isaiah 59:8-9 CSB)

Jesus contrasts those who hear his words and acts on them, likening them to a man who built his house on the rock, with those who hear his words and do not act on them, likening them to a man who built his house on the sand in Matthew 7:24-27 to vividly describe the results of both listening to his words and ignoring them and dramatically emphasize the urgency of listening to his words and acting on them.
24Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine 
and acts on them will be like a sensible man who 
built his house on the rock. 25The rain fell, the rivers rose, 
and the winds blew and pounded that house. Yet it didn't 
collapse, because its foundation was on the rock.

26But everyone who hears these words of Mine and 
doesn't act on them will be like a foolish man who built 
his house on the sand.  27The rain fell, the rivers rose, 
the winds blew and pounded that house, 
and it collapsed. And its collapse was great!"

(Matthew 7:24-27 CSB)

Jesus contrasts himself, the good shepherd, who lays down his life for the sheep, with a hired man, who leaves them and runs away when he sees a wolf coming in John 10:11-14 to vividly describe and dramatically emphasize his love and faithfulness to his disciples.

11I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep. 12The hired man, since he 

is not the shepherd and doesn't own the sheep, 

leaves them and runs away when he sees a wolf coming. 
The wolf then snatches and scatters them.

13This happens because he is a hired man and doesn't 

care about the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. 

I know My own sheep, and they know Me,

(John 10:11-14 CSB)

Paul contrasts the destiny of those who live according to the flesh and those who by the Spirit put to death the deeds of the body in Romans 8:12-13 to vividly describe the results of living according to the flesh and by the Spirit and dramatically emphasize the need to live by the Spirit.
12So then, brothers, we are not obligated to the flesh 

to live according to the flesh, for if you live according to 

the flesh, you are going to die. 13But if by the Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

(Romans 8:12-13 CSB)

Paul contrasts the momentary light affliction of Christians with their incomparable eternal weight of glory in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 to dramatically emphasize the need not to focus on what is seen and temporary, but on what is unseen and eternal.
17For our momentary light affliction is producing for 
us an absolutely incomparable eternal weight of 
glory. 18So we do not focus on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen; for what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal.

(2 Corinthians 4:17-18 CSB)

Paul contrasts the former darkness of Christians with their present light in the Lord in Ephesians 5:8-10 to dramatically emphasize their need to walk as children of light, bear the fruit of light, and discern what its pleasing to the Lord..
8For you were once darkness, but now you are light 
in the Lord. Walk as children of light-- 9for the fruit of 
the light results in all goodness, righteousness, 
and truth-- 10discerning what is pleasing to the Lord. 

(Ephesians 5:8-10 CSB)
Paul contrasts righteousness that comes from the law with righteousness that comes from God through faith in Christ in Philippians 3:8-9 to dramatically emphasize the superiority of the righteousness that comes from God through faith.

8Because of Him I have suffered the loss of all things 
and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ

9and be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my 
own from the law, but one that is through faith in Christ-- 
the righteousness from God based on faith.

(Philippians 3:8-9 CSB)
FIGURES THAT USE UNUSUAL OR 
DRAMATIC MEANS

The figures of speech that use unusual or dramatic means for emphasis are more numerous than those that compare or contrast someone or something with something else.  Though Bullinger again uses many categories to examine these figures that use unusual or dramatic means for emphasis, I have simplified and summarized these into 22 categories that I have found to be significant: epizeuxis or repetition, pleonasm or redundancy, amplification or compounding, chiasm or mirroring, climax or scaffolding, a fortiori or even more, hendiadys or coupling, merism or framing, asyndeton or no "ands", polysyndeton or many "ands", absolute language, hyperbole or overstatement, meiosis or understatement, litotes or negative understatement, paronomasia or play on words, paradoxical sayings, irony, sarcasm, idiom, pathos or display of emotion, exclamation, and rhetorical questions. 
Epizeuxis or Repetition
Epizeuxis or repetition is the replication of the same word or phrase in the same context to emphasize what is said.  Bullinger deals with what I call repetition under a variety of categories based on the ways the word or phrase is repeated.  I have simplified and summarized these under the general category of epizeuxis or repetition.  The important thing is to be on the alert for repetition, no matter how the repetition occurs, because it is normally emphatic.  Moses repeatedly tells the people of Israel that they "will be blessed" in Deuteronomy 28:3-6 to dramatically emphasize the LORD's intention of blessing them.

3You will be blessed in the city and blessed in 
the country. 4Your descendants will be blessed, 
and your soil's produce, and the offspring of 
your livestock, including the young of your 
herds and the newborn of your flocks. 5Your 
basket and kneading bowl will be blessed. 

6You will be blessed when you come in 
and blessed when you go out. 
(Deuteronomy 28:3-6 CSB)

The psalmist begins and ends Psalm 8 by declaring how magnificent the name of the LORD is to dramatically emphasize his magnificence.

1LORD, our Lord, how magnificent is 
Your name throughout the earth! 
You have covered the heavens with Your majesty.
 2Because of Your adversaries, 
You have established a stronghold 

from the mouths of children and nursing infants, 

to silence the enemy and the avenger.

3When I observe Your heavens, 
the work of Your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which You set in place, 
4what is man that You remember him, 
the son of man that You look after him?

5You made him little less than God 
and crowned him with glory and honor. 
6You made him lord over the works of Your hands; 
You put everything under his feet: 
7all the sheep and oxen, as well as animals in the wild, 
8birds of the sky, and fish of the sea passing 
through the currents of the seas.

9LORD, our Lord, how magnificent is 
Your name throughout the earth!

(Psalm 8:1-9 CSB)

The psalmist repeatedly says "The voice of the LORD" in Psalm 29:3-9 to dramatically emphasize the power and authority of the LORD.

3The voice of the LORD is above the waters.

 The God of glory thunders-- 
the LORD, above vast waters, 
4the voice of the LORD in power, 

the voice of the LORD in splendor. 

5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;

 the LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon.

6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

and Sirion, like a young wild ox. 

7The voice of the LORD flashes flames of fire.

 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

 9The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth 

and strips the woodlands bare. 

In His temple all cry, "Glory!"

(Psalm 29:3-9 CSB)

The psalmist repeatedly calls upon Israel, the house of Aaron, and those who fear the LORD to "trust in the LORD" and assures them repeatedly in Psalm 115:9-11 that "He is their help and shield" to dramatically emphasize both their need to trust the LORD and the basis their trust in the LORD.

9Israel, trust in the LORD! 
He is their help and shield.

10House of Aaron, trust in the LORD! 
He is their help and shield.

11You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 
He is their help and shield.

(Psalm 115:9-11 CSB)

The psalmist then repeatedly assures the house of Israel, the house of Aaron, and those who fear the LORD that he "will bless" them in verses 12-13 to dramatically emphasize the LORD's intention to bless them.

12The LORD remembers us and will bless us. 

He will bless the house of Israel; 
He will bless the house of Aaron;

13He will bless those who fear the Lord-- 
small and great alike.

(Psalm 115:12-13 CSB)

The Seraphim repeatedly call out "Holy, holy, holy" in Isaiah 6:3 to dramatically emphasize the great holiness of the LORD God of Hosts.

And one called to another: Holy, holy, holy is the 

LORD of Hosts; His glory fills the whole earth. 

(Isaiah 6:3 CSB)

The LORD repeatedly declares "yet you have not returned to me" in Amos 4:6-11 to dramatically emphasize the stubborn refusal of the people of Israel to return to him.

6I gave you absolutely nothing to eat in all your cities, 

a shortage of food in all your communities, 

yet you did not return to Me-- the LORD's declaration.

 7I also withheld the rain from you while there were 
still three months until harvest. I sent rain on 
one city but no rain on another. One field received 
rain while a field with no rain withered. 
8Two or three cities staggered to another city 
to drink water but were not satisfied, 

yet you did not return to Me-- the LORD's declaration.

 9I struck you with blight and mildew; the locust 
devoured your many gardens and vineyards, 
your fig trees and olive trees, 
yet you did not return to Me-- the LORD's declaration. 
10I sent plagues like those of Egypt; I killed your 
young men with the sword, along with your 
captured horses. I caused the stench of your 

camp to fill your nostrils, 
yet you did not return to Me-- the LORD's declaration. 
11I overthrew some of you as I overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and you were like 
a burning stick snatched from a fire, 
yet you did not return to Me-- the LORD's declaration.

(Amos 4:6-11 CSB)

Jesus begins and ends his warning that they don't know when the master of the house is coming with the same command "Be alert!" in Mark 13:35-37 to dramatically emphasize the need to be alert.

35Therefore be alert, since you don't know when 

the master of the house is coming-- whether 

in the evening or at midnight or at the crowing 

of the rooster or early in the morning.

36Otherwise, he might come suddenly and find you sleeping.

37And what I say to you, I say to everyone: Be alert!

 (Mark 13:35-37 CSB)

Jesus repeatedly uses the word "fear" in Luke 12:5 to dramatically emphasize the need to fear God, the one who has authority to throw people into hell after death.

5But I will show you the One to fear:

Fear Him who has authority to throw people 

into hell after death. Yes, I say to you, 

this is the One to fear! 

(Luke 12:5 CSB)

Jesus repeats the word "Truly" (Amen) in John 1:51 to dramatically emphasize his assurance to Nathaniel that he will indeed see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.
51And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 

you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 

ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 

(John 1:51 ESV)

Jesus repeatedly says that he will raise those the Father has given him on the last day in John 6:39-55 to dramatically emphasize the security of those who believe him to be the bread of life.

39This is the will of Him who sent Me: that I should 

lose none of those He has given Me but should 

raise them up on the last day. 40For this is the will 

of My Father: that everyone who sees the Son and 

believes in Him may have eternal life, and I will raise 

him up on the last day. 41Therefore the Jews started 

complaining about Him, because He said, "I am the 

bread that came down from heaven." 42They were 

saying, "Isn't this Jesus the son of Joseph, whose 

father and mother we know? How can He now say, 

'I have come down from heaven'?"  43Jesus answered 

them, "Stop complaining among yourselves.

 44No one can come to Me unless the Father who 

sent Me draws him, and I will raise him up on the 

last day. 45It is written in the Prophets: And they will

 all be taught by God. Everyone who has listened to 

and learned from the Father comes to Me-- 46not that 

anyone has seen the Father except the One who is 

from God. He has seen the Father. 47"I assure you: 

Anyone who believes has eternal life. 48I am the 

bread of life. 49Your fathers ate the manna in the 

wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that 

comes down from heaven so that anyone may eat 

of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came 

down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he 

will live forever. The bread that I will give for the 

life of the world is My flesh." 52At that, the Jews 

argued among themselves, "How can this man give 

us His flesh to eat?" 53So Jesus said to them,

 "I assure you: Unless you eat the flesh of the Son 

of Man and drink His blood, you do not have life in 

yourselves. 54Anyone who eats My flesh and drinks 

My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on 

the last day, 55because My flesh is real food and 

My blood is real drink.

(John 6:39-55 CSB)

Paul asks three rhetorical questions that ask "Who?" and imply an emphatic negative reply in Romans 33-35 to dramatically emphasize "No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us" (37).
33Who can bring an accusation against God's elect? 

God is the One who justifies.

Who is the one who condemns? 

34Christ Jesus is the One who died, but even more, 

has been raised; He also is at the right hand of God 

and intercedes for us.

35Who can separate us from the love of Christ? 

Can affliction or anguish or persecution or famine 

or nakedness or danger or sword?

(Romans 8:33-35 CSB)

Paul repeats his command to rejoice in Philippians 4:4 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of rejoicing.

4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 

Rejoice! (Philippians 4:4 CSB)

Pleonasm or Redundancy
Redundancy or Pleonasm is the use of synonyms or near synonyms or phrases that have similar meanings to restate and dramatically emphasize what has been said.  Redundancy is a close relative of repetition because the same ideas are repeated even if other words and phrases are used. Bullinger subdivides redundancy into several categories, but I have simplified by placing these under a single general heading.  The important thing is to look for what has already been said before with other words and phrases because this is normally emphatic.  Moses uses words and phrases with similar meanings in Exodus 34:6-7 to dramatically emphasize the grace and love of the LORD.

6Then the LORD passed in front of him and proclaimed: 

Yahweh-- Yahweh is a compassionate and gracious God, 

slow to anger and rich in faithful love and truth,

 7maintaining faithful love to a thousand generations, 

forgiving wrongdoing, rebellion, and sin. 

(Exodus 34:6-7 CSB)

Moses uses verbs with similar meanings in Deuteronomy 20:3 to dramatically emphasize that the people should not fear their enemies.

3He is to say to them: 'Listen, Israel: Today you 

are about to engage in battle with your enemies. 

Do not be fainthearted. Do not be afraid, alarmed, 

or terrified because of them. 

(Deuteronomy 20:3 CSB)

The psalmist uses phrases with similar meanings in Psalm 1:1 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of avoiding the influence of wicked people.

1How happy is the man who does not follow 

the advice of the wicked, 

or take the path of sinners, 

or join a group of mockers! 

(Psalm 1:1 CSB)

The psalmist uses phrases with similar meanings in Psalm 5:1-2 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of his prayer.

1Listen to my words, LORD; consider my sighing.

 2Pay attention to the sound of my cry,

 my King and my God, for I pray to You.

(Psalm 5:1-2 CSB)

Solomon uses phrases with similar meanings in Proverbs 4:14-15 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of avoiding the influence of the wicked.

14Don't set foot on the path of the wicked; 

don't proceed in the way of evil ones.

 15Avoid it; don't travel on it. 
Turn away from it, and pass it by.

(Proverbs 4:14-15 CSB)

Daniel uses verbs that are similar in meaning in Daniel 9:5 to dramatically emphasize the extent of their sin and rebellion.

5we have sinned, done wrong, acted wickedly, 

rebelled, and turned away from Your 

commandments and ordinances. 

(Daniel 9:5 CSB)

Daniel goes on to use phrases and verbs with similar meanings in Daniel 9:18-19 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of his prayer for God to act based on his love and compassion.

18Listen, my God, and hear. Open Your eyes and 

see our desolations and the city called by Your name. 

For we are not presenting our petitions before You 

based on our righteous acts, but based on Your 

abundant compassion. 19Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! 

Lord, listen and act! My God, for Your own sake, do not

 delay, because Your city and Your people 

are called by Your name.

(Daniel 9:18-19 CSB)

Zephaniah uses phrases with similar meanings in Zephaniah 1:15-16 to dramatically emphasize the horror of the Day of the LORD.

15That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and 

distress, a day of destruction and desolation, 

a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 

and blackness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle 

cry against the fortified cities, 
and against the high corner towers.

(Zephaniah 1:15-16 CSB)

The LORD of Hosts uses phrases that are similar in meaning in Zechariah 8:12 to dramatically emphasize the good intentions that he has for the remnant of Israel.

12For they will sow in peace: the vine will yield

 its fruit, the land will yield its produce, and the 

skies will yield their dew. I will give the remnant 

of this people all these things as an inheritance. 

(Zechariah 8:12 CSB)

Jesus uses synonyms or near synonyms in Mark 12:30 to dramatically emphasize the urgency for complete devotion to the Lord God.

30Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. 

(Mark 12:30 CSB)

Paul uses phrases with similar meanings in Ephesians 1:20-21 to dramatically emphasize the exaltation of the Messiah far above every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every title given.

20He demonstrated this power in the Messiah by 

raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His 

right hand in the heavens-- 21far above every ruler

and authority, power and dominion, and every title given, 

not only in this age but also in the one to come.

(Ephesians 1:20-21 CSB)

Paul uses near synonymous verbs in Philippians 4:9 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of heeding his instructions.

9Do what you have learned and received and 

heard and seen in me, and the God of 

peace will be with you. 

(Philippians 4:9 CSB)

Paul uses phrases that are similar in meaning in Colossians 1:16 to dramatically emphasize the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.

16because by Him everything was created, in 

heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities-- all things have been created 

through Him and for Him. 

(Colossians 1:16 CSB)
John uses phrases that are similar in meaning in 1 John 1:1-4 to dramatically emphasize his faithful testimony to the Word of life.

1What was from the beginning, what we have heard, 

what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 

observed, and have touched with our hands, concerning 

the Word of life-- 2that life was revealed, and we have 

seen it and we testify and declare to you the eternal life 

that was with the Father and was revealed to us--

 3what we have seen and heard we also declare to you, 

so that you may have fellowship along with us; and 

indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His 

Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things 

so that our joy may be complete.

(1 John 1:1-4 CSB)

Amplification or Compounding
I am using amplification to refers to the multiplication of words or phrases that are different in meaning to describe one thing and dramatically emphasize something about it.  Bullinger uses this heading for a variety of categories, many of which have little emphasis.  What I mean by amplification is more focused than Bullinger's use of the term.  The important thing is to focus on the multiplication of words and phrases that are different in meaning to describe one thing because this is normally emphatic.  Different words and phrases are multiplied in Deuteronomy 28:25-45 to dramatically emphasize the extent of God's judgment of Israel if they violate the covenant.
25The LORD will cause you to be defeated before 

your enemies. You will march out against them from 

one direction but flee from them in seven directions. 

You will be an object of horror to all the kingdoms 

of the earth. 26Your corpses will be food for all the 

birds of the sky and the wild animals of the land, 

and no one will scare them away. 27"The LORD will 

afflict you with the boils of Egypt, tumors, a festering 

rash, and scabies, from which you cannot be cured.

 28 The LORD will afflict you with madness, blindness,

 and mental confusion, 29so that at noon you will grope 

as a blind man gropes in the dark. You will not be 

successful in anything you do. You will only be 

oppressed and robbed continually, and no one 

will help you. 30You will become engaged to a woman, 

but another man will rape her. You will build a house 

but not live in it. You will plant a vineyard but not enjoy 

its fruit. 31Your ox will be slaughtered before your eyes, 

but you will not eat any of it. Your donkey will be 

taken away from you and not returned to you. Your 

flock will be given to your enemies, and no one 

will help you. 32Your sons and daughters will be 
given to another people, while your eyes grow 
weary looking for them every day. But you will be 

powerless to do anything. 33A people you don't 

know will eat your soil's produce and everything 

you have labored for. You will only be oppressed 

and crushed continually. 34You will be driven 

mad by what you see. 35The LORD will afflict 

you on your knees and thighs with painful and 

incurable boils from the sole of your foot to the top 

of your head.36"The LORD will bring you and 

your king that you have appointed to a nation 

neither you nor your fathers have known, 

and there you will worship other gods, of wood 

and stone. 37You will become an object of 

horror, scorn, and ridicule among all the peoples 

where the LORD will drive you. 38"You will 
sow much seed in the field but harvest little, 

because locusts will devour it. 39You will plant 

and cultivate vineyards but not drink the wine or 

gather the grapes, because worms will eat them.

40You will have olives trees throughout your 

territory but not anoint yourself with oil, because 

your olives will drop off. 41You will father 
sons and daughters, but they will not remain 

yours, because they will be taken prisoner.42Whirring 

insects will take possession of all your trees and 

your land's produce. 43The foreign resident among 

you will rise higher and higher above you, 

while you sink lower and lower. 44He will lend 
to you, but you won't lend to him. He will be 

the head, and you will be the tail.45"All these 

curses will come, pursue, and overtake you until 

you are destroyed, since you did not obey 
the LORD your God and keep the commands 

and statutes He gave you.

(Deuteronomy 28:25-45 CSB)

Different words and phrases are multiplied in 1 Chronicles 29:11-12 to dramatically emphasize the extent of the LORD's sovereignty.
11Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power 

and the glory and the splendor and the majesty, 

for everything in the heavens and on earth belongs 

to You. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom, and You 

are exalted as head over all. 12Riches and honor 

come from You, and You are the ruler of everything. 

In Your hand are power and might, and it is in Your 

hand to make great and to give strength to all.

(1 Chronicles 29:11-12 CSB)

The psalmist multiplies different words and phrases in Psalm 18:1-18 to dramatically emphasize the extent of the LORD intervention and deliverance.

1He said: I love You, LORD, my strength.

 2The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer,

 my God, my mountain where I seek refuge, 

my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

 3I called to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, 

and I was saved from my enemies.

 4The ropes of death were wrapped around me; 

the torrents of destruction terrified me.

 5The ropes of Sheol entangled me; 

the snares of death confronted me.

 6I called to the LORD in my distress, 

and I cried to my God for help. 

From His temple He heard my voice, 

and my cry to Him reached His ears.

 7Then the earth shook and quaked; 

the foundations of the mountains trembled; 

they shook because He burned with anger.

 8Smoke rose from His nostrils, 

and consuming fire came from His mouth; 

coals were set ablaze by it.1
 9He parted the heavens and came down, 

a dark cloud beneath His feet.

 10He rode on a cherub and flew, 

soaring on the wings of the wind.

 11He made darkness His hiding place, 

dark storm clouds His canopy around Him.

 12From the radiance of His presence, 

His clouds swept onward with hail and blazing coals.

 13The LORD thundered from heaven; 

the Most High projected His voice.

 14He shot His arrows and scattered them; 

He hurled lightning bolts and routed them.

 15The depths of the sea became visible, 

the foundations of the world were exposed, 

at Your rebuke, LORD, at the blast 
of the breath of Your nostrils.

 16He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 

He pulled me out of deep waters.

 17He rescued me from my powerful enemy 

and from those who hated me, 

for they were too strong for me.

 18They confronted me in the day of my distress, 

but the LORD was my support.

(Psalm 18:1-18 CSB)

The psalmist multiplies different phrases in Psalm 22:12-18 to dramatically emphasize the extent of his suffering.

12Many bulls surround me; 

strong ones of Bashan encircle me.

 13They open their mouths against me--

 lions, mauling and roaring.

 14I am poured out like water, 

and all my bones are disjointed; 

my heart is like wax, melting within me.

 15My strength is dried up like baked clay; 

my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth. 

You put me into the dust of death.

 16For dogs have surrounded me; 

a gang of evildoers has closed in on me; 

they pierced my hands and my feet.

 17I can count all my bones; 

people look and stare at me.

 18They divided my garments among themselves, 

and they cast lots for my clothing.

(Psalm 22:12-18 CSB)

The Teacher multiplies different words and phrases in Ecclesiastes 2:3-11 to dramatically emphasize his exhaustive search for enjoyment in life through physical and material pleasures.
3I explored with my mind how to let my body 
enjoy life with wine and how to grasp folly-- 
my mind still guiding me with wisdom-- until I 
could see what is good for people to do under 
heaven during the few days of their lives. 
4I increased my achievements. I built houses 
and planted vineyards for myself. 5I made 
gardens and parks for myself and planted every 
kind of fruit tree in them. 6I constructed 
reservoirs of water for myself from which to 
irrigate a grove of flourishing trees. 7I acquired 
male and female servants and had slaves who 
were born in my house. I also owned many 
herds of cattle and flocks, more than all who 
were before me in Jerusalem. 8I also amassed 

silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of 
kings and provinces. I gathered male and female 
singers for myself, and many concubines, the 
delights of men. 9Thus, I became great and 
surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem; 
my wisdom also remained with me. 10All that 
my eyes desired, I did not deny them. I did not 
refuse myself any pleasure, for I took pleasure 

in all my struggles. This was my reward for 
all my struggles. 11When I considered all that I 
had accomplished and what I had labored to 
achieve, I found everything to be futile and 
a pursuit of the wind. There was nothing to be 
gained under the sun.

(Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 CSB)

The LORD multiplies different words to describe the sacrifices and festivals of Israel in Isaiah 1:11-14 to dramatically emphasize the extent of his disregard for them.

11"What are all your sacrifices to Me?" asks the 

LORD. "I have had enough of burnt offerings 

and rams and the fat of well-fed cattle; I have 

no desire for the blood of bulls, lambs, or male 

goats.  12When you come to appear before Me, 

who requires this from you-- this trampling of My 

courts? 13Stop bringing useless offerings. I 

despise your incense. New Moons and Sabbaths, 

and the calling of solemn assemblies-- 

I cannot stand iniquity with a festival.

14I hate your New Moons and prescribed festivals. 

They have become a burden to Me; 

I am tired of putting up with them.

(Isaiah 1:11-14 CSB)

The LORD multiplies different phrases that describe possible places that they might flee to escape his presence in Amos 9:2-4 to dramatically emphasize that it is impossible to escape from him and his judgment.

2If they dig down to Sheol, from there My 
hand will take them; if they climb up to heaven, 

from there I will bring them down. 3If they hide 
themselves on the top of Carmel, from there I 
will track them down and seize them; if they 
conceal themselves from My sight on the sea floor,
 from there I will command the sea serpent to bite 
them. 4And if they are driven by their enemies 
into captivity, from there I will command the 
sword to kill them. I will fix My eyes on them 
for harm and not for good.

(Amos 9:2-4 CSB)
Paul multiplies different words and phrases in Philippians 3:4-7 to dramatically emphasize the extent of his grounds for confidence in the flesh.

4If anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence 

in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised the eighth day; 

of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 

a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;

 6as to zeal, persecuting the church; as to the 

righteousness that is in the law, blameless.

 7But everything that was a gain to me, 

I have considered to be a loss because of Christ.

(Philippians 3:4-7 CSB)

Paul multiplies different phrases to commend himself and his associates to the Corinthian Christians in 2 Corinthians 6:4-10 to dramatically emphasize their qualifications to be God's ministers.

4But in everything, as God's ministers, we commend 

ourselves: by great endurance, by afflictions, by 
hardship, by pressures, by beatings, by imprisonments, 
by riots, by labors, by sleepless nights, by times of 
hunger, by purity, by knowledge, by patience, 
by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, 
by the message of truth, by the power of God; 
through weapons of righteousness on the right hand 
and the left, through glory and dishonor, through 
slander and good report; as deceivers yet true; as 
unknown yet recognized; as dying and look-- 
we live; as being chastened yet not killed; 
as grieving yet always rejoicing; as poor yet enriching 
many; as having nothing yet possessing everything.

(2 Corinthians 6:4-10 CSB)

Paul multiplies different words in Galatians 5:19-21 to dramatically emphasize the heinousness of the works of the flesh.

19Now the works of the flesh are obvious:12sexual 

immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, 20idolatry, 

sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 

selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions, 21envy, 

drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar, about 

which I tell you in advance-- as I told you before-- 

that those who practice such things 

will not inherit the kingdom of God.

(Galatians 5:19-21)

Paul goes on to multiply different words in Galatians 5:22-23 to dramatically emphasize the virtuousness of the fruit of the Spirit.

 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23gentleness, 

self-control. Against such things there is no law.

(Galatians 5:22-23 CSB)

Paul multiplies different phrases that vividly describe Jesus' incarnation in Philippians 2:5-8 to dramatically emphasize the extent of his humility and obedience as an example for Christians.

5Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus,

6who, existing in the form of God, did not consider 

equality with God as something to be used for 

His own advantage.  7Instead He emptied Himself

 by assuming the form of a slave, taking on the 

likeness of men. And when He had come as a 

man in His external form, 8He humbled Himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death-- 

even to death on a cross.

(Philippians 2:5-8 CSB)

Paul multiplies different words and phrases to describe the people of the last days in 2 Timothy 3:1-7 to dramatically emphasize the extent of their wickedness and the urgency of avoiding them.

1But know this: difficult times will come in the 
last days. 2For people will be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3unloving, 
irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, 
without love for what is good, 4traitors, reckless, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God, 5holding to the form of religion but 

denying its power. Avoid these people! 6For among 

them are those who worm their way into households 

and capture idle women burdened down with sins,

 led along by a variety of passions, 7always learning

and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.

(2 Timothy 3:1-7 CSB)

The angels, living creatures, and elders multiply different words in Revelation 5:12 to dramatically emphasize the greatness of the Lamb.
12They said with a loud voice: The Lamb who was 

slaughtered is worthy to receive power and 

riches and wisdom and strength and honor 

and glory and blessing! 

(Revelation 5:12 CSB)

Chiasm or Mirroring
Chiasm is a form of repetition or redundancy, but in chiasm the repetition or redundancy takes a distinctive pattern and requires special treatment.  In chiasm words and phrases are stated and then the same or similar words or phrases are stated in reverse order.  Thus the same or similar words or phrases are like a mirror image.  In some cases there is a middle element that serves as a hinge or an ending element that serves as a climax, each of which is emphasized by its position and role.  

The psalmist uses a chiastic structure in Psalm 86 to draw attention to this psalm and reemphasize his petition for deliverance in verses 1-7 with another in verses 14-17 and reemphasize his praise to God in verses 8-10 with a commitment to praise God in verses 12-13.  His petition for God to teach him his way and unite his heart in verse 11 serves as the hinge and is the central focus of the psalm.

A1
Petition for Deliverance (1-7)

B1
Praise to God (8-10)

C
Petition for God to Teach Him His Way and Unite His Heart (11)

B2
Commitment to Praise God (12-13)

A2
Petition for Deliverance (14-17)

The Teacher employs a chiastic structure in Ecclesiastes 1:3-2:26 to emphasize his warning against obsession with work in 1:3-11 with another in 2:17-23, his warning against obsession with wisdom in 1:12-18 with another in 2:12-16, and his warning against obsession with worldly pleasure in 2:1-8 with another in 2:9-11.  He also emphasizes his appeal to please God and be satisfied by placing it at the end as the climax and conclusion (2:24-26).

A1
Warning against Obsession with Work (1:3-11)

B1
Warning against Obsession with Wisdom (1:12-18)

C1
Warning against Obsession with Worldly Pleasures (2:1-8)

C2
Warning against Obsession with Worldly Pleasure (2:9-11)

B2
Warning against Obsession with Wisdom (2:12-16)

A2
Warning against Obsession with Work (2:17-23)

D
Commendation of Pleasing God and Being Satisfied (2:24-26)

Amos uses a chiastic structure in Amos 5:1-17 that emphasizes his lament in verses 1-3 with a prophecy of lament in verses 16-17, his exhortation to seek the LORD in verses 4-6 with an exhortation to seek good in verses 14-15, and his accusation and warning in verses 7-9 with another in verses 10-13.  

A1
Lament (1-3)

B1
Exhortation to Seek the LORD (4-6)

C1
Accusation and Warning (7-9)

C2
Accusation and Warning (10-13)
B2
Exhortation to Seek Good 14-15)

A2
Lament (16-17)

Jonah uses a chiastic structure in his song from the belly of the great fish that emphasize his praise to the LORD for God's unexpected answer to his prayer in verse 2 with another expression of praise to God for his unexpected answer to his prayer in verse 7 and his praise for God's unexpected acceptance of him in the temple in verses 3-4 with another expression of praise to God for his unexpected deliverance of him from the Pit in verse and specifically God's unexpected acceptance of him at the temple and deliverance of him from the Pit in verses 5-6.  This structure also emphasizes his climax and conclusion in verses 8-9 that "Salvation belongs to the LORD" and his commitment to sacrifice to the LORD with thanksgiving and fulfill his vows. 

A1
Jonah's Praise for God's Unexpected Answer to His Prayer (2:2)

2I called to the LORD in my distress, and He 

answered me. I cried out for help in the belly 

of Sheol; You heard my voice.

B1
Jonah's Praise for God's Unexpected Acceptance of Him at the Temple (2:3-4)

3You threw me into the depths, into the heart 

of the seas, and the current overcame me. All 

Your breakers and Your billows swept over me.

 4But I said: I have been banished from Your sight, 

yet I will look once more toward Your holy temple.

B2
Jonah's Praise for God's Unexpected Deliverance of Him from the Pit (2:5-6)

5The waters engulfed me up to the neck; the 

watery depths overcame me; seaweed was 

wrapped around my head. 6I sank to the foundations 

of the mountains; the earth with its prison bars 

closed behind me forever! But You raised 

my life from the Pit, LORD my God!

A2
Jonah's Praise for God's Unexpected Answer to His Prayer (2:7)

7As my life was fading away, I remembered 

the LORD. My prayer came to You, 

to Your holy temple.

C
Jonah's Conclusion (2:8-9)

 8Those who cling to worthless idols forsake 

faithful love, 9but as for me, I will sacrifice to You 

with a voice of thanksgiving. I will fulfil what I have 

vowed. Salvation is from the LORD!
Joel 3:17-21 employs a chiastic structure to emphasize that the LORD dwells in Zion, the holiness of Zion because of his pardon, and that Jerusalem will be blessed and inhabited forever.

A1
The LORD Who Dwells in Zion (3:17a)
17Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, 

who dwells in Zion, 

B1
The Holiness of the LORD's Holy Mountain Jerusalem (3:17b)

My holy mountain. Jerusalem will be holy, and 

foreigners will never overrun it again.
C1
The Blessing of the Mountains from the LORD's House (3:18)

 18In that day the mountains will drip with sweet  wine, 

and the hills will flow with milk. 

All the streams of Judah will flow with water, 

and a spring will issue from the LORD's house, 

watering the Valley of Acacias.

C2
The Eternal Habitation of Judah and Jerusalem (3:19-20)

 19Egypt will become desolate, and Edom a desert 

wasteland, because of the violence done to the 

people of Judah in whose land they shed innocent 

blood. 20But Judah will be inhabited forever, 

and Jerusalem from generation to generation.

B2 The LORD's Pardon of Their Bloodguilt (3:21)

 21I will pardon their bloodguilt, 

which I have not pardoned, 

A2
The LORD Who Dwells in Zion (3:21)

for the LORD dwells in Zion.

Climax or Scaffolding 

Climax or scaffolding is a form of repetition that takes a distinctive pattern like chiasm and requires special treatment. As Bullinger says, climax is "where the last word of one sentence is repeated as the first word of the next, and the last word of this next sentence is repeated as the first word of the sentence following, and so on" (Bullinger, 256).  Climax or scaffolding is normally used to dramatically emphasize extent, fulness, or completion.  Climax or scaffolding is used in Hosea 2:21 to dramatically emphasize the extent of the LORD's blessing of his people.  

21On that day I will respond-- the LORD's declaration.

 I will respond to the sky, and it will respond to the earth.

 22The earth will respond to the grain, the new wine, 

and the oil, and they will respond to Jezreel.

(Hosea 2:21-22 CSB)

Climax or scaffolding is used in Joel 1:3-4 to dramatically emphasize both the urgency of passing on of the message to subsequent generations and the extent of the plague of locusts.

3Tell your children about it, and let your children tell

 their children, and their children the next generation.

 4What the devouring locust has left, the swarming 

locust has eaten; what the swarming locust has left, 

the young locust has eaten; and what the young locust 

has left, the destroying locust has eaten.

(Joel 1:3-4 CSB)

John uses climax or scaffolding in John 1:1-5 to dramatically emphasize the identification of the Word with God, the Word's role in creation, and the life and light that was in the Word.

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with

God in the beginning. 3All things were created through 

Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created 

that has been created. 4Life was in Him, and that life 

was the light of men. 5That light shines in the darkness, 

yet the darkness did not overcome1 it.

(John 1:1-5 CSB)

Paul uses climax or scaffolding in Romans 5:3-5 to dramatically emphasize the positive benefits of affliction.

3And not only that, but we also rejoice in our afflictions, 

because we know that affliction produces endurance,

4endurance produces proven character, 

and proven character produces hope.

 5This hope does not disappoint, because God's love 

has been poured out in our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

(Romans 5:3-5 CSB)

Paul uses climax or scaffolding in Romans 8:29-30 to dramatically emphasize the extent of God's complete work of salvation.

29For those He foreknew He also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of His Son, so that He 

would be the firstborn among many brothers.

30And those He predestined, He also called; 

and those He called, He also justified; and those 

He justified, He also glorified.

(Romans 8:29-30 CSB)

James uses climax or scaffolding in James 1:14-15 to dramatically emphasize the extent of the devastation that is caused by evil desires.

14But each person is tempted when he is drawn 

away and enticed by his own evil desires.  15Then 

after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, 

and when sin is fully grown, it gives birth to death.

(James 1:14-15 CSB)

Peter uses climax or scaffolding in 2 Peter 1:5-7 to dramatically emphasize the extent of the effort that Christians need to expend so they won't be useless and unfruitful.

5For this very reason, make every effort to 

supplement your faith with goodness, goodness 

with knowledge, 6knowledge with self-control,

 self-control with endurance, endurance with 

godliness, 7godliness with brotherly affection,

and brotherly affection with love.

(2 Peter 1:5-7 CSB)

A Fortiori or Even More
Though not usually classified as a figure of speech, I have decided to include a fortiori or even more arguments in my study.  Indeed, a fortiori or even more arguments do fit my definition of a figure of speech since they are a rhetorical device that dramatically emphasizes what is said.  In a fortiori or even more arguments it is reasoned that if one thing is accepted as true something else is even more true. Moses uses an a fortiori argument in Deuteronomy 31:27 to emphasize the certainty that Israel would rebel after he died since they rebelled while he was alive. 
27For I know how rebellious and stiff-necked you 
are. If you are rebelling against the LORD now, 
while I am still alive, how much more will 
you rebel after I am dead! 
(Deuteronomy 31:27 CSB)

Solomon uses an a fortiori argument in Proverbs 15:11 to emphasize the certainty that human hearts are known to the LORD since Sheol and Abaddon lie open before him.

11Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the LORD-- 
how much more, human hearts. 
(Proverbs 15:11 CSB)

Solomon uses an a fortiori argument in Proverbs 21:27 to emphasize the certainty that the wicked person who sacrifices with ulterior motives is detestable.
27The sacrifice of a wicked person is detestable-- 
how much more so when he brings 
it with ulterior motives! 
(Proverbs 21:27 CSB)

Jesus uses an a fortiori argument in Matthew 7:11 to emphasize that the Father in heaven gives good things to those who ask him since even people know how to give good gifts to their children even though they are evil.

11If you then, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give good things 
to those who ask Him! 
(Matthew 7:11 CSB)

Jesus uses an a fortiori argument in Luke 12:28 to emphasize that God will clothe them since he even clothes the grass.
28If that's how God clothes the grass, which 
is in the field today and is thrown into the 
furnace tomorrow, how much more will He 
do for you-- you of little faith? 
(Luke 12:28 CSB)

Paul uses an a fortiori argument in Romans 5:10 to emphasize that they will be save by God's Son since they were reconciled to God through the death of his Son while they were still enemies.

10For if, while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
then how much more, having been reconciled, 
will we be saved by His life! 
(Romans 5:10 CSB)

Paul uses an a fortiori argument in 2 Corinthians 3:7-8 to emphasize the glory of the ministry of the Spirit since even the ministry of death, chiseled in letters on stones, came with glory.

7Now if the ministry of death, chiseled in letters 
on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of 
Israel were not able to look directly at Moses' 
face because of the glory from his face-- 
a fading glory-- 8how will the ministry of 
the Spirit not be more glorious?

(2 Corinthians 3:7-8 CSB)
An a fortiori argument is used in Hebrews 9:13-14 to emphasize that the blood of the Messiah who offered himself without blemish will cleanse their consciences from dead works since even the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sanctified and purified the flesh.
13For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 
of a heifer sprinkling those who are defiled, 
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14how much 
more will the blood of the Messiah, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish 
to God, cleanse our consciences from dead 
works to serve the living God?

(Hebrews 9:13-14 CSB)
Hendiadys or Coupling
Hendiadys or coupling is the joining of two and occasionally three words together to refer a single thing or action in order to make that thing or action more vivid and emphatic. Thus hendiadys is closely related to amplification.  The words "sulfur" and "fire" are joined together in Genesis 19:24 to dramatically emphasize the fiery sulfur that the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah.

24Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah 

sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven.

(Genesis 19:24 ESV)

Solomon joins the words "great" and "wonderful" together in 2 Chronicles 2:8-9 to dramatically emphasize that the temple he is building would be extremely great.

8Also, send me cedar, cypress, and algum1 logs 

from Lebanon, for I know that your servants know 

how to cut the trees of Lebanon. Note that my 

servants will be with your servants 9to prepare

 logs for me in abundance because the temple 

I am building will be great and wonderful.

(2 Chronicles 2:8-9 CSB)

The psalmist joins the words "glory" and "strength" together in Psalm 96:7 to dramatically emphasize his call to strongly glorify the LORD.

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

(Psalm 96:7 CSB)

The LORD joins the words "justice" and "righteousness" together in Jeremiah 22:3 to dramatically emphasize that his people are to administer righteous judgment.  He also probably joins the words "exploit" and "brutalize" to dramatically emphasize that they should not brutally exploit the alien, the fatherless, or the widow.

3This is what the LORD says: Administer justice and 

righteousness. Rescue the victim of robbery from 

the hand of his oppressor. Don't exploit or brutalize 

the alien, the fatherless, or the widow. Don't shed 

innocent blood in this place. 

(Jeremiah 22:3 CSB)

The LORD joins the words "future" and "hope" in Jeremiah 29:11 to dramatically emphasize the hopeful plans that he has for the future of his people.

11"For I know the plans I have for you"-- this is the 

LORD's declaration-- "plans for your welfare, not 

for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 

(Jeremiah 29:11 CSB)

Daniel joins the words "host" and "stars" in Daniel 8:10 to dramatically emphasize the greatness of the little horn, which even threw down some of the starry host.

10It grew great, even to the host of heaven. And 

some of the host and some of the stars it threw 

down to the ground and trampled on them.

(Daniel 8:10 ESV)

Jesus joins the words "kingdom, power," and "glory" in Matthew 6:13 to dramatically emphasize the glorious power of God's kingdom.

13And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver 

us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

(Matthew 6:13 CSB)

Jesus joins the words "spirit" and "truth" in John 4:23-24 to dramatically emphasize that true worshipers must worship God authentically in their spirit.

23But an hour is coming, and is now here, 

when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth. Yes, the Father 

wants such people to worship Him. 
24God is spirit, and those who worship Him 

must worship in spirit and truth."

(John 4:23-24 CSB)

Jesus joins the words "way, truth," and "life" in John 14:6 and dramatically emphasize that he is the living and true way to life.

6Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

(John 14:6 CSB)

Paul joins the words "Spirit" and "power" in 1 Corinthians 2:4 to dramatically emphasize the powerful demonstrations of the Spirit in his ministry.

4My speech and my proclamation were not with 

persuasive words of wisdom, but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit and power 

(1 Corinthians 2:4 CSB)

Paul joins the words "kingdom" and "glory" in 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 to emphasize the glory of God's kingdom.

11As you know, like a father with his own children,

 12we encouraged, comforted, and implored each 

one of you to walk worthy of God, who calls you

into His own kingdom and glory.

(1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 CSB)

Paul joins the words "pillar" and "foundation" in 1 Timothy 3:15 to dramatically emphasize that the church is the firm foundation of the truth.

15But if I should be delayed, I have written so 

that you will know how people ought to act in God's 

household, which is the church of the living God, 

the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

(1 Timothy 3:15 CSB)

Paul joins the words "life" and "immorality" in 2 Timothy 1:10 to dramatically emphasize the everlasting life that Christ Jesus has brought through the gospel. 
10This has now been made evident through the 

appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who has 

abolished death and has brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel. 

(2 Timothy 1:10 CSB)

Merism or Framing
Merism or framing is the joining of contrasting pairs together to frame extremes and dramatically emphasize extent. We may emphasize that we have searched everywhere by stating that we have searched "high and low."  Thus merism is closely  related to amplification like hendiadys or coupling.   Bullinger understands merism differently and I have followed the more common understanding of the term today.  He does deal with what is commonly called merism but under the category of syntheton or combination.  Moses joins contrasting pairs when he blesses the people of Israel in Deuteronomy 28:3-6.  When he says that they will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country in verse 3 he is emphasizing that they will be blessed everywhere.  When he says that they will be blessed when they come in and when they go out in verse 6 he is dramatically emphasizing that they will be blessed wherever they go.
3You will be blessed in the city and blessed 

in the country. 4Your descendants will be blessed, 

and your soil's produce, and the offspring of your 

livestock, including the young of your herds and 

the newborn of your flocks. 5Your basket and 

kneading bowl will be blessed. 6You will be blessed 

when you come in and blessed when you go out.

(Deuteronomy 28:3-6 CSB)

When the psalmist says that the LORD is exalted above all the nations and the heavens in Psalm 113:4 he is dramatically emphasizing that the LORD is exalted everywhere.
4The LORD is exalted above all the nations, 

His glory above the heavens. 

(Psalm 113:4 CSB)

When the psalmist says that the Lord will bless those who fear the Lord whether they are small or great in Psalm 115:13 he is dramatically emphasizing that the Lord will bless everyone who fears the Lord whoever they are.
13He will bless those who fear the Lord-- 

small and great alike. 

(Psalm 115:13 CSB)

When the psalmist says that the LORD is the Maker of heaven and earth in Psalm 121:2, he is dramatically emphasizing that the LORD is the Maker of everything.

2My help comes from the LORD, 
the Maker of heaven and earth. 
(Psalm 121:2 CSB)

When the psalmist says that the LORD knows when he sits down and stands up and observes his travels and rest in Psalm 139:2-3 he is dramatically emphasizing that the LORD is aware of him at all times.

2You know when I sit down and when I stand up; 

You understand my thoughts from far away.

3You observe my travels and my rest; 

You are aware of all my ways. 

(Psalm 139:2-3 CSB)

When the LORD of Hosts says that in a little while he is going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land in Haggai 2:6 he is dramatically emphasizing that he is going to intervene in a powerful way that will shake everything up.

6For the LORD of Hosts says this: "Once more,
 in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens 
and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 
(Haggai 2:6 CSB)

When Luke says that Moses was mighty in his words and deeds in Acts 7:22 he is dramatically emphasizing that Moses was mighty in every way.
22And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds. 

(Acts 7:22 ESV)

When Paul says that he is obligated to both Greeks and barbarians and both wise and foolish in Romans 1:14 he is dramatically emphasizing that he is obligated to preach the gospel to everyone.

14I am obligated both to Greeks and barbarians, 

both to the wise and the foolish. 

(Romans 1:14 CSB)

When Paul says that there is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female in Christ Jesus in Galatians 3:28 he is dramatically emphasizing that no distinction made by society has a bearing on the unity that Christians have in Christ Jesus.

28There is no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

(Galatians 3:28 CSB)
When Paul appeals to Christians to wash themselves clean from every impurity of the flesh and spirit in 2 Corinthians 7:1 he is dramatically emphasizing that they should purify themselves from every impurity whatever it is.

1Therefore dear friends, since we have such promises, 

we should wash ourselves clean from every impurity 

of the flesh and spirit, making our sanctification 
complete in the fear of God. 
(2 Corinthians 7:1 CSB)

When Paul says that everything was created by the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven and on earth and visible and invisible in Colossians 1:16 he is dramatically emphasizing that he created everything.

16because by Him everything was created, in 

heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities-- all things have been created 

through Him and for Him. 

(Colossians 1:16 CSB)
When the Lord God says he is the Alpha and the Omega in Revelation 1:8 he is dramatically emphasizing that he is the beginning and end of everything.

8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, 

"the One who is, who was, and who is coming, 

the Almighty." 

(Revelation 1:8 CSB)

Asyndeton or No "Ands"
Asyndeton or no "ands" is the listing of two or more words or phrases without the normal conjunctions.  Asyndeton or no "ands" is the counterpart of polysyndeton or many "ands" (See below).  Bullinger says, "When the figure Asyndeton is used, we are not detained over the separate statements, and asked to consider each detail, but we are hurried on over the various matters that are mentioned, as though they were of no account, in comparison with the great climax to which they lead up, and which alone are thus asked by this figure to emphasize" (Bullinger, 136).  This is probably an overstatement and it would be better to say simply that the words and phrases of the list are passed over quickly so that the emphasis is on the conclusion.  I have found that in most cases the impression created by the list is more important than the individual items in the list.  However, the list is important because this impression provides the basis for the emphasized conclusion.  The intentions of the enemy are listed without conjunctions in Exodus 15:9-10 to impress the evil plans of their enemies on their minds and emphasize the LORD's blowing with his breath so that the sea covered them and they sank like lead in the mighty waters.
9The enemy said: "I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil. My desire will be gratified at 
their expense. I will draw my sword; my hand will 
destroy them." 10But You blew with Your breath, 
and the sea covered them. They sank like lead 
in the mighty waters.

 (Exodus 15:9-10 CSB)

Isaiah lists the results of God's judgment without conjunctions in Isaiah 33:7-10 to impress the results of God's judgments on their minds and emphasize the LORD's exaltation of himself.

7Listen! Their warriors cry loudly in the streets;
the messengers of peace weep bitterly.

8The highways are deserted; travel has ceased. 
An agreement has been broken, 
and cities despised. and human life disregarded.

 9The land mourns and withers; 
Lebanon is ashamed and decayed. 
Sharon is like a desert; 
Bashan and Carmel shake off their leaves.

10"Now I will rise up," says the LORD. 
"Now I will lift Myself up. Now I will be exalted.

 (Isaiah 33:7-10 CSB)

Jesus lists the behavior of the people in the days of Noah and Lot without conjunctions in Luke 17:26-30 to impress the disregard of the people in the days of Noah and Lot for God's judgment on their mind and emphasize that it would be the same on the day the Son of Man is revealed.
26Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be 
in the days of the Son of Man: 27people went on 
eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage 
until the day Noah boarded the ark, and the 
flood came and destroyed them all. 28It will 
be the same as it was in the days of Lot: people 
went on eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, 
building. 29But on the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed 
them all. 30It will be like that on the day 
the Son of Man is revealed.

(Luke 17:26-30 CSB)

Paul lists the possible things that Christians could build on the foundation of Jesus Christ without conjunctions in First Corinthians 3:12-13 to impress on their minds that they could build either something of quality of something worthless and emphasize that the day of judgment will disclose it.
12If anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
 costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13each one's work 
will become obvious, for the day will disclose it,
 because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test 
the quality of each one's work.

(1 Corinthians 3:12-13 CSB)

Paul lists the works of the flesh without conjunctions in Galatians 5:19-21 to impress the nefarious character of the works of the flesh on their minds and emphasize that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
19Now the works of the flesh are obvious, sexual 
immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, 20idolatry, 
sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions, 21envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar, about 
which I tell you in advance-- as I told you before-- 
that those who practice such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.

 (Galatians 5:19-21 CSB)

Paul goes on to list the fruit of the Spirit without conjunctions in Galatians 5:22-23 to impress the virtues produced by the Spirit on their minds and emphasize that against such there is no law.
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faith, 23gentleness, self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.

 (Galatians 5:22-23 CSB)

Paul lists the reasons that he could have had for confidence in the flesh in Philippians 3:4-7 to impress these qualities on their minds and emphasize that everything that was gain to him he has considered loss because of Christ. 
4If anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence 
in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised the eighth day; 
of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;

 6as to zeal, persecuting the church; as to the 
righteousness that is in the law, blameless. 7But 
everything that was a gain to me, I have considered 
to be a loss because of Christ.

 (Philippians 3:4-7 CSB)

Paul lists the values of Scripture without conjunctions in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 to impress the benefits of Scripture on Timothy's  mind and emphasize that it is able to make the man of God complete and equipped for every good work.
16All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable 
for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training 
in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work.

 (2 Timothy 3:16-17 CSB)
Polysyndeton or Many "Ands"
Polysyndeton or many "ands" is the listing of words and phrases with an inordinate number of conjunctions so that the reader is encouraged to ponder each item that is listed.  Polysyndeton is significant because it focuses on and emphasizes each word or phrase that is listed.  Polysyndeton is the counterpart of asyndeton or no "ands" (See above). The actions of Abraham are listed and linked by "and" in Genesis 22:6 and 9-10 to emphasize his deliberate obedience to the command of the LORD to sacrifice his son Isaac. 

6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering

 and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his 

hand the fire and the knife. 

(Genesis 22:6 NAS)

9Then they came to the place of which God had told him; 

and Abraham built the altar there, and arranged the wood, 

and bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar 

on top of the wood. 10And Abraham stretched out his hand, 

and took the knife to slay his son. 

(Genesis 22:9-10 NAS)
The psalmist lists what the LORD has done and what he has made possible, linking them with "and" in Psalm 107:35-37, to emphasize each thing he has done and made possible and encourage the worshipers to ponder each of the blessings of the LORD.  

35He changes a wilderness into a pool of water, 

And a dry land into springs of water; And there 
36He makes the hungry to dwell, So that they 
may establish an inhabited city, 37And sow fields, 
and plant vineyards, And gather a fruitful harvest. 

(Psalm 107:35-37 NAS)

Isaiah lists the events of the Day of the LORD, linking them with "and" in Isaiah 2:11-19, to emphasize each and encourage God's people to consider each of the judgments of the LORD.  

11The lofty looks of man shall be brought low, 

and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, 
and Jehovah alone shall be exalted in that day.  
12For there shall be a day of Jehovah of hosts 
upon all that is proud and haughty, and upon 
all that is lifted up; and it shall be brought low; 
13and upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high 
and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 
14and upon all the high mountains, and upon 
all the hills that are lifted up, 15and upon every 
lofty tower, and upon every fortified wall, 
16and upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon 
all pleasant imagery.  17And the loftiness of man 

shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men 
shall be brought low; and Jehovah alone shall 
be exalted in that day.  18And the idols shall utterly 

pass away.  19And men shall go into the caves 

of the rocks, and into the holes of the earth, 
from before the terror of Jehovah, and from 
the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to 
shake mightily the earth. 
(Isaiah 2:11-19 ASV)
The LORD lists the judgments that he has called upon the land, linking them with "and" in Haggai 1:11 to emphasize and encourage God's people to consider each of them. 

11And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon 

the mountains, and upon the grain, and upon the 

new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which 

the ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and 

upon cattle, and upon all the labor of the hands. 

(Haggai 1:11 ASV)
Jesus responds to a question about the greatest commandment in the law by listing three words that refer to the inner being of a man, linking them with "and" in Matthew 22:37, to emphasize the need for absolute devotion to the Lord their God.
37And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind.  

(Matthew 22:37 ESV)
Jesus lists events surrounding the coming of the Son of man, linking them with "and" in Matthew 24:29-31 to emphasize each one and encourage people to recognize how awesome that day will be.
29But immediately after the tribulation of those days 

the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30and then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming on the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 
31And he shall send forth his angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together 
his elect from the four winds, from one end 
of heaven to the other. 
(Matthew 24:29-31 ASV)
The angel lists the characteristics of the child who would be born to Mary, linking them with "and" in Luke 1:32-33 to draw and attention to and emphasize his glorious identity and destiny. 

32He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of

 the Most High: and the Lord God shall give unto 

him the throne of his father David: 33and he shall reign 

over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 

kingdom there shall be no end.  

(Luke 1:32-33 ASV)
Paul lists the things he commands Christians to put away from them, linking them with "and" in Ephesians 4:31 to draw attention to and emphasize each one.

31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor 

and slander be put away from you, 
along with all malice. 
(Ephesians 4:31 ESV)

Peter lists those things he wants them to supplement faith with, linking them with "and" in Second Peter 1:5-7 to draw attention to and emphasize each one.
5For this very reason, make every effort to 
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue 
with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, 
and self-control with steadfastness, 
and steadfastness with godliness,
 7and godliness with brotherly affection, 
and brotherly affection with love.

 (2 Peter 1:5-7 ESV)

The merchandise of Babylon the Great is listed, linked by "and" in Revelation 18:11-13 to draw attention to and emphasize the great wealth of Babylon the Great. 

11And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn 
over her, for no man buyeth their merchandise 
any more; 12merchandise of gold, and silver, 
and precious stone, and pearls, and fine linen, 
and purple, and silk, and scarlet; and all thyine 
wood, and every vessel of ivory, and every 
vessel made of most precious wood, and of brass, 
and iron, and marble; 13and cinnamon, and spice, 
and incense, and ointment, and frankincense, 
and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, 
and cattle, and sheep; and of horses and chariots 
and slaves; and souls of men.

 (Revelation 18:11-13 ASV)
Absolute Language
Absolute language is the use of absolute words to dramatically emphasize what is said.  Examples of absolute language include positively "all, every; altogether, completely, entirely; always, forever, endlessly; everyone, everybody, everywhere, everything" and negatively "none; never, not ever, not at all; no one, nobody, nowhere, nothing."  Bullinger does deal with absolute language indirectly and incompletely under synecdoche of the all for the greater part and the whole for every part, paradiastole or neither-nors, and repeated negation or many noes.  However, I have expanded what he has done and identified absolute language as a distinct figure of speech based on its use of absolute words to dramatically emphasize what is said.  The Bible uses absolute language to reveal absolute truth.  However, the Bible also uses absolute language in a non-literal sense to dramatically emphasize what is said.  I have included examples of both.  The LORD uses absolute language in Genesis 8:21 to dramatically emphasize that he will never again curse the ground and strike down every living creature.
21When the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, 
He said to Himself, "I will never again curse the 
ground because of man, even though man's 
inclination is evil from his youth. And I will never 
again strike down every living thing as I have done.

 22As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest,
 cold and heat, summer and winter, and day 
and night will not cease."

(Genesis 8:21-22 CSB)

Moses uses absolute language in Deuteronomy 28:1-3 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of following all the LORD's commands so that he will put them far above all the nations of the earth and all the blessings of the LORD will overtake them.
1Now if you faithfully obey the LORD your God and 
are careful to follow all His commands I am giving 
you today, the LORD your God will put you far above
 all the nations of the earth. 2All these blessings will 
come and overtake you, because you obey the LORD 
your God: 3You will be blessed in the city 
and blessed in the country.

(Deuteronomy 28:1-3 CSB)

Hannah uses absolute language in 1 Samuel 2:2 to dramatically emphasize that there is no one as holy as the LORD, no one who compares to the LORD, and no rock like their God.
2There is no one holy like the LORD. 
There is no one besides You! 
And there is no rock like our God.

(1 Samuel 2:2 CSB)

The psalmist uses absolute language in Psalm 95:3 to dramatically emphasize the supremacy of God as a great king above all gods.
3For the LORD is a great God, 
a great King above all gods.

(Psalm 95:3 CSB)

The psalmist uses absolute language in Psalm 103:2-3 to dramatically emphasize the LORD's faithfulness to heal.

2My soul, praise the LORD, 

and do not forget all His benefits.

3He forgives all your sin; 

He heals all your diseases.

(Psalm 103:2-3 CSB)

The psalmists uses absolute language in Psalm 119:93 to dramatically emphasize his commitment to remember the precepts of the LORD.
93I will never forget Your precepts, for You have 

given me life through them. 

(Psalm 119:93 CSB)
Hosea uses absolute language in Hosea 12:7 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of God's people always putting their hope in God.

6But you must return to your God. Maintain 

love and justice, and always put your hope in God. 

(Hosea 12:6 CSB)

Jesus uses absolute language in Matthew 5:20 to dramatically emphasize that unless someone's righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees they will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
20For I tell you, unless your righteousness 

surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, 

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

(Matthew 5:20 CSB)
Luke uses absolute language in Luke 18:1 to introduce Jesus' parable of the unjust judge and dramatically emphasize the urgency of always praying and not becoming discouraged. 
1He then told them a parable on the need for them 
to pray always and not become discouraged: 
(Luke 18:1 CSB)

Jesus uses absolute language in John 15:5 to dramatically emphasize that Christians can do nothing without him.
5I am the vine; you are the branches. The one 
who remains in Me and I in him produces much fruit, 
because you can do nothing without Me. 
(John 15:5 CSB)
Paul uses absolute language in Romans 3:10-12 to dramatically emphasize that there is no one who is righteous and seeks God and that all have turned away and become useless and there is no one who does good.
10as it is written: There is no one righteous, 
not even one; 11there is no one who understands, 
there is no one who seeks God. 12All have turned away,
 together they have become useless; there is no one 
who does good, there is not even one.

(Romans 3:10-12 CSB)

Paul uses absolute language in Romans 8:38-39 to dramatically emphasize that absolutely nothing has the power to separate Christians from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.
38For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, 

nor angels nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor 

any other created thing will have the power to 

separate us from the love of God that is 

in Christ Jesus our Lord!

(Romans 8:38-39 CSB)

Paul uses absolute language in Ephesians 1:20-23 to dramatically emphasize that Jesus has been exalted far above every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every title ever given and that God has placed everything under Jesus' authority and appointed him as head over everything.

20He demonstrated this power in the Messiah 
by raising Him from the dead and seating Him
 at His right hand in the heavens-- 21far above 
every ruler and authority, power and dominion, 
and every title given,  not only in this age but also 
in the one to come. 22And He put everything under 
His feet and appointed Him as head over everything 
for the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of the 
One who fills all things in every way.

(Ephesians 1:20-23 CSB)

Paul uses absolute language in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of rejoicing always, praying constantly, giving thanks in everything, testing all things, and staying away from every form of evil.
16Rejoice always!  17Pray constantly. 18Give 
thanks in everything, for this is God's will for you 
in Christ Jesus. 19Don't stifle the Spirit.

 20Don't despise prophecies, 21but test all things. 
Hold on to what is good. 22Stay away from 
every form of evil.

(1Thessalonians 5:16-22 CSB)

Paul uses absolute language in 1 Timothy 2:1-4 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of praying for everyone and God's desire that everyone be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth.
1First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone, 2for kings and all those who are in 
authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet
 life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is good, 
and it pleases God our Savior, 4who wants 
everyone to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.

(1Timothy 2:1-4 CSB)
Hyperbole or Overstatement
Hyperbole or overstatement is exaggerating what is said.  This is not intended to falsify but add emphasis to what is said.  God declares that he will make Jacob's offspring "like the dust of the earth" in Genesis 13:16 to dramatically emphasize the great numbers of descendants that he will have.

I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, 

so that if one could count the dust of the earth, 

then your offspring could be counted. 

(Genesis 13:16 CSB)

Exodus 8:17 relates that "All the dust of earth became gnats" to dramatically emphasize the great number of gnats that afflicted the land of Egypt.

17All the dust of the earth became gnats 
throughout the land of Egypt.  
(Exodus 8:17 CSB)

Deborah and Barak sang that the mountains "melted before the LORD" in Judges 5:5 to dramatically emphasize the great power displayed by the God of Israel during their time.

The mountains melted before the LORD, 
even Sinai before the LORD, the God of Israel. 

(Judges 5:5 CSB)

Judges 20:6 claims that there were 700 choice men who could "all sling a stone at a hair and not miss" to dramatically emphasize their marksmanship.

6There were 700 choice men who were left-handed 

among all these people; all could sling a stone 

at a hair and not miss. 
(Judges 20:16 CSB)

Ezra confesses that their sins and iniquities "are higher than our heads and our guilt is as high as the heavens" in Ezra 9:6 to dramatically emphasize the extent of their iniquities and guilt.

And I said: My God, I am ashamed and embarrassed 

to lift my face toward You, my God, because 
our iniquities are higher than our heads 
and our guilt is as high as the heavens. 
(Ezra 9:6 CSB)

Jesus commands disciples to gouge out their right eye if it causes them to sin and cut off their right hand if it causes them to sin in Matthew 5:29-30 to dramatically emphasize the need to take drastic action to avoid sin.
29If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out 
and throw it away. For it is better that you lose 
one of the parts of your body than for your whole 
body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 

For it is better that you lose one of the parts of your 
body than for your whole body to go into hell!  

(Matthew 5:29-30 CSB)
Jesus declares that the one who does not "hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters--yes, and even his own life" in Luke 14:26 to dramatically emphasize the need for complete devotion to being his disciple.

26If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters--

 yes, and even his own life-- he cannot be My disciple. 

(Luke 14:26 CSB)

John says that "not even the world itself could contain the books that would be written" about Jesus in John 21:25 to dramatically emphasize the many things that Jesus did. 

25And there are also many other things that Jesus did, 

which, if they were written one by one, 
I suppose not even the world itself could contain 
the books that would be written. 
(John 21:25 CSB)

Paul says that the Galatian Christians would have torn out their eyes and given them to him in Galatians 4:15 to dramatically emphasize their former willingness to sacrifice anything for him.
What happened to this blessedness of yours? 

For I testify to you that, if possible, you would have 

torn out your eyes and given them to me. 

(Galatians 4:15 CSB)

John describes the number of soldiers in the army of Gog and Magog as "like the sand of the sea" in Revelation 20:8 to emphasize their great number.

and will go out to deceive the nations at the four corners 

of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle. 

Their number is like the sand of the sea. 

(Revelation 20:8 CSB)

Meiosis or Understatement
Meiosis or understatement is downplaying or even belittling one thing in order to draw attention to and emphasize something else. Abraham downplays and belittles himself in Genesis 18:27 to emphasize his humility before his exalted lord.

27Then Abraham answered, "Since I have ventured 

to speak to the Lord-- even though I am dust and ashes"

(Genesis 18:27 CSB)

The spies downplay and belittle themselves in Numbers 13:33 to emphasize their awe and fear at seeing the Nephilim in the land.

33We even saw the Nephilim there." (The offspring 

of Anak were descended from the Nephilim.) 

"To ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, 

and we must have seemed the same to them." 

(Numbers 13:33 CSB)

David downplays and belittles himself before Saul in 1 Samuel 24:14 to emphasize that he is no threat to Saul and that Saul is unjustified in coming out against him.

14Who has the king of Israel come after? 

What are you chasing after? A dead dog? A flea? 

(1 Samuel 24:14 CSB)

The psalmist downplays and belittles himself in Psalm 22:6 to emphasize his humility and affliction.

6But I am a worm and not a man, 

scorned by men and despised by people. 

(Psalm 22:6 CSB)

Isaiah downplays and belittles the nations in Isaiah 40:15 to emphasize the greatness of the LORD.

15Look, the nations are like a drop in a bucket; 

they are considered as a speck of dust on the scales; 

He lifts up the islands like fine dust. 

(Isaiah 40:15 CSB)

The LORD downplays and belittles Jacob in Isaiah 41:14 to emphasize their helplessness and need for his help.

13For I, the LORD your God, hold your right hand 

and say to you: Do not fear, I will help you.

14Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you men of Israel: 

I will help you-- the LORD's declaration. 

Your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.

(Isaiah 41:13-14 CSB)

Jesus downplay and belittles those who are hostile to the gospel in Matthew 17:6 to emphasize the holiness and value of the gospel.

6Don't give what is holy to dogs or toss your 

pearls before pigs, or they will trample them 

with their feet, turn, and tear you to pieces. 

(Matthew 7:6 CSB)

Paul downplays the strength of Christians when they were still sinners in Romans 5:6-8 to emphasize the love of God proven through the death of Christ.

6For while we were still helpless, at the appointed 

moment, Christ died for the ungodly. 7For rarely 

will someone die for a just person-- though for a 

good person perhaps someone might even dare to 

die. 8But God proves His own love for us in that 

while we were still sinners Christ died for us!

(Romans 5:6-8 CSB)

Paul downplays and belittles himself in 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 to emphasize God's grace in making him an apostle and working powerfully through him.

9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 

of God. 10But by God's grace I am what I am, and 

His grace toward me was not ineffective. However, 

I worked more than any of them, yet not I,

 but God's grace that was with me.

(1 Corinthians 15:9-10 CSB)

The author downplays and belittles the blood of defiled goats, calves, and bulls in Hebrews 9:12-14 to emphasize the superiority of the blood of the Messiah, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God..

12He entered the holy of holies once for all, 

not by the blood of goats and calves, but by 

His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.

 13For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 

of a heifer sprinkling those who are defiled, sanctify 

for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more 

will the blood of the Messiah, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to 

God, cleanse our consciences from dead 

works to serve the living God?

(Hebrews 9:12-14 CSB)

Peter downplays and belittles Christians before they received God's mercy in 1 Peter 2:10 to emphasize their new exalted status as God's people.

10Once you were not a people, but now you are 

God's people; you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy. 

(1 Peter 2:10 CSB)

Litotes or Negative Understatement
Litotes or negative understatement is a type of meiosis or understatement that emphatically affirms by stating the negative of the contrary.  By saying that something is "Not bad" we often mean that something is "Very good."  Thus litotes or negative understatement is significance because it emphatically affirms what is said.  The LORD says that he will not hold those who take his name in vain guiltless in Exodus 20:7 to emphatically affirm that he will hold those who take his name in vain accountable.

7You shall not take the name of the LORD your 

God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless who takes his name in vain.  
(Exodus 20:7 ESV)

The psalmist says that the LORD will not despise a broken and humble heart in Psalm 51:17 to emphatically affirm that the LORD is pleased by and accepts a broken and humble heart. 
17The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit. 
God, You will not despise a broken 
and humbled heart. 

(Psalm 51:17 CSB)

Solomon says that the father of a fool has no joy in Proverbs 17:21 to emphatically affirm that the father of a fool is miserable.

21A man fathers a fool to his own sorrow; 

the father of a fool has no joy. 
(Proverbs 17:21 CSB)

The LORD says that his Servant will not shout and make his voice heard, break a bruised reed or put out a smoldering wick, and will not grow weak or discouraged until he has established justice on earth in Isaiah 42:2-4 to emphatically affirm that his Servant will be gentle and kind and strong and determined to establish justice on the earth.

2He will not cry out or shout or make His voice 
heard in the streets. 3He will not break a bruised reed, 
and He will not put out a smoldering wick; 
He will faithfully bring justice. 4He will not grow 
weak or be discouraged until He has established 

justice on earth. The islands will wait for His instruction.  

(Isaiah 42:2-4 CSB)
The LORD commands his people not to love perjury in Zechariah 8:7 to emphatically command them to despise perjury.

Do not plot evil in your hearts against your neighbor, 

and do not love perjury, for I hate all this"-- 

the LORD's declaration. 
(Zechariah 8:17 CSB)

The angel declares that nothing is impossible with God in Luke 1:37 to emphatically affirm that everything is possible with God.
37For nothing will be impossible with God.
(Luke 1:37 CSB)
Jesus says that he will never cast out those who come to him in John 6:37 to emphatically affirm that he will always accept those who come to him.
37Everyone the Father gives Me will come to Me, 

and the one who comes to Me I will never cast out. 

(John 6:37 CSB)

Jesus says that he will never leave his disciples as orphans in John 14:18 to emphatically affirm that he will come and be with them.

18I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.

 (John 14:18 CSB)

Luke says that the people of Troas "were not a little comforted" in Acts 20:12 to emphatically affirm that they were greatly comforted when Eutychus was raised from the dead.

12And they took the youth away alive, 
and were not a little comforted. 
(Acts 20:12 ESV)

Paul says that "this hope does not disappoint" in Romans 5:5 to emphatically affirm that the hope Christians experience through faith in Christ is adequate to sustain them through whatever affliction they experience. 
5This hope does not disappoint, because God's love 

has been poured out in our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
(Romans 5:5 CSB)
The author says that "God is not ashamed to be called their God" in Hebrews 11:16 to emphatically affirm that God is proud to be called the God of those with faith.

16But they now aspire to a better land-- a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, 

for He has prepared a city for them. 
(Hebrews 11:16 CSB)

Paronomasia or Play on Words
A play on words is when two different words that sound alike or two different meanings of the same word are played over against one another to draw attention to and emphasize what is said.  Unfortunately, a play on words is difficult to translate and most are lost in translation.  Bullinger deals with what I refer to generally as a play on words under the headings of antanclasis or word-clashing, synoeceiosis or cohabitation, paregmenon or derivation, paronomasia or rhyming-words, and parachesis or foreign paronomasia.  The psalmist plays on the different meanings of two words that sound alike in Psalm 96:5 to emphasize that all the gods (אֱלֹהֵ֣י) of the peoples are idols (אֱלִילִ֑ים) in comparison to the LORD who made the heavens.  

5For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

but the LORD made the heavens. 

(Psalm 96:5 CSB)

The psalmist plays on two different words that sound alike in Psalm 40:3 to emphasize the correlation between seeing (יִרְא֣וּ) and fearing (וְיִירָ֑אוּ) the LORD.

3He put a new song in my mouth, 

a hymn of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

and put their trust in the LORD. 

(Psalm 40:3 CSB)

The Teacher plays on two different words that sound alike but have different meanings in Ecclesiastes 7:5 to draw attention his imagery of thorns (הַסִּירִים֙) under the pot (הַסִּ֔יר) to emphasize the worthlessness of the laughter of fools.

6For like the crackling of burning thorns under the pot,

 so is the laughter of the fool. This too is futile. 

(Ecclesiastes 7:6 CSB)

Isaiah plays on two different words that sound alike in Isaiah 17:1 to emphasize that Damascus is no longer a city (מֵעִ֔יר) and has become a ruined heap (מְעִ֥י). 

 An oracle against Damascus: Look, Damascus 

is no longer a city. It has become a ruined heap. 

(Isaiah 17:1 CSB)

A play on two different words that sound alike is used in Jeremiah 1:11-12 to emphasize the branch of an olive tree (שָׁקֵ֖ד) as a sign that the LORD watches over (שֹׁקֵ֥ד) his word to accomplish it.
 11Then the word of the LORD came to me, asking, 

"What do you see, Jeremiah?" I replied, "I see a 

branch of an almond tree." 12The LORD said to me, 

"You have seen correctly, for I watch over 

My word to accomplish it."

(Jeremiah 1:11-12 CSB)

Amos relates a play on two different words that sound alike Amos 8:1-2 to draw attention to the correspondence between the summer fruit (קָֽיִץ) and the end (קָ֑יִץ) that is coming on Israel and emphasize their long due judgment.  

1The Lord God showed me this: A basket of summer 
fruit. 2He asked me, "What do you see, Amos?" 
I replied, "A basket of summer fruit." The LORD 
said to me, "The end has come for My people 
Israel; I will no longer spare them."
(Amos 8:1-2 CSB)

Though the NIV translation of verses 1-2 is not literal, the translators have done an admirable job of maintaining the play on words and conveying the general sense of the Hebrew text, "This is what the Sovereign LORD showed me: a basket of ripe fruit.  'What do you see, Amos?'  he asked.  'A basket of ripe fruit,' I answered.  Then the LORD said to me, 'The time is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.'"

An extended and complex play on words is used in Haggai 1:4-11 to emphasize the appropriateness of the LORD ruining (הַרְבֵּה) their harvest by sending a drought (חֹ֜רֶב) because his house lies in ruins (חָרֵֽב).

4Is it a time for you yourselves to live in your 
paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?
 5Now, the LORD of Hosts says this: "Think 
carefully about your ways: 6You have planted much 
but harvested little. You eat but never have enough 
to be satisfied. You drink but never have enough 
to become drunk. You put on clothes but never 
have enough to get warm. The wage earner puts 
his wages into a bag with a hole in it." 7The 
LORD of Hosts says this: "Think carefully about

 your ways. 8Go up into the hills, bring down lumber, 
and build the house. Then I will be pleased with it 
and be glorified," says the LORD.9"You expected much, 
but then it amounted to little. When you brought 
the harvest to your house, I ruined it. Why?" 
This is the declaration of the LORD of Hosts.

 "Because My house still lies in ruins, while each of 

you is busy with his own house.10So on your account,

 the skies have withheld the dew and the land its crops.

 11I have summoned a drought on the fields and 

the hills, on the grain, new wine, olive oil, and 

whatever the ground yields, on the people and 

animals, and on all that your hands produce."

(Haggai 1:4-11 CSB)

Jesus plays on two forms of the same verb in Matthew 5:29 to emphasize the urgency of gouging out and throwing away (βάλε) their right eye if it causes them to sin because it is better that they lose one part of their body than for their whole body to be thrown (βληθῇ) into hell. 
29If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out 

and throw it away. For it is better that you lose 

one of the parts of your body than for your whole 

body to be thrown into hell. 

(Matthew 5:29 CSB)

Jesus follows up this play on words with another in the subsequent verse.  In verse 30 Jesus plays on two different words that sound alike to emphasize that it is better that one of the parts of their body perish (ἀπόληται) than for their whole body to go (ἀπέλθῃ) into hell.

30And if your right hand makes you stumble, 

cut it off, and throw it from you; for it is better for 

you that one of the parts of your body perish, 

than for your whole body to go into hell. 

John plays on two forms of the same word in John 2:23-25 to emphasize that even though many trust (ἐπίστευσαν) in his name, Jesus did not entrust himself (ἐπίστευεν) to them because he knew what was in man.

23While He was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, 

many trusted in His name when they saw the signs 

He was doing. 24Jesus, however, would not entrust 

Himself to them, since He knew them all 25and 

because He did not need anyone to testify about man; 

for He Himself knew what was in man.

(John 2:23-25 CSB)

Paul plays on two different meanings of the word "Israel" in Romans 9:6 to emphasize that not all who are descended from Israel (Ἰσραὴλ) are Israel (Ἰσραὴλ).
6But it is not as though the word of God has failed. 

For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 

(Romans 9:6 CSB)

Paul plays on two words from the same root 1 Corinthians 11:29 to emphasize that whoever eats and drinks without recognizing (διακρίνων) the body, eats and drinks judgement (κρίμα) on himself.

29For whoever eats and drinks without recognizing 
 the body, eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

(1 Corinthians 11:29 CSB)

James plays on two different words that sound alike in James 2:20 to emphasize that faith without works (ἔργων) doesn't work (ἀργή).  
20Foolish man! Are you willing to learn that 

faith without works is useless? 

(James 2:20 CSB)

James plays on two forms of the same word in James 4:4 to emphasize that those who are hostile (ἔχθρα) toward God become God's enemy (ἐχθρὸς).  A possible translation that maintains the play on words is "Adulteresses! Do you not now that friendship with the world is enmity toward God? So whoever wants to be the world's friend becomes God's enemy."
4Adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with

 the world is hostility toward God? So whoever wants 

to be the world's friend becomes God's enemy.

(James 4:4 CSB)

A play on two forms of the same verb is used in Revelation 3:10 to emphasize the correlation between their faithfulness to keep (ἐτήρησας) Christ's command to endure and his faithfulness to keep (τηρήσω) them from the hour of testing.
10Because you have kept My command to endure,
 I will also keep you from the hour of testing that 

is going to come over the whole world to test 
those who live on the earth. 

(Revelation 3:10 CSB)

Paradoxical Sayings
The Bible is certainly filled with paradoxical teaching.  However, what I am specifically referring to here are sayings that that are paradoxical.  A paradoxical saying is a statement that seems contradictory or contrary to common sense in order to dramatically emphasize a surprising and profound truth.  The Teacher contradicts traditional wisdom by saying that wisdom and knowledge bring sorrow and grief in Ecclesiastes 1:18 to dramatically discourage obsession with wisdom.

18For with much wisdom is much sorrow; 

as knowledge increases, grief increases. 

(Ecclesiastes 1:18 CSB)

Isaiah says that when the LORD answers their cries their night will be like noonday in Isaiah 58:9-10 to emphasize that when they repent and turn to the LORD, their difficult times will be over and they will be blessed.
9At that time, when you call, the LORD will 
answer; when you cry out, He will say: 
Here I am. If you get rid of the yoke from 
those around you, the finger-pointing and 
malicious speaking, 10and if you offer yourself 
to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted one, 
then your light will shine in the darkness, 
and your night will be like noonday.

(Isaiah 58:9-10 CSB)

Jesus blesses those who are poor in spirit, mourn, gentle, hunger and thirst for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, and those who are insulted and persecuted for righteousness in Matthew 5:3-12 to dramatically emphasize the profound truth that those who live the life of an authentic disciple will be blessed.

3Blessed are the poor in spirit, because the 
kingdom of heaven is theirs. 4Blessed are those 
who mourn, because they will be comforted.

5Blessed are the gentle, because they will 
inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, because they will 
be filled. 7Blessed are the merciful, because 
they will be shown mercy. 8Blessed are the pure 
in heart, because they will see God. 9Blessed 
are the peacemakers, because they will be 
called sons of God. 10Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness, because the kingdom 
of heaven is theirs. 11Blessed are you when they 
insult you and persecute you and falsely say 
every kind of evil against you because of Me.

12Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is 
great in heaven. For that is how they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.

(Matthew 5:3-12 CSB)
Jesus says, that if the light in someone is darkness that darkness is very deep in Matthew 6:22-23 to emphasize the need for the correct perspective for life.

22The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is 
good, your whole body will be full of light.  
23But if your eye is bad, your whole body will 
be full of darkness. So if the light within you 
is darkness-- how deep is that darkness!

(Matthew 6:22-23 CSB)

Jesus says that whoever wants to save his life will lose it and whoever loses his life because of him will find it in Matthew 16:24-25 to emphasize the surprising and profound truth that life is found through following him even though it means self-denial and sacrifice. 

24Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone 
wants to come with Me, he must deny himself, 
take up his cross, and follow Me.  25For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life because of Me will find it.

(Matthew 16:24-25 CSB)

Jesus tells the parable of the workers in the vineyard in Matthew 20:1-16 and concludes by saying "So the first will be last, and the first last" to emphasize his point that God in his sovereignty can give grace to whomever he chooses.
1For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire workers 
for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the workers 
on one denarius for the day, he sent them into 
his vineyard.  3When he went out about nine in 
the morning, he saw others standing in the 
marketplace doing nothing.  4To those men 
he said, "'You also go to my vineyard, and 
I'll give you whatever is right." So off they went.  
5About noon and at three, he went out again 

and did the same thing.  6Then about five he 
went and found others standing around, and said to 
them, "Why have you been standing here all 
day doing nothing?"  7"Because no one hired us," 

they said to him." "You also go to my vineyard," 
he told them. 8When evening came, the owner 
of the vineyard told his foreman, "Call the workers 
and give them their pay, starting with the last 

and ending with the first."  9When those who 
were hired about five came, they each received 
one denarius.  10So when the first ones came, they 
assumed they would get more, but they also 
received a denarius each.  11When they received it, 
they began to complain to the landowner: 12"These 
last men put in one hour, and you made them 
equal to us who bore the burden of the day and 
the burning heat!" 13He replied to one of them, 
"Friend, I'm doing you no wrong. Didn't you agree 
with me on a denarius?  14Take what's yours and go. 
I want to give this last man the same as I gave you. 
15Don't I have the right to do what I want with my 
business? Are you jealous because I'm generous?" 
16So the last will be first, and the first last.

(Matthew 20:1-16 CSB)

In response to an argument among his disciples about who was the greatest, Jesus tells them that anyone who wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all in Mark 9:35 to emphasize the profound truth that greatness comes from humble service. 
35Sitting down, He called the Twelve and said to 
them, "If anyone wants to be first, he must 
be last of all and servant of all." 
(Mark 9:35 CSB)

Jesus says that a woman who dropped two coins worth very little gave more than all those giving to the temple treasury in Mark 12:42 to emphasize the surprising and profound truth that the amount that is given is not as important as the sacrificial commitment of the giver.

42And a poor widow came and dropped in two tiny 
coins worth very little.  43Summoning His disciples, 
He said to them, "I assure you: This poor widow 
has put in more than all those giving to the temple 
treasury.  44For they all gave out of their surplus, 
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she 
possessed-- all she had to live on."  

(Mark 12:42-44 CSB)

Paul maintains says that he preaches the gospel without words of eloquent wisdom lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power and that for those who are being saved the cross is the power of God in 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 to emphasize the power of the cross to save.

17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach 
the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, 
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved 

it is the power of God.  

(1 Corinthians 1:17-18 ESV)
Paul asserts that the foolishness of God is wiser than men and the weakness of God is stronger than men and that God chose what is foolish and weak, low and despised in the world, and even the things that are not in 1 Corinthians 1:25-29 to emphasize the wisdom, strength, and sovereign choice of God.
25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of 
you were wise according to worldly standards 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, even things 
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,

29so that no human being might boast 
in the presence of God.

(1 Corinthians 1:25-29 ESV)

Paul pleaded with the Lord three times to take it away his thorn in the flesh in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10.  The Lord told him that his power was made perfect in weakness in 2 Corinthians 12:9 to emphasize the surprising and profound truth that when people are weak his power is able to work more effectively.  As a result Paul boasts in his weakness so that Christ's power may be in him and delights in weaknesses, in insults, in catastrophes, in persecutions, and in pressures.  He concludes by explaining that when he is weak he is strong to reemphasize the surprising and profound truth when people are is weak God's power is able to work more effectively.

8Concerning this, I pleaded with the Lord three

 times to take it away from me. 9But He said to me, 
"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected 
in weakness." Therefore, I will most gladly boast 
all the more about my weaknesses, so that Christ's 
power may reside in me. 10So because of Christ, 
I am pleased in weaknesses, in insults, in catastrophes, 
in persecutions, and in pressures. For when 
I am weak, then I am strong.

(2 Corinthians 12:8-10 CSB)

Paul refuses to boast in anything except the cross of Christ in Galatians 6:14 to emphasize his devotion to the gospel of grace.
14But far be it from me to boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which  the world has 

been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

(Galatians 6:14 ESV)

Paul says that for him living is Christ and dying is gain in Philippians 1:21-24 to emphasize the profound truth that death in Christ is not loss but gain.
22For me, living is Christ and dying is gain. Now 
if I live on in the flesh, this means fruitful work 
for me; and I don't know which one I should 
choose.  23I am pressured by both. I have the desire 
to depart and be with Christ-- which is far better--

24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.

(Philippians 1:22-24 CSB)

Paul maintains that everything he considered gain he now considers loss and in fact he considers everything loss in Philippians 3:7-8 to emphasize the importance of knowing Christ Jesus his Lord. 
7But everything that was a gain to me, I have 
considered to be a loss because of Christ. 8More 
than that, I also consider everything to be a 
loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. Because of Him I have 
suffered the loss of all things and consider them 
filth, so that I may gain Christ

(Philippians 3:7-8 CSB)

Paul says that a widow who is self-indulgent is dead while she lives in 1 Timothy 5:6 to emphasize that she not living the fulness of the Christian life.
6The real widow, left all alone, has put her hope 
in God and continues night and day in her 
petitions and prayers; however, she who is 
self-indulgent is dead even while she lives.

(1 Timothy 5:5-6 CSB)

Irony
I am limiting irony here to the depiction of a circumstance or result that is contrary to what is normal and expected.  Irony and sarcasm are closely related figures of speech (See below). Bullinger deals with them both under the category of eironeia or irony which he defines as being when "the speaker intends to convey a sense contrary to the strict signification of the words employed: not with the intention of concealing his real meaning, but for the purpose of adding greater force to it" (Bullinger, 807).  However, I have found it helpful to distinguish between the two since they have distinct emphases. I have found irony to be most significant in the Bible when it depicts a circumstance or result that is contrary to what is normal and expected to emphasize the faithfulness and power of God.  

Irony in Exodus 1-2

Irony plays a significant role in Exodus 1-2.  It is observed in 1:12 that surprisingly the more the Egyptian taskmasters oppressed the people of Israel, the more they multiplied and spread to emphasize that God was powerfully at work to preserve and bless them.

But the more they oppressed them, the more 
they multiplied and spread so that the Egyptians 
came to dread the Israelites. 

(Exodus 1:12 CSB)

Indeed, it is observed in 2:5-10 that surprisingly Pharaoh's own daughter saved Moses, paid his own mother to nurse him, and the future deliverer of Israel from Egypt was raised in Pharaoh's own palace to emphasize the faithfulness and power of God to deliver them. 

5Pharaoh's daughter went down to bathe at the Nile 

while her servant girls walked along the riverbank. 

Seeing the basket among the reeds, she sent her 
slave girl to get it. 6When she opened it, she saw 
the child-- a little boy, crying. She felt sorry 
for him and said, "This is one of the Hebrew boys."

7Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, 

"Should I go and call a woman from the Hebrews 

to nurse the boy for you?" 8"Go." Pharaoh's daughter 
told her. So the girl went and called the boy's mother.

9Then Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child 

and nurse him for me, and I will pay your wages." 

So the woman took the boy and nursed him.

10When the child grew older, she brought him to 
Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. 
She named him Moses, "Because," she said, 
"I drew him out of the water."1
(Exodus 2:5-10 CSB)

Irony in the Book of Jonah

Irony permeates the Book of Jonah.  In chapter 1, Jonah, who is identified as the prophet of the LORD and who says he fears the LORD, surprisingly rebels against God's call to prophecy to Nineveh and flees from the LORD in a boat.  Even when faced with a great storm and being thrown overboard to drown he does not repent.  In contrast, the pagan sailors surprisingly are desperate to discern the will of God do whatever he says.  As a result they are saved, while Jonah is thrown overboard. These events emphasize that ironically God's people should be desperate to discern and do the will of God like the pagan sailors rather than rebel against God's call and refuse to repent like Jonah.  In chapter 2, Jonah surprisingly sings a psalm of praise from inside a great fish.  This ironically emphasizes that God's people should repent and obey the LORD like Jonah because of their experience of God's salvation.  In chapter 3, Jonah is portrayed as an insignificant prophet in the midst of an enormous city preaching a brief message in a foreign language.  However, surprisingly the people of Nineveh all repent and cry out to God for mercy from the least unto the greatest and even the cattle and the king participate.  This ironically emphasizes that even the most despicable sinner could be capable of responding to God's call to repent.  In chapter 4, Jonah is extremely upset, first because Nineveh repents and God relents of the catastrophe he was planning on sending and second because God destroys the plant that he had given him for shade.  He even wishes he was dead.  Through these reactions Jonah demonstrates that surprisingly his values are totally at odds with the God he supposedly fears and serves.  He has no compassion for the people of Nineveh but he does have compassion for the plant because it provides him with comfort, whereas God is concerned about Nineveh and its people and even its cattle.  This ironically emphasizes the need for God's people to share God's compassion for people rather than their own comfort.

Irony in the Book of Acts

The Book of Acts also employs a good deal of irony; however, I will limit myself to a few examples.  When the apostles were flogged and released they surprisingly rejoice and continue preaching publicly in Acts 5:40-42 to emphasize their high regard for the name of Jesus and faithfulness to proclaim the good news.   

40After they called in the apostles and had them 

flogged, they ordered them not to speak in the 

name of Jesus and released them.

41Then they went out from the presence of the 

Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted 

worthy to be dishonored on behalf of the name.

 42Every day in the temple complex, and in 

various homes, they continued teaching 

and proclaiming the good news that 

the Messiah is Jesus.

(Act 5:40-42 CSB)

The call of Saul and his preaching of the gospel he formerly opposed was certainly a surprise to Ananias and those who heard him in Acts 9:13-21 and emphasizes God's sovereignty.

13"Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard from 

many people about this man, how much harm he 

has done to Your saints in Jerusalem.  14And he 

has authority here from the chief priests to arrest 

all who call on Your name." 15But the Lord said to 

him, "Go! For this man is My chosen instrument to 

carry My name before Gentiles, kings, and the 

sons of Israel. 16I will certainly show him how much 

he must suffer for My name!" 17So Ananias left and 

entered the house. Then he placed his hands on 

him and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, 

who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, 

has sent me so you may regain your sight and be 

filled with the Holy Spirit." 18At once something like 

scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. 

Then he got up and was baptized.  19And after 

taking some food, he regained his strength. 

Saul was with the disciples in Damascus for some 

days. 20Immediately he began proclaiming Jesus 

in the synagogues: "He is the Son of God." 21But all 

who heard him were astounded and said, "Isn't this 

the man who, in Jerusalem, was destroying those 

who called on this name, and then came here for 

the purpose of taking them as prisoners 

to the chief priests?"

(Act 9:13-21 CSB)

Irony in 1 Corinthians 1-2

Irony plays a significant role in 1 Corinthians 1-2.  Paul observes that even though Christ crucified was a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles in verses 22-25 it is surprisingly God's power and wisdom to those who are called.

22For the Jews ask for signs and the Greeks seek 
wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, 
a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness 
to the Gentiles. 24Yet to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ is God's power 
and God's wisdom, 25because God's foolishness 
is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 
weakness is stronger than human strength.

(1 Corinthians 1:22-25 CSB)  

Paul goes on to observe that surprisingly not many of the Corinthian Christians were wise or powerful or privileged from a human perspective in verses 26-31 to emphasize that their salvation is based on God's grace and they have no basis for pride.

26Brothers, consider your calling: not many are 
wise from a human perspective, not many powerful, 
not many of noble birth. 27Instead, God has chosen 
the world's foolish things to shame the wise, 
and God has chosen the world's weak things to 
shame the strong.  28God has chosen the world's 

insignificant and despised things-- the things 
viewed as nothing-- so He might bring to nothing 
the things that are viewed as something,

29so that no one can boast in His presence.  
30But from Him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
for us became wisdom from God, as well as 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption,

31in order that, as it is written: The one who 
boasts must boast in the Lord. 
(1Corinthians 1:26-31 CSB)

Indeed, Paul goes on to observe that surprisingly he did not come with brilliance of speech or wisdom, but in weakness, fear, and much trembling in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 to emphasize that faith is not based on men's wisdom but on God's power.

1When I came to you, brothers, announcing 
the testimony of God to you, I did not come with 
brilliance of speech or wisdom. 2For I determined 
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified. 3And I was with you in 
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  4My 
speech and my proclamation were not with 
persuasive words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and power, 5so that 
your faith might not be based on men's \

wisdom but on God's power.  

(1 Corinthians 2:1-5 CSB)

Irony in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10

Paul surprisingly says that he is pleased in weaknesses, in insults, in catastrophes, in persecutions, and in pressures in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 to emphasize the sufficiency of God's grace power to work through the difficulties that he experienced.

8Therefore, so that I would not exalt myself, 

a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger

of Satan to torment me so I would not exalt myself.

9Concerning this, I pleaded with the Lord three times 

to take it away from me. 9But He said to me, 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected 

in weakness." Therefore, I will most gladly boast 

all the more about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ's power may reside in me. 10So because of Christ, 

I am pleased in weaknesses, in insults, in catastrophes,

 in persecutions, and in pressures. 

For when I am weak, then I am strong.

(2 Corinthians 12:7-10 CSB)

Irony in Philippians 1:12-15

Paul surprising says that what has happened to him has really served to advance the gospel in Philippians 1:12-15 to emphasize the power of God to use his imprisonment to advance the gospel by expanding his witness to the whole imperial guard and everyone else, to inspire confidence in his brothers in the Lord to speak the message fearlessly, and use even those with impure motives to proclaim Christ.

12Now I want you to know, brothers, that what 

has happened to me has actually resulted in the 

advancement of the gospel, 13so that it has 

become known throughout the whole imperial 

guard, and to everyone else, that my imprisonment 

is for Christ. 14Most of the brothers in the Lord have 

gained confidence from my imprisonment and dare 

even more to speak the message fearlessly.

 15Some, to be sure, preach Christ out of envy and 

strife, but others out of good will. 16These do so out 

of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense 

of the gospel; 17the others proclaim Christ out of 

rivalry, not sincerely, seeking to cause me trouble 

in my imprisonment. 18What does it matter? Just 

that in every way, whether out of false motives or 

true, Christ is proclaimed. And in this I rejoice. 

Yes, and I will rejoice

(Philippians 1:12-18 CSB)

Sarcasm
Sarcasm is a type of irony that says something other than and especially the opposite of what is meant in a humorous or mocking way.  Michal speaks sarcastically to David in 2 Samuel 6:20 to emphasize her disgust with him exposing himself like a vulgar person.

20When David returned home to bless his household,

 Saul's daughter Michal came out to meet him. 

"How the king of Israel honored himself today!" 
she said. "He exposed himself today in the sight 
of the slave girls  of his subjects like a vulgar 
person would expose himself." 

(2 Samuel 6:20 CSB)

Elijah speaks sarcastically to the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18:27 to mockingly emphasize that Baal is not a god and is incapable of responding to them.

27At noon Elijah mocked them. He said, "Shout 
loudly, for he's a god! Maybe he's thinking it over; 

maybe he has wandered away; or maybe he's on 
the road. Perhaps he's sleeping and will wake up!" 

(1Kings 18:27 CSB)

Micaiah responds sarcastically to the king's' question of whether or not they should go to war in 1 Kings 22:15 to mockingly emphasize that the king would not succeed and the LORD would not hand Ramoth-gilead over to the king. 

15So he went to the king, and the king asked him, 

"Micaiah, should we go to Ramoth-gilead for 
war, or should we refrain?" Micaiah told him, 
"March up and succeed. The LORD will 
hand it over to the king." 

(1 Kings 22:15 CSB)

The psalmist cites the sarcastic taunt of his enemies in Psalm 22:8 to emphasize their disdain for his faith in the LORD to rescue him. 
8He relies on the LORD; let Him rescue him; 

let the LORD deliver him, 
since He takes pleasure in him. 

(Psalm 22:8 CSB)

Amos sarcastically calls the people of Israel to "Go to Bethel and sin" and "go to Gilgal and sin yet more" in Amos 4:4 to emphasize God's displeasure with their worship at these two religious centers.

4Go to Bethel and sin; go to Gilgal and sin yet more. 

Bring your sacrifices every morning, 
your tithes every three years.

(Amos 4:4 NIV)

The soldiers sarcastically dress Jesus in a scarlet robe, put a crown of thorns on his head, and kneel before him, hailing him sarcastically as the King of the Jews in Matthew 27:27-29 to emphasize their contempt for his claims.  

27Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into 
headquarters and gathered the whole company 
around Him. 28They stripped Him and dressed 
Him in a scarlet robe.  29They twisted together 
a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and 
placed a reed in His right hand. And they 
knelt down before Him and mocked Him: 
"Hail, King of the Jews!" 

(Matthew 27:27-29 CSB)

Jesus sarcastically tells the Pharisees "You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God" in Mark 7:9 to emphasize their guilt for disregarding the commands of God in order to observe their own traditions.
9And he said to them: "You have a fine way of 
setting aside the commands of God in order 
to observe your own traditions!" 

(Mark 7:9 NIV)
Paul sarcastically tells the Corinthian Christians "Already you are full! Already you are rich!  You have begun to reign as kings" in 1 Corinthians 4:8 to emphasize how preposterous their proud claims were. 
8Already you are full! Already you are rich! 

You have begun to reign as kings without us-- 

and I wish you did reign, so that we 
also could reign with you! 

(1 Corinthians 4:8 CSB)
Paul sarcastically asks the Corinthian Christians "Forgive me this wrong!" in 2 Corinthians 12:13 to emphasize that he has done them no wrong.

13So in what way were you treated worse than the 
other churches, except that I personally did 
not burden you? Forgive me this wrong! 

(2 Corinthians 12:13 CSB)

Idiom
An idiom is the use of a word or phrase in a peculiar way so that the meaning is not readily apparent.  Thus idiom is related to paradoxical sayings and well as irony and satire.  A few problems arise with identifying and interpreting idioms.  First, since translations try to make the Bible understandable these idiomatic expressions are often lost in translation.  Second, these idiomatic expression have become so familiar to us that we don't recognize them for what they are. The LORD explains to Moses that he will harden Pharaoh's heart in Exodus 4:21 to emphasize his sovereignty over the King of Egypt.

21The LORD instructed Moses, "When you go back 
to Egypt, make sure you do in front of Pharaoh 
all the wonders I have put within your power. 
But I will harden his heart so that he 
won't let the people go. 
(Exodus 4:21 CSB)

When the magicians could not produce gnats they conclude "This is the finger of God" to emphasize that God's power was beyond them in Exodus 8:18-19.

18The magicians tried to produce gnats using their 
occult practices,  but they could not. The gnats 
remained on the people and animals. 19"This is 
the finger of God," the magicians said to Pharaoh. 

(Exodus 8:18-19 CSB)

The psalmist prays that God would guard him as the apple of his eye and hide him in the shadow of his wings in Psalm 17:8 to emphasize his desire that God would protect and shelter him.
8Guard me as the apple of Your eye; hide me 
in the shadow of Your wings 

(Psalm 17:8 CSB)

The psalmist states that the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit and broken and contrite heart in Psalm 51:17 to emphasize that what really pleases God is humility.  

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, 

you will not despise. (Psalm 51:17 ESV)

The Teacher frequently uses the idioms "under the sun" and "pursuit of the wind" and he uses both of them in Ecclesiastes 1:14.  He uses the idiom "under the sun" to emphasize that in the sum total of human experience everything is futile.  He uses the idiom "pursuit of the wind" to underscore the futility of everything in human experience. 

I have seen all the things that are done under the 
sun and have found everything to be futile, 

a pursuit of the wind. 

(Ecclesiastes 1:14 CSB)

Jesus commands disciples to not let their left hand know what their right hand is doing in Matthew 6:3 to emphasize the importance of not giving in order to impress others. 
3But when you give to the poor, don't let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing,

so that your giving may be in secret. 

(Matthew 6:3 CSB)

Jesus says that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle in Marks 10:25 to emphasize how difficult it is for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.
25It is easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle than for a rich person to 

enter the kingdom of God."

(Mark 10:25 CSB)

Zechariah, speaking prophetically, declares that "the dawn from on high will break upon us" in Luke 1:78-79 to emphasize that the new age of hope that is coming from God with the birth of the Messiah.

78By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from 
on high will break upon us, 79to give light 
to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

(Luke 1:78-79 NRS)
John says that God's Son was in "the bosom of the Father" in John 1:18 to emphasize the intimate relationship of the Son and the Father.

18No one has ever seen God; the only Son, 

who is in the bosom of the Father, 

he has made him known. (John 1:18 RSV)

Paul uses at least two idiomatic expressions Ephesians 2:1-3.  He declares that they "were dead in their trespasses and sins" to emphasize that they formerly were without life and doomed.  He declares that they were "by nature children of wrath" to emphasize that they were formerly subject to God's wrath.  

1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins

2in which you once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience-- 3among whom we all once lived 
in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 
desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

(Ephesians 2:1-3 ESV)
The angel reveals to John that the Lamb will conquer the kings controlled by the beast because "he is Lord of lords and King of kings" to emphasize the sovereign authority of the Lamb over the lords and kings of the earth. 

These will make war against the Lamb, but the 

Lamb will conquer them because he is Lord of lords 

and King of kings. Those with him are called 

and elect and faithful.

(Revelation 17:14 CSB)

Pathos or Display of Emotion
Pathos or Display of Emotion is an expression of strong feelings that adds emphasis to what is said.  Pathos emphasizes what is said by appealing for an emotional response.  Bullinger deals with Pathos under numerous headings based on the way that these feelings are expressed (Bullinger, 916-943).  I have simplified his treatment and summarized in the single category of pathos or display of emotion . Pathos or display of emotion is closely related to and overlaps at times with exclamation (See below).  However, not all displays of emotion are exclamations.  Joshua's emphasizes the extent of his feelings of confusion and regret that they had crossed the Jordon only to be delivered into destruction when they were defeated by the City of Ai in Joshua 7:7. 

7"Oh, Lord God," Joshua said, "why did You ever 
bring these people across the Jordan to hand us 
over to the Amorites for our destruction? If only 
we had been content to remain 
on the other side of the Jordan! 
(Joshua 7:7 CSB)

The Psalmist emphasizes the extent of his feelings of rejection and desolation in Psalm 22:1 only to subsequently affirm God's faithfulness and his faith.  

1My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?
Why are You so far from my deliverance and 
from my words of groaning? 
(Psalm 22:1 CSB)
The LORD emphasizes the extent of his feelings and desire that his people would listen to him and follow his ways in Psalm 81:13.

13If only My people would listen to Me and Israel 
would follow My ways 
(Psalm 81:13 CSB)

The psalmist emphasizes the extent of his feelings of enjoyment when brothers live together in harmony in Psalm 133:1. 

1How good and pleasant it is when brothers 
can live together! 
(Psalm 133:1 CSB)
Isaiah emphasizes the extent of his feelings of unworthiness when he comes into the presence of the LORD of Hosts in Isaiah 6:5.

5Then I said: Woe is me, for I am ruined, because I 
am a man of unclean lips and live among a 
people of unclean lips, and because my eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD of Hosts. 
(Isaiah 6:5 CSB)
The LORD emphasizes the extent of his feelings of compassion and pity for Israel despite their unfaithfulness in Hosea 11:8.
8How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I 
surrender you, Israel? How can I make you like 
Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? I have 
had a change of heart; My compassion is stirred! 
(Hosea 11:8 CSB)
Jesus emphasizes the extent of his feelings of indignation toward Peter at his refusal to accept the need for Jesus to suffer in accordance with God's plan in Matthew 16:23.

23But He turned and told Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! 
You are an offense to Me because you're not thinking 
about God's concerns, but man's." 
(Matthew 16:23 CSB)
Peter emphasizes the extent of his feelings of revulsion and rejection of Simon the Sorcerer's offer of money to receive the ability to lay hands on people so that they receive the Holy Spirit in Acts 8:20.

20But Peter told him, "May your silver be destroyed 
with you, because you thought the gift of God could 
be obtained with money!  
(Act 8:20 CSB)
Paul emphasizes the extent of his feelings of helplessness to escape his sinful desires in Romans 7:24 to stress that that this has been done for him by Christ Jesus.  

24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue 
me from this body of death? 
(Romans 7:24 CSB)
Paul emphasizes the extent of his feelings of love for his fellow Jews by stressing that he would willingly sacrifice himself for them in Romans 9:3.

3For I could wish that I myself were cursed and 
cut off  from the Messiah for the benefit of my 
brothers, my countrymen by physical descent. 
(Romans 9:3 CSB)

Paul emphasizes the extent of his feelings of shock that the Galatian Christians have turned away from God and the gospel of grace in Galatians 1:6.

6I am amazed that you are so quickly turning away 
from Him who called you by the grace of Christ,
 and are turning to a different gospel. 
(Galatians 1:6 CSB)

Paul emphasizes the extent of his feelings of anger with those who have encouraged the Galatian Christians to reject the gospel of grace and be circumcised in Galatians 5:12.

12I wish those who are disturbing you might also 
get themselves castrated! 
(Galatians 5:12 CSB)
Exclamation
Exclamation is a strong declarative statement that dramatically emphasizes what is said.  Bullinger deals with exclamation primarily under the category of echphonesis or exclamation, but also under a few other headings scattered throughout his study.  I have pulled these altogether, simplifying and broadening his analysis, to include any strong declarative statement.  There is obviously a close relationship between exclamation and pathos or display of emotion and they frequently overlap (See above).  However, not all displays of emotion are exclamations.  Though the original manuscripts of the Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek New Testament do not include exclamation marks, I have found that the exclamation marks in English translations are a good general indication of the presence of these strong declarative statements.  However, there are many other strong declarative statements that are not given exclamation marks.  The psalmist exclaims in Psalm 8:1 to dramatically emphasize the majesty of the LORD's name in all the earth.

1O LORD, our Lord, how majestic 

is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens.

(Psalm 8:1 NIV)

The psalmist exclaims in Psalm 38:1 to dramatically emphasize the urgency of his petition for the LORD not to rebuke him in his anger or discipline him in his wrath..

O LORD, rebuke me not in your anger, 

nor discipline me in your wrath! 

(Psalm 38:1 ESV)

The psalmist exclaims in Psalm 119:97 to dramatically emphasize his love for the LORD's teaching.

97How I love Your teaching!
It is my meditation all day long.

(Psalm 119:97 CSB)
Isaiah exclaims in Isaiah 6:5 to dramatically emphasize his devastation due to his uncleanness as he comes into the presence of the King, the LORD of hosts.

5Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 

people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen 

the King, the LORD of hosts! 

(Isaiah 6:5 ESV)

Nebuchadnezzar exclaims "How great are His miracles, and how mighty His wonders" in Daniel 4:3 to dramatically emphasize the power of the LORD to work miracles and wonders.

3How great are His miracles, 

and how mighty His wonders! 

His kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and 

His dominion is from generation to generation. 

(Daniel 4:3 CSB)

Jonah exclaims in Jonah 2:9 to dramatically emphasize that his salvation is the work of the LORD.

but as for me, I will sacrifice to You with a voice 

of thanksgiving. I will fulfil  what I have vowed. 

Salvation is from the LORD! 

(Jonah 2:9 CSB)

Two blind men exclaim in Matthew 20:31 to dramatically emphasize their desperation for Jesus to have mercy on them.

The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, 

but they cried out all the more, "Lord, have 

mercy on us, Son of David!" 

(Matthew 20:31 ESV)

Jesus exclaims in Mark 8:33 to dramatically emphasize his rebuke of Peter for rejecting his teaching that the Son of Man must suffer.

33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! 

For you are not setting your mind on the things 

of God, but on the things of man." 

(Mark 8:33 ESV)

The father of the boy who suffered from convulsions exclaims in Mark 9:24 to dramatically emphasize his desperation for Jesus to heal his son.

24Immediately the father of the child cried out 

and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!"

(Mark 9:24 ESV)

The centurion exclaims in Mark 15:39 to dramatically emphasize his conclusion that Jesus was the Son of God.

39When the centurion, who was standing opposite Him,

 saw the way He  breathed His last, he said, 

"This man really was God's Son!"

(Mark 15:39 CSB)

Paul exclaims in Romans 6:1-2 to dramatically emphasize his denial that Christians should continue in sin in order that grace could multiply.

1What should we say then? Should we continue

 in sin in order that grace may multiply? 

2Absolutely not! 

How can we who died to sin still live in it?

 (Romans 6:1-2 CSB)

Paul exclaims in Romans 11:33 to dramatically emphasize the incomprehensibility of God's wisdom, judgments, and ways.

33Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 

and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable 

His judgments and untraceable His ways! 

(Romans 11:33 CSB)

Paul exclaims in 2 Corinthians 9:15 to dramatically emphasize how great God's gift of grace is in the gospel and his gratitude for it.

15Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift. 

(2 Corinthians 9:15 CSB)

Rhetorical Questions
Rhetorical questions are questions that that are asked for rhetorical effect rather than primarily to elicit information.  This simple definition includes questions that do seek to elicit information as long as the primary purpose of the question is rhetorical impact.  Since rhetorical questions are asked for rhetorical impact they normally do have some sort of emphasis.  Bullinger has a good treatment of rhetorical questions under the category of erotesis or interrogating and he is worth consulting since he takes a somewhat different approach.  I have written two works on rhetorical questions: A Guide to Old Testament Rhetorical Questions and A Guide to New Testament Rhetorical Questions.  All I can do in this guide is summarize the findings of these two studies and provide a few examples.
Implying a Positive Response
Rhetorical questions are frequently used that imply a positive response and emphatically affirm or emphasize rebukes, accusations, and warnings; assurances and promises; what has been said previously, what has happened in the past, what should be done; and surprise, uncertainty, skepticism, or derision. The prophet Oded asks Israel a rhetorical question that implies a positive response in 2 Chronicles 28:10 to emphasize his accusation that the people of Judah are guilty before God.

10Now you plan to reduce the people of Judah 

and Jerusalem, male and female, to slavery. 

Are you not also guilty before the LORD your God? 

(2 Chronicles 28:10 CSB)
Nehemiah rebukes those who were exploiting their brothers and asks them a rhetorical question that implies a positive response in Nehemiah 5:9 to emphasize that they should walk in the fear of their God and not invite the reproach of their foreign enemies..

9Then I said, "What you are doing isn't right. 
Shouldn't you walk in the fear of our God and 
not invite the reproach of our foreign enemies?"
(Nehemiah 5:9 CSB)
The LORD asks a rhetorical question that implies a positive response in Jeremiah 31:20 to emphasize his assurance to Israel that they are precious to him.

20Isn't Ephraim a precious son to Me, a delightful 

child? Whenever I speak against him, I certainly still
think about him. Therefore, My inner being yearns 
for him; I will truly have compassion on him. 
This is the LORD's declaration. 
(Jeremiah 31:20 CSB)

The LORD asks two rhetorical question that imply a positive response in Amos 3:6 that imply a positive response and emphasize that indeed people are afraid when a ram's horn is blown in a city and when disaster happens within a city it is the LORD that has done it.  

6If a ram's horn is blown in a city, aren't people afraid?

 If a disaster occurs in a city, hasn't the LORD done it?

(Amos 3:6 CSB)

The LORD asks a rhetorical question that implies a positive response in Amos 9:7 to emphasize that the LORD not only brought Israel out of Egypt, but he also brought the Philistines out of Caphtor and the Arameans out of Kir. 

7Didn't I bring Israel from the land of Egypt, 

the Philistines from Caphtor, and 

the Arameans from Kir?

(Amos 9:7 CSB)

Jesus uses a rhetorical question implying a positive reply in Matthew 6:30 to emphasize that if God clothes the grass he will certainly clothe disciples.

30If that's how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today and thrown into the 
furnace tomorrow, won't He do much more 
for you-- you of little faith?
(Matthew 6:30 CSB)
Those who heard Jesus while he was teaching in the synagogue ask two rhetorical questions implying positive replies in Mark 6:3 to express their skepticism about Jesus based on his origins.
"Isn't this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the 
brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? 
And aren't His sisters here with us?"  
So they were offended by Him.

(Mark 6:3 CSB)

Jesus uses a rhetorical question that implies a positive response in Mark 12:24 to rebuke and put pressure on the Sadducees to acknowledge that they don't know the Scriptures or the power of God.

24Jesus told them, "Are you not deceived because you 
don't know the Scriptures or the power of God?"
(Mark 12:24 CSB)
The author uses a rhetorical question implying a positive reply in Hebrews 12:9 to put pressure on those being disciplined by God to acknowledge that they should submit even more to the Father of spirits than to their natural fathers.

9Furthermore, we had natural fathers discipline us, 
and we respected them. Shouldn't we submit 
even more to the Father of spirits and live?

(Hebrews 12:9 CSB)

James uses a rhetorical question implying a positive response in James 2:21 to emphasize that Abraham was justified by works when he offered his son on the altar.

21Wasn't Abraham our father justified by works 
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?

(James 2:21 CSB)

Implying a Negative Response
Rhetorical questions are frequently used that imply a negative response and emphatically affirm or deny or emphasize inappropriateness, limited experience, knowledge, or authority; uniqueness or superiority; insignificance or humility; and doubt and even hopelessness.  When the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel because David had numbered the people, David admits his guilt and asks a rhetorical question that implies a negative response in 2 Samuel 24:17 to emphasize the innocence of the people.  

17Behold, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly. 

But these sheep, what have they done?

(2 Samuel 24:17)

God asks a rhetorical question that implies a negative response in Psalm 50:13 to emphatically deny that he eats the flesh of bulls or drinks the blood of goats.
13Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?

(Psalm 50:13 CSB)

The psalmist asks a rhetorical question that implies a negative response in Psalm 113:6 to emphatically affirm the uniqueness of the LORD because of his great mercy.

6Who is like the LORD our God-- the One 

enthroned on high, who stoops down 

to look on the heavens and the earth?

(Psalm 113:6 CSB)

The Teacher asks a rhetorical question that implies a negative response in Ecclesiastes 5:11 to emphasize the limited value of increased goods.

11When good things increase, the ones who 

consume them multiply; what, then, 

is the profit to the owner, 

except to gaze at them with his eyes?

(Ecclesiastes 5:11 CSB)

Haggai asks a rhetorical question that implies a negative response in Haggai 1:4 to emphasize that it would be inappropriate for them to live in paneled houses while the LORD's temple is a ruin.  

4Is it a time for you yourselves to live in your 

paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?

(Haggai 1:4 CSB)

Jesus uses two rhetorical questions that imply a negative response in Matthew 7:9-10 to emphasize that no man gives his son a stone if he asks for bread or gives him a snake if he asks for a fish to reinforce his teaching that their heavenly Father will give them whatever they ask.   

9What man among you, if his son asks him for bread, 
will give him a stone?  10Or if he asks for a fish, 
will give him a snake?
(Matthew 7:9-10 CSB)

Jesus uses two rhetorical questions that imply a negative response in Mark 8:36-37 to emphasize that a man does not benefit even if he gains the whole world if he loses his life and that a man's life is priceless.

36For what does it benefit a man to gain the whole 

world yet lose his life? 37What can a man give 

in exchange for his life?

(Mark 8:36-37 CSB)

The scribes and Pharisees use a rhetorical question that implies a negative response in Luke 5:21 to emphasize that God is the only one who can forgive sins.

21Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason:

 "Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? 

Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 

(Luke 5:21 CSB)

Paul uses a rhetorical question implying a negative response in Romans 8:31 to emphasize that no one can stand against Christians if God is for them.

31What then are we to say about these things? 

If God is for us, who is against us?

(Romans 8:31 CSB)

Paul uses a rhetorical question implying a negative response in 1 Corinthians 10:22 to emphatically warn the Corinthian Christians that they are not stronger than the Lord.

22Or are we provoking the Lord to jealousy? 

Are we stronger than He? 

(1 Corinthians 10:22 CSB)
The author uses a rhetorical question that implies a negative reply in Hebrews 12:7 to emphasize that there is no son who has not been disciplined by his father as the basis for his appeal to endure discipline.

7Endure it as discipline: God is dealing with you as sons.
For what son is there whom a father does not discipline?

(Hebrews 12:7 CSB)

James uses a rhetorical question that implies a negative response in James 4:12 to emphasize that Christians are in no position to judge their neighbors since there is only one lawgiver and judge.

There is one lawgiver and judge who is able 
to save and to destroy. But who are you 
to judge your neighbor?

(James 4:12 CSB)

Implying Impossibility
Rhetorical questions are often used that imply impossibility and emphasize doubt and despair or what is morally impossible.  When his master's wife persistently sought to seduce him Joseph asks a rhetorical question that implies impossibility in Genesis 39:9 to emphasize that it would be morally impossible for him to sleep with her.

39So how could I do such a great evil 

and sin against God?

(Genesis 39:9 CSB)

God asks Job two rhetorical questions that imply impossibility in Job 38:31 to emphasize that Job cannot adjust the position of the stars in the sky.

31Can you fasten the chains of the Pleiades 

or loosen the belt of Orion?

Can you bring out the constellations in their 

season and lead the bear and her cubs?

(Job 38:31 CSB)

Isaiah asks two rhetorical questions in Isaiah 29:16 to emphasize that it would be morally impossible for what is created to question its maker.

16How can what is made say about its maker, 

"He didn't make me"?  How can what is formed 

say about the one who formed it, 

"He doesn't understand what he's doing"?

(Isaiah 29:16 CSB)

Amos asks a rhetorical question that implies impossibility in Amos 7:1 and 5 to emphasize his doubt and despair for Israel.

Lord God, please forgive! How will Jacob 

survive since he is so small?

(Amos 7:1, 5 CSB)

The LORD announces that he is going to send his messenger and asks two rhetorical questions that imply impossibility in Malachi 3:2 to emphasize that no one can endure and stand when he appears and comes.

2But who can endure the day of His coming?

And who will be able to stand when He appears?

(Malachi 3:2 CSB)

Jesus uses a rhetorical question in Matthew 5:13 that implies that it is impossible to restore the saltiness of salt to emphasize that if someone does something foolish it is difficult to restore their reputation. 

13You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should 
lose its taste, how can it be made salty? 
It's no longer good for anything but to be thrown 
out and trampled on by men. 
(Matthew 5:13 CSB)
Peter uses a rhetorical question that implies impossibility in Acts 11:17 that emphasizes that it would be morally impossible for him to hinder Gentile believers from being baptized since they received the same gift that God gave Jewish Christians.

Therefore, if God gave them the same gift that 
He also gave to us when we believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, how could I possibly hinder God?
(Acts 11:17 CSB)
Paul uses a rhetorical question that implies impossibility in Romans 6:2 that emphasizes that it would be morally impossible for Christians to continue to live in sin because they have died to sin.

2How can we who died to sin still live in it?

(Romans 6:2 CSB)
The author uses a rhetorical question that implies impossibility in Hebrews 2:2-3 to warn Christians to be true to the gospel by emphasizing that it will be impossible for them to escape judgment if they neglect so great a salvation.

2For if the message spoken through angels was 
legally binding, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just punishment, 3how will 
we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? 
(Hebrews 2:2-3 CSB)
Implying that There Is No 
Good Reason
Rhetorical questions are often used that imply that there is no good reason and emphasize that something is unjustified or wrong, something should have been done, and confusion and despair.  Samuel asks Saul a rhetorical question that implies that there is no good reason in 1 Samuel 15:19 to emphasize that he should have obeyed the voice of the LORD.  

Why then did you not obey the voice 

of the LORD?

(1 Samuel 15:19 CSB)

Nathan asks David a rhetorical question that implies that there is no good reason in 2 Samuel 12:9 to emphasize that David's guilt for disobeying the LORD and doing what is evil.

19Why have you despised the word of the 
LORD, to do what is evil in his sight?

(2 Samuel 12:19 CSB)
The psalmist asks two rhetorical questions that imply that there is no good reason in Psalm 22:1 to emphasize his confusion and despair because it seems like God has forsaken him and is far off.

1My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?

Why are You so far from my deliverance and 

from my words of groaning?

The LORD's asks Amaziah a rhetorical question that implies that there is no good reason in 2 Chronicles 25:15 to emphasize Amaziah's foolishness for seeking the gods of lands he has conquered.

15Why have you sought a people's gods 

that could not deliver their own people 

from your hand?

(2 Chronicles 25:15 CSB)

When Nehemiah discovered that the portions for the Levites had not been given to them he asks a rhetorical question that implies that there is no good reason in Nehemiah 13:11 to emphasize that it was wrong for them to neglect the house of God.

11Why has the house of God been neglected?

(Nehemiah 13:11 CSB)

Jesus asks a rhetorical question implying that there is no good reason for their fear in Matthew 8:26 to emphatically rebuke the disciples for their lack of faith by emphasizing that there is no good reason for fear. 

But He said to them, "Why are you fearful, 
you of little faith?" Then He got up and rebuked 
the winds and the sea. And there was a great calm.

(Matthew 8:26 CSB)
Jesus uses a rhetorical question implying that there is no good reason in Luke 6:41 to emphatically rebuke those who look at the small faults of others when they have large faults of their own.

41Why do you look at the speck in your brother's 
eye, but don't notice the log in your own eye?
(Luke 6:41 CSB)
Two men in white clothes (angels) ask a rhetorical question implying that there is no good reason in Acts 1:11 to emphatically rebuke the disciples for standing around looking up into heaven rather than following Jesus' instructions.

11Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up into heaven?

(Acts 1:11 CSB)

Paul uses rhetorical questions implying that there is no good reason in Romans 14:10 to emphatically rebuke those who criticize and look down on their brother.

10But you, why do you criticize your brother? 
Or you, why do you look down on your 
brother? For we will all stand before 
the judgment seat of God.
(Romans 14:10 CSB)
Paul uses a rhetorical question implying that there is no reason in 1 Corinthians 4:7 to emphatically rebuke those who feel superior and boast.

If, in fact, you did receive it, why do you 
boast as if you hadn't received it?

(1 Corinthians 4:7 CSB)
Implying Uncertainty
Rhetorical questions are often used that imply uncertainty and emphasize confusion and despair, shock and horror, something should not have been done, ignorance, and surprise and wonder.  Reuben asks a rhetorical question that implies uncertainty in Genesis 37:30 to emphasize his confusion and despair now that his brothers have removed Joseph from the pit and sold him into slavery.

30He went back to his brothers and said, 

"The boy is gone! What am I going to do?" 

(Genesis 37:30 CSB)
The Angel of the LORD asks a rhetorical question in Judges 2:2 that implies uncertainty and emphasizes the shocking horror of Israel's disobedience to the LORD's prohibition of making a covenant with the people in the land.  

2You are not to make a covenant with the people 

who are living in this land, and you are to tear 

down their altars.  But you have not obeyed Me. 

What is this you have done? 

(Judges 2:2 CSB)
Job asks rhetorical questions that implies uncertainty in Job 14:3 and emphasizes his doubt that God takes notice of someone like this and bring him into judgment.

3Do You really take notice of one like this? 

Will You bring me into judgment against You?

(Job 14:3 CSB)

The LORD asks Job two rhetorical questions that imply uncertainty in Job 40:8 to emphasize that Job should not challenge his justice to justify himself.

8Would you really challenge My justice?

Would you declare Me guilty to justify yourself?

(Job 40:8 CSB)

Solomon asks a rhetorical question regarding his lover that implies uncertainty in the Song of Solomon 6:10 that emphasizes his wonder at her radiance and beauty.

10Who is this who shines like the dawn-- 

as beautiful as the moon, bright as the sun, 

awe-inspiring as an army with banners?

(Song of Solomon 6:10)

The people of Nazareth ask a rhetorical question that implies uncertainty in Matthew 13:54 to emphasize their amazement and skepticism at Jesus' wisdom and miracles.
54He went to His hometown and began to teach 
them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished and said, "How did this wisdom 
and these miracles come to Him?"
(Matthew 13:54 CSB)
The disciples use a rhetorical question that implies uncertainty in Mark 4:41 that emphasizes their amazement and fear when Jesus rebuked the winds and the sea.

41And they were terrified and asked one another,

"Who then is this? Even the wind 

and the sea obey Him!" 

(Mark 4:41 CSB)
Those who sat at the table with Jesus at the Pharisee's house ask a rhetorical question that implies uncertainty in Luke 7:49 and emphasizes their wonder and probably their skepticism when Jesus forgave the sins of a woman who washed his feet with her tears and kissed and anointed his feet with fragrant oil.

49Those who were at the table with Him began 

to say among themselves, "Who is this

 man who even forgives sins?" 

(Luke 7:49 CSB)
Jesus' uses a rhetorical question in Luke 12:20 that implies uncertainty to warn people by emphasizing that when they die their material wealth and possessions will belong to someone else.

20But God said to him, "You fool! This very night 
your life is demanded of you. And the things 
you have prepared-- whose will they be?"

(Luke 12:20 CSB)
Pilate asks a rhetorical question that implies uncertainty in John 18:38 to emphasize his skepticism about truth.

38"What is truth?" said Pilate. After he had said this, 

he went out to the Jews again and told them, 

"I find no grounds for charging Him." 

(John 18:38 CSB)
Emphasizing that Something Is 
Faulty or Deficient
Rhetorical questions are sometimes used that emphasize that something is faulty or deficient.  God asks a rhetorical question that implies that something is faulty or deficient in Job 38:21 to sarcastically emphasize Job's ignorance of the road to the home of light and where darkness lives.

21Don't you know? You were already born; 

you have lived so long! 

(Job 38:21 CSB)
The LORD declares that he is about to do something new and asks a rhetorical question that implies that something is faulty or deficient in Isaiah 43:19 to emphasize that they should be able to see that he has made a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

19Look, I am about to do something new; even now 

it is coming. Do you not see it? Indeed, I will 

make a way in the wilderness, rivers in the desert. 

(Isaiah 43:19 CSB)
Jesus uses a rhetorical question during the storm on the sea in Luke 8:25 that implies that something is lacking or defective.  This rhetorical question rebukes the disciples by emphasizing that they lack faith and need to trust in him.

25He said to them, "Where is your faith?" 

(Luke 8:25 CSB)

Paul uses a rhetorical question that implies that something is lacking or defective in Romans 2:3 to emphasize that those who think that they will escape God's judgment when they do the same things they judge others for are seriously mistaken.

3Do you really think--anyone of you who judges 
those who do such things yet do the same--
that you will escape God's judgment?
(Romans 2:3 CSB)
James uses a rhetorical question that implies that something is lacking or defective in James 4:4 that emphasizes that they should know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God and live for God rather than the world.

4Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is hostility toward God? 

(James 4:4 CSB)

Introducing and Emphasizing 
What Follows
Rhetorical question are sometimes used that introduce and emphasize what follows. A wise teacher asks a series of rhetorical questions in Proverbs 23:29-30 that emphasize his warning that those who linger over wine are the ones who have woe, sorrow, conflicts, complaints, and wounds and red eyes.

29Who has woe? Who has sorrow? 

Who has conflicts?  Who has complaints? 

30Who has wounds for no reason? 

Who has red eyes?

(Proverbs 23:29-30)

Micah asks a rhetorical question in Micah 3:6 that introduces and emphasizes his answer to that question in verse 8, "He has told you men what is good and what it is the LORD requires of you: Only to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God."  

6What should I bring before the LORD 
when I come to bow before God on high?

(Micah 3:6 CSB)
Jesus' question in Matthew 11:16 is rhetorical in that it introduces and emphasizes his parable of the children sitting in the market places.

16To what should I compare this generation? 
It's like children sitting in the marketplaces 
who call out to each other.
(Matthew 11:16 CSB)

Jesus' questions in Luke 13:18 and 20 are rhetorical in that they introduce and draw attention to his parables of the kingdom that follow.

What is the kingdom of God like, and what can 
I compare it to? What can I compare 
the kingdom of God to?
(Luke 13:18, 20) 

Paul's question in Romans 8:31 is rhetorical in that it introduces and emphasizes his assertion that no one can be against them if God is for them and that if God did not spare his own son he will certainly also grant them everything.

31What then are we to say about these things?

(Romans 8:31 CSB)

Emphasizing that One Alternative 
Is Better than Another
Rhetorical questions are occasionally used that emphasize that one alternative is better than another.  Samuel asks the people a rhetorical question in 1 Samuel 15:22 that implies that one alternative is better than another to emphasize that the LORD delights much more in obeying his voice than in burnt offerings and sacrifices.  Indeed he then declares, "Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams."

22Has the LORD as great delight in burnt 

offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the LORD? 

(1Samuel 15:22 CSB)

Paul uses a rhetorical question that implies that one alternative is better than another in Galatians 3:2 to emphasize that Christians receive the Spirit by hearing with faith rather than works of the law.

2Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the 
law or by hearing with faith?

(Galatians 3:2)
Emphasizing that If One Thing Is True

Another Is Even More True
Rhetorical questions are occasionally used that emphasize that if one thing is true another thing is even more true. Moses asks a rhetorical question in Exodus 6:12 that implies that if one thing is true something else is also or even more true to emphasize that if the Israelite would not listen to him then Pharaoh would certainly not listen to him.

12If the Israelites will not listen to me, 

then how will Pharaoh listen to me, 

since I am such a poor speaker? 

(Exodus 6:12 CSB)

The author asks a rhetorical question that implies that if something is true something else is even more true in Hebrews 9:13-14 to emphasize that if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer are able to sanctify and purify the flesh, the blood of Christ will much more cleanse the consciousness of Christians from dead works to serve the living God.

13For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 
of a heifer sprinkling those who are defiled, 
sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14how 
much more will the blood of the Messiah, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 
blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from 
dead works to serve the living God?
(Hebrews 9:13-14 CSB)
Miscellaneous Rhetorical Questions

In addition, rhetorical questions are occasionally used in other ways such as to emphasize that it has already been too long, it should have been enough, and God alone!  Rhetorical questions can also be used to raise a possibility for consideration or to lead people to come to their own conclusions. The psalmist commits himself to live with integrity in Psalm 101 and asks a rhetorical question in verse 2 that implies that it has been too long already and emphasizes his urgent longing for God to come to him.

2I will pay attention to the way of integrity. 

When will You come to me? 

I will live with integrity of heart in my house. 

(Psalm 101:2 CSB)
Isaiah asks a rhetorical question that implies that something should have been enough in Isaiah 7:13 to emphasize that it should have been enough for them to try the patience of men without trying the patience of God.

13Listen, house of David! Is it not enough 

for you to try the patience of men? 

Will you also try the patience of my God?

(Isaiah 7:13 CSB)

God asks a series of rhetorical question in Job 38:5-11 that imply "God alone!" and emphasize the matchless power and work of God.  

5Who fixed its dimensions?  Certainly you know! 

Who stretched a measuring line across it?  

6What supports its foundations?  

Or who laid its cornerstone 7while the morning 

stars sang together and all the sons 

of God shouted for joy?  8Who enclosed the sea 

behind doors when it burst from the womb, 

9when I made the clouds its garment 

and thick darkness its blanket, 

10when I determined its boundaries and put 

its bars and doors in place, 11when I declared: 

"You may come this far, but no farther; 

your proud waves stop here"?

Jesus asks a rhetorical question of those disciples who were offended by his teaching that they must eat his body and drink his blood in John 6:60.  This rhetorical question raises the possibility that they may observe the Son of Man ascending to where he was before as the basis of faith.  

60Does this offend you?  Then what if you were 
to observe the Son of Man ascending to 
where He was before?

(John 6:60 CSB)
Jesus asks two questions in Mark 8:19-20 that invite the disciples to recall how many baskets full of bread they collected after Jesus fed the 5,000 and the 4,000.  These questions are rhetorical in that the answer of the disciples provides the basis for another rhetorical question that implies that they should understand by now.

19When I broke the five loaves for the 5,000, 
how many baskets full of pieces of bread did 
you collect? "Twelve," they told Him. 20When I broke 
the seven loaves for the 4,000, how many large 
baskets full of pieces of bread did you collect? 
"Seven," they said.

(Mark 8:19-20 CSB)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
William H. (Bill) Lawson is a proud graduate of California Baptist University (BA), Gateway Baptist Theological Seminary (MDiv), and the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (PhD).  He taught briefly at SBTS and then served with the International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention and taught the Bible in Baptist seminaries throughout Asia for over 30 years.  He has written other books including Ears to Hear: A Guide for the Interpretation of the Bible, The Lion Roars: A Guide for the Interpretation of the Book of Amos, and Obedient Unto Death: A Guide for the Interpretation of Paul's Epistle to the Philippians.  Download all of his books for FREE at https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/drwhlawson.  He is now retired and living at The End of the Lane where he is writing books and painting/drawing pictures.

[image: image1.jpg]



